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Logo design by Jess Mosholder 

 
Based on Colossians 1:16-19 

16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, 
things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or powers—all things have been created through him and for 
him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to 
have first place in everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God 
was pleased to dwell, 

 
 

 

Friday Evening, October 10 
• Pastor & Spouse Dinner  5:30 PM 

• Brethren History Trivia Game 
7:00 PM 
 
Ice Cream provided by Eder Financial 
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ATTENTION PLEASE 

There may be filming and photography in this general area 
today. Your presence here constitutes your release, permission and 
consent to be photographed and/or recorded on any media. Pictures 
and/or a recording of you may appear in future projects and your 
presence here grants the right to use your likeness without any 
compensation whatsoever in perpetuity.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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2025 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Saturday, October 11, 2025              Union Bridge Church of the Brethren 

*Times are approximate* 
8:00 am Continental Breakfast      Fellowship Hall 
 Registration                            Entrance Lobby 
 Exhibits – until 3:00 pm      Fellowship Hall 
8:50 am Gathering / Singing     Sanctuary  
9:00 am Seating of Head Table and Greeting 
 Seating of Delegates 
9:10 am Sermon, Scott Linton 
9:25 am  Feet Washing                Sanctuary 
9:45 am Business Session 1: 
   Call to Order / Roll Call    
  Presentation of Slate 
        Slate Approval 

  DEM Report 
  Leadership Team Report 
  Standing Committee Report 
                           Church of the Brethren Report 
  BVS/FaithX Report 
  Eder Financial Report 
10:50 am Announcements / Prayer / Directions 
11:00 pm Workshops       Designated Areas 
12:00 noon Lunch and Exhibits      Fellowship Hall 
1:00 pm Business Session 2                 Sanctuary 

 2026 Budget Presentation 
  Approval of Budget 

                 Reports: On Earth Peace 
          SVMC 

                             Bethany Theological Seminary 
         Shepherd’s Spring 
         Camp Mardela 
3:05 pm Youth Presentation        
3:15 pm Communion  
3:30 pm Consecration of New Leadership 
  Transition of DC Leadership / Passing of the Gavel    
4:00 pm Closing     
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CONFERENCE PERSONNEL 

Conference Officers 
Sharon Linton   Moderator 
Frank Lezotte   Moderator-Elect 
Judy Braun   Clerk 

 
Program and Arrangements Committee 

Ryan Dommer   Doris Grossnickle 
Britnee Linton 

 
On-site Coordinator Team 

Beth Bowman  Joyce Hibberd 
Kaye Horr  Brenda Palsgrove 

Union Bridge Church of the Brethren 
 

Lunch 

Bush Creek Church of the Brethren 
 

Tech Team 
Jeff McKee  Ed Palsgrove 

 

Musicians 
Audrey Bowman Mary Sue Grossnickle 

 
Parliamentarian 

James Benedict 
 

Timekeeper 
Doris Grossnickle 

 
District Staff 

Doug Veal, District Executive Minister 
 Jo Ann Landon, Administrative Assistant 

 
Thank you to the staff and many volunteers at Union Bridge Church of 
the Brethren for their time and tremendous effort to make their home 
church a welcoming and comfortable home for the Mid-Atlantic District 
Conference. Thank you to Bush Creek Church of the Brethren for 
preparing today’s lunch. 
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WORKSHOPS  11:00 am to Noon 

On the Other Hand: Seeing Both Sides of Divisive Issues 
 

Speaking out of his own faith journey and encounters with differing 
perspectives within the church, Annual Conference Moderator Don 
Fitzkee will reflect on some of the issues that divide us and offer 
thoughts on how people who read the same Bible arrive at different 
conclusions. Are changing perspectives evidence of corrupted faith or 
new light springing forth from the Word? He’s heard it both ways. 
 

Presenter: Don Fitzkee, AC Moderator 
 
Risk Taking as a Worship Tool 
 

One of the hindrances to pure, Holy Spirit led worship is often ourselves. 
Sometimes we unintentionally put up a guard restricting our openness. 
What would it look like if we were vulnerable during worship? How can 
we step into Spirit-led risks in our worship together? Presented by district 
Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team 
 

Presenter: Dylan Rinehart, Pastor of Thurmont COB 
 
FaithX & BVS – Faith in Action as an Older Adult 
 

Are you looking for meaningful ways to serve others and deepen your 
faith as an older adult? Come learn about Church of the Brethren 
FaithX and Brethren Volunteer Service (BVS)—two programs that 
offer hands-on service opportunities grounded in peace, justice, and 
community. FaithX offers short-term service trips for all ages, including a 
trip specifically for adults ages 55 and older. BVS provides long-term 
placements in which adults over the age of 18 can spend 6 months or 
more in a volunteer placement to advocate justice, work for peace, serve 
human need, and care for creation. Whether you're interested in a one-
week experience or a year-long commitment, this workshop will explore 
how you can engage in purposeful service—and how you can inspire 
people of all ages in your church to carry on the Church of the Brethren’s 
legacy of service. 
 

Speaker: Marissa Witkovsky-Eldred, Brethren Volunteer Service | 
Coordinator of Short Term Service 
 
The Ministry of Shepherds Spring … 35 years and beyond: 
successes, challenges, and opportunities.  Where and how 
congregations and volunteers can invest their time, talents, and 
resources in this special ministry setting. 
 

Presented by: David Rogers, Chair of the Board, and members of the 
Board. 
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EXHIBITS 
 

Friday from 5:00 pm  Saturday 8:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

 

Visit the following exhibits in the Fellowship hall: 

Anabaptist Disabilities Network 

Bethany Theological Seminary 

Brethren Disaster Ministries 

Brethren Volunteer Service/FaithX 

Camp Mardela 

Church of the Brethren 

On Earth Peace 

Spirituality and Congregational Life  (Gestalt Pastoral Care) 
 

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center (SVMC) 
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 Mid-Atlantic District Conference Guidelines 
For Exhibit Space and Literature Distribution   

PURPOSE:  District Conference exhibits are primarily for the purpose of 
information and interpretation of District, denominational and related agencies. 

While District Conference is a forum bringing together Brethren with a variety of 
interest and opinions, it is not a public forum like the “public square” where 
practically no limits on speech and activity are permitted.  We come together as a 
Christian communion – that part of Christ’s Body called “The Church of the 
Brethren” – which calls for some discipline as to the kinds of activity and 
information permitted.  In academic and secular settings, constitutional rights and 
the need for stimulation of clashing ideas will be protected. At District 
Conference, we come as those already affirming that Christ is Lord, and we are 
convened as the faithful people of God. 

In light of traditional views about non-resistance, for example, it would be 
inappropriate to extend exhibition space to the Army recruitment office or events 
urging war or military action.  Nor would it be appropriate to provide space and a 
forum for persons promoting atheism or the banning of Bibles.  Clearly, some 
limitations for use of space are appropriate. 

As the group charged with responsibility for planning and organizing District 
Conference activities each year, the Program and Arrangements Committee is 
faced with trying to establish appropriate limits.  It has adopted the following 
statement of policy as to limits: 

All information and literature distributed by exhibitors 
should be compatible with authorized District Conference 
activities and in support of the unity of the body.  District 
Conference Program and Arrangements Committee 
reserves the right to restrict the distribution of information 
or literature which it judges threatens the unity of the 
body. 

In some cases, like the examples used above, there is such clear Church of the 
Brethren statements or traditions that the correct decisions are easily made.  In 
other cases, the decisions are not as clear. 

The following guidelines will be applied by the Program and Arrangements 
Committee as it seeks to evaluate requests for space. 

1. Priority will be given to exhibits of District and denominational programs 
and agencies which are directly connected to those programs which 
support the ideals, purposes, and principles of the Church of the 
Brethren. 

2. All printed material will be distributed to the delegates and to others 
within the arena where business is being conducted only by Conference 
appointed tellers and ushers and with the approval of the Conference 
officers. 
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3. No person or group, other than District Conference Officers and Ministry 
Teams and District Leadership Team is to distribute literature or use 
space in the Conference facilities except by authorization of the 
Program and Arrangements Committee. 

4. No person or group having authorization for space or distribution of 
literature shall extend the use of that authorization to others or use it for 
the distribution of literature of others without prior consent of the 
Program and Arrangements Committee.  Unauthorized use of space 
may cause the forfeiture of the right of the authorized user. 

5. Unless literature or other information is clearly similar to materials or 
information traditionally distributed by Exhibitors at District Conference, 
it must be cleared by Program and Arrangements Committee. 

6. Program and Arrangements Committee may restrict or exclude 
exhibitors or materials which: 

a. Conflict with Annual and District Conference statements; 
b. Appear to lobby for particular action on business pending at 

District Conference (this is not intended to prevent the 
distribution of information on the issues); 

c. Disrupts or threatens to disrupt the Bond of Peace, the Unity of 
the Body, by personal criticisms, disparagement of others, or 
lack of kindness to those with differing views; 

d. Goes beyond the scope of activities for which the particular 
exhibitor or organization is authorized. 

7. Sales are limited by those groups meeting the above standards and 
special approval from Program and Arrangements Committee 60 days 
prior to District Conference.  Groups selling articles will accept full 
responsibility for the security of the items and any monies involved. 

8. Any objection to decisions of the Program and Arrangements 
Committee can be appealed, in writing, to the District Leadership Team.  
The decision of the Leadership Team is final. 

 

Adopted by Program and Arrangements Committee 
March 4, 1997 
 
Affirmed by Program and Arrangements Committee 
March 28, 2005 
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Prior Conference Moderators
 

Harry M. Gardner 1967 
Earl M. Zigler  1968 
DeWitt L Miller 1969 
Paul W. Kinsel 1970 
Carl F. Smith  1971 
Glenn F. Timmons 1972 
C. Henry Hunsberger 1973 
Ralph L Detrick 1974 
Byron Berkey  1975 
Mary Smeltzer 1976 
Floyd R Mason 1977 
Edward K Ziegler 1978 
Louise D Bowman 1979 
J. David Eberly, Jr. 1980 
Paul L Groff  1981 
Wendell Flory  1982 
Sue Snyder  1983 
Wayne F Buckle 1984 
James S Flora 1985 
Carol Spangler 1986 
David Fouts  1987 
Paul D Steiner 1988 
Beverly W Kline 1989 
J. Paul Wampler 1990 
J. David Eberly, Jr. 1991 
Connie B. Davis 1992 
John Thompson 1993 
Donna F. Steiner 1994 
Mary Louise Dotterer 1995 

 
Fred Wilhelm  1996 
C. Henry Hunsberger 1997 
Ann Eberly  1998 
John Earl Hutchinson 1999 
Scott Duffey  2000 
Linda Barkdoll 2001 
Ken Wenger  2002 
Jim Benedict  2003 
Charlotte Bear 2004 
John Thompson 2005 
Jeffrey Carter  2006 
Gretchen Zience 2007 
Dale Posthumus 2008 
Michael Staubs 2009 
Cinda Showalter 2010 
James Lohr  2011 
Kimberly McDowell 2012 
Kathy Benedict 2013 
Craig Stutzman 2014 
Glenn McCrickard 2015 
Lois Ann Glessner 2016 
Brian Bachman 2017 
Linda Lambert            2018 
Sona Wenger  2019 
Allen O’Hara  2020 
Allen O’Hara  2021 
Ellen Wile  2022 
Melvin Cheshire 2023 
Calvin Park  2024 
 



Alphabet Soup / Glossary 
 
As with any good-sized organization, the Church of the Brethren has defined 
some acronyms we use to simplify the way we talk about ourselves. For those 
new to our church, it can be a bit confusing. Below is a list of some of the 
acronyms we use in our denomination, as well as some that are specific to the 
Mid-Atlantic District. 

ACRONYM ORGANIZATION 
AC Annual Conference 
ACC Annual Conference Council 
BDM Brethren Disaster Ministries 
BP Brethren Press 
BPF Brethren Peace Fellowship 
BSC Brethren Service Center 
BVS Brethren Volunteer Service 
CCMT Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team 
CETT Continuing Education Task Team 
COB Church of the Brethren 
CODE Council of District Executives 
CORE Church Outreach, Renewal and Evangelism 
EFSM Education for Shared Ministry 
EYN Church of the Brethren in Nigeria 
FPMT Finance and Property Ministry Team 
HPI Heifer Project International 
LCT Leadership Calling Team 
LT Leadership Team 
MAA Mutual Aid Association 
MITT Ministry Interviewing Task Team 
MRF Ministry Report Form 
NCP New Community Project 
NOAC National Older Adult Conference 
NYC National Youth Conference 
OSMT Outreach and Service Ministry Team 
OEP On Earth Peace 
OMA Outdoor Ministries Association 
PATT Program and Arrangements Task Team 
PJTT Peace and Justice Task Team 
RfM Readiness for Ministry 
SCLMT Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team 
SS Shepherd’s Spring, Inc. 
SVMC Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center 
TRIM Training in Ministry 
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Business Conduct  

No one shall speak more than twice on the same question. The first speech shall 
be limited to three minutes and the second to two minutes. This shall not include 
the explanation of a report or a paper called for by the Moderator. 
All appeals from the rulings of the Moderator shall be decided by the voting body. 
Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the standard for any point not covered by 
these rules. 

Parliamentary Procedures in Brief 
In order that the delegate body may participate readily in the parliamentary 
aspects of the business sessions, the following summary of the more common 
kinds of action may be helpful. 
When you want to bring before the Conference for its consideration a particular 
subject or item of business: 
The proper motion is: MAIN MOTION – A main motion requires a second, is 
debatable, is amendable, and requires a majority vote to pass (or two-thirds vote 
if previously agreed on by Conference action.) 
FORM: “I move that….” Or “I move the adoption (acceptance, approval) of this 
report.” 
When you want to modify or in some way appropriately dispose of a matter of 
business, you may (motions listed in ascending order of precedence): 
 
MOVE TO LAY ON THE TABLE, OR TAKE FROM THE TABLE 

(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, simple majority to pass) 
OBJECT: to lay aside business in such a manner that its consideration may be 
renewed later.  
FORM:  “I move that this matter be laid on the table” or “I move to take from the 
table….” 
 
MOVE THE PREVIOUS QUESTION 

(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, two-thirds vote to pass) 
OBJECT:  to stop debate on the immediately pending question. 
FORM: “I move the previous question.” Please note that merely calling “question” 
from the floor is not the same as a motion for the previous question and does not 
obligate the moderator take a vote. 
 
MOVE TO POSTPONE TO A SET TIME 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass) 
OBJECT: unlike tabling, the business is considered at a later time without 
needing to be “taken from the table.”   
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                         Business Conduct  (continued) 

FORM:  “I move that this matter be postponed to….” 
 

MOVE TO COMMIT, REFER, OR RECOMMIT 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass) 
OBJECT: to place the business in the hands of a few for later reporting to the 
Conference (for major changes) 
FORM: “I move that this matter be referred to a committee of …to be names by… 
with instruction…” 
 
MOVE TO AMEND 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass)  
FORM: “I move to amend the motion by striking out…..”  
“I move to amend the motion by inserting…between…and…” 
“I move to amend the motion by adding….after….” 
“I move to amend the motion by striking out….and inserting….” 
“I move to amend by striking out…  and substituting this (read or state the 
substitute.)” 
  
When you want to take an action governing the conduct of business, you may 
introduce: 
PRIVILEGED AND INCIDENTAL MOTIONS 

Although they are not related to the pending question, these motions take 
precedence over the current business.  These motions are not debatable. 
 
MOVE TO ADJOURN OR RECESS 
OBJECT: to dismiss a meeting or to provide for an intermission  
FORM:  “I move that we adjourn…  (recess while…or until…)” 
 
RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE 
OBJECT: to get the attention of the moderator at once, to ask a question, or to 
attend to some matter that cannot wait. 
FORM: “I rise to a question of privilege.”  
 
RISE TO A POINT OF ORDER 
OBJECT:  to raise the question as to whether there has been a breach of order. 

FORM:  “I rise to a point of order.” 
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Guidelines for Sacred Sharing 
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DEDICATION OF DELEGATES  

2025 Mid-Atlantic District Conference 

 
Moderator: For the discernment of God's will and the courage to 
act upon it. 

Delegates: We dedicate ourselves to humble and prayerful service. 

Moderator: For the trust placed in us by our local churches to 
represent their voice. 

Delegates: We accept this sacred responsibility.  

Moderator: For unity in this conference and wisdom in our 
decisions, for the good of the whole church. 

Delegates: We dedicate ourselves to seeking consensus. 

Moderator: For a spirit of mutual understanding, respecting all 
viewpoints within the body of Christ. 

Delegates: We dedicate ourselves to listening with open 
hearts and minds.  

(In Unison) 

Almighty God, you have given us the will to do these things.  
Graciously give us the strength and compassion to perform 
them.  Strengthen and renew all of us in your promise, so that 
we may serve this world in all its need, through Jesus Christ 
our Savior.  Amen. 
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SLATE AND NOMINEE INFORMATION 
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SLATE / BALLOT 
2025 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 
For terms beginning in 2026                    October 11, Union Bridge COB 

 

Candidates Affirm 
✔ 

Do Not Affirm 
✔ 

      
Moderator Elect:               
Sandi Evans Rogers (Westminster)              2026 

    

      
Clerk: 
Suzanne S. Bowdle (Denton)                        2028 (1) 

  

      
Leadership Team:     

Area 1  -  Ken George   (Ridgely)                  2028 (1) 
 

  

Area 7  -  Shalome Lane   (Beaver Creek)    2028 (1)     

Area 8  -  Michael Staubs   (Mountain View) 2028 (1)   

      
Leadership Team At- Large:     

Tom Jouannet   (Grossnickle)                       2028 (2)     
      
Leadership Calling Team (called by Leadership Team)     

Area 5  -  Vacant                                           2028        

Area 6  -  Vacant                                           2028   

Area 8     Vacant                                           2028   

   
Standing Committee Representatives   

Calvin Park   (Brownsville)                            2028 (1)   

   
Program and Arrangements 
 

  

Laura Frye   (Brownsville)                             2028 (1)   

Doris Grossnickle   (Grossnickle)                 2028 (2)   
   
Camp Mardela Board, At-Large   

Currently Vacant   
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Geographic Areas for District Representation 

  

Area 
  

                    Member Congregations 

1   Bethany, Community of Joy, Denton, Easton, Fairview, 
Greenhill, Ridgely 

2  GraceWay, First Baltimore, 
Friendship, Long Green Valley, Reisterstown, Woodberry 

3   Arlington, Flower Hill, University Park, Washington City 

4   Dranesville, Hollywood, Manassas, Midland, Nokesville, Oakton, 
Woodbridge 

5   Bush Creek, Edgewood, Glade Valley, Meadow Branch,  
Piney Creek, Sam’s Creek, Union Bridge, Westminster 

6   Frederick, Grossnickle, Harmony, Locust Grove, Monocacy, 
Pleasant View, Thurmont 

7   Beaver Creek, Broadfording, Brownsville, Downsville, 
Hagerstown, Longmeadow, Manor, Sharpsburg, Welty 

8     Allensville, Fellowship, Johnsontown, Moler Avenue,  
  Mountain View 

 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHURCHES IN THE  
MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT = 53 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
NAME:      Sandi Evans Rogers 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:        Moderator Elect 
 
CONGREGATION:    Westminster COB  
 
VOCATION:     Interim Pastor 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:      
Present:     OEP COB Gun Violence Prevention Action Team;  

Womaen’s Caucus Steering Team 
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:           
Present:     CCT 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Intentional Interim Pastor, Associate Pastor  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be 
of interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    MOM’S 
Demand Action, Frederick Co-Local Lead  
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the 
church of interest to you:  
Peace and Justice, being Jesus in the Neighborhood 
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :  
A community of faith where we experience and share the love Jesus 
lived and died for with all Abba’s kids. Where we authentically share life 
with one another, welcome one another, accept one another, value one 
another, forgive one another, and love one another as we love ourselves.    
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Suzanne S. Bowdle  
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Conference Clerk  
 
CONGREGATION:    Denton Church of the Brethren
  
VOCATION:    Science Teacher  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:   Annual Conference Delegate 
Present:     
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    MITT Committee Member 
Present:    Camp Mardela Board Member 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Deacon, Board Member, Church Clerk, Sunday 
School Teacher, Choir Member
  
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be 
of interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:     
Counselor/Director at Camp Mardela for over 40 years.
  
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the 
church of interest to you:  
  
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH : 
To continue the work of Jesus in a loving, peaceful manner that invites all 
persons to be part of God’s community. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:      Kenneth W. George 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:        Area 1 Representative 
 
CONGREGATION:    Ridgely CoB  
 
VOCATION:     Retired/part-time pastor position 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:      
Present:      
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:      
Present:      
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Everything required of a pastor- Part-time position, 
full-time job!  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:     
Contributor to the meditations in the Living Word Bulletins (Brethren 
Press), Volunteer at Camp Mardela, Member of Caroline County 
Christian Clergy Association (4CA), Contributor to the Pastoral 
Ponderings column in the local paper (Caroline Review), Speaker during 
the Lenten Series sponsored by the 4CA 
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you: I want to continue learning through Bethany 
Theological Seminary’s TRIM program. My goal is ordination.  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :  With membership dwindling, I 
want to find ways to help the church grow. As God and the Holy Spirit led 
me to the pulpit, so do I count on their vision to help in this endeavor. It 
may require trying new things that we may not be used to, but it will take 
courage and patience to bring this about.  
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:      Shalom Black Lane 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:      Leadership Team Area 7 representative 
 
CONGREGATION:    Beaver Creek  
 
VOCATION:     Local Government Administration 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     multiple years as Annual Conference delegate and attendee  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     Peace & Justice Committee; District Conference delegate; 
summer staff at Shepherd’s Spring; counselor at Camp Mardela and 
Camp Eder; District Youth Cabinet  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Church Board member and commission chair, 
Children’s Church teacher, worship leader, interim ministry team, youth 
leader  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Girl Scout Troop 
Leader; Leadership programs for Washington County, Franklin County, 
and Loudoun County  
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you: Peace and social justice work; strategic planning and 
management; policy creation and interpretation.  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :       Our beloved community is at a 
time of transition and change, but local churches and Districts can help 
to bind us together by providing resources to foster strong and consistent 
affirmations of our common values. With Christ as our example, the 
Church of the Brethren equips members for lives of service, at any and 
every age.  
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:      Michael Staubs 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:   Leadership Team -Area 8 Representative      
 
CONGREGATION:    Mountain View Church of the Brethren  
 
VOCATION:    Ordained Pastor  2010 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     N/A 
Present:    N/A  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     Moderator / Moderator Elect  
Present:     N/A 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Senior Pastor – 28 years  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES                               
Served as Community Spiritual Director - WV Emmaus Community 2015-
2020    
Led 4 Mission teams – 3 to Port Au Prince Haiti / 1 to Chisec, Guatemala 
Trained at Christian Healing Ministries – Jacksonville, Florida  
Substitute Teacher – Berkeley County Schools – 7 years  
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:  
Healing / Deliverance Ministry   
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :     
 The church today should be an imitation of the church in Acts where the 
ministry gifts of the Holy Spirit are allowed to operate freely. We should 
be calling out the gifts of preaching and teaching in the local church so 
as to meet the needs of the local church.  
As well we should be teaching the church to share the gospel message 
succinctly and with passion.   
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
 NAME: Thomas Jouannet  
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION: At-large Leadership Team  
 
CONGREGATION: Grossnickle Church of the Brethren  
 
VOCATION:  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES  
Past:  
Present:  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES  
Past: Member and then chair of Finance and Property Commission (6 
years); Member on Shepherd's Spring Board.  
Present: Atlantic large leadership team  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES  
Present and past: Deacon, Ministry commission, Board Chair, Finance.  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past: Volunteer cook with 
Myersville Fire Company, Lions Club, Wolfsville Ruritan.  

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you: Shepherd's Spring Church Camp, building up the 
Church to become more vibrant in the Neighborhood.  

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH: Continuing to reinvigorate the 
Church and bring Jesus to others.  
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
NAME: Calvin Park       
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION: Standing Committee        
 
CONGREGATION: Brownsville     
 
VOCATION: Pastor     
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past: AC Worship Planning Team; ACTS Course Instructor     
Present: 
 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past: District Moderator; CEEMT Member; CETT Member      
Present: CCMT Member      
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past: Currently serve as pastor for the Brownsville 
congregation. I have served as both a senior pastor and as a youth 
pastor within the CoB. This has given me the opportunity to work with 
Christian education committees and church boards and to connect with 
both our larger denomination as well as the communities in which we 
minister     
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past: I’ve worked with 
community organizations such as food banks and have worked together 
with other churches on ecumenical worship services or ministries     
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you: I’m particularly passionate about discipleship and 
spiritual formation, helping individuals along their unique faith journeys. 
Within that realm I’m particularly passionate about youth ministry and 
family ministry.  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :         
We are a unique church, us brethren. We have a wide diversity of 
theological opinion, spoken language, ethnicity and culture, social status, 
income, and upbringing. In many ways it reminds me of the early church. 
The Apostle Paul constantly encourages the churches to which he writes 
that they are one in Christ, that their differences are a feature, not a bug. 
The reality of disparate people coming together as one church was part 
of the incredible witness the early church had to the power of the Holy 
Spirit. I believe we are called to continue witnessing in the same way to 
the Holy Spirit’s power today.   
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
NAME:      Laura Frye 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:        Program and Arrangements Team 
 
CONGREGATION:    Brownsville  
 
VOCATION:     Human Resources Manager 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     Served as a Delegate at Annual Conference 
Present:     N/A 
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     Played music at District Conference; Served as site coordinator 
for District Conference 
Present:     N/A 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Member of Board; Board Chair(man); Praise Team; 
Worship Leader; Outreach Committee; Music & Worship Committee; 
Christian Education Committee; Nursery Helper; Sunday School Teacher  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Served as a volunteer 
for multiple youth organizations in the community 
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:  
I’m most interested in community outreach.  I believe it is critical for the 
church to be part of their community and reach out to those in need.  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :         
I see the Church of the Brethren as a Christ-centered community where 
all are truly welcome, no matter their story. I feel strongly that we’re 
called to live out our faith by serving others and reaching out with 
compassion. The church should be a space where people are heard, 
relationships grow, and lives are changed through love and shared 
purpose. I hope we can keep being a hopeful, healing presence in the 
world. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
NAME:      Doris Grossnickle 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Program and Arrangements     
 
CONGREGATION:    Grossnickle Church of the Brethren  
 
VOCATION:     Media Specialist 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:   N/A   
Present:    N/A  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     I have served on the Program and Arrangements committee for 
the past three years. 
Present:     Program and Arrangements Committee 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:   Deacon, Ministry commission   
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Youth leader, Sunday 
School Teacher, VBS director 
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you: Deacon ministries are rewarding because it allows me 
to serve all ages of God’s children from visiting nursing homes to helping 
at Vacation Bible School. Serving on the Programs and Arrangements 
committee has allowed me to experience the wider Brethren body and 
the ministries that unite us as one.  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :      
Stand firm in our belief that Christ is our savior who was sent to redeem 
our sins and we are to be the non-judgmental light and love in this 
broken world. 
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District Executive Minister Report 2025 District Conference 
 
At the end of June, I completed my first year as your district executive 
minister. Coming into this role, I certainly had expectations for what it 
would be like to be your DEM, and while some of those have come true, 
there has also been many things that I would never have expected or 
thought of before starting in this role. The majority of this has been things 
that have been very wonderful to experience and to learn from, while 
there certainly have been experiences and situations that have proved 
challenging. Overall, I have been greatly enjoying my ministry here in the 
Mid-Atlantic District and continue to appreciate your trusting me in this 
role. 
I set a goal of worshipping with every congregation in the district within 
two years of beginning my ministry among you. I continue to work on my 
goal of visiting each congregation for worship. As of the submission of 
this report, I have worshiped in thirty-one of the congregations in the 
district. I will continue to work on attending worship with every 
congregation in the district by the end of next June. If I have not yet been 
to your congregation, I welcome invitations to visit your congregation 
over the next several months. 
I continue to connect with my district executive colleagues through the 
Council of District Executives. I attended the winter meeting in 
Melbourne, Florida from January 22 to January 29. This included an 
educational training session for newer district executive ministers as well 
as the regular meeting of the Council.  
We held our second in-person meeting prior to Annual Conference from 
June 30 to July 2.In addition to our regular work of hearing updates from 
all of the districts, discussing ongoing work of various CODE committees, 
and meeting with agency and denominational staff, we spent  a 
significant amount of time in the Standing Committee meeting this year. 
We met with Standing Committee to work on nominations for the 
denominational level as well as observing and listening to the 
discussions around both the query from the Illinois/Wisconsin district and 
the query we sent this year.  
CODE will be holding an additional in-person meeting this year from 
October 13 to 15. I will be planning to travel out early on the 13th and 
return late on the 15th. Next year’s winter CODE meeting will be held in 
Miami, Florida from January 28 through February 1. I will be traveling to 
the meeting on January 27 and returning on February 2. This will include 
both the regular winter CODE meeting as well as some additional time 
for a cross-cultural experience largely with the Haitian Brethren 
community in the area. 
After Annual Conference, I was asked and agreed to serve the   
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                   District Executive Minister Report (continued) 
 
remainder of an unexpired term on the Ministry Advisory Committee for 
the denomination. This group is made up of representatives from 
institutions having educational and/or administrative oversight regarding 
the set-apart ministry in the Church of the Brethren.  
I began holding meet-and-greet sessions across the district in January. I 
am planning on holding one session in each area of the district. 
Westminster hosted the first meeting in January, Manassas held the 
second in February, Easton held the third session in March, and 1st 
Baltimore held the fourth session in May. As of the submission of this 
report, Moler Avenue was scheduled to hold a session on August 17 and 
Hagerstown will be holding a session on November 9. I will be working 
on scheduling a session in Areas 3 and 6. 
Pastoral placement work continues to be a joy while facing ongoing 
challenges. The number of open congregations in our district, and across 
the denomination, far outstrips the supply of pastors currently. Since last 
district conference, the Dranesville congregation called Joey Moss from 
interim to pastor as of January 1, 2025, the Grossnickle congregation 
called Kinley Simmers as of April 1, 2025 and the Manassas 
congregation called Mark Pickens to a part-time associate pastor 
position as of July 1, 2025.  Currently, we have ten pastoral openings in 
the district. 
Since last year’s District Conference, we have licensed one person to the 
set-apart ministry, Gideon Elliott from Mountain View congregation. In 
that same time, we have ordained three people to the set-apart ministry: 
Matt Rittle of the Arlington congregation, Yakubu Bakfwash of the 
Graceway congregation, and Keith Carter of the 1st Baltimore 
congregation.  
I had opportunities to visit both of the camps in our district, Camp 
Mardela and Shepherd’s Spring. In May, I enjoyed visiting the yard sale 
at Camp Mardela on one weekend and then attending the 35th 
Anniversary Celebration at Shepherd’s Spring the next weekend. Both 
continue to provide a wonderful summer camping ministry as well as 
other opportunities to use their facilities. 
In April, I attended the annual benefit dinner for the Mid-Atlantic Disaster 
Auction at Bush Creek. I then attended the Mid-Atlantic Disaster Auction 
in early May. It was wonderful to learn that these events raised 
significant funds for the ongoing work of the Church of the Brethren 
Disaster Ministries. 
Another significant aspect of my work is meeting with various committees 
and task teams of the district. These include the Calling and 
Credentialing Ministry Team, the Spirituality and Congregational Life  
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                   District Executive Minister Report (continued) 
 
Ministry Team, the Leadership Calling Team, and the Program and 
Arrangements Committee, the Personnel Relations Team, the 
Leadership Advisory Team, and the planning committee for the Dunker 
Church service.  
As I mentioned in a newsletter article earlier this year, the CORE 
(Church Outreach, Renewal and Evangelism) Ministry Team needs new 
members. This is an opportunity for anyone interested in renewal, 
evangelism, and church planting to work with the district to address 
these important issues. 
On May 1, we welcomed two new people to the district staff as Regional 
Ministry Associates: Charlotte Bear and Rusty Curling. Even though it 
has only been a short time since they began, I am very excited to 
continue to work with them to expand their task of connecting with local 
congregations. As originally envisioned, we have a third spot available 
for the Regional Ministry Associate team and continue to seek 
candidates to fill out the team. 
I am very grateful for the grace that was extended to me for missing last 
year’s District Conference after the unexpected passing of my mother 
just before the conference began. I want to express my thanks for the 
many prayers and cards that I received after that news was shared with 
the district.  
This is of course a very short snapshot of the work that I am doing as 
your new district executive minister. I am glad to be here, and to be 
working with you all in the important ministries of our district. I continue to 
pray that our congregations, our pastors, and our members, will be 
renewed in their faith and are inspired to continue the work of Jesus, 
peacefully, simply, and together. 
 
In Christ, 
Doug Veal 
District Executive Minister 
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Regional Ministry Associate Charlotte Bear 
Report to 2025 District Conference 

 
With my position as a Regional Ministry Associate for the Mid-Atlantic 
District being only recently created, I continue to explore varied 
approaches as I reach out to my assigned congregations. I have been 
able to initiate contact with every one of these congregations via email, 
telephone, or a handwritten note and have had multiple contacts with 
quite a few of them – sometimes with pastors, sometimes with lay 
leaders.  I served as pulpit supply for one congregation and, in several 
cases, have assisted with, or am in the process of assisting with, 
congregational problem-solving matters.  I anticipate visiting each one of 
these congregations for worship sometime in the next year.  I have also 
had the opportunity to meet in person with several pastors, have made 
plans to meet with another, and am in the process of scheduling a lunch 
gathering with the Northern Virginia pastors.   

In this RMA role, I have already experienced its potential for helping our 
churches maintain better connections.  I encourage and welcome 
anyone – whether pastor, laity, or district leadership – to reach out to me 
with any concerns relevant to my assigned congregations, or with any 
suggestions or ideas that might help me serve more effectively.  

Peace & grace to all,    

 ~Charlotte Bear 

 

 

  

Congregations w/ Charlotte Bear as Regional Ministry Associate  

Arlington Woodbridge 
Dranesville Brownsville 
Hollywood Allensville 
Manassas Fellowship 
Midland Johnsontown 
Nokesville Moler Avenue 
Oakton Mountain View 
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Regional Ministry Associate Rusty Curling 
Report to 2025 District Conference 

 
I have been contacting congregations and setting up meeting times. 
Since I am not presently serving in a congregation on Sunday mornings 
I’m trying to set up Sunday visits, to experience worship with the 
congregation, meet some of the members and the pastor if I don’t 
already know them, briefly introduce myself and the new position of RMA 
and mostly listen. 
 
At the time of this writing, I have visited with Community of Joy in 
Salisbury, had kind of unofficial visits with Denton and Easton since I 
was already scheduled to fill the pulpit for these congregations and have 
a visit scheduled for August 17 with Baltimore First Church. Hopefully by 
the time of conference I will have visited several more congregations and 
will have plans for more. My schedule was already packed when I took 
this position, but my Fall calendar is pretty wide open for lots of 
opportunities. 
 
As relationships are built I also hope to offer some services, including 
pulpit supply, helping with church renewal strategies, and connecting 
ministers and congregations so they can share and learn from each 
other.  
 
My strategy at the beginning is to offer a listening ear and help to 
congregations. Very often I have heard from congregations, “What has 
the District done for us lately?” Well I hope we can help to make that 
answer by living it.  
 
I also hope to come to the District with ideas that can help our 
congregations not just to survive but to thrive in the challenging 
environment they are ministering in. 
 
If you are on the Eastern Shore, the Baltimore area or the DC area north 
of the river, I hope to see you soon. 
 
Blessings In Christ, 
 
Rusty Curling 
 
  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   37                                        Union Bridge 2025 
 

 District Leadership Team 2025 Report 
 
Take care of the group of people you are responsible for. They are God’s 
flock. Watch over that flock because you want to, not because you are 
forced to do it. That is how God wants it. Do it because you are happy to 
serve. 
        1 Peter 5:2 
Greetings to all who fellowship with the Mid-Atlantic District through your 
worship, prayers, support, and engagement! The year that has passed 
since this body last gathered for District Conference has been a full one, 
presenting challenges requiring prayerful consideration and revealing 
opportunities for joyful celebration. The Leadership Team of the district 
has earnestly sought to have as many perspectives as possible 
represented in conversations, sometimes even in contrast to their own 
desires and beliefs. 
 
Roughly a month after every District Conference, the Leadership Team 
holds their final meeting of the calendar year. This is when the chair and 
vice chair are chosen, departing members conclude their time of service, 
and new members are welcomed. Ben Bear and Lindsay Wenger were 
both called to serve another year as the chair and vice chair, 
respectively. After graciously giving of their time and talents, the three 
team members that rotated off Leadership Team this past year were: 
Erin Olinger, Area 4 Representative and Communications Ministry Team 
liaison; Calvin Park, 2024 District Moderator and Calling & Credentialing 
Ministry Team chair; and Craig Stutzman, Standing Committee. They 
each provided valuable insights and perspectives to the work being done 
within and on behalf of the district. Please be sure to thank them for 
serving the district and take time to hear about their experiences if you 
get the chance. 
 
There were more new faces joining the Leadership Team this year than 
usual. The three incoming members who filled the aforementioned roles 
are: Terrie Cox, Area 4 Representative; Frank Lezotte, Moderator-elect; 
and Scott Linton, Standing Committee. The Area 8 Representative 
position that had been vacant was filled during the spring by Mike 
Staubs. The two new Regional Ministry Associates – Charlotte Bear and 
Rusty Curling – began their work with the district this past spring and join 
the Leadership Team in a non-voting ex officio capacity. 
The Leadership Team approved two requests of $2500 for financial  
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District Leadership Team 2025 Report (continued) 
 
support this spring. One was gifted to Shepherd’s Spring to underwrite 
the expenses incurred for providing food for their 35th anniversary 
celebration on May 17. Camp Mardela received the second gift after 
finding out that a new Maryland law now requires background checks for 
all of their summer camp volunteers. The Leadership Team recognizes 
that the district has limited funds and seeks to be responsible stewards 
of its resources. At the same time, both camps have a long history with 
the district, having once been owned and operated by the district until 
they became independent nonprofits in the 2000s. The unique 
relationship between the camps and the district – along with the 
expectation that these expenses will be covered or not needed in future 
years – led to the decision to support these two ministries with these 
one-time gifts. 
 
In an effort to reestablish a stronger relationship between the two camps 
and the district, a new liaison role was created: Camp Connector. This 
role exists on a trial basis as the district seeks to find meaningful ways to 
engage with both camps in their respective ministries. A member of the 
Leadership Team will now be tasked with relating to their assigned camp 
and sharing updates at the quarterly meetings. Terrie Cox has agreed to 
be the Camp Connector for Shepherd’s Spring while Rusty Curling will fill 
that role in relating to Camp Mardela. 
 
One of the more challenging responsibilities of the Leadership Team is 
working with congregations in the district who are exploring whether they 
might want to disaffiliate from the denomination. There are currently four 
congregations that have shared with district leadership that they are 
having these sorts of discussions. Whenever these notices are received, 
the District Executive Minister reaches out to that congregation to hear 
their concerns and to offer having a small team of district representatives 
come meet with the congregation and/or its leadership. The leadership of 
at least one of these congregations has resisted following the district’s 
guidelines for congregations choosing to disaffiliate from the district and 
denomination, which has resulted in needing to engage the district’s 
legal counsel. This has been done to ensure that all members of the 
congregation seeking to depart has had a chance to hear from and ask 
questions of district leadership, as well as to guarantee that any 
members seeking to remain with the Church of the Brethren have the  
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District Leadership Team 2025 Report (continued) 
 
support and resources entitled to them. It is always the desire of the 
district to work amicably with congregations in discernment whenever 
possible. 
 
On the administrative front, Jo Ann Landon continues to provide 
excellent organization and support to the district office, staff, and ministry 
teams. It is not uncommon to hear from Church of the Brethen members 
in other parts of the country how much they appreciate her work when 
they reference communications with the district office. Similarly, Doug 
Veal has been an excellent representation for the district both on a local 
and denominational scale. He has demonstrated remarkable patience 
and levelheadedness during tense moments, provided firm and accurate 
information when challenged, and always seeks to act with the love of 
Christ in even the most difficult encounters. The flexibility of Charlotte 
Bear and Rusty Curling has been valuable as they seek to fulfill the 
relational work of the Regional Ministry Associate positions, helping 
district leadership to better understand how their role may be best 
utilized as well as what types of limitations there may be. 
 
Going forward, there will be difficult conversations to have as well as 
occasions for celebration. The Leadership Team that was called for 2025 
has been amply capable of working together to truly seek the leading of 
the Holy Spirit, trusting one another through the relationships built 
between them and the sincere desire to be and create the church God 
calls us to be. Surely that same Holy Spirit will be amongst the attendees 
of the 2025 District Conference as new leadership is called to guide this 
district in the year ahead. 
 
Serving with you, 
Ben Bear, Chair 
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Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team 2025 Report 
 
CCMT is regularly engaged in the process of assisting new candidates 
that are beginning the discernment process into ministry. Our work 
continues as discerners may choose to advance into the licensing 
process. This process then culminates with an individual completing the 
educational and interview requirements to finally become either ordained 
or commissioned into the ministry in the Church of the Brethren. 
On November 8th, our team as well as the Ministry Interview Task Team 
and our District Executive participate in the relicensing process for our 
licensed ministers.  This day is a series of interviews with every licensed 
but not ordained minister to establish if they remain on track for 
ordination/commissioning and to ensure the licensees are continuing to 
reach ministry goals..  
 
Over the last 2 years CCMT has seen a tremendous surge in our 
licensed ministers completing their work and moving toward or 
completing ordination. Over the past few years this team has been over 
inundated with credentialling tasks.  And it is a great joy that we 
celebrate 5 newly ordained ministers just over the course of this year.   
We are preparing to engage in a new push to work with our district 
congregations to encourage creating cultures of calling within our 
churches. This will help us work toward addressing our critical shortage 
of new ministers in our district.  And will be a key focus for this committee 
in 2026. 
 
Every 5 years CCMT participates in our reordination process to ensure 
our already ordained and commissioned ministers are keeping up with 
educational and credentialing requirements. We have completed our 
duties on this front with the majority of our ordained ministers having 
their credentials already renewed while we are waiting for the return of 
some outstanding items of paperwork with some others.   
 
This team appreciates the guidance and wisdom that we received from 
our District Executive Doug Veal as well as Administrative Assistant Jo 
Ann Landon. I would also like to write a word of appreciation for the hard 
work and dedication of our CCMT members- Jenn Flora (secretary), 
Rachel Black, Janet Myers, and Calvin Park. Your prayers are 
appreciated as we continue the work we have been called to perform on 
this team. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Scott Linton, CCMT Chair 
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Communications Ministry Team (CMT) 

September 2024–August 2025 
 
The goals of the CMT are to develop ways to connect with all the Mid-
Atlantic District (MAD) churches, to promote MAD events, and to improve 
communications among our churches.  The team was originally formed 
in 2012 and made significant progress in achieving these goals in the 
five years that followed formation. The team previously made strides in 
redesigning the MAD website, creating and subsequently updating the 
MAD Facebook page, and developing informational materials describing 
the work of the MAD.   
  
We continue to recruit new members and welcomed Adam Lane (Beaver 
Creek) to the team in 2024.  
 
During 2024/2025, our main focus has been to compile and distribute the 
MAD newsletter, The Journey, to all the churches every couple of 
months. Everyone on the team participates in writing articles, 
interviewing folks, reaching out to churches about their interesting 
activities, resourcing pictures to accompany articles, and formatting the 
document. Jo Ann Landon assists us throughout the process by sending 
us news events that she receives and by distributing the newsletter to 
the MAD churches. 
 
CMT has looked at the MAD Facebook page to decide if this is a useful 
platform for the District. At this time, no one has been identified to serve 
as the administrator, so this project is on hold. We would like to work 
more closely with Jo Ann to help her maintain the MAD website, and 
CMT members have looked at suggested options to convert the website 
to more easily managed software. Congregations could assist in keeping 
the website current by reviewing your church’s page in the directory 
section of the site and identifying changes that should be made.  
 
Finally, please contact the current CMT chair if you share our view of this 
team’s importance to the District and would like to help us make a 
difference. We are always looking for new members and with an ever-
expanding team, we can continue to improve communications among the 
MAD churches. 
 
CMT Membership—Members of the team are the following: John 
Fleming (Manassas), Adam Lane (Beaver Creek), Jan Siegel (University 
Park; liaison to the MAD Leadership Team), Louise Scalzi (Westminster), 
and Gretchen Zience (chair) (Oakton). There are other members serving 
in ad hoc roles, such as Ben Bear, who assist as needed. 
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Finance and Property Ministry Team 2025 Report 
 
The District ended 2024 with a loss of $19,441.68.  Receipts from 
congregations totaled $116,686.98.  Some churches contributed in 
greater amounts than what they had pledged; however, others were at or 
below the level of their initial pledges for the year.  Congregational giving 
through July of this year does not reach the level needed to meet the 
2025 budget.  We realize churches are struggling and we appreciate all 
that you are able to give toward District operations. 
 
Please keep in mind that increased costs at the District level are 
necessary to maintain our excellent staffing.  Even with numerous 
volunteers at all levels throughout the District, we continue to rely heavily 
on the District Executive Minister and the Administrative Assistant, 
working out of the District Office in the Westminster Church of the 
Brethren along with the addition of two of the potential three part-time 
Regional Assistants.  Funding for Conference and Travel expenses is 
also important. 
 
Thank you to all congregations for your financial support throughout the 
year.  We especially appreciate receiving quarterly contributions, which 
helps the District stay up-to-date on bill payments.    As congregations 
work toward budgets for the coming year, we encourage you to increase 
your level of District giving.  If the Mid-Atlantic District is not currently a 
line-item in your church budget, it will help us if you add an amount 
designated toward the District.  It is important that we have all 
contributions in by December 31 of each year so that our audit can be 
completed soon after the beginning of the following year. 
 
The Finance and Property Ministry Team would welcome new members 
to this group.  If you are interested in joining this team, please contact 
Everett Fisher or the District Office. 
 
The Finance and Property Ministry Team 
 
Everett Fisher 
Thomas Jouannet 
Doug Potvin 
Danny Rumpf 
Barb Watt, Treasurer 
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Outreach and Service 2025 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator’s Report 
 
We sincerely thank all the volunteers who continue to give of their time and 
talents supporting Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM)!  Your willingness to help 
provide childcare, rebuild homes, provide household support, cook meals, or help 
support BDM and its volunteers through your prayers, encouragement, 
donations, or other means, have made a tremendous difference to those whose 
lives have been impacted by natural disasters and other tragic events, as well as 
to those who volunteer. 
 
The Mid-Atlantic District (MAD) was well represented in 2024 by 53 volunteers 
who served 394 volunteer work-days working on BDM rebuild project sites in 
Dawson Springs, KY (tornado response) and Letcher County in southeastern KY 
(flood response); and 3 Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) volunteers who 
served 41 volunteer work-days responding to Hurricanes Fletcher and Milton in 
Ashville, NC and Clearwater, FL, respectively. 
 
MAD volunteers are serving 10 weeks in Letcher County in southeastern KY 
throughout 2025 and are scheduled to serve 8 weeks at yet to be determined 
BDM project sites in 2026.  Several MAD volunteers have helped clean up and 
inventory damaged homes following the May 13, 2025, rain event which brought 
over 5 inches of rain in a very short period and caused flash flooding in 
Westernport, MD and other areas of Allegany County, MD. 
 
Brethren Disaster Ministries provides help to people in need of childcare and/or 
assistance to regain full use of their home after it has been damaged or 
destroyed by natural disasters. The program provides a helpful and safe 
environment for volunteers to assist in the repair or rebuilding of homes and 
childcare, and hope to the homeowners.  This is a great opportunity for people to 
use their talents and gifts, teach others construction and household skills, learn 
new skills, enjoy the comradery of fellow volunteers, and help those who are 
hurting. Volunteer housing is provided, often at local churches or community 
buildings, where weekly volunteers and leaders stay, eat, and become more 
connected with the community.  Volunteers DO NOT have to be COB members. 
If you have a heart for service and disaster relief and recovery or a desire for a 
new challenge, please contact us and we can acquaint you with what to expect 
during a volunteer week and get you started toward a very rewarding experience. 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact your church BDM advocate or Jeffrey 
McKee, Mid-Atlantic District Disaster  
 
Coordinator, by email: jeffmckee26@gmail.com or cell phone: 443-547-5958.  
More information on BDM and on current work locations may also be found 
online at: http://www.brethren.org/bdm/ or by calling 800-451-4407.   
CDS has met the needs of children since 1980 by setting up childcare centers in 
shelters and disaster assistance centers across the nation. Specially trained to 
respond to traumatized children, volunteers provide a calm, safe and reassuring 
presence during the chaos created by tornadoes, floods, hurricanes, wildfires, 
and any natural or human-caused disaster. Volunteers must take the 25-hour 
  

mailto:jeffmckee26@gmail.com
http://www.brethren.org/bdm/


Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   44                                        Union Bridge 2025 
 

Outreach and Service 2025 Continued 

           Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator’s Report (continued) 

 
CDS training before being able to volunteer with CDS.  The next training session 
will be held October 17-18, 2025, in Elizabethtown, PA.  For opportunities to 
volunteer with Children’s Disaster Services, please contact Ms. Laurene 
Holsinger, MAD CDS Area Coordinator, at lholsinger162@comcast.net; or 
contact CDS at 800-451-4407, email cds@brethren.org, or check out the CDS 
website for information and training opportunities at http://www.brethren.org/cds/. 
 
There is still a need for up to 6 volunteers to travel to BDM’s Johnson County, TN 
project (Hurricane Helene response) September 28-October 4, 2025. 
 
Volunteers are still needed for the following weeks in 2026: 
 
Date   Location   Group Size 
Jan 25-31  TBD    Up to 15 
Feb 1-7   TBD    Up to 15 
Mar 29 – Apr 4  TBD    Up to 15 
Apr 5 – 11  TBD     7 
Jun 28 – Jul 4  TBD     7 
Jul 26 - Aug 1  TBD    Up to 15 
Aug 9-15  TBD     7 
Aug 30 – Sep 5  TBD    Up to 15 
Sep 20-26  TBD     7 
Dec 13-19  TBD     7 
 
Weeks not listed above have already been assigned, but there may be openings 
for individuals or small groups within those weeks. If you have the desire to 
volunteer for a specific week, please let me know and I’ll check on availability.  
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Jeff McKee 
Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator 
 
 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction 
Committee Report 

 
The Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction (MADDR) 
Committee held its annual Benefit Dinner on April 5 and Disaster 
Response Auction on May 3, 2025.  The Benefit Dinner was attended by 
125 people and raised a total of $8,436: $5,991 from the dinner and 
$2,445 from the delicious baked goods auctioned at the dinner.  We 
thank all of those who attended, donated baked goods and other items 
for the dinner Auction, and especially the volunteers from Bush Creek 
and Union Bridge COBs who continue to host and prepare the 
scrumptious dinners! 

mailto:lholsinger162@comcast.net
mailto:cds@brethren.org
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                   Outreach and Service 2025 Continued 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction 
Committee Report (continued) 

 
The MAD Disaster Response Auction was very successful as well, 
raising $75,234, the most we’ve ever raised!  The Auction Booklet raised 
an additional $22,485.  We continue to be amazed by so many who 
attend the Auction and continue to donate their time, talents, and 
financial resources to support the Mid-Atlantic District and Brethren 
Disaster Ministries (BDM).  Thanks to all who give generously and 
support the Auction through purchases, Auction Booklet and Patron Ads, 
and donations.  Thanks to you we donated $96,000 to the BDM 
Emergency Disaster Fund in 2025, which brings the total amount 
donated to BDM over the last 45 years to almost $2.4 million.  In 
addition, $10,000 was donated to BDM in August to support clean-up 
and repairs to the many houses that were damaged or destroyed by the 
May 13, 2025, rain event which brought over 5 inches of rain in a very 
short period and caused flash flooding in Westernport, MD and other 
areas of Allegany County, MD.  Your contributions make a huge 
difference in the lives of those impacted by natural and man-made 
disasters! 
 
The MADDRA Committee thanks those who continue to make and 
donate auction items, including quilts, comforters, wall hangings, and 
other pieces, theme baskets and specialty items, and food items; patrons 
and advertisers in the Auction booklet; participants who make financial 
donations and purchase items; and the many volunteers who help at the 
Auction and Benefit Dinner.  I would also like to express my sincere 
appreciation to those who served on the Auction Committee: Lester 
Boleyn, Doretta and Jim Dorsch, Lou Gloyd, Bruce Hollenberg, Laurene 
Holsinger, Alice Houck, John Laudermilch, Jim Lohr, Daryl Long, 
Frances Miller, Brenda Palsgrove, Arnold Platou, Dorothy Saville, Myrtle 
Sturtz, Jimmy Weller, Matt Weller, Connie Welsh, and Robert Wilson. 
 
The Committee needs churches/volunteers who would be willing to 
take over the Smoothies/Pretzel Booth, Popcorn/Water/Candy 
Booth, and Ice Cream Booth at the Auction.  The Committee is always 
in need of volunteers and fund-raising ideas and welcomes new 
members to work on advanced planning for the Auction and other 
activities.  We also need help on Friday before the Auction and the day 
of the Auction to set up, clean up, and help move auction items.  Please 
contact me at jeffmckee26@gmail.com or 443-547-5958 if you know of 
anyone who is interested in volunteering. 
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                   Outreach and Service 2025 Continued 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction 
Committee Report (continued) 

 
We look forward to seeing you at the following 2026 events.  Please 
mark your calendars! 

• MADDRA Benefit Dinner at Bush Creek COB – April 11, 2026, at 
6:00 pm 

• MADDR Auction – May 2, 2026, 7:00 am to 4:00 pm at the 
Carroll County Agricultural Center, Shipley Arena, Westminster, 
MD 

Peace and Blessings, 
Jeff McKee 
Chairperson, Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee 
 
 

Meat Canning Report 2025 

The  Annual Meat Canning Project is a joint effort of the Mid-Atlantic and 
Southern Pennsylvania Districts.  The goal of the canning project is to 
help feed people in need, both locally, in other areas or overseas.  The 
canning portion of the project took place April 21st – 24th at Christian Aid 
Ministries (CAM) in Ephrata, PA.  Volunteers from both Districts, 
approximately 105 for the week, had a good time working and 
fellowshipping together.  Mid-Atlantic District volunteers had a good 
turnout, with some new volunteers on the schedule.  This we are grateful 
for and thankful for those who came. 
 
Through the generosity of congregations, Mid-Atlantic’s 2025 contribution 
to the Meat Canning Fund was again $17,000.00, the same as 2024.  
Thank you for those donations that help to make this project happen.  
With combined funds from both Districts, approximately 17,920 lbs. of 
chicken were purchased and processed (9,720 cans). This year’s 
distribution was approximately 135 cases (3,240 cans) each to Mid-
Atlantic and Southern PA Districts and approximately 135 cases to the 
Shady Grove Ruritan Club (Waynesboro/Greencastle area).  
 
From the Southern PA district – “This group got involved in Western 
North Carolina at first by providing campers for displaced persons to live 
in while they were getting their lives back together. Since Hurricane 
Helene, they have been working on a regular basis with groups who 
provide meals at a soup kitchen feeding clean-up volunteers and locals  
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Meat Canning Report 2025 Continued 

alike. They have also provided food for distribution to those in need in 
several small communities near Ashville. They intend to use the chicken 
in their soup kitchen as well as distribute it to those in need”. 
 
The Mid-Atlantic District’s portion has been used by 17 congregations to 
help supply their food pantries or food pantries they work with in their 
areas. 
 
The team thanks you for all you do to support the Meat Canning Project 
to feed hungry people. Donations for the project are welcome all year 
round. 
 
Meat Canning Committee Mid-Atlantic members, 
Lou Gloyd, Steve Horr, Brenda Thomasson 
Doug Veal, DEM 
Jo Ann Landon, Administrative Assistant 
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Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team (SCLMT) 2025 
 
The Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team continues to meet 
regularly to work toward its overall goals of assisting congregations with 
resources and District-wide, inter-congregational opportunities for 
leadership development. 
 
Due to a variety of circumstances, our team faced the unique challenge 
in 2025 of needing to fill multiple terms. Therefore, we began the year 
with an almost entirely new team, which necessitated taking time early in 
2025 to reorient to our goals in light of our new team makeup. 
We continue to offer a “Fearless Conversations” workshop at District 
Conference. In 2025, the topic was “Risk-Taking as a Worship Tool,” led 
by team member Dylan Rinehart. If you have an idea for a future 
workshop to address a “Fearless Conversation” you want to have, we 
would love to hear from you. 
 
This year, our district youth coordinators planned and held the District 
Youth Retreat at Camp Mardela on the theme of faith and doubt, 
including readings from the life of Thomas. There were 23 people in 
attendance from multiple congregations, including youth advisors. 
The planned Reimaging Youth Ministry workshop was canceled in 2024 
due to low registration, and our team opted to forgo another training 
opportunity in 2025 in favor of planning a Fall 2026 Pastor’s Retreat. We 
are excited about reviving this retreat, which the Mid Atlantic District has 
held in the past. We hope congregations will encourage their pastors to 
take this opportunity to connect with one another and be ministered to 
themselves. Save the date and look for registration to open in early 
2026! 
 
Blessings, 
The Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team 
Mandy Park (Chair), Matt Welch, Dylan Rinehart, Joey Moss, Darlene 
Meyers, Missy Sumbry (District Jr. High liaison), Jan Walker (District Sr. 
High liaison), Jan Flora (Leadership Team liaison), Doug Veal (District 
Executive Minister). 
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2025 Standing Committee Report 
 
The Annual Conference Standing Committee met June 29-July 2, just 
prior to the start of the 2025 Annual Conference of the Church of the 
Brethren meeting in Greensboro, NC.  As representatives from Mid-
Atlantic District, we joined delegates from 23 districts in the 
denomination; our meetings were led by officers Dava Hensley 
(Moderator), Don Fitzkee (Moderator-Elect), and David Shumate 
(Secretary). In addition to handling our committee business, we also 
participate as district delegates to the full Annual Conference meetings. 
The Standing Committee reviews and makes recommendations on 
business items ahead of the Annual Conference sessions, hears reports 
from staff and agencies, and serves as the judicial authority for the 
Church of the Brethren. Later, the entire Annual Conference delegate 
body, with representation from all denominational congregations and 
districts, then acts on business by voting to reject, amend, or accept the 
recommendations that come from Standing Committee. 
 
Each Standing Committee session began with a time of worship led by 
several of our members.  After some time of getting to know one another, 
Standing Committee delegates shared joys and challenges from their 
districts — out of which emerged common struggles related to churches 
discerning departure from the denomination and districts maintaining 
connection.  We also shared stories of creative partnership and calling 
new ministry models. 
During its meetings, Standing Committee received several reports from 
its subcommittees and task teams addressing a variety of topics, 
including:  Nomination Policies, Review of Special Response Process, 
and an Organizational Structure White Paper for Review and Evaluation.  
Standing Committee also held a listening session with the Bridgewater 
Church of the Brethren. 
 
Standing Committee considered and made recommendations on a 
variety of old and new denominational business items.  The Annual 
Conference later: 
- Received the Final Report from the Standing with People of 

Color Committee. 
- Approved 4 recommendations from the Breaking Down Barriers- 

Increasing Access to Denominational Events Committee. 
- Approved 8 recommendations from the Calling Denominational 

Leadership Study Committee. 
- Adopted the Query: Reducing Harm: Interim Steps to Address 

Suffering and answered it’s question in 2 parts. First, lamenting  
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          2025 Standing Committee Report Continued 
 
and not endorsing “conversion to heterosexual orientation [as] another 
option.” Second, naming that our positions on sexuality are out of step 
with current realities even while now is not a good time to renew study. In 
the meantime, the conference lifted guidance that can build safer 
communities for LGBTQ+ siblings. 

-   Accepted the concerns of the Query: Concerns about Current 
Practices Related to Matters of Sexuality and referred to the 
Review and Evaluation Committee. 

-   Renewed Agency Status of all 3 Annual Conference Agencies. 
-   Adopted a 2.6% Cost of Living Adjustment to the Minimum Cash 

Salary Table for Pastors. 
 
Except for handling denominational appeals and nominating activities, 
our work is normally conducted during the few days prior to Annual 
Conference.  However, we held two zoom meetings in this working year 
as we finalized subcommittee work related to agencies and 
denominational structure. 
 
Tim completed his year as chair of the Nominating Committee, but we 
still remind you that the nomination process is simple, and you can find 
information and document links about the open positions at 
https://www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/. 
 
Serving on Standing Committee is a privilege as we discern the mind of 
Christ amidst our beloved denomination.  Please continue to hold the 
work of the Standing Committee, the Annual Conference, our district, 
and the entire denomination in your prayers! 
 
Thank you! 
Tim Hollenberg-Duffey (completing 1st term with final AC in 2025) 
Scott Linton (1st term with final AC in 2027) 
Standing Committee representatives 
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Hundreds, even thousands, of children, adults, and folks from around the 
world have experienced the ministry of Shepherd’s Spring for over 35 
years and continue to reflect on how God’s nature has impacted their 
lives on this beautiful campus. 
 
“. . .fun and laughter and friendships during summer camps, canoe 
adventures on the Potomac, spelunking in the nearby caves; water 
games with newfound friends in the big pool, dogging balls in the Gaga 
pit, foursquare and basketball and frisbee golf, and venture hikes; 
smores and more around the firepit, tasty breakfast/lunch/dinner…and 
more; and, the whisper of God’s voice on the heart in the midst of those 
times of reflection and study and prayer. . .” 
 
“. . .Retreat groups, family reunions, congregation picnics, study groups, 
craft and special interest, Labyrinth walks, bible study around the 
fireplace, warm and cozy overnights in the lodge or the Poplar Village 
Cabins, as the light snow dusts the campus and the deer pass by your 
window, view of their tracks around the campus. . .”  
 
“. . . hands-on experiences in the Heifer Global Village, where students 
from across the country immerse themselves in the life of other cultures, 
learn about their challenges, and appreciate how God cares for a diverse 
humanity.” 
 
Now, the Board of Directors (and we invite you) is reflecting on the 
overall operation and model of Shepherd’s Spring, and crafting a new 
strategic plan for the next 35 years, seeking to improve our stewardship 
of God’s nature, become more prudent in our financial management, 
improve the physical condition of SS, add new features, better 
communicate and market, and enlist more volunteers to join us along the 
way. 
During this District Meeting, a breakout session will provide a transparent  
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                           Shepherd’s Spring Report 2025 (continued) 
 
update, cast a vision for the future, enlist your suggestions, renew your 
personal involvement, and pray for God’s wisdom to be good stewards of 
Shepherd’s Spring. 
 
We are now in a transition period following the retirement of Bruce 
Anderson, who has served as Executive Director for the past six years.  
Now, David Rogers, Chair of the Board, and the Board of Directors will 
oversee the daily operations and will search for a new Executive Director 
in the months ahead.   
 
Over the next several weeks, we will ask for your suggestions. We will 
keep you updated on progress and continue to seek your support.  
Calls/texts, questions/suggestions about SS to David Rogers: 
drogers@shepherdsspring.org, derogers47@gmail.com; or 301-
223-8193 SS or 703-623-2887. 
 
Pick up a two-page update available today in the breakout session and 
at registration. 
 
Board Members: David Rogers, Chair; Chris Stockslager, Vice 
Chair; Sarah Black, Bonnie Cheshire, Pam Dodd, Ed Palsgrove, and 
Kathy Powderly (Two vacant positions to be filled soon). 
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Greetings COB friends!  
2024-2025 has been a time of growth and hope for our community.  We are 
seeing strong community growth as more community residents choose our 
community for the retirement and care needs. We are so grateful for the ongoing 
support from our friends in the Mid-Atlantic Conference.  Your continued 
engagement in our mission at Fahrney-Keedy is invaluable in our ability to 
provide excellent care at an affordable rate to our vulnerable seniors.   
Our new model home for the independent living expansion project is due to be 
completed on September 4th and it will be an exciting addition and help to show 
our plans for the cottages that we are adding to our community.  We are now 
able to proceed with immediate builds as we have entered into a new agreement 
with the department of aging.   
Our Benevolent care fund continues to grow, and we are grateful for all who have 
generously given support to those who need our services but do not have the 
resources to pay for those services.  This endowment once fully funded will 
provide the much-needed ongoing support to meet the needs of those 
individuals.   
Our Solar project came online in February of 2025 and is now producing enough 
power to provide electrical usage for all our main facilities.  The added benefit is 
that it provides covered parking for most of our staff and provides shaded areas 
for our residents to have outdoor activities and events.  Our apple fest and car 
show which began last year and occurs on the first Saturday in October, occurs 
under our largest solar array and was very successful.  We have many vendors 
and participants already scheduled to attend this second year of this new annual 
event at our community.  We thank our wonderful auxiliary for spearheading this 
event.   
2024-2025 has been a positive year and we are seeing the progress of our 
austerity measures.  We have made a true team effort to curtail extraneous 
expenses while maintaining our overriding mission to provide the best care for 
our vulnerable senior population.   
More than ever, we are grateful for all our partners and supporters and their 
belief in the mission of Fahrney Keedy. It is because of these faithful donors that 
we are able to execute on our mission of caring for the most vulnerable and to 
enrich the lives of the seniors who choose our community as their retirement 
home.j 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Stephen Coetzee, LNHA President/CEO  
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS 2024/2025 

 
Many thanks to the individuals who have generously donated to the 
district for outreach, meat canning, the Disaster Fund and designated 
funds. Together we can work to share the good news of God’s love and 
to serve our neighbors. 
 
Ruth Aukerman 
Albert and Charlotte Bear 
Everett Fisher 
Janet and David Flora 
Kaye and Steve Horr 
Nancy and Billy Horton 
Doris Jenkins 
Sherry Miller 
Ronald Rudy 
Susan Rudy 
Pamela Shook 
Fred V Wilhelm 
Gretchen Zience 
 
 
Many thanks to all who supported the Disaster Response Auction by 
purchasing booklet ads, attending and supporting the benefit dinner and 
auction and all your purchases and donations at the auction. 
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Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

… let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth – 1 John 3:18 

Every leader, volunteer group, and administrator has come with a wonderful 
attitude and will to work that is not often seen. BDM is a first-class organization 
with first class people from top to bottom. -- Shane Wirth, Habitat for Humanity of 
Pennyrile Region (Ky.) 

CDS is the “gold standard of childcare.” -- Red Cross liaison, California wildfire 
response (2025) 

These reflections from people who work with and observe Brethren Disaster 
Ministries’ (BDM) programs demonstrate that the staff and volunteers embrace 
and embody the call heard in 1 John. Their deeds and the truth are evident in 
how they live and all they do to bring healing, hope, and recovery to disaster 
survivors. Those who support BDM’s ministries through prayer, financial 
contributions, in-kind donations, advocacy, and volunteering at all levels join as 
cherished partners in our mission to show God’s love.  

Hurricane Helene struck Florida on Sept. 26, 2024, and moved north causing 
major flooding all the way to southern Virginia. It was a reminder of how 
devastating and unpredictable disasters can be but also highlighted the strength 
of the Church working together for our neighbor’s good. All of BDM actively 
responded to this catastrophic event, including Children’s Disaster Services 
(CDS) sending volunteer teams to North Carolina; multiple coordinating calls with 
the Southeastern and Atlantic Southeast Districts; volunteer and relief supply 
coordination with the Virlina District and North Carolina’s Camp Carmel; the 
purchase of special supplies such as mold remediation materials; and providing 
Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) grants to support district level responses. The 
mission expanded when Hurricane Milton struck Florida two weeks later, 
compounding the damage from Helene and prompting the sending of additional 
CDS teams. Working together through Christ, the BDM network helped “bear one 
another’s burdens.” Home rebuilding in North Carolina is scheduled to start in the 
fall of 2025. Hurricanes Helene and Milton were just two of many disasters and 
crises that BDM responded to in 2024..   
 
Children’s Disaster Services volunteers served in eight MARCs (multi-agency 
resource centers) in response to multiple tornadoes in the South Central, 
Midwest, and Southeastern US regions in the spring and summer of 2024 and 
also responded to one flooding event and four wildfires. In the fall, at the request 
of the Red Cross to care for children impacted by the hurricanes, three CDS 
teams served four weeks in shelters and a Family Assistance Center in the  

Continued on the following page  
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Asheville, N.C., area and two teams served in shelters in the Tampa Bay, Fla., 
area. During the year CDS responded to 13 disasters, sending 68 volunteers 
who served 729 child contacts. 
 
In early January 2025 wildfires in California stretched CDS to respond in multiple 
locations with four teams serving 515 children in the area in a little over a month. 
Spring tornadoes sent CDS to the plains states and Midwest to serve more children 
and families.  
 
The Rebuilding Program completed 22 months of service to families impacted by 
the 2021 tornadoes in Dawson Springs, Ky. Additional support for this project site 
came from a Lowe's 2024 Winter Cycle Reconstruction Grant facilitated through 
NVOAD (National Voluntary  

Organizations Active in Disaster). In response to the deadly 2022 flooding in 
Eastern Kentucky, a BDM volunteer group served survivors for a week in April 
2024 in Letcher County and a new long-term site opened there in the fall. BDM’s 
partner described its arrival in September as "perfect timing" because they were 
lacking volunteers just at the time that federal and state funding was becoming 
available to build new homes. 
 
Smaller responses included collaboration with the leadership in three districts in 
Pennsylvania to coordinate local flood responses in the Eastwick/Cobbs Creek 
neighborhood of Philadelphia and in York County. Two EDF grants were 
provided for the York County response to purchase materials installed by BDM 
volunteers and to support a local partner providing Disaster Case Management. 
 
Through our project sites, 39 families received support from 600 weekly volunteers 
who provided 4,636 hours of service on their homes. This free labor provided a 
cost savings of $1,242,077 to the families and local partners. Sixty-five disaster 
project leaders served in 2024. 
 
Tragically, in 2024 international responses once again focused much more on 
supporting families impacted by violence, a human-caused crisis, than on natural 
disasters. In January 2025, the rebel group M23 invaded and occupied villages 
and cities in the Eastern DR Congo, displacing millions including Church of the 
Brethren members in North and South Kivu provinces. BDM is partnering with 
DR Congo and Burundi church leaders to help develop, support, and coordinate 
responses. In South Sudan political and ethnic violence has escalated to the 
brink of a civil war. BDM and Global Mission staff are working with leaders from 
the South Sudan mission to expand humanitarian response plans while 
supporting the mission. EDF grants are already supporting families displaced by 
this violence.   
 
A total of $564,000 in EDF grants funded war-related relief and recovery 
programs in the DR Congo, Lebanon, Nigeria, Palestine, South Sudan, and  

Continued on the following page 
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Ukraine. This was the first year that grants provided aid and relief to families 
impacted by the Israel-Hamas war in the Palestinian territories and  
attacks on Hezbollah in southern Lebanon. Smaller grants provided critical storm 
and flood relief in Burundi, the DR Congo, Dominican Republic, and South 
Sudan. Grants to partners in Mexico and the Dominican Republic supported the 
needs of refugees. Another area of ongoing focus is a response to the crisis in 
Haiti, including a failed government and sections of the country controlled by 
violent gangs, leaving families and congregations struggling to survive.  
 
The Nigeria Crisis Response (NCR), in collaboration with EYN (Church of the 
Brethren in Nigeria), received $225,000 in EDF funds in 2024. Amidst ongoing, 
and often increasing, violence and insecurity, NCR maintains its focus on 
sponsorship of camps for internally displaced people; supporting EYN refugees 
returning from Cameroon, food distributions; medical assistance; livelihood 
training centers for widows and orphans; seeds and fertilizer; new wells for 
drinking water; education assistance for orphan children; and home repairs for 
the most vulnerable.  
 
This ministry is only possible because the whole church is working together. 
Individual members and supporters, volunteers, churches, and districts are part 
of the body of Christ coming together to pray, serve, give hope, and help families 
heal. Through all this we pray more people come to God and know God’s 
amazing love. Together, living in deed and truth, we build the body and bear 
witness to God’s love for all.  
 

                                                                         
 
 
 
Roy Winter, Executive Director for Service Ministries 

             
On behalf of BDM staff: Jenn Dorsch-Messler, Sharon Franzén, Kim Gingerich, 
Carolyn Neher, and Michael Scalzi 
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July 2025 Report to the Mid-Atlantic Conference 
 
 
Dear Friends in the Mid-Atlantic District, 
 
At Bridgewater College, we believe the greatest possibilities in life are 
realized in what we build together. As we conclude our 145th academic 
year, we are grateful for your continued partnership and support. 
 
Connections: The Campaign for Bridgewater College successfully 
concluded on June 30, raising $36.7 million for current student 
scholarships, exceptional teaching, hands-on learning opportunities and 
capital projects including the recent renovation of Bowman Hall, which 
we celebrated last October with a dedication ceremony on Homecoming 
weekend.  
 
All three of our academic schools are now named, with the third officially 
announced in November as the Greg L. and Betty P. Coffman School of 
Natural Sciences. The Coffmans’ generosity will support faculty 
development, classroom and laboratory improvements and expanded 
opportunities for student research among the school’s five academic 
departments. 
 
We look forward to welcoming more than 400 first-year students to 
campus in the fall. As prospective students and their families continue to 
learn about our commitment to tuition transparency and the real value of 
a Bridgewater education, applications and interest continue to grow 
significantly.  
 
Along with innovative new programs in criminology, game design, 
engineering and more, our commitment to accessibility is opening doors 
and reaffirming that Bridgewater College should be on students’ lists of 
colleges to explore. 
 
In 2024-25, 61 congregations and church groups contributed $30,372 to 
the College. Church of the Brethren students enrolled in 2024-25 
received more than $300,000 in College-funded financial aid. Eleven 
Mid-Atlantic District congregations donated $4,372, and six of our 
students came from the Mid-Atlantic District, receiving College-funded 
aid of more than $59,000. 
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Our shared values remain the central foundation of the Bridgewater 
experience. No matter how much the world around us changes, the 
pursuit of goodness, truth, beauty, and harmony will remain central to the 
work we do at Bridgewater College.  
 
With best regards, 
 
 
 
 
 
David W. Bushman, Ph.D. 
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The written and pictorial Annual Report is posted on the  
Church of the Brethren website at 

https://www.brethren.org/about/annualreport/ 

 

  

https://www.brethren.org/about/annualreport/
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