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your sout:\:t, .-This time and spa-ce Wlll weave 
together P}ayer, Body Awa�en_eS,s; .• Healing 
Presence, and Grace 

Gestalt Pastoral Care (GPC) is rooted 
in the healing ministry of Jesus. 

Believing that God desires healing and 
wholeness for us, we companion 
those who desire wholeness of 

Body, Mind, and Spirit 
Darlene Meyers 

GPC Minister/Trainer DATE: OCTOBER 23-24, 2026 

PLACE: SHEPHERD'S SPRING 

TIME: FRIDAY 5:00PM - SATURDAY 4:00PM 

DINNER: 5:00PM 

CEU's AVAILABLE    Online Registration https://forms.office.com/r/st1e8aP2Yd



Mid-Atlantic District  

PASTOR’S RETREAT 
A Pathway to Healing 

October 23 & 24, 2026 
5 pm Friday – 4 pm Saturday 

Shepherd’s Spring 
16869 Taylors Landing Rd., Sharpsburg, MD 21782 

REGISTRATION:   $200 (includes 1 night single occupancy and all meals) 
$225 after July 15

Email: 

Name: 

Address: 

Phone:  

Congregation: 

CEU Credit:  

Please list any dietary restrictions or special needs: 

Registration forms must be received by August 13 

Make checks payable to and mail to 

Mid-Atlantic District 
19 Bond St., Westminster, MD 21157 

Questions? Call 443-960-3052 or email aamad@brethren.org 

Online Registration https://forms.office.com/r/st1e8aP2Yd 

Yes (Please add $10 to total registration amount)            No     






The Part Time Pastor:Full Time Church program of the Church of the Brethren will be 
sponsoring Practicing the Way: The Scripture Practice for all Multi-Vocational Pastors this 
coming Fall.   

What is the Scripture Practice: 

In Practicing the Way, a book by John Mark Comer, we find 9 different Spiritual Practices 
(Sabbath, Solitude, Scripture, Prayer, Fasting, Generosity, Community, Service, and Witness)  
that can help followers of Jesus "Be with Jesus, Become like Jesus, Do as He Did."  In this 
cohort we will explore and practice the spiritual practice of Scripture.    

The library we call “the Bible” can connect us to God and change who we are, but distraction, 
hurry, and confusion can hinder our experience with these ancient texts. Rediscover how to 
engage Scripture as an apprentice to Jesus.

What to expect: 
Each Practice comes with four session videos, weekly exercises and readings, and additional 
resources to help your group create life-changing daily rhythms as you apprentice under Jesus 
together.  

The four sessions in the Scripture Practice are Read, Meditate, Study and Memorize.  Each 
session will last approximately 1 hour to 1 hour and 30 minutes and includes videos, discussion, 
prayer and relational connection.    

Sessions will take place on Tuesday nights September 15, 22, 29 and October 6 starting at 7 PM 
EST/4 PM PST.   

Register by Wednesday September 9 by completing this form….https://forms.gle/
LQgfe8YSqf4uFH6g7 

For questions or more information, please contact Ryan Braught at rbraught@brethren.org 

https://forms.gle/LQgfe8YSqf4uFH6g7
https://forms.gle/LQgfe8YSqf4uFH6g7


 

  

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center offers Continuing Education and 
Lay Ministry Sessions 

 

The Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center is offering several workshops designed to 
strengthen congregational ministry and support lay leadership. Brief descriptions are listed 
below; click on the "Click Here to Register" button for full details and to register for each 
workshop. Questions? Contact us at SVMC@SvmcCob.org or 717-361-1450. We look 
forward to learning and growing with you! 

 

  

 

Congregational Ministry to Members Navigating Divorce Experiences 
September 9, 2026 • 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM (Rescheduled from June 3) Zoom • Led by 
Dr. Julie Guistwite. An interactive session on strengthening divorce ministry through 
three research-informed approaches that nurture belonging, healing, hope, and 
spiritual meaning. Participants will practice applying these approaches through 
dialogue and scenario-based discussion. 

 

Click Here to Register for September 9  
 

 

  

 

Caring for Congregational Members with Chronic Health Conditions 
October 6, 2026 • 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM Zoom • Led by Julie Guistwite. An interactive 
workshop on supporting congregants living with chronic illness. Learn 
evidence-informed strategies that foster meaning, purpose, connection, and spiritual 
well-being, with practical skill-building through discussion and vignette analysis. 

 

Click Here to Register for October 6  
 

 

  

 

mailto:SVMC@SVMCcob.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadn4trzab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GjiObRYcSKL1WsX5BzFhyFA9-HAb8eqEL-a1DCTOXKJ7_Fvwx3LpeNiXVHeG7d1JuBIw7h5kbzzI0PCfmn7vhHElsd6-CIN451-jrrZ4YLO69tX7RPhKv916d0ASX2MtGOBC-Iu-jDHoiv0z44eciF3D9TRoZzjpbeKqlhzd90H9opY1JS_Leh35DzpKY_P8YMR1VtcsYYNZOMfLjdsf7w%3D%3D%26c%3D2RptT8mh_fZapVMOIvr4egjHNR07kgnhOdJ5laSl8WuMy2QGN3cZng%3D%3D%26ch%3DisZWFi-9oSLaoITsqtU4Dq17TcwVW7MaebJFXWdY6MFlMnNJJgB1QA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C9070274a4f5340ea1b1308deee4b2f16%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639210203889792089%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tr0Ug8sElIiSjR%2FtBXUhb5cKCbE3sz78XRqFoaLIp2k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadn4trzab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GjiObRYcSKL1WsX5BzFhyFA9-HAb8eqEL-a1DCTOXKJ7_Fvwx3LpeNiXVHeG7d1JNDVFpEJ_PeEn55UOw_pxD-8IiFIRXr6y0I1HyjlhQj80nHRM9GMgtUzKFzhdfU0FfDsIadRosN_uCqrq7TJl7sUASfeqkOZNGfRYHf6YgyFoQH-1taNnSFBTB_51MXfVushT-BY4NYuhf9iwVRA-mg%3D%3D%26c%3D2RptT8mh_fZapVMOIvr4egjHNR07kgnhOdJ5laSl8WuMy2QGN3cZng%3D%3D%26ch%3DisZWFi-9oSLaoITsqtU4Dq17TcwVW7MaebJFXWdY6MFlMnNJJgB1QA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C9070274a4f5340ea1b1308deee4b2f16%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639210203889846331%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jMXrHiQecSpmygjmMdHTpi2Y4q%2BZhTw40bmaHhqGtDo%3D&reserved=0


Supporting Congregational Members with Chronic Health 
Conditions (Specifically for lay leaders; no CEUs available) 
October 29, 2026 • 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Zoom • Led by Julie Guistwite. An interactive 
workshop on compassionate ministry with congregants living with chronic illness. 
Learn best practices from Idler’s “doing” and “being” framework and build practical 
skills—through discussion and vignette analysis—for offering presence, nurturing 
connection, and supporting spiritual growth amid ongoing disruption. 

 

Click Here to Register for October 29  
 

 

  

 

Community Gifts – Discerning the Spirit Together 
October 31, 2026 • 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Elizabethtown Church of the Brethren (No 
Zoom available, light lunch included). Led by Josh Brockway & Stan Dueck. The New 
Testament writers described the gifts of the Spirit as grace given to followers of Jesus 
for the ministry of the church. In this workshop, participants will explore scriptures 
outlining the gifts of the Spirit, practice discernment together, and engage a new 
denominational resource for gifts discernment. Light lunch will be provided. 

 

Click Here to Register for October 31  
 

 

  

 

Building and Empowering Lay Leadership (BELL) is a new program to strengthen lay 
leaders, offered by the Germantown Church of the Brethren. BELL is offering the 
following two sessions, both held at the Germantown Church of the Brethren from 
9:00 AM – 4:30 PM. Registration includes a light lunch. Please note that SVMC is 
handling only the registration and CEUs; for information about BELL, contact Richard 
Kyerematen by texting 215-906-3128, or Jeff Bach by emailing 
bachja58@gmail.com.  
1)   Introduction to Bible and Biblical Interpretation, led Dr. Stephen Breck Reid on 
October 3, 2026 
2)   Introduction to Theology, led by Rev. Dr. Drew G. I. Hart on December 5, 2026 

Click Here to Register for October 3  
 

 

Click Here to Register for December 5  
 

  

Please review SVMC's Cancellation Policies 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadn4trzab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GjiObRYcSKL1WsX5BzFhyFA9-HAb8eqEL-a1DCTOXKJ7_Fvwx3LpeNiXVHeG7d1JnbabakPQXA_UWLsC-InU7h9HG94k8_dSOVAwOIrdl8xWBBFm9D8sUc67oHSSdIq1HrDy_KXi8zqL2DhO-eM-FSe2W7xYpOBvIGyEwkZRLkjScibP2tOSwjJv5A66ADmUC0K5FPNxj8VTNFUo-n-OjA%3D%3D%26c%3D2RptT8mh_fZapVMOIvr4egjHNR07kgnhOdJ5laSl8WuMy2QGN3cZng%3D%3D%26ch%3DisZWFi-9oSLaoITsqtU4Dq17TcwVW7MaebJFXWdY6MFlMnNJJgB1QA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C9070274a4f5340ea1b1308deee4b2f16%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639210203889889907%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EiTpHijW6YS%2F9cShrANVXsD4k6SLjGK9avOcF5SFQj0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fadn4trzab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001GjiObRYcSKL1WsX5BzFhyFA9-HAb8eqEL-a1DCTOXKJ7_Fvwx3LpeNiXVHeG7d1J3nLdDRNRJVKMvA6oZPpQl9eXU4uYi_xqhEyeejW0rKasJcS_MIJg9OUbAlYZv4ImTUOE6ftXF7iRI-GQG79LxdrmmwDveo_VLFdYYjWtEk3Wpd4GanpT1y-DeH--U_wEzxh0IkGP2xKm-qcDiR8VBQ%3D%3D%26c%3D2RptT8mh_fZapVMOIvr4egjHNR07kgnhOdJ5laSl8WuMy2QGN3cZng%3D%3D%26ch%3DisZWFi-9oSLaoITsqtU4Dq17TcwVW7MaebJFXWdY6MFlMnNJJgB1QA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C9070274a4f5340ea1b1308deee4b2f16%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639210203889922471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WcCfN2jI%2BYfbt42B6qLXsNkSFPlLwJRcsfhLHGuRqY8%3D&reserved=0
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The Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center is a Church of the Brethren ministry partnership that includes the 
districts of Atlantic Northeast, Mid-Atlantic, Middle Pennsylvania, Southern Pennsylvania, and Western 
Pennsylvania, in addition to the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership and Bethany Theological 
Seminary. SVMC's mission is to equip leaders for ministry in a Christ-centered, and culturally relevant 
context, in ways that bear witness to the beliefs, heritages, and practices of the Church of the Brethren.  
 
You may donate to SVMC online by scanning the QR code below! 

  

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center | www.etown.edu/svmc | 717-361-1450 
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	DISU Independent Study Unit Artificial Intelligence.pdf
	Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership  proudly offers
	Redeeming AI: Biblical Guidelines
	2 Zoom Sessions
	Ministers’ Association Event: June 27-28, 2026
	REGISTER ONLINE
	Directed Independent Study Unit (DISU) Description and Objectives
	Tabitha Rudy
	Russell Haitch

	Schedule
	Directed Independent
	Study Unit (DISU)
	Course Fee $115.00
	Registration  deadline:  May 6, 2026


	Equipping Ministers
	Deepening Faith
	Enriching Lives
	Speaker: Dr. Russell Haitch
	Russell Haitch (PhD, MDiv Princeton Theological Seminary) is professor of theology and human science at Bethany Theological Seminary.  He has been a pastor for multiethnic congregations and a writer for a New York advertising agency.  His books include Eyes of the Heart: Seeing God in an Age of Science, From Exorcism to Ecstasy: Eight Views of Baptism,and the forthcoming Godlike Power: Saving Our Humanity in the Age of AI.

	Instructor: Tabitha Rudy
	Tabitha Rudy is the Coordinator of English-Language Ministry Training Programs for the Brethren Academy. Since graduating from Bethany (MDiv) in 2017, she’s served in several ministry positions.She and her husband, Dan, and their two daughters, live in Franklin County, Virginia.
	Other Expenses
	100% of course fee prior to registration deadline. 50% from the registration deadline to the first day of class. No refunds will be given once the class has begun. Exceptions require the approval of the Director of the Brethren Academy.
	Registration for the event, transportation, lodging, and meals are the participants’ responsibility.
	Please note that this is a two-part registration with $115 due to Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership (BAML) and varying fees and registration due to Church of the Brethren Minister’s Association. You cannot participate in the DISU course without participating in the Pre-Annual Conference event.



	Course Reading Resources
	All Students: AI Goes to Church: Pastoral Wisdom for Artificial Intelligence by Todd Korpi. ISBN 978-1514011249
	Students choosing the Ministry focus: AI Shepherds and Electric Sheep: Leading and Teaching in the Age of Artificial Intelligence by Sean O’Callaghan and Paul A. Hoffman. ISBN 978-1540968012
	Students choosing the History/Theological focus: In Our Image: Artificial Intelligence and the Human Spirit by Noreen Herzfeld. ISBN 978-0800634766 Additional articles will be provided on the course Moodle site.
	Redeeming AI: Biblical Guidelines – June 27-28, 2026  Register online or fill out the following information and return along with payment to:  Brethren Academy * 615 National Road West * Richmond, IN * 47374
	Name:  Address:  Best contact phone:  E-mail:  I will be taking this course for: Course Fee: $115 payable to Brethren Academy (BAML)
	____TRIM credit
	_____PE
	____EFSM credit
	____CEU credit
	Registration Deadline: May  6, 2026



	Multivocational Ministry Brochure.pdf
	Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership proudly offers
	The Multi-Vocational Pastor Full-Bodied Ministry in the Part-Time Context
	August 19-October 13, 2026
	8 Week Online Course
	REGISTER ONLINE
	John Fillmore
	Course Description:
	Course Fee: $300.00
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