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BOOK NOW: RETREATS@SHEPHERDSSPRING.ORG

For a limited time and space ,  enjoy these wonderful
discounted prices on your own retreat! Booking now for

January through March, Mon-Wed retreats only. Must
have a minimum headcount of 25.

Cozy home-style meals.
Beautiful, relaxing nature.

WHAT
A

DEAL!

2 NIGHTS AND 5 MEALS

16869 Taylors Landing Rd.
Sharpsburg, MD 21782

Single Occupancy: $150.00 per person
Double Occupancy: $130.00 per person
Triple Occupancy: $115.00 per person
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YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS
OUT ON THIS GREAT DEAL!



Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren

2026 Disaster Response Auction Booklet

Dear Pastors, Disaster Coordinators, Witness Chairs and Donors. 

We deeply appreciate and thank you for your past support of the Mid-Atlantic Disaster 
Response Auction Booklet.  

If you have not advertised in the booklet previously we invite you to consider doing so this year. 

The 45th Annual Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response Auction will be held Saturday, May 2, 2026, 
beginning at 9:00 am at the Carroll County Agricultural Center in Westminster, Maryland. Your 
support will enable us to provide even more assistance to more disaster survivors this year.  

In 2025, a record high of $96,000 was given to the       
Emergency Disaster Fund of the Church of the Brethren       

to help victims recover from many disasters all around our world.

During 2025 the Emergency Disaster Fund supported these efforts and more: 
• California Wildfires
• Israel-Hamas War response in Gaza and West Bank
• Tennessee - Hurricane Helene Response – Rebuilding
• Hurricane Melissa Response in Cuba
• Summer 2022 Flooding Response in Kentucky
• Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Rwanda Churches
• Venezuela Flooding Response

Your local church is an important part of this effort! 
• You can help by placing an ad in the booklet. We are once again offering the ad sizes below in black and

white or color. The ad can include a photograph or artwork. Ad sizes and prices are as follows:
Full page...$160 black/$200 color Eighth Page...$25 black/$35 color 
Half page...$85 black/$105 color Patron Listing...$10, $25, $35, or more 
Third Page...$60 black/$75 color Donations of any amount 

• Encourage your members to place business, personal or patron ads and print announcements about the
auction in your newsletter and bulletin. Links to forms and poster http://www.madcob.com/
disaster-response-auction/

• Please print the enclosed bulletin insert and put it in your bulletin by Sunday, January 4, 2026.
• You can also help by posting the flyer included that is requesting special sale items.

Here are more ways you can help make the auction a success. 
• Create craft items • Hold a fundraiser to support the auction
• Donate baked goods • Donate high quality items to publish in the booklet
• Donate plants, shrubs and trees • Volunteer to help
• Assemble gift baskets • Publicize and attend the Auction!

Please return your advertising space reservation form by Friday, February 6, 2026!
Please call booklet designer Debbie Noffsinger at 847-714-4482 or email auctionbooklet@comcast.net if you have questions. 

Thank you for your continued support of our Disaster Response Auction!

• Deportation Defense Response
• South Sudan Church of the Brethren Mission
• Ecuador Humanitarian Relief
• Nigeria Crisis Response
• Child Life Disaster Relief
• Ukraine Response

...and much more!



Webinar: Blessed is the Body 
Anabaptist Disabilities Network and Herald Press invite you to a webinar with 
Tatum Tricarico, author of Blessed is the Body, a Lenten devotional centered 
around disability justice. 

During Lent, we often reflect on our limits—from dust we are, and to dust we 
will return. We remember that we will never be able to do everything we want 
to do, even and especially when what we want to do is love our neighbor well. 
In this daily devotional, Disability rights activist Tatum Tricarico helps us turn 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org%2Fblessed-is-the-body%2F&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7Cf5ffb5fabbb849e14b0808de3c07fbbf%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639014202321614805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zqb0RWJeR67Y8J9u6wesU4XqzWPYxBp4PZP6x6vD%2FDc%3D&reserved=0


the tables on Lent. Rather than a time of feeling condemned or guilty beyond 
help, Lent is when we can take a breath and finally say what we have been 
trying to hide all year: I am human. I can’t do it all. And still, I am beloved by 
God. 

During the webinar Tricarico will share insights from her book and have time to 
answer questions. Please join us on Thursday, January 15, 2026 at 2:30 pm 
EST/ 1:30 pm CST via Zoom: https://MCUSA.zoom.us/j/89439571091

Tatum Tricarico is an activist, theologian, and Director of Christian Education 
at Wesley Memorial UMC in Charlottesville, Virginia. She has a Master of 
Divinity from Duke Divinity School and is a Disability Rights activist on 
Instagram (@blind_person_in_area), where she has curated a Disability 
cultural calendar. 

Give to ADN 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.us5.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dfc4d1d6b69c4ca3b7c360527d%26id%3D1cc87f5cb7%26e%3D1a42b90cdb&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7Cf5ffb5fabbb849e14b0808de3c07fbbf%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639014202321636486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BQ9DcftC4uqeVUKrEp7IUbXr2%2Fycjz7KTNH5y9NxPds%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.anabaptistdisabilitiesnetwork.org%2Fdonate%2F&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7Cf5ffb5fabbb849e14b0808de3c07fbbf%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639014202321666690%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bm7UUNHns7jfhhy45hq4aJXeLfgtqtfaN8UJ7PmxHTM%3D&reserved=0


FEB. 6-8 Jr. High Retreat - 6th-8th Grade     $110  $95

FEB. 21 Mini Day Retreat - 2nd-3rd Grade  $35  $30

Twix Retreat - 4th-5th Grade  $110  $95MAR. 6-8

JUN. 28-JUL. 3 Jr. High Camp - 7th-9th Grade  $400  $340

JUL. 5-7
 Overnight  $250  $215

           Day Only  $125  $107.50

JUL. 10-11

Twix Camp - 3rd-4th Grade  $350  $300JUL. 12-16

Me & You Camp - K-1st + 1 Adult  $200  $170

JUL. 19-24

Day Camp - 2nd-4th Grade            $250  $215JUL. 27-31

JUL. 26-31

The Wild - 5th-7th Grade  $400  $340

Youth Trip Camp - 8th-12th Grade  $500  $425

STANDARD
CAMP

FEE

EARLY BIRD
(BEFORE
JAN. 1)*

CAMP SCHEDULE 2026

Register online at www.campmardela.org/camp-programs

STANDARD
CAMP

FEE

EARLY BIRD
(BEFORE
MAY 1 )*

AGE RANGES - WINTER:
CURRENT GRADE

WINTER RETREATS

AGE RANGES - SUMMER:
GRADE COMPLETED JUNE 2026 SUMMER CAMPS

Mini Camp - 1st-2nd Grade

Creative Arts - 4th-6th Grade  $400  $340

MINIMUM REGISTRATION: DAY CAMPS/RETREATS - 8 CAMPERS  |  OVERNIGHT CAMPS - 10 CAMPERS
CAMP REGISTRATION CLOSES 14 DAYS BEFORE START OF CAMP.



Song and Story Fest registration is now open. You can access all the info about this coming year's 
Song and Story Fest at:  

On Earth Peace Event Page for Song and Story Fest (all the info is here, but you can also access 
things individually: 

• Brochure
• Registration Form
• Poster with all the leaders' names

Please note: We've added more detail to the online registration form about which meals and nights 
you'll be present for. We always need to know that information so we can work out finances with 
the host camp, but having it on the form will reduce the time we spend figuring all of that out. 

A request: If any members of your family will have slightly different arrival and departure times - 
therefore different numbers of meals and/or nights at the camp - please have those individuals 
register separately. It will help us a lot. Thank you! 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.onearthpeace.org%2Fsong_and_story_fest_2026&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7Cb50bbe48b94a4088859f08de41766141%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639020173887460571%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bfEieqxO%2Fsxe5kzLjVmlQCpGgF8R6P2VVDGmN2y4MQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fdocument%2Fd%2F18Mo2dhSK_0Mu45T6JjCWxWVyl7Ws7G8I%2Fedit&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7Cb50bbe48b94a4088859f08de41766141%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639020173887488050%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=igaig3aSl5hBEKKaltaSozSmJnOFIYf87%2BgViiboRzs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fu%2F0%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLScQQFfEWeUTiXcWcw1hcGcDUUSpEzNX9wH4IPKWgCjuw-ZBTw%2FformResponse&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7Cb50bbe48b94a4088859f08de41766141%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639020173887504196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FUJU8FcRGsKQgrKsOEiiiE%2BeH9jovkb93cJrPJKLjh0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Ffile%2Fd%2F1Bf1djFYPR5iuodRskaL089xCXyNPwyxT%2Fview%3Fusp%3Ddrive_link&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7Cb50bbe48b94a4088859f08de41766141%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C639020173887522034%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=akaPJROixxcw3UX0zrExfhcPp9YAk%2BEA8Caoxsoqamw%3D&reserved=0


Registration is now open for the older adult trip at www.brethren.org/faithx and 
registration for summer trips will open on Jan. 14, 2026, at 7 p.m. (Eastern time). 

Four trips will be available for junior and senior high youth, an older adult trip will 
take place in February, an adult international trip will be offered in June, and the We 
Are Able trip will be offered in July. Additional information and trip descriptions can 
be found at www.brethren.org/faithx. 

http://www.brethren.org/faithx
http://www.brethren.org/faithx






January Course to Focus on Compassionate Listening 

The January offering from Ventures in Christian Discipleship will be “Building Bridges Between 
Brethren through Compassionate Listening: Let Thy Kingdom Come!” to be presented by Barbara Daté, 
Harriet Koscho, and Joe Vecchio. It will be held online in two sessions, Tuesdays, January 20 and 
27, both at 7:00-9:00 p.m. (Central Time).  

Course Description: This interactive workshop invites Brethren from across the denomination to 
strengthen relationships through deep compassionate listening. How we are going to accomplish this is 
via using the facilitated Daté Discernment Circle (DDC) process. We believe that sharing deeply with 
heartfelt understandings can be a catalyst to healing.  Further, that any fresh understandings could foster 
stronger connections as we build up our beloved Brethren relationships by offering one another 
compassion and empathy.  

Come prepared to listen. Come prepared to share if you wish. Each person who shares will begin with a 
“Prompt” designed to focus on what is meaningful about “being Brethren”, for example: “What ‘Being 
Brethren’ in this time and place means to me…” or “Pain I am recovering from...”. We will be coached to 
use the deep compassionate listening skill, micro-paraphrasing.* As we take turns sharing what is 
meaningful to us, we will also ensure that each person is listened to with respect and understanding by 
each “Special Listener” requested in turn by each “Speaker”. What is especially compelling about this 
DDC model is Barbara’s belief and witness to the “breaking through of the Spirit in our midst” so often 
that she nurtures the sacred space for that possibility! 

Our hope is that a broad cross-section from across our denomination will participate. Then as we nurture 
compassionate understandings we will be able to turn together, shoulder to shoulder to: “Bring forth the 
kingdom of mercy! Bring forth the kingdom of peace!”: Thy Kingdom Come! Amen! 

For those registering, an email with further information will be sent before the workshop. In addition, 
Barbara will offer an extra “Hot-tips” session about the DDC process a few days in advance for those who 
might want a little more preparation. 

*For those curious or even anxious about the skill of micro-paraphrasing (which we will be utilizing to 
reach our goal of deeply understanding one another), feel free to be in touch to request more information. 
You can also check out Barbara’s Ventures session on “Deep Compassionate Listening” (April 15, 
2023). In that previously recorded session, Barbara introduces and teaches the skill of micro-
paraphrasing. Register for this course free in the Ventures course archives: 
https://www.mcpherson.edu/ventures/archive-registration/ 

Assisting Barbara Daté with the workshop will be Harriet Koscho, member of Olympic View Church 
of the Brethren, and Joe Vecchio, member of Restoration LA Church of the Brethren. All three 
facilitators work intensively nurturing intercultural relationships. Barbara and Joe have teamed up 
together for over 30 years, and Barbara began mentoring Harriet two years ago. 

Continuing education credit is available for $10 per course. During the registration process, you will have 
the opportunity to pay for CEUs and give an optional donation to the Ventures program. 

https://www.mcpherson.edu/ventures/archive-registration/


To learn more about Ventures in Christian Discipleship and to register for courses, visit 
www.mcpherson.edu/ventures.  

 

Presenter Bios: 

Barbara Daté is “Hapa” (Hawaiian for “half”) Japanese-American (Sansei) and almost half English with 
a Great-Great-Great-Great Gilliam grandmother who was free but from a slave family in Virginia. Raised 
in the intercultural, interfaith residential York Center Co-op of 79 families founded by Church of the 
Brethren Bethany Seminary couples, Barbara witnessed firsthand diverse folks working through conflicts 
and living together in harmony. This early life experience from age 2 years old provided Barbara with the 
vision that “Peace and harmony is possible!” That foundational experience prepared her work with 
Brethren in 17 Church of the Brethren districts and with indigenous peoples in North America, the Pacific 
Islands and the Irish (in the Republic of Ireland and N. Ireland). She was invited by Brethren Press to be 
the process consultant (along with Mennonite raised/turned Brethren, Phyllis Sensei) to rescue the 
Hymnal Project after years of conflict, resulting in the publication of the 1989 Hymnal (with the 
Mennonites). Barbara wraps up her term on Mission and Ministry Board July 2026. She continues yet 
another decade on the Intercultural Ministries Advisory Team.  

Barbara’s academic and community expertise is in the field of individual & cultural differences and deep 
compassionate listening. She was gifted with the innovative “Daté Discernment Circle” model in the 
midst of an intense district conflict in 1987. This unique procedure has been successfully used throughout 
the world, having first been facilitated by Barbara during an intensive teacher’s strike, and then in myriad 
contexts, including the 50th anniversary of the bombing at Pearl Harbor and at various denominational 
gatherings. 

Barbara holds an Interdisciplinary Master’s Degree in Interpersonal and Small Group Communication and 
Conflict Resolution, as well as a Ph.D. in Counseling Psychology, specializing in Prosocial, Proactive 
Behavior. She taught at 9 colleges/universities and 3 seminaries. Barbara has been a member of the 
Springfield, Oregon Church of the Brethren and the Madtown Brethren Fellowship in Madison, WI. For 
fun and exercise Barbara has been blessed to play her cello in a dozen orchestras in North America, Mau’i 
and Salzburg. 

Harriet Koscho is a member/leader of the Olympic View Church of the Brethren. She has an M.S. in 
Statistics/Computer Science from Purdue University, but her real education came when she started a 
youth group for at-risk minority children in Seattle. Career-wise, she excelled at finding, diagnosing, and 
eliminating difficult software problems - sometimes traveling to China or India to work out solutions. 
Meanwhile, on the weekends, she learned how to de-escalate tensions and inspire young people to create 
a beloved community. As a member of the Standing With People of Color coordinating committee she 
has taken up the co-leadership of the new role, Racial Justice Advocates for Brethren congregations and 
districts. Harriet loves engaging with all kinds of people and she hopes to help you bring out your most 
authentic self. 

Joe Vecchio was a Church of the Brethren pastor in the 1980s and worked for the Pacific Southwest 
District Church of the Brethren as District Administrative Assistant for 30 years. He served almost three 

http://www.mcpherson.edu/ventures


decades with the Intercultural Ministries Advisory Team and 35 years as a camp leader at Camp Peaceful 
Pines. In the past he also worked as a school bus driver and a Union printing press and camera operator. 
Currently, Joe serves with Kids Church and Greeters Ministries at Restoration Los Angeles Church. He 
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from California State University LA and a Master of Divinity 
from Fuller Seminary. Joe is a third generation Sicilian. 

 



















YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT MINISTRIES 

UPCOMING EVENTS/ PROGRAMS 

Aug. 

1 

Sept. 

30 

YOUNG ADULT STEERING COMMITTEE 

APPLICATIONS DUE 

The Young Adult Steering Committee, open to 

those age 18 - 35, plans and hosts Young Adult 

Conference annually. The YASC also produces one 

edition of Bridge, the young adult newsletter. 

Apply at https://forms.gle/2KrREaz9uvyvMKch6 

NATIONAL YOUTH CABINET NOMINATIONS DUE 

Adults are welcome to nominate outstanding youth 

to serve on the next National Youth Cabinet! This 

cabinet will provide significant leadership for 

National Youth Conference 2026. Nomination form 

at https://forms.gle/tNSosJ7NmBEjBX6R7 

Nov. 

3 

NATIONAL JUNIOR HIGH SUNDAY 

Encourage your junior high youth to take the 

lead in worship! Resources will be posted this 

fall at www.brethren.org/yya/jr-high-resources/ 

April 

5 - 9 

CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP SEMINAR 

CCS gives high school students a chance to 

explore the relationship between their faith and 

a particular social justice issue, culminating in 

legislative visits on Capitol Hill. Find out more 

at www.brethren.org/yya/ccs 

www.brethren.org/yya 

Photo credits: Becky Ullom Naugle, Christopher Brumbaugh-Cayford, unknown. 
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