
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

57th Annual Mid-Atlantic  

District Conference 

October 11 & 12, 2024 

Brownsville Church of the Brethren 
 1911 Rohrersville Rd., Knoxville, MD 21758 

  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   2                                           Brownsville 2024 

 

 

  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   3                                           Brownsville 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Logo design by Brandi Puzonia 
 

Based on Ephesians 6:12 

Our theme for the 2024 District Conference is: Not Against Flesh and 

Blood. The theme comes from Ephesians 6:12, where the Apostle Paul 

explains that our battle is not against flesh and blood, not against other 

human beings, but rather against the “authorities…the powers…the 

spiritual forces of evil” that exist in the world. Of course, if we are to live 

into such an amazing reality we have to realize that what unites us—the 

grace, forgiveness, and life that are to be found in Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Messiah—is far greater than what divides. We will have much more 

to say about this theme when we gather October 11-12. 
  

- Moderator Calvin Park 

 

 

Friday Evening, October 11 

• Pastor & Spouse Dinner  6 PM 

• Installation Service for District Executive 

Minister Douglas Veal  7:30 PM 
 

To livestream the Friday night service on You Tube: 
https://www.youtube.com/@brownsvillechurchofthebret1144 

  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2F%40brownsvillechurchofthebret1144&data=05%7C02%7Caamad%40brethren.org%7C48973a9140f846a1aa4d08dcd0d8b21a%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C638614876360822505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F8eaVeCiZd43l3CFy6dR8EVnG%2FjMJZqSGI1iy5ocYMc%3D&reserved=0
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ATTENTION PLEASE 

There will be filming and photography in this general area today. 

Your presence here constitutes your release, permission and consent to 

be photographed and/or recorded on any media. Pictures and/or a 

recording of you may appear in future projects and your presence here 

grants the right to use your likeness without any compensation 

whatsoever in perpetuity.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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2024 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Saturday, October 12, 2024                Brownsville Church of the Brethren 

*Times are approximate* 

8:00 am Continental Breakfast      Fellowship Hall 

 Registration                            Entrance Lobby 

 Exhibits – until 3:00 pm      Fellowship Hall 

8:50 am Gathering / Singing     Sanctuary  

9:00 am Seating of Head Table and Greeting 

 Seating of Delegates 

9:10 am Moderator’s Address 

9:25 am  Feet Washing            Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary 

9:45 am Business Session 1: 

   Call to Order / Roll Call    

  Presentation of Slate 

        Slate Approval 

  DEM Report 

       Withdrawing Congregations  

  Leadership Team Report 

  Standing Committee Report 

  Closing Congregation 

                           Church of the Brethren Report 

10:45 am Announcements / Prayer / Directions 

11:00 pm Workshops       Designated Areas 

12:00 noon Lunch and Exhibits      Fellowship Hall 

1:00 pm Business Session 2                 Sanctuary 

   Query             

 2024 Budget Presentation 

  Approval of Budget 

  Announcement of Query Vote 

                 Reports: SVMC 

                             Bethany Seminary  

                      Bridgewater College 

         Shepherd’s Spring 

         Camp Mardela 

3:05 pm Youth Presentation        

3:15 pm Communion  

3:30 pm Consecration of New Leadership 

  Transition of DC Leadership / Passing of the Gavel    

4:00 pm Closing     
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CONFERENCE PERSONNEL 

Conference Officers 

Calvin Park   Moderator 

Sharon Linton   Moderator-Elect 

Judy Braun   Clerk 
 

Program and Arrangements Committee 

Ryan Dommer   Doris Grossnickle 

Sue Ellen Wheatley 

 

District Staff 

Doug Veal, District Executive Minister 

 Jo Ann Landon, Administrative Assistant 
 

Friday Night Service 

Installation Service for District Executive Minister Doug Veal 
 
 

On-site Coordinator 

Laura Frye 
Brownsville Church of the Brethren 

 

Parliamentarian 

James Benedict 
 

 

 

 

Thank you to the staff and many volunteers at Brownsville Church of the 

Brethren for their time and tremendous effort to make their home church 

a welcoming and comfortable home for the Mid-Atlantic District 

Conference.   
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WORKSHOPS  11:00 am to Noon 

Bible Stories for Adults 

Do you find yourself teaching nothing but epistles to the adults while 
leaving stories like David and Goliath to the kids? These stories have so 
much to teach adults if we only know how to read them! Here we will 
learn how to interpret Biblical narrative for everyday application and why 
Bible stories make for such great discussions." 
  

Presenter: Joey Moss  

 
Fighting Problems, Not People 

Our conference theme is drawn from Ephesians 6, which tells us that our 
fight as Christians is not "against flesh and blood," but against the 
powers of darkness and forces of evil. But how do you fight a force of 
evil? And what do you do with all that anger you have at the people 
doing the evil? This workshop will explore how to put Ephesians 6 into 
practice using the tool of Kingian Nonviolence. 
  

Presenter: Mandy Park 

 
The Places We Meet: Using Storytelling to Build 
Bridges, not Barriers 

We will gather together to discuss the power of storytelling and the 
relationships that can grow from each story told. 

 

Presenter: Mandy North 

 
Fresh Expressions 

This workshop will offer an introduction to the concept of Fresh 

Expressions of church. Jesus made the mission really simple: go make 

disciples. The goal of Fresh Expressions is to inspire churches to take 

hold of that mission right where they are. How can our churches and 

district reach out in fresh ways and think of doing church outside of the 

box? 
  

Presenter: Shannon Kiser 
 

 

Go to Workshop Registration PDF for registration forms.  

  

http://www.madcob.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Workshop-Registration-2024.pdf
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EXHIBITS 

 

Friday from 5:00 pm  Saturday 7:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 

 

Visit the following exhibits in the Fellowship hall: 

Bethany Theological Seminary 

Brethren Disaster Ministries 

Camp Mardela 

Eder Financial 

On Earth Peace 

Part Time Pastor; Full Time Church  -  Office of Ministry 

Shepherd’s Spring 

 

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center (SVMC) 
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 Mid-Atlantic District Conference Guidelines 
For Exhibit Space and Literature Distribution   

PURPOSE:  District Conference exhibits are primarily for the purpose of 
information and interpretation of District, denominational and related agencies. 

While District Conference is a forum bringing together Brethren with a variety of 
interest and opinions, it is not a public forum like the “public square” where 
practically no limits on speech and activity are permitted.  We come together as a 
Christian communion – that part of Christ’s Body called “The Church of the 
Brethren” – which calls for some discipline as to the kinds of activity and 
information permitted.  In academic and secular settings, constitutional rights and 
the need for stimulation of clashing ideas will be protected. At District 
Conference, we come as those already affirming that Christ is Lord, and we are 
convened as the faithful people of God. 

In light of traditional views about non-resistance, for example, it would be 
inappropriate to extend exhibition space to the Army recruitment office or events 
urging war or military action.  Nor would it be appropriate to provide space and a 
forum for persons promoting atheism or the banning of Bibles.  Clearly, some 
limitations for use of space are appropriate. 

As the group charged with responsibility for planning and organizing District 
Conference activities each year, the Program and Arrangements Committee is 
faced with trying to establish appropriate limits.  It has adopted the following 
statement of policy as to limits: 

All information and literature distributed by exhibitors 
should be compatible with authorized District Conference 
activities and in support of the unity of the body.  District 
Conference Program and Arrangements Committee 
reserves the right to restrict the distribution of information 
or literature which it judges threatens the unity of the 
body. 

In some cases, like the examples used above, there is such clear Church of the 
Brethren statements or traditions that the correct decisions are easily made.  In 
other cases, the decisions are not as clear. 

The following guidelines will be applied by the Program and Arrangements 
Committee as it seeks to evaluate requests for space. 

1. Priority will be given to exhibits of District and denominational programs 
and agencies which are directly connected to those programs which 
support the ideals, purposes, and principles of the Church of the 
Brethren. 

2. All printed material will be distributed to the delegates and to others 
within the arena where business is being conducted only by Conference 
appointed tellers and ushers and with the approval of the Conference 
officers. 
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3. No person or group, other than District Conference Officers and Ministry 
Teams and District Leadership Team is to distribute literature or use 
space in the Conference facilities except by authorization of the 

Program and Arrangements Committee. 

4. No person or group having authorization for space or distribution of 
literature shall extend the use of that authorization to others or use it for 
the distribution of literature of others without prior consent of the 
Program and Arrangements Committee.  Unauthorized use of space 
may cause the forfeiture of the right of the authorized user. 

5. Unless literature or other information is clearly similar to materials or 
information traditionally distributed by Exhibitors at District Conference, 
it must be cleared by Program and Arrangements Committee. 

6. Program and Arrangements Committee may restrict or exclude 
exhibitors or materials which: 

a. Conflict with Annual and District Conference statements; 
b. Appear to lobby for particular action on business pending at 

District Conference (this is not intended to prevent the 
distribution of information on the issues); 

c. Disrupts or threatens to disrupt the Bond of Peace, the Unity of 
the Body, by personal criticisms, disparagement of others, or 
lack of kindness to those with differing views; 

d. Goes beyond the scope of activities for which the particular 
exhibitor or organization is authorized. 

7. Sales are limited by those groups meeting the above standards and 
special approval from Program and Arrangements Committee 60 days 
prior to District Conference.  Groups selling articles will accept full 

responsibility for the security of the items and any monies involved. 

8. Any objection to decisions of the Program and Arrangements 
Committee can be appealed, in writing, to the District Leadership Team.  
The decision of the Leadership Team is final. 

 

Adopted by Program and Arrangements Committee 
March 4, 1997 
 
Affirmed by Program and Arrangements Committee 
March 28, 2005 

 

  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   12                                           Brownsville 2024 

 

Prior Conference Moderators

 

Harry M. Gardner 1967 

Earl M. Zigler  1968 

DeWitt L Miller 1969 

Paul W. Kinsel 1970 

Carl F. Smith  1971 

Glenn F. Timmons 1972 

C. Henry Hunsberger 1973 

Ralph L Detrick 1974 

Byron Berkey  1975 

Mary Smeltzer 1976 

Floyd R Mason 1977 

Edward K Ziegler 1978 

Louise D Bowman 1979 

J. David Eberly, Jr. 1980 

Paul L Groff  1981 

Wendell Flory  1982 

Sue Snyder  1983 

Wayne F Buckle 1984 

James S Flora 1985 

Carol Spangler 1986 

David Fouts  1987 

Paul D Steiner 1988 

Beverly W Kline 1989 

J. Paul Wampler 1990 

J. David Eberly, Jr. 1991 

Connie B. Davis 1992 

John Thompson 1993 

Donna F. Steiner 1994 

Mary Louise Dotterer 1995 

 

Fred Wilhelm  1996 

C. Henry Hunsberger 1997 

Ann Eberly  1998 

John Earl Hutchinson 1999 

Scott Duffey  2000 

Linda Barkdoll 2001 

Ken Wenger  2002 

Jim Benedict  2003 

Charlotte Bear 2004 

John Thompson 2005 

Jeffrey Carter  2006 

Gretchen Zience 2007 

Dale Posthumus 2008 

Michael Staubs 2009 

Cinda Showalter 2010 

James Lohr  2011 

Kimberly McDowell 2012 

Kathy Benedict 2013 

Craig Stutzman 2014 

Glenn McCrickard 2015 

Lois Ann Glessner 2016 

Brian Bachman 2017 

Linda Lambert            2018 

Sona Wenger  2019 

Allen O’Hara  2020 

Allen O’Hara  2021 

Ellen Wile  2022 

Melvin Cheshire 2023 

 



Alphabet Soup / Glossary 
 

As with any good-sized organization, the Church of the Brethren has defined 

some acronyms we use to simplify the way we talk about ourselves. For those 

new to our church, it can be a bit confusing. Below is a list of some of the 

acronyms we use in our denomination, as well as some that are specific to the 

Mid-Atlantic District. 

ACRONYM ORGANIZATION 

AC Annual Conference 

ACC Annual Conference Council 

BDM Brethren Disaster Ministries 

BP Brethren Press 

BPF Brethren Peace Fellowship 

BSC Brethren Service Center 

BVS Brethren Volunteer Service 

CCMT Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team 

CETT Continuing Education Task Team 

COB Church of the Brethren 

CODE Council of District Executives 

CORE Church Outreach, Renewal and Evangelism 

EFSM Education for Shared Ministry 

EYN Church of the Brethren in Nigeria 

FPMT Finance and Property Ministry Team 

HPI Heifer Project International 

LCT Leadership Calling Team 

LT Leadership Team 

MAA Mutual Aid Association 

MITT Ministry Interviewing Task Team 

MRF Ministry Report Form 

NCP New Community Project 

NOAC National Older Adult Conference 

NYC National Youth Conference 

OSMT Outreach and Service Ministry Team 

OEP On Earth Peace 

OMA Outdoor Ministries Association 

PATT Program and Arrangements Task Team 

PJTT Peace and Justice Task Team 

RfM Readiness for Ministry 

SCLMT Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team 

SS Shepherd’s Spring, Inc. 

SVMC Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center 

TRIM Training in Ministry 

  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   14                                           Brownsville 2024 

 

Business Conduct  

No one shall speak more than twice on the same question. The first speech shall 

be limited to three minutes and the second to two minutes. This shall not include 

the explanation of a report or a paper called for by the Moderator. 

All appeals from the rulings of the Moderator shall be decided by the voting body. 

Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the standard for any point not covered by 

these rules. 

Parliamentary Procedures in Brief 

In order that the delegate body may participate readily in the parliamentary 

aspects of the business sessions, the following summary of the more common 

kinds of action may be helpful. 

When you want to bring before the Conference for its consideration a particular 

subject or item of business: 

The proper motion is: MAIN MOTION – A main motion requires a second, is 

debatable, is amendable, and requires a majority vote to pass (or two-thirds vote 

if previously agreed on by Conference action.) 

FORM: “I move that….” Or “I move the adoption (acceptance, approval) of this 

report.” 

When you want to modify or in some way appropriately dispose of a matter of 

business, you may (motions listed in ascending order of precedence): 

 

MOVE TO LAY ON THE TABLE, OR TAKE FROM THE TABLE 

(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, simple majority to pass) 

OBJECT: to lay aside business in such a manner that its consideration may be 

renewed later.  

FORM:  “I move that this matter be laid on the table” or “I move to take from the 

table….” 

 

MOVE THE PREVIOUS QUESTION 

(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, two-thirds vote to pass) 

OBJECT:  to stop debate on the immediately pending question. 

FORM: “I move the previous question.” Please note that merely calling “question” 

from the floor is not the same as a motion for the previous question and does not 

obligate the moderator take a vote. 

 

MOVE TO POSTPONE TO A SET TIME 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass) 

OBJECT: unlike tabling, the business is considered at a later time without 

needing to be “taken from the table.”   
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                         Business Conduct  (continued) 

FORM:  “I move that this matter be postponed to….” 
 

MOVE TO COMMIT, REFER, OR RECOMMIT 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass) 

OBJECT: to place the business in the hands of a few for later reporting to the 

Conference (for major changes) 

FORM: “I move that this matter be referred to a committee of …to be names by… 

with instruction…” 

 

MOVE TO AMEND 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass)  

FORM: “I move to amend the motion by striking out…..”  

“I move to amend the motion by inserting…between…and…” 

“I move to amend the motion by adding….after….” 

“I move to amend the motion by striking out….and inserting….” 

“I move to amend by striking out…  and substituting this (read or state the 

substitute.)” 

  

When you want to take an action governing the conduct of business, you may 

introduce: 

PRIVILEGED AND INCIDENTAL MOTIONS 

Although they are not related to the pending question, these motions take 

precedence over the current business.  These motions are not debatable. 

 

MOVE TO ADJOURN OR RECESS 

OBJECT: to dismiss a meeting or to provide for an intermission  

FORM:  “I move that we adjourn…  (recess while…or until…)” 

 

RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE 

OBJECT: to get the attention of the moderator at once, to ask a question, or to 

attend to some matter that cannot wait. 

FORM: “I rise to a question of privilege.”  

 

RISE TO A POINT OF ORDER 

OBJECT:  to raise the question as to whether there has been a breach of order. 

FORM:  “I rise to a point of order.” 

  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   16                                           Brownsville 2024 

 

Guidelines for Sacred Sharing 
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DEDICATION OF DELEGATES  

2024 Mid-Atlantic District Conference 

 

Moderator: 

You have each been chosen by your congregations as representatives of 

the Mid-Atlantic District conference. We come together to worship, to 

fellowship, to review, and establish the ministries of the District. This 

body has the final authority on District polity, program, and procedure.  

Will you faithfully carry out the duties of a Mid Atlantic District 

Conference Delegate? 

Delegates: 

I will faithfully fulfill all the requirements asked of me, as a District 

Conference Delegate. 

 

Moderator: 

May each of you walk in the ways of the Lord. Walking in a manner 

pleasing to God the Father, bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God. 

Delegates: 

I will follow God and live for him, relinquishing self-will and self-ambition,  

making every effort to be pleasing to Him. 

 

Prayer 

God the Father, thank you for guiding this Delegation in the ways that we 

should go. Be with this Body today and we undertake the duties as 

delegates of the Mid Atlantic District. Help us to walk in your ways and 

be a blessing to you. 

In Jesus Name,  

Amen 
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SLATE AND NOMINEE INFORMATION 
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SLATE / BALLOT 

2024 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 

For terms beginning in 2025                      October 12, Brownsville COB 
 

Candidates Affirm 

✔ 

Do Not Affirm 

✔ 

      

Moderator Elect:               

Frank Lezotte   (Denton)                                2025 

    

      

Leadership Team:     

Area 3  -  Jan Siegle   (University Park)        2027 (1) 

 
  

Area 4  -  Terrie Cox   (Manassas)                2027 (1)     

Area 6  -  Danny Rumpf   (Grossnickle)        2027 (2)   

      

Leadership Team At- Large:     

Ben Bear   (Nokesville)                                 2027 (2)     

Everett Fisher   (Arlington)                            2027 (2)   

      

Leadership Calling Team (called by Leadership Team)     

Area 2  -  Yakubu Bakfwash (GraceWay)     2027        

Area 4  -  Charlotte Bear   (Nokesville)         2027   

   
Standing Committee Representatives   

Scott Linton   (Union Bridge)                         2027 (1)   

   
Program and Arrangements 

 

  

Britnee Linton   (Union Bridge)                     2027 (1)   

   
Camp Mardela Board, At-Large   

Currently Vacant   
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Geographic Areas for District Representation 

  

Area 
  

                    Member Congregations 

1 
  

Bethany, Community of Joy, Denton, Easton, Fairview, 

Greenhill, Ridgely 

2 
 

GraceWay, First Baltimore, 

Friendship, Long Green Valley, Reisterstown, Woodberry 

3 
  

Arlington, Flower Hill, University Park, Washington City 

4 
  

Dranesville, Hollywood, Manassas, Midland, Nokesville, Oakton, 

Woodbridge 

5 
  

Bush Creek, Edgewood, Glade Valley, Meadow Branch,  

Piney Creek, Pipe Creek, Sam’s Creek, Union Bridge, 

Westminster 

6 
  

Frederick, Grossnickle, Harmony, Locust Grove, Monocacy, 

Myersville, Pleasant View, Thurmont 

7 
  

Beaver Creek, Broadfording, Brownsville, Downsville, 

Hagerstown, Longmeadow, Manor, Sharpsburg, Welty 

8 
  

  Allensville, Fellowship, Johnsontown, Moler Avenue,  
  Mountain View, Pleasant Ridge, Stone Bridge, Welsh Run 

 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHURCHES IN THE  

MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT = 59 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 

NAME:    Frank Lezotte   

 

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Moderator-Elect     

 

CONGREGATION:    Denton Church of the Brethren  

 

VOCATION:    Customer Service Engineer  

 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Annual Conference Delegate  

Present:    None  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    District Conference Delegate  

Present:    None  

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and past:    Board Chair  

 

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be 

of interest to the delegate body - Present and Past: 

 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the 

church of interest to you:  

Reducing human prejudices that block our connection to God  

 

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    To serve God to our fullest and 

be a voice of balance in our world        
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Janice Siegel   
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Leadership Team, Area 3     
 
CONGREGATION:    University Park Church of the Brethren
  
VOCATION:    School Psychologist/Administrator (retired)  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
None  

 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present:    I am currently serving on the District Leadership Team for the first 

time.   
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past: During most of my adult years in the church, I have served 

on the local church board. Church Board responsibilities have included church 
board chair (past) and nurture commission chair (present).  I have served on 
search committees for the church in times of transition and taught Sunday School 
for many years.  

  
OTHER ACTIVITIES Present and Past:  Our family has been actively 

involved in the life of our church for many years.  In addition to church board 
responsibilities, I have assisted our local church as we housed refugees in the 
church house and with our current ministry of providing a monthly lunch for 
individuals experiencing homelessness or food insecurity.  I served on the 
committee which provided leadership and resources to our church as we moved 
to become a more open and welcoming church for LGBTQ individuals.     

  
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the 
church of interest to you:  
Christian education, church growth and outreach ministries.  

  
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH : I love the Church of the Brethren’s 

vision of being “Jesus in the Neighborhood,” and I think it is my vision as well.  I 
envision the church as a vibrant group of people who share God’s love in their 
everyday lives and through the community of church.  It is a place where all 
people should feel accepted and nurtured; and sometimes when this is difficult 
because of our individual differences, I view the church as a place where we 
strive to manage conflict in a loving way.  My career as a child psychologist was 
dedicated to assisting children and families with special needs.  I see the church 
as offering children (and all people) additional resources—knowledge of the 
Bible, and the power of the love of God as modeled through a Christian 
community-- that are not taught in our schools. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 

NAME: Terrie S. Cox  

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:  Leadership Team, Area 4  

CONGREGATION:    Manassas  

VOCATION:   Retired Teacher of students with disabilities  

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past: Annual Conference Table Teller (various years - 1990 - 2019), 

Annual Conference Office Volunteer (2023), Annual Conference Choir 

Member (2008)  

Present:   Annual Conference Table Teller 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Young Adult Cabinet (1989-1993)  

Present:    NA  

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and past:  Interim Christian Education Coordinator, Deacon, 

Vacation Bible School Co-coordinator, Choir Librarian, Kitchen Co-

coordinator, Church Board Member, Annual Conference Delegate, Youth 

Advisor, Sunday School Teacher  

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be 

of interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:   Church Choir, 

Handbell Choir, crochet baby blankets and lapghans for community in 

need, volunteer at local food pantry, blood donor 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the 

church of interest to you:  

Disaster Response Ministries and work camps (Faith X) show the heart 
of the church to others in the neighborhood. This is where relationships 
are built and maintained. This is where we show a third way of living.  

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :   I would like to see the 
denomination come together to show love and acceptance to all our 
neighbors as Jesus showed us and taught us. I see a community of care 
and kindness. Relationships matter foremost.    
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 

NAME:   Danny Rumpf   

 

SLATE POSITION:   Leadership Team, Area 6   

 

CONGREGATION:   Grossnickle 

 

VOCATION:   Secondary Principal   

 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    
Present:    
 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past: Leadership team Area 6 and District Search Committee team 
member  
Present:    
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present: Church Board Chair, Senior High Sunday School teacher, 
Preaching Fellow and Deacon   
Past: Various committees, Annual and District Conference delegate, 
board chair, VBS director, Pastoral Search committee. 
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be 
of interest to the delegate body present and past: 
I have been involved with the CoB since 2000. I have attend national 
events such as NYC, NYAC, and Annual conference. I was a High 
School math teacher before becoming an administrator and currently 
teach math at the local community college. When I am not working for 
the church or my vocation I enjoy cooking delicious (hopefully) BBQ for 
my wife and three children. 
 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the 
church of interest to you: 
Vision and mission planning, Mentoring those interested in the path of 
Christ and those taking on leadership positions. 
 

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH: 

Through our prayers, mentoring, actions, love and support we seek to 
lead others to discovering their full potential through our savior Jesus 
Christ.  
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 

NAME:    Ben Bear   

 

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Leadership Team, At-large     

 

CONGREGATION:    Nokesville Church of the Brethren  

 

VOCATION:    Landscaping; Recreation Guide; Cook  

 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Youth Peace Travel Team; Brethren Volunteer Service – 
Assistant for Public Relations & Recruitment, Orientation Assistant; 
Workcamp Director; National Youth Conference Worker; National Older 
Adult Conference Minion 
Present:    Outdoor Ministries Association – Chair   

 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    District Youth Cabinet; Summer Camp Staff (Swatara, Peaceful 
Pines, Brethren Woods) 
Present:    District Leadership Team – Chair   

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and past:    Church Board – Chair, Worship; Youth Advisor; 
Camp Liaison; Worship Leader; Children’s Storyteller; Hymn Leader; 
Pulpit Supply; Nokesville Day Coordinator  
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Volunteer through 
Brethren Volunteer Service; Bridgewater Pantry Garden; Roundtable 
workshop presenter, small group leader; Dunker Punks Podcast team  
 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 

of interest to you: Outdoor ministries; Ecumenical engagement; Creation 

care; Justice work; Liturgical writing 

  

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:    The Church of the Brethren 
comes from a solid core of beliefs and practices, yet sometimes 
struggles to translate those ideals into practical ways of living out our 
faith in today’s world. My hope for this district – and the denomination as 
a whole –  is that we can recognize the base intentions for how we have 
been the church for 316 years, and not be afraid to reimagine them in 
this day and age.   
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Everett Fisher   

 

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Leadership Team     

 

CONGREGATION:    Arlington  

 

VOCATION:    Retired  

 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Annual Conference Insight Sessions, Presenter; Annual 
Conference Song Leader; Annual Conference Delegate 

Present:     

 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Leadership Team; Finance & Property Ministry Team, Chair; 
Camp Shiloh Board, Chair, Treasurer; Camp Counselor and  Director, 
Shiloh, Woodbrook, Shepherd’s Spring  

Present:    Leadership Team; Finance & Property Ministry Team, Chair  
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and past:    Church Board, Chair; Chair of 
Commissions/Leadership Teams; Moderator; Deacon, Chair; Choir 
Director; Sunday School Teacher  
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Arlington County 
Public Schools Student Services Advisory Committee, Chair; Arlington 
County Public Schools Health & Physical Education Advisory Committee, 
Chair  
 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 

of interest to you:  

 

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    We continue to struggle with our 
differences.  My work over many years with individuals who have had 
experiences or hold views unlike mine, gives me insight into working with 
others to reach common goals.    
  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   27                                           Brownsville 2024 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Yakubu Bulus Bakfwash   

 

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Leadership Calling Team, Area 2     

 

CONGREGATION:    GraceWay International Community Church  

 

VOCATION:    Pastor  

 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Annual conference delate 2018, 2019  

Present:    None  

 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Served as member of District search committee for DEM 

Present:    None  

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and past: I currently serve as church planter and Pastor for 
GraceWay Int’l community church congregation. This has offered me the 
chance to meet with church boards; also, to connect with the larger 
denomination as well as the communities in which we minister.   
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past: I volunteer as Baltimore 
Police chaplain, community organizer, and have worked together with 
more than two dozen pastors and churches on ecumenical worship every 
February. Also, I do advocacy for International Religious Freedom, 
Capital Hill, D.C., and lastly, I love community gardening.   
 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 

of interest to you:  

Spiritual formation, evangelism, and preaching and teaching and leading 

Bible study, etc.  

 

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    For our church to be a GOING 

church for a coming Christ.     
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Charlotte Bear   

 

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:     Leadership Calling Team, Area 4 

 

CONGREGATION:    Woodbridge  

 

VOCATION:    Interim Pastor  

 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Directed Annual Conference Children’s Activities and Music (2001) 

Present:     

 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Moderator (2004), Outdoor Ministries Chair, Spirituality and 

Congregational Life Ministry Team Chair, Continuing Education Task Team, 
Ministry Interview Task Team, Leadership Calling Team, Jr High Ministry, several 
special task teams. 

Present:    Ministry Interview Task Team  

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and Past: Various roles of leadership which have included chairing 

Church Board, Music and Worship, Christian Education, Witness, and Facilities; 
District Conference delegate, Annual Conference delegate, and more recently, 
Interim Pastor  
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body – Present and Past:  Weekday Preschool 

Program teacher and co-director at Nokesville Church of the Brethren (35 years), 
have served as volunteer Camp Counselor and/or Director for camps at Shiloh, 
Mardela, Shepherd’s Spring, and Swatara, retreat planning and leadership. 

 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 

of interest to you:  

Children’s Ministry, Christian Education, Music, Pastoral Care  

 

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH : 
My vision is that the church will be willing to change and remain adaptable as 

needed to be ready to meet the needs of people in our ever-changing world.  I pray 

that, within our congregations, we will be nurtured and rejuvenated by our love for 

Christ and one another, which will then inspire and empower us to follow Jesus’ 

example as we carry that love beyond our doors to serve as his hands and feet in 

our communities and beyond.   
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME: Scott Linton 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Standing Committee 
 
CONGREGATION:    Union Bridge Church of the Brethren  
 
VOCATION: Pastor 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    None 
Present:    None  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    None 
Present:    Calling and Credentialling Ministry Team (Current Chair)  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and past:    At Union Bridge I have served as Pastor and participated 

in all the activities that could be associated with the position.  By the District 
Conference I will have completed 5 years at Union Bridge.     

 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:  At Frederick Church of 

the Brethren I have been Annual Conference Delegate, Audit Committee (Chair), 
Endowment Committee (Chair), and served in youth and young adult ministry 
leadership teams both for 12 plus years. 
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:    Biblical Studies and Theological studies are some of my 

greatest passions so leading bible studies and preparing curriculum are among 
my greatest strengths.  In my time at FCOB most of my time was spent either in 
youth and young adult ministries or related to finance.  At UBCOB I have gained 
considerable experience working with an aging congregation and doing visitation.  
This last year along with Calvin Park I co-lead a Deacon training opportunity for 
the district.    
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH: My vision for the Church is to be a place 

where we can teach, share, read about, and experience the Gospel message.  A 
place where we can encounter the Word of God and experience the love of 
Jesus while being transformed by the Holy Spirit.  Then taking the inner Word 
and expressing it as the outer Word.  Carrying the message and love of Christ 
into a world that so desperately needs it.  The Word is salvational, redemptive, 
and transformative all at once.  The Church should inwardly and outwardly be a 
place of peace, hope, joy, and love.    
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Britnee Linton   

 

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Program and Arrangements     

 

CONGREGATION:    Union Bridge Church of the Brethren  

 

VOCATION:    Pastor  

 

NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:      none 
Present:    Clergy Women’s Breakfast shared speaker role at Annual 

Conference, Planning Team of Clergy Women’s Retreat (happens every 5 years)  
 

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Past:    Camp Coordinator (2010-2011) and Program Director at Shepherd’s 

Spring (2016-2017) 
Present:    Chair of Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team, Mentor of 

Licensed Pastor, Co-led workshop at District Conference,   

 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Present and past:    Brownsville CoB – Youth Leader; Frederick CoB- Youth 

Director; Union Bridge CoB – co-pastor  
 

OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Help plan town Easter 

Egg Hunt and Christmas at the Square with Dream Big Union Bridge, pulpit 
supply for a variety of congregations before time at UB, Organized vision for 
Community Garden (Plot of Hope) in Union Bridge,   
 

SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:   Bethany Seminary, On Earth Peace, Part Time Pastor/Full 

Time Ministry, Outdoor Ministry Association, Brethren Disaster Ministries, 
Women’s Caucus,   
 

YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    We are currently walking through a 

time of the unknown. As we share of our conversations together of how Jesus is 
leading us, everyone’s passion and desire is different. It should be. We are 
created in our own unique ways to serve Christ in a world that is so dramatically 
diverse, but this diversity must come together in the name of Christ. As we 
continue to move forward with an open heart and open mind in Spirit, I believe 
we can embrace this unknown time with a spark that begins to ignite clarity, 
strength, and hope. Together, we can move forward fearlessly with creative new 
ideas and best practices to nurture each other and what is to come. Today we 
may be healing, but tomorrow we will be the love of Christ to all. 
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District Executive Minister Report 2024 District Conference 

 

It has been a great joy for me this year as I have stepped into the role as 

your new district executive minister. In accepting the call to this position, 

I recognized that it comes with great responsibility to work with all of the 

members of the district to promote the wonderful ministries that are 

happening in each of our congregations. 

 

I began my time here in the district on June 25th.  I immediately had a 

wonderful time of meeting and sharing with the interim team of Joe 

Detrick, Eddie Edmonds, Kim McDowell, and Gretchen Zience. In our 

meetings, the interim team shared a great deal of information about their 

work over the last two years, and helped orient me to what is going on 

here in the district. I am thankful for their acceptance of God’s call to 

carry out their work over the last several years, and their faithfulness to 

that call. 

 

Shortly after I began, I attended meetings of the Council of District 

Executives (CODE) prior to Annual Conference. It was an awesome 

opportunity to begin to know and share in the work of the other district 

executive ministers across our denomination. I look forward to future 

opportunities to meet with and work with this group in future years. 

Annual Conference gave me the opportunity to really begin meeting the 

people of our district. It was also a time of moving worship services and 

important discussions of the business of our denomination. 

 

I had the joyous opportunity to lead the ordination service for Paul 

Leatherman III at the Longmeadow congregation on July 13.  Celebrating 

Paul’s ordination after a long journey through the ordination process 

helped to kick off my work on a good note. 

 

Over these first few months, I have begun meeting with and getting to 

learn more about the various committees and task teams that are an 

integral aspect of our district’s ministry.  I have also had the opportunity 

to participate in my first meeting of the Leadership Team as your district 

executive minister. I look forward to continuing to work with the many 

leaders engaged in this important work that helps to guide and shape our 

district. 

 

Coming into this role, I set a goal for myself of visiting and worshiping 

with each congregation in our district at least one time in the first two 

years of joining the district. It is my hope to be able to accomplish this 

sooner, but also recognizing that it will take time to do so. I have either   
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                   District Executive Minister Report (continued) 

 

attended services or scheduled a time to do so as of August 7th with the 

following congregations: Longmeadow, Westminster, Baltimore 1st, 

Grossnickle, Denton, Thurmont, Manor, Washington City, Oakton, and 

Manassas. I look forward to finding times to visit and worship with all of 

the congregations in our district. It is a distinct honor to worship with our 

congregations and to see the many varied expressions of worship across 

the district. I welcome invitations to individual congregations, including 

Sunday morning services as well as other times of worship you may 

have. 

 

Coming in having never served in a congregation in the Mid-Atlantic 

District, I am continuing to seek opportunities to meet and get to know 

the district, its congregations, pastors, and church members. I am 

committed to providing opportunities for the district to know me, and for 

me to get to know our congregations and members. 

 

I am always happy to set up times to discuss the work of the district, to 

learn what is happening in local congregations, and to build relationships 

within the district. If you would be interested in a time to meet with me, 

please be in touch with the district office. 

 

Jo Ann Landon, our district Administrative Assistant, has been an 

invaluable resource person for me as I have begun my work as your 

district executive minister. Her work in the office, and knowledge of the 

district happenings and goings-on, has helped me to begin to understand 

the district as well as providing support to my work in the district office. 

 

It is my hope and prayer that I can be a resource that our district uses to 

empower our congregations and our district as a whole to be faithful to 

our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ. Let us pray that this upcoming 

year will allow us to build greater connections across the district so that 

we can continue the work of Jesus, peacefully, simply, and together.  

 

Your brother in Christ, 

Doug Veal  
District Executive Minister 

Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren  
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District Interim Executive Minister Team 

Report to 2024 District Conference 

 

As the Mid-Atlantic District welcomed new DEM Doug Veal, our Interim 
DEM team completed our work together on July 1. With a mix of 
gratitude and sense of loss (and with some relief), we have stepped 
away from the relationships with pastors, congregations, and District 
leadership that shaped our time since July 2022. 

For all of us, it was a privilege to serve in these roles over the past two 
years. Denominational encouragement to meet Jesus in the 
neighborhood took on a different form for us, as we met Jesus over and 
over in the churches and members of the Mid-Atlantic District! 

That happened in visits with pastors and congregations and in work with 
search committees and church boards. It happened in experiencing the 
creative and committed engagement of the District Leadership and 
Ministry Teams.  It happened even in the painful work of communication 
and decision-making around withdrawing congregations or conflict in 
churches. 

We’ve seen Jesus again and again among you. There is much life and 
health and faithful discipleship happening in the Mid-Atlantic District! We 
recognize the challenges facing all of us: declining cultural interest in the 
church, membership, pastoral placement, and financial struggles, and 
continuing division over theologies that once held together. But we have 
also decisively known the presence of the Spirit among us, leading to 
new expressions of faithfulness. Some of those remain a mystery to be 
lived. 

With a new DEM taking on the roles that four of us shared, our hope is 
that there will be strong support for Doug in managing the multiple 
responsibilities of relating to the whole District.  There’s too much to do 
alone. His gifts will be best claimed (and he will be best able to thrive) 
with active partners in this work. 

We’re especially grateful for the experience of being a team for this time. 
The blessings of that model were unexpected and rich. We’re also 
extremely thankful for the collaboration with Jo Ann Landon and Barb 
Watt, such skilled and committed people. And for the many others whose 
care and involvement in serving Christ find expression in serving the 
District.   

Thank you for this time together. May God lead, strengthen and hold 
you! 

Kim McDowell, Joe Detrick, Eddie Edmonds, Gretchen Zience 
Interim District Executive Minister Team  
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 District Leadership Team Report 

 

Greetings to all who invest in and support the Mid-Atlantic District (MAD) 
and its congregations! I was a bit surprised last fall when the consensus 
of the Leadership Team (LT) was to call me to the role of chair. I know 
many of us who are active in our local congregations have had similar 
moments of uncertainty over the years, wondering just how our name 
ended up at the top of the list for a role we didn’t see as being our strong 
suit or in our wheelhouse. Despite that trepidation, our Creator places us 
in these positions for a reason. It may not make sense initially, but there 
are plenty of biblical examples of God’s people trusting the nudge of the 
Holy Spirit to step into the unknown: Ruth following Naomi into foreign 
lands; Matthew walking away from being a tax collector to be a disciple 
of Jesus; Noah building an ark; Mary trusting the message of an angel 
about the child she carried. With those examples in mind, into the year 
we went. 

We continue to have the incredible fortune of gifted and gracious 
leadership in our district. Our Administrative Assistant, Jo Ann Landon, is 
an invaluable asset to the work we undertake. A gracious and humble 
servant, her work behind the scenes touches just about everything we 
do, and she makes us look good while doing it. Similarly, our Treasurer, 
Barb Watt, has been a gem in a season when there were more financial 
documents before us than a usual year. Her diligence and matter-of-fact 
approach to the financial matters of this district have served us incredibly 
well. 

Just shy of two years, June 30 marked the completion of Joe Detrick, 
Eddie Edmonds, and Kim McDowell serving as our team of Interim 
District Executive Ministers (IDEMs). It is difficult to fully encapsulate the 
weight and breadth of what these three did for the cohesiveness and 
spiritual health of our district. At the time of their departure, they 
collectively represented more than 115 years of ministry experience, truly 
an immeasurable resource to pull from in their work. Their heartfelt and 
earnest conversations, respective areas of expertise, and willingness to 
step outside their own comfort zones to further the ministries of our 
district will reverberate through the echoes of their work for years to 
come. Each of them came out of retirement to accept this calling to 
serve, and we are incredibly grateful for that sacrifice. A special note of 
thanks is deserved as well for Gretchen Zience who volunteered her time 
to serve in an administrative role for the interim team from all the way out 
in Washington state. 

Following nearly two years of discernment, listening, searching, and 
interviewing, the district called Doug Veal on March 9 as our next District 
Executive Minister (DEM). His first day in this role was June 25. Since   
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then he has worked to make the transition as smooth as possible from 
an interim team of three back to a single person in that role. The Search 
Committee “enthusiastically and unanimously” recommended Doug for 
this position upon their initial interactions with him, and he continues to fit 
well into this new calling. As Doug becomes familiar with the geography, 
culture, and people that make up this district, please assist him however 
you can by reaching out when you believe you or your congregation 
could use his guidance, and introduce him to the people and programs 
that make up your local congregation and faith community. 

Another group I would like to specifically highlight is the Search 
Committee that did the heavy lifting in every aspect of seeking out our 
next DEM. Called in early 2023, these members met every other week 
for two hours over Zoom to shepherd this process from infancy to 
completion, investing more than 500 hours (estimated value: $15,000-
20,000) of their collective time along the way. They considered various 
staffing models, personally solicited information from every pastor in the 
district, created a position description, pored over submitted profiles, 
completed initial screenings of candidates, and joined the Leadership 
Team for the final interview this past March. This group came from a 
variety of congregational settings, lived experiences, theological 
perspectives, and social demographics, yet provided a beautiful example 
of how resilient the church can be when united for a common cause. It is 
with deepest gratitude that we thank these members of the Search 
Committee for their commitment and vision: Ruth Aukerman, Yakubu 
Bakfwash, Nancy Sollenberger Heishman (Office of Ministry), Britnee 
Linton, Paul Mundey (Chair), Dianne Nelson, Mandy Park, Matt Rittle, 
Danny Rumpf, and Gene Walbridge. 

One of the major undertakings of the district this year has been working 
through the process of seeking to understand and engage with the query 
received from the Arlington congregation addressing harm reduction in 
the LGBTQ+ community within and beyond our denomination. In order to 
fulfill our due diligence, a Query Engagement Subcommittee (QES) was 
called in August 2023 to work through understanding the content and 
ensuring it was discussed throughout the district prior to this District 
Conference. In addition to myself as the chair, the group included Kim 
McDowell, Erin Olinger, Calvin Park, Matt Rittle, and Jan Siegel. They 
promoted dates and times for gathering to discuss the query, created an 
informational sheet to simplify and clarify the content, and facilitated the 
actual conversations throughout the district between November 2023 
and February of this year. More than 120 members of the district hailing 
from approximately 30 congregations participated in at least one of the 
five Engaging the Query conversations, representing much of the   
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diversity contained amongst our congregations. Most of the participants 
took part in good faith, seeking to truly understand our current 
denominational stance and our Christian responsibility for considering 
what changes – if any – might be needed. Four of the five conversations 
played out as one might hope, with a variety of perspectives shared, 
hopes and fears conveyed, and respectful listening during personal 
testimonies. Disappointingly, the gathering with the greatest attendance 
(~60) did not enjoy the same decorum. Leadership was ignored, 
conversations were redirected, and hurtful language was utilized. 
Speaking with both pastoral and laity participants days or weeks later, 
some still winced or choked up when recalling their experience in that 
gathering. This is not how we are to be the church Jesus calls us to be. It 
is my earnest hope that all future dialogue within our district – on this 
topic or any other where convictions may vary – be approached in a 
manner of sincerity, humility, and gracious love. Upon completion of the 
engagement sessions and a time of discernment, Arlington did choose to 
revise their query, largely by means of editing for clarity and brevity. I am 
grateful to the members of the QES for their work to prepare us for the 
conversations we will have. 

In a year with some major staff transitions, there are some smaller 
changes within the district worth mentioning. The District Office moved 
from the basement level of Westminster Church of the Brethren to the 
third floor. The building does have an elevator, so the office remains 
accessible for any who wish to visit. As a result of the move, a Records 
Retention Committee consisting of Everett Fisher, Jan Flora, and Jo Ann 
Landon was called to establish a policy for the district regarding best 
practices for retaining documents and other records. 

After many years of relatively stable congregation numbers, we did see 
four of our longtime congregations complete their process of leaving the 
denomination this past year. That process was quite involved, testing the 
scope of our understanding of legal documents and interpretation of 
district and denominational guidance. When combining that experience 
with the reality that some of our congregations are or may soon be 
closing, it was determined that a Transitions Team would be created to 
shepherd and guide congregations through those logistics. While the 
team is still taking shape at the time of this writing, we are grateful that 
Eddie Edmonds has agreed to continue in this one facet of district 
leadership and lead the initial organization of the Transitions Team. It is 
our hope that streamlining this process will allow for those departing to 
experience less pain and confusion and lean 

more into the celebration of their time of ministry in our district, looking 
forward to the future they are called to pursue.   
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We have had a unique opportunity this past year to engage in 
conversations and envisioning unlike anything we have done before or 
might have anticipated. This came about due to a request the IDEMs 
received from Bridgewater Church of the Brethren (BCoB) in March of 
2023. After years of discernment, attempts at reconciliation, and 
mediation facilitated by denominational staff, the Bridgewater 
congregation and the Shenandoah District (SD) have been unable to find 
a common path forward, a recognition echoed by the involved 
denominational leadership. The fracture stems primarily from the 
congregation’s decision to become an open and affirming congregation, 
including supporting their pastoral team in performing same-sex 
weddings. This decision was determined by the SD to not be in line with 
understanding of denominational polity and Annual Conference (AC) 
denominational statements. As a result, all members of the Bridgewater 
congregation were removed from leadership positions within the district 
and their church facility was no longer permitted to host district events 
such as the SD Conference. 

A number of ways forward were suggested by denominational 
leadership, some of which have already run their course to no avail. 
While the Bridgewater congregation earnestly desires to find 
reconciliation and remain in and a part of the SD, they also recognize 
how unlikely that scenario currently is, as well as the pain that the 
district’s decisions have caused their congregation. Because of this, they 
have explored an untested, theoretical option that had been presented to 
them: pursue joining a neighboring district that would not seek punitive 
actions toward congregations that engage in choices not in line with 
denominational polity and AC statements. To be clear, this type of 
realignment has not been done before and it is unclear whether it would 
be deemed a legitimate option by AC leadership. The only other course 
of action available to the Bridgewater congregation at this time is to 
approve and pass a query through the SD and AC that resolves these 
denominational conflicts (which they are actively pursuing). After much 
conversation and a number of meetings – including a face-to-face 
gathering in April between the boards of the MAD and BCoB – the 
following statement was drafted and approved by our LT in July: 

The Mid-Atlantic District Leadership Team has been in conversations 

with the Bridgewater Church of the Brethren congregation since March 

2023 to explore the logistics and feasibility of the Bridgewater 

congregation leaving the Shenandoah District and joining the Mid-

Atlantic District at some point in the future. The Mid-Atlantic District   
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District Leadership Team Report (continued) 

recognizes that there is no immediate timeline for action, but is open and 
willing to continue exploring what the future of Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren and the Mid-Atlantic District might become. 

 
While the Bridgewater congregation – and, subsequently, this district – 
have been more open about these conversations taking place, we do 
recognize the emotional and spiritual magnitude interwoven with this 
discernment process. Please hold this information considerately and 
without speculation. Should more decisions or forward progress occur, 
our district leadership will disperse those updates accordingly. 

Lastly, I am grateful to our Moderator, Calvin Park. He has often been 
the thread that connected congregations and denominational ministries 
and disparate theologies and cultural awareness, allowing us to engage 
in the ministries of this district as effectively as possible. 

May we step into the coming year with a boldness we have forgotten 
exists within us, empowered by the love of a God who will not lead us 
astray. 
    - Ben Bear, Leadership Team Chair 
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Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team Report 
 

CCMT is regularly engaged in the process of assisting new candidates 
that are beginning the discernment process into ministry. Our work 
continues as discerners may choose to advance into the licensing 
process. This process then culminates with an individual completing the 
educational and interview requirements to finally become either ordained 
or commissioned into the ministry in the Church of the Brethren. 
 
On November 9th, our team as well as the Ministry Interview Task Team 
and our District Executive participate in the relicensing process for our 
licensed ministers; this will be the first in- person meeting of this team 
since the inception of the Covid-19 pandemic. This day is a series of 
interviews with every licensed but not ordained minister to establish if 
they remain on track for ordination/commissioning and to ensure the 
licensees are continuing to reach ministry goals. 
 
We work with Donna Rhodes at SVMC to review educational credentials 
to track the educational process that goes on for our ACTS and TRIM 
students. Jody Gunn has continued in leadership of our district TRIM 
Program. And we are in the process of renewing our relationship with 
Don Booz who has conducted Readiness for Ministry interviews to 
diagnose the aptitude for those in the discernment process.  
 
Over the last 2 years CCMT has seen a tremendous surge in our 
licensed ministers completing their work and moving toward or 
completing ordination. Over the past few years this team has been over 
inundated with credentialling tasks. We are preparing to engage in a new 
push to work with our district congregations to encourage creating 
cultures of calling within our churches. This will help us work toward 
addressing our critical shortage of new ministers in our district. 
 
Every 5 years CCMT participates in our reordination process to ensure 
our already ordained and commissioned ministers are keeping up with 
educational and credentialing requirements. We are preparing for this 
task which will occur next year.  
 
This team appreciates the guidance and wisdom that we received from 
our Interim District Executives Kim McDowell, Eddie Edmonds, and Joe 
Detrick as well as Administrative Assistant Jo Ann Landon. We have 
already begun working with our new District Executive Doug Veal as we 
establish how we move forward in this time of transition as a ministry 
team in this district. I would also like to write a word of appreciation for 
the hard work and dedication of our CCMT members- Jenn Flora 
(secretary), Rachel Black, Janet Myers, and Calvin Park. Your prayers  
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               Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team Report (continued) 

 
are appreciated as we continue to the work we have been called to 
perform on this team. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Pastor Scott Linton, CCMT Chair 
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Communications Ministry Team (CMT) 

September 2023–August 2024 

 
The goals of the CMT are to develop ways to connect with all the Mid-
Atlantic District (MAD) churches, to promote MAD events, and to improve 
communications among our churches.  The team was originally formed 
in 2012 and made significant progress in achieving these goals in the 
five years that followed formation. The team previously made strides in 
redesigning the MAD website, creating and subsequently updating the 
MAD Facebook page, and developing informational materials describing 
the work of the MAD.  
 
During 2023 and early 2024, we again made progress meeting several of 
the CMT’s stated goals. Erin Olinger provided enthusiastic support in 
organizing the team, helping the team strategize about future goals, and 
recruiting new members. We focused energy on distributing an 
informational document to the churches about what the District 
Leadership Team was focusing on in their periodic meetings, called 
“Connecting with the Mid-Atlantic District.” We continued to recruit new 
members and welcomed Jan Flora, John Fleming, Louise Scalzi, and 
Ben Bear (ad hoc member). 
 
In February 2023, the team distributed the MAD’s newsletter, The 
Journey, to all the churches after nearly 2 years without publication. 
Everyone on the team participated in writing articles, interviewing folks, 
reaching out to churches about their interesting activities, resourcing 
pictures to accompany articles, and formatting the document. Jo Ann 
assisted us throughout the process by sending us news events that she 
received and distributing the newsletter. 
 
The CMT looks forward to achieving several other goals in the coming 
months. We would like to work more closely with Jo Ann to help her 
maintain the MAD website. Congregations could assist in this task by 
reviewing your church’s page in the directory section of the site and 
letting us know of changes that should be made. We are also in the 
process of updating an informational brochure about the MAD that we 
will make available to the churches.  
 
Finally, please contact the current CMT chair if you share our view of this 
team’s importance to the District and would like to help us make a 
difference. We are always looking for new members and with an ever-
expanding team, we can continue to improve communications among the 
MAD churches. 
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               Communications Ministry Team (CMT) (continued) 

 
CMT Membership—Members of the team are the following: John 
Fleming (Manassas), Jan Flora (Westminster), Erin Olinger (Midland) 
(liaison to MAD Leadership Team), Louise Scalzi (Westminster), and 
Gretchen Zience (chair) (Oakton). There are other members serving in 
ad hoc roles, such as Ben Bear, who assist as needed. 
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Finance and Property Ministry Team Report 

 
The District ended 2023 with a loss of $5,282.  Receipts from 
congregations totaled $135,840.  Some churches contributed in greater 
amounts than what they had pledged; however, others were at or below 
the level of their initial pledges for the year.  Congregational giving 
through July of this year does not reach the level needed to meet the 
2024 budget.  We realize churches are struggling and we appreciate all 
that you are able to give toward District operations. 
 
Please keep in mind that increased costs at the District level are 
necessary to maintain our excellent staffing.  Even with numerous 
volunteers at all levels throughout the District, we continue to rely heavily 
on the District Executive Minister and the Administrative Assistant, 
working out of the District Office in the Westminster Church of the 
Brethren.  Funding for Conference and Travel expenses is also 
important. 
 
Thank you to all congregations for your financial support throughout the 
year.  We especially appreciate receiving quarterly contributions, which 
helps the District stay up-to-date on bill payments.    As congregations 
work toward budgets for the coming year, we encourage you to increase 
your level of District giving.  If the Mid-Atlantic District is not currently a 
line-item in your church budget, it will help us if you add an amount 
designated toward the District.  It is important that we have all 
contributions in by December 31 of each year so that our audit can be 
completed soon after the beginning of the following year. 
 
One major accomplishment during the spring of 2024 was completion of 
the construction work and relocation of the District Office to the third floor 
of the Westminster Church.  Finance and Property connected with the 
Faithful, Assisting, Building Brethren (FABB) group at the Westminster 
Church who handled the project.  The move has resulted in a much 
brighter and more attractive office space. 
 
Finance and Property team members, along with the Interim District 
Executive Ministers met with leadership of the Myersville Church of the 
Brethren, as plans were developed for closing the congregation.  Sale of 
the property and distribution of congregational assets were discussed, 
working to be sure that Church polity was followed in the closing 
process. 
 
The beginning of new District Executive Minister Doug Veal’s service just 
before Annual Conference went smoothly other than difficulties with a 
computer laptop purchase and security issues.  Following conversations  
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              Finance and Property Ministry Team Report (continued) 

 
with Francie Coale, the Director of Information Technology for the 
Church of the Brethren, everything was eventually resolved and Doug is 
now able to work more efficiently. 
 
The Finance and Property Ministry Team would welcome new members 
to this group.  If you are interested in joining this team, please contact 
Everett Fisher or the District Office. 
 
The Finance and Property Ministry Team 
 
Everett Fisher, Chair 
Doug Potvin 
Danny Rumpf 
Gene Walbridge, Consultant 
Barb Watt, Treasurer 
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Outreach and Service 2024 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator’s Report for 2024 

 
We sincerely thank all the volunteers who continue to give of their time 
and talents supporting Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM)!  Your 
willingness to help provide childcare, rebuild homes, provide household 
support, cook meals, or help support BDM and its volunteers through 
your prayers, encouragement, donations, or other means, have made a 
tremendous difference to those whose lives have been impacted by 
natural disasters and other tragic events, as well as to those who 
volunteer. 
 
The Mid-Atlantic District (MAD) continues to be well represented by its 
volunteers working on BDM rebuild project sites in Dawson Springs, KY 
(tornado response) and Letcher County in eastern KY (flood response), 
who haveg served approximately 190 volunteer work-days through July 
2024, and are scheduled to serve another 185 work-days this fall.   
 
New this year, Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) is in the process of 
establishing volunteer CDS Area Coordinators throughout the country to 
help promote, coordinate, and communicate CDS activities and training 
in their area of the country, and to identify needs for CDS volunteers to 
respond to local needs.  Ms. Laurene Holsinger has graciously 
volunteered to be the MAD CDS Area Coordinator, and can be reached 
at lholsinger162@comcast.net. 
 
Brethren Disaster Ministries provides help to people in need of childcare 
and/or assistance to regain full use of their home after it has been 
damaged or destroyed by natural disasters. The program provides a 
helpful and safe environment for volunteers to assist in the repair or 
rebuilding of homes and childcare, and hope to the homeowners.  This is 
a great opportunity for people to use their talents and gifts, teach others 
construction and household skills, learn new skills, enjoy the comradery 
of fellow volunteers, and help those who are hurting. Volunteer housing 
is provided, often at local churches or community buildings, where 
weekly volunteers and leaders stay, eat, and become more connected 
with the community.  Volunteers DO NOT have to be COB members. If 
you have a heart for service and disaster relief and recovery or a desire 
for a new challenge, please contact us and we can acquaint you with 
what to expect during a volunteer week and get you started toward a 
very rewarding experience. If you wish to volunteer, please contact your 
church BDM advocate or Jeffrey McKee, Mid-Atlantic District Disaster 
Coordinator, by email: jamckee26@msn.com or cell phone: 443-547-
5958.  More information on BDM and on current work locations may also 
be found online at: http://www.brethren.org/bdm/ or by calling 800-451-
4407.  

mailto:lholsinger162@comcast.net
mailto:jamckee26@msn.com
http://www.brethren.org/bdm/
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 Outreach and Service 2024 Continued 

           Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator’s Report (continued) 

 
There are still needs for volunteers to travel to Dawson Springs, KY, in 
2024 during the weeks shown below: 
 
Date   Location   Group Size 
Sep 15-21  Dawson Springs, KY   7 
Nov 3-9   Dawson Springs, KY   4 
Nov 17-23  Dawson Springs, KY   4 
 
Volunteers are still needed for the following weeks in 2025: 
 
Date   Location   Group Size 
Feb 2-8   Letcher County, KY   15 
Mar 16-22  Letcher County, KY     7 
May 11-17  TBD     15 
Jun 22-28  TBD       7 
Date   Location   Group Size 
Aug 3-9   TBD      7 
Aug 24-30  TBD     15 
Aug 31 – Sep 6  TBD       7 
Sep 21-27  TBD     15 
Oct 5-11  TBD       7 
Nov 2-8   TBD     15 
Nov 9-15  TBD     15 
Dec 7-13  TBD       7 
 
Weeks not listed above have already been assigned, but there may be 
openings for individuals or small groups within those weeks, and there 
may be opportunities for work at a second project. If you have the desire 
to volunteer for a specific week, please let me know and I’ll check on 
availability.  
 
For opportunities to volunteer with Children’s Disaster Services, please 
contact Laurene Holsinger at lholsinger162@comcast.net, or contact 
CDS at 800-451-4407, email cds@brethren.org or check out the CDS 
website for information and training opportunities 
http://www.brethren.org/cds/ 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Jeff McKee 
Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator 
  

mailto:lholsinger162@comcast.net
mailto:cds@brethren.org
http://www.brethren.org/cds/
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                   Outreach and Service 2024 Continued 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction 

Committee Report 2024 

 
The Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee held its 
annual Benefit Dinner on April 6 and Disaster Response Auction on May 
6, 2024.  The Benefit Dinner was attended by 118 people and raised a 
total of $6,026, $4,516 from the dinner and $1,510 from the delicious 
baked goods auctioned at the dinner.  We thank all of those who 
attended, donated baked goods and other items for the dinner Auction, 
and particularly the volunteers from Bush Creek COB and Union Bridge 
COB who continue to host and prepare the scrumptious dinners! 
 
The Disaster Response Auction was very successful as well, raising 
$55,801.  The Auction Booklet raised an additional $20,560.  We 
continue to be amazed by so many who attend the Auction and continue 
to donate their time, talents, and financial resources to support Brethren 
Disaster Ministries (BDM) and the Mid-Atlantic District.  Thanks to all who 
give generously and support the Auction through purchases, Auction 
Booklet and Patron Ads, and donations.  Thanks to you we donated 
$72,000 to the BDM Emergency Disaster Fund in 2024, which brings the 
total amount donated to BDM over the last 44 years to almost $2.3 
million. 
 
The Auction Committee thanks those who continue to make and donate 
auction items, including quilts, comforters, wall hangings, and other 
pieces, theme baskets and specialty items, and food items; patrons and 
advertisers in the Auction booklet; participants who make financial 
donations and purchase items; and the many volunteers who help at the 
Auction and Benefit Dinner.  I would also like to express my sincere 
appreciation to those who served on the Auction Committee: Lester 
Boleyn, Doretta and Jim Dorsch, David Fogle, Lou Gloyd, Bruce 
Hollenberg, Laurene Holsinger, Alice Houck, John Laudermilch, Jim 
Lohr, Daryl Long, Frances Miller, Jack Myrick, Brenda Palsgrove, Arnold 
Platou, Dorothy Saville, Myrtle Sturtz, Jimmy Weller, Connie Welsh, and 
Robert Wilson. 
 
The Committee needs churches/volunteers who would be willing to 
take over the Smoothies/Pretzel Booth, Popcorn/Water/Candy 
Booth, and Ice Cream Booth at the Auction.  The Committee is always 
in need of volunteers and fund-raising ideas and welcomes new 
members to work on advanced planning for the Auction and other 
activities.  We also need help on Friday before the Auction and the day 
of the Auction to set up, clean up, and help move auction items. 
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Outreach and Service 2024 Continued 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction 

Committee Report 2024 (continued) 

 
Thanks to everyone who continues to support the Mid-Atlantic District 
and Brethren Disaster Ministries.  Your contributions make a huge 
difference in the lives of those impacted by natural and man-made 
disasters! 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the following 2025 events.  Please 
mark your calendars! 

• MADDRA Benefit Dinner at Bush Creek COB – April 5, 2025, at 
6:30 pm 

• MADDR Auction – May 3, 2025, 7:00 am to 4:00 pm at the 
Carroll County Agricultural Center, Shipley Arena, Westminster, 
MD 

 
Peace and Blessings, 
Jeff McKee 
Chairperson, Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee 

 

 

Meat Canning Report 2024 

The 45th Annual Meat Canning Project is a joint effort of the Mid-Atlantic 

and Southern Pennsylvania Districts.  The goal of the canning project is 

to help feed people in need, both locally and overseas.  The canning 

portion of the project took place April 1st – 4th at Christian Aid Ministries 

(CAM) in Ephrata, PA.  Volunteers from both Districts, approximately 139 

for the week, had a good time working and fellowshipping together.  Mid-

Atlantic District volunteers had a good turnout, with some new volunteers 

on the schedule.  This we are grateful for and thankful for those who 

came. 

 

Through the generosity of congregations, Mid-Atlantic’s 2024 contribution 

to the Meat Canning Fund was $17,000.00.  Again, thank you for those 

donations that help to make this project happen.  With combined funds 

from both Districts, approximately 17,920 lbs. of chicken were purchased 

and processed (9,725 cans). Chicken costs: $26,924.80  ($1.5025/#) 

This year’s distribution was approximately 135 cases (3,240 cans) each 

to Mid-Atlantic and Southern PA Districts and approximately 135 cases to  
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                     Outreach and Service 2024 Continued 

                        Meat Canning Report 2024  (continued) 

 

Brethren Disaster Ministries to be transported to Gilbert Romero’s 

ministry in California and Mexico. 

 

Our team thanks you for all you do to support the Meat Canning Project 

to feed the world’s hungry people. 

 

Meat Canning Committee Mid-Atlantic members, 

Lou Gloyd, Steve Horr, Brenda Thomasson 
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Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team (SCLMT) 

 

Our Ministry Team meets every other month for 90 mins to 2 hours. We 
continue to move forward in accomplishing the goals we have set for 
ourselves alongside input we receive from the district throughout the 
year. 
 
Last year we hosted a deacon retreat in September. This year we hoped 
to offer a workshop called Re-imagining Youth Ministry. Our hope by 
offering this training was something that could assist in nurturing our 
congregations, supporting our pastors, and spiritually renewing the 
programs that are offered in congregations. We hoped participants would 
be able to walk away with new ideas that are helpful for congregations 
with large youth groups and those with no children. Sadly, we had very 
few sign up and we had to cancel the workshop. Another goal is to 
develop a Pastors Retreat. Our pastors work tirelessly to serve God’s 
Kingdom in new ways while continually nurturing and teaching their 
congregants. Being a pastor these days is very diverse and rest is often 
needed. We hope to have the Pastors Retreat in 2025. We also plan to 
have a Fearless Conversations session at District Conference every 
year. People often find it intimidating to share their new ideas and talk 
about vulnerable topics because they fear they will be shot down, made 
fun of, ridiculed, or more. Our goal for this workshop will be to offer a 
space to have necessary conversations in a loving and compassionate 
manor. This workshop may involve story telling and reflection, insight on 
areas of justice, or leadership development.  
 
Mandy North, Jackie Bear, Missy Sumbry (middle school age), Gabe 
Dodd and Jan Walker (high school age) are still working together inviting 
youth and young adults to grow in their walk with Christ.  
 
We have very much enjoyed working together to establish the worship 
services. We would like to have another one in the future, but this year 
we are putting that on hold so we can really focus on some of these 
other areas to strengthen our congregations. If you have any interest in 
helping to develop a Pastor’s Retreat or know of good leaders to lead 
workshops in these areas, please do not hesitate to contact Britnee 
Linton, the chair of the committee: britnee.linton@gmail.com.  
 
Blessings, 

The Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team 
Mark Tinsman, Mandy North (Jr. High Youth Rep), Jan Walker (Senior 
High Youth Rep), Britnee Linton (chair), Mandy Park, M Gresh, Matt 
Welch, Kim McDowell (DE rep), Jan Flora (LT rep) 
  

mailto:britnee.linton@gmail.com
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2024 Standing Committee Report 

 

The Annual Conference Standing Committee met June 30-July 3, just 
prior to the start of the 2024 Annual Conference of the Church of the 
Brethren meeting in Grand Rapids, MI.  As representatives from Mid-
Atlantic District, we joined delegates from 23 districts in the 
denomination; our meetings were led by officers Madalyn Metzger 
(Moderator), Dava Hensley (Moderator-Elect), and David Shumate 
(Secretary).  In addition to handling our committee business, we also 
participate as district delegates to the full Annual Conference meetings. 
 
The Standing Committee reviews and makes recommendations on 
business items ahead of the Annual Conference sessions, hears reports 
from staff and agencies, and serves as the judicial authority for the 
Church of the Brethren.  Later, the entire Annual Conference delegate 
body, with representation from all denominational congregations and 
districts, then acts on business by voting to reject, amend, or accept the 
recommendations that come from Standing Committee. 
 
Each Standing Committee session began with a time of worship led by 
several of our members.  After some time of getting to know one another, 
Standing Committee delegates shared joys and challenges from their 
districts — out of which emerged common struggles related to churches 
discerning departure from the denomination and calling leadership.  But 
beyond our troubles, we also shared stories of creative partnership, 
particularly facilitated by technology. 
 
During its meetings, Standing Committee received several reports from 
its subcommittees and task teams addressing a variety of topics, 
including:  Negotiating Agency Covenants, Reviewing Organizational 
Structure, and Process for Addressing Concerns with Annual Conference 
Agencies.  Standing Committee acted with great lament to officially close 
the Puerto Rico District since those churches have left the Church of the 
Brethren. 
 
Standing Committee considered and made recommendations on a 
variety of old and new denominational business items.  The Annual 
Conference later: 

- Received an Interim Report from the Standing with People of 
Color Committee. 

- Received an Interim Report from the Breaking Down Barriers- 
Increasing Access to Denominational Events Committee and extended 
their term to 2025 in order to conduct a feasibility study. 
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                      2024 Standing Committee Report Continued 

 

 Received an interim Report from the Calling Denominational 

Leadership Study Committee. 

-   Adopted the Mandate for the Review and Evaluation Committee. 

-   Adopted a One-Time Change in Tenure to the Review and 
Evaluation Committee, extending that committee’s work by 
potentially 2 years. 

-   Adopted Housing Equity Fund Recommendations. 

-   Accepted the concerns of the Query: A New Model of 
Denominational Structure and be referred to the Review and 
Evaluation Committee. 

-   Adopted two separate polity updates related to agencies: On 
Earth Peace and Bethany Theological Seminary 

-   Adopted a 3.3% Cost of Living Adjustment to the Minimum Cash 
Salary Table for Pastors. 

-   Adopted a one year extension for the Negotiating and Drafting 
Agency Covenants Sub-committee. 

 
Except for handling denominational appeals and nominating activities, 
our work is normally conducted during the few days prior to Annual 
Conference.  However, we held two zoom meetings in this working year 
as we finalized subcommittee work related to agencies and 
denominational structure. 
 
Tim was elected to Chair the Nominating Committee in preparation for 
Annual Conference 2025. In the Church of the Brethren we share in the 
task of calling leadership to serve Christ’s Church. We encourage all 
district congregations and individuals to give serious consideration to 
nominating people. The nomination process is simple, and you can find 
information and document links about the open positions at 
https://www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/. We highlight that our district 
has an opportunity to call someone to the Mission and Ministry Board, to 
which we have not have a representative in 10 years.   
 
Craig continues to serve on the Standing Committee task team reviewing 
the denomination’s organizational structure. Additionally, former 
Standing Committee Member from MAD, Ellen Wile, continued to serve 
on the Agency Covenant Subcommittee. 
 
Serving on Standing Committee is a privilege as we discern the mind of 
Christ amidst our beloved denomination.  Please continue to hold the   
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                      2024 Standing Committee Report Continued 

 

work of the Standing Committee, the Annual Conference, our district, 
and the entire denomination in your prayers! 
 
Thank you! 
Craig Stutzman (finishing 2nd term with final AC in 2024) 
Tim Hollenberg-Duffey (serving 1st term with final AC in 2025) 
Standing Committee representatives 
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Camp Mardela Report 2024 
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Camp Mardela Report 2024 (continued) 
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Shepherd’s Spring Report 2024 
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Greetings COB friends!  
 

2024 has been a year of challenges, new beginnings, and hope for our 
community.  We continue to experience downward pressures from the current 
economic environment coupled with our ongoing workforce challenges.  
However, we are so grateful for the ongoing support from our friends in the Mid-
Atlantic Conference.  Your continued engagement in our mission at Fahrney-
Keedy is invaluable in our ability to provide excellent care at an affordable rate to 
our vulnerable seniors.   
 

We continue with the work of our latest expansion of our Independent Living 
cottages.  We continue to work to meet our presale requirements with the 
Department of Aging.  We are going to be breaking ground on a model home in 
the next month thanks to a very generous donor who has funded the full cost of a 
model home build.   
 

Our Benevolent care fund continues to grow, and we are grateful for all who have 
generously given to support those who need our services but do not have the 
resources to pay for those services.  This endowment once fully funded will 
provide the much-needed ongoing support to meet the needs of those 
individuals.   
 

In 2023 we announced a partnership with Scout Solar who will be providing 
100,000 square feet of solar panels which will be installed in various locations to 
provide covered parking, and a solar powered and covered outdoor pavilion 
which will include an outdoor kitchen, seating, lighting and fans.  We are pleased 
to report that this project has finally achieved approval with the county and 
construction will begin in August 2024.  This project will essentially eliminate 
electrical costs for the main buildings on campus and expand our efforts in 
becoming a more environmentally friendly community.  
 

2024 has been one of the most challenging years in Fahrney-Keedy’s history and 
while there is much hope and determination for the future, we have,  
unfortunately, implemented a very progressive expense reduction plan to 
mitigate the exploding costs of care in the healthcare environment. Our mission 
is to our seniors, and we are as ever focused on sustaining this community into 
the next 100 years! 
 

More than ever, we are grateful for all of our partners and supporters and their 
belief in the mission of Fahrney Keedy. It is because of all of our partners that we 
are able to continue serving the most vulnerable. 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stephen Coetzee, LNHA President/CEO  
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Disorganization Of The Welsh Run Congregation 

 
Background   
 
On November 30, 2022, the Welsh Run Congregation met with District 
Representatives to share their reasoning and request to depart from the 
denomination.  On July 10, 2023, the first vote (100% to depart) was 
taken following the district and denominational guidelines. On January 
18, 2024, the second vote (100%) to depart from the denomination was 
taken which included acceptance of the Settlement Agreement and 
Mutual Release. On April 27, 2024, the Settlement Agreement and Deed 
Transfer documents were received from the respective attorneys.  
District representatives authorized to sign legal agreements were present 
in the Mid-Atlantic District office for notarizing signatures for the official 
transfer of the legal documents.        
 
District Leadership Team Recommendation 
 
The District Leadership Team, after receiving the notice of “request 
to withdraw from the denomination” by the Welsh Run 
Congregation, and following attempts by the District 
Representatives to achieve a healthy resolution as required by 
polity, scheduled two votes, engaged the District Attorney, 
approved the Settlement Agreement, and provided the required 
notarized signatures. The District Leadership Team recommends 
that District Conference approve the following motion: 
 

“The Welsh Run Church of the Brethren, in the Mid-Atlantic 
District of the Church of the Brethren, shall be 
disorganized as provided for and in accordance with 
Church of the Brethren polity.” 
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Disorganization Of The Pleasant Ridge Congregation 

 
Background   
 
On December 7, 2022, the Pleasant Ridge Congregation met with 
District Representatives to share their reasoning and request to depart 
from the denomination.  On July 26, 2023, the first vote (100% to depart) 
was taken following the district and denominational guidelines. On March 
27, 2024, the second vote (100%) to depart from the denomination was 
taken which included acceptance of the Settlement Agreement and 
Mutual Release. On April 27, 2024, the Settlement Agreement and Deed 
Transfer documents were received from the respective attorneys.  
District representatives authorized to sign legal agreements were present 
in the Mid-Atlantic District office for notarizing signatures for the official 
transfer of the legal documents.        
 
District Leadership Team Recommendation 
 
The District Leadership Team, after receiving the notice of “request to 
withdraw from the denomination” by the Pleasant Ridge Congregation, 
and following attempts by the District Representatives to achieve a 
healthy resolution as required by polity, scheduled two votes, engaged 
the District Attorney, approved the Settlement Agreement, and provided 
the required notarized signatures. The District Leadership Team 
recommends that District Conference approve the following motion: 
 

“The Pleasant Ridge Church of the Brethren, in the Mid-
Atlantic District of the Church of the Brethren, shall be 
disorganized as provided for and in accordance with 
Church of the Brethren polity.” 
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Disorganization Of The Stone Bridge Congregation 

 
Background   
 
On January 14, 2023, the Stone Bridge Congregation met with District 
Representatives to share their reasoning and request to depart from the 
denomination.  On August 2, 2023, the first vote (100% to depart) was 
taken following the district and denominational guidelines. On March 20, 
2024, the second vote (100%) to depart from the denomination was 
taken which included acceptance of the Settlement Agreement and 
Mutual Release. On April 27, 2024, the Settlement Agreement and Deed 
Transfer documents were received from the respective attorneys.  
District representatives authorized to sign legal agreements were present 
in the Mid-Atlantic District office for notarizing signatures for the official 
transfer of the legal documents.        
 
District Leadership Team Recommendation 
 
The District Leadership Team, after receiving the notice of “request to 
withdraw from the denomination” by the Stone Bridge Congregation, and 
following attempts by the District Representatives to achieve a healthy 
resolution as required by polity, scheduled two votes, engaged the 
District Attorney, approved the Settlement Agreement, and provided the 
required notarized signatures. The District Leadership Team 
recommends that District Conference approve the following motion: 
 

“The Stone Bridge Church of the Brethren, in the Mid-
Atlantic District of the Church of the Brethren, shall be 
disorganized as provided for and in accordance with 
Church of the Brethren polity.” 
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Disorganization Of The Pipe Creek Congregation 

 
Background   
 
On March 14, 2023, the Mid-Atlantic District Leadership Team reviewed 
and approved a policy document regarding congregations requesting to 
withdraw from the denomination: Mid-Atlantic District – Church of the 
Brethren Congregational Withdrawal Process. (Based on polity and 
recommended best practices prepared by the denominational 
Leadership Team, March 2019; and Church of the Brethren Manual of 
Organization and Polity (February 2023).         
 
On February 21, 2023, the Pipe Creek Congregation met with District 
Representatives (Reconciliation Team) to share their reasoning and 
request to depart from the denomination.  On April 16, 2023, the first 
vote (81% to depart) was taken following the district and denominational 
guidelines. On March 3, 2024, the second vote (87%) to depart from the 
denomination was taken which included acceptance of the Settlement 
Agreement and Mutual Release. On April 10, 2024, representatives from 
Pipe Creek COB and their attorney, along with district staff, met in the 
District attorney’s office in Westminster (MD) for the official transfer of 
legal documents.        
 
District Leadership Team Recommendation 
 
The District Leadership Team, after receiving the notice of “request to 
withdraw from the denomination” by the Pipe Creek congregation, and 
following attempts by the District Reconciliation Team to achieve a 
healthy resolution as required by polity, scheduled two votes, engaged 
the District Attorney, approved the Settlement Agreement, and provided 
the required notarized signatures at Settlement. The District Leadership 
Team recommends that District Conference approve the following 
motion: 

 

“The Pipe Creek Church of the Brethren, in the Mid-Atlantic 
District of the Church of the Brethren, shall be 
disorganized as provided for and in accordance with 
Church of the Brethren polity.” 
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Disorganization Of The Pipe Creek Congregation 

                                                                                    (continued) 
 

To be shared at District Conference: 
 
The congregation worshipping in the red brick meetinghouse near New 
Windsor, MD, has a long and rich history. Initially known as the Dunkers 
at Pipe Creek, and later as the Pipe Creek Congregation of the German 
Baptist Brethren, the congregation traces its beginnings to 1758. They 
held meetings at the farm adjacent to the church until 1793 when they 
built a log schoolhouse that was also used for worship services. A 
meetinghouse was erected in 1806, enlarged in 1866, and rebuilt in 
1891. In 1839, Sarah Richter Major preached at the church. John T. 
Lewis, a friend of Samuel Clemens’ (Mark Twain), was a member of this 
congregation at one time. Abraham Lincoln worshipped here as he 
traveled back from giving his address in Gettysburg. 

Between 1778 and 1867, the Brethren at Pipe Creek hosted at least 
seven Annual Meetings of the denomination. Over the past 266 years, 
the congregation established and led many congregations as the “Mother 
Church.” Pipe Creek had a close relationship with Blue Ridge College in 
New Windsor, where Professor John J. John, our presiding Elder for 25 
years and the great-grandfather of two of our current members, was a 
member of the faculty. The congregation also played a key role in 
establishing the Home Mission Board of the Eastern District of Maryland 
and participated from1926 to 1941. Although we have withdrawn from 
the Church of the Brethren, we continue to be who we have always 
been, holding to our Brethren roots. Our mission remains unchanged: 
“We commit to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; to spread the Word 
simply and sincerely by giving, loving, and serving our neighbors; and by 
the manner of our living.” 
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Closing Of The Myersville Congregation 

 

On September 21, 2023, a vote was taken by the remaining members of 
the Myersville Church of the Brethren to disorganize and close their 
beloved church. The vote was observed by Eddie Edmonds, at the time 
part of the Interim District Executive Minister Team. During the meeting it 
was decided to continue operations through the end of 2023. The 
decision was made due to declining membership and exhaustion on the 
part of the remaining few. 

On May 7, 2024, District staff and Finance and Property Team met with 
the Myersville Transition Team members. The primary purpose was to 
hear experience and concerns of Myersville and to share the District’s 
role in the changing status of the congregation. 

Members shared that this congregation has a 110 year history.  
Myersville early on was yoked with Grossnickle and Harmony 
congregations. They have had some strong pastoral leadership and 
always supported Church of the Brethren programs.  Even as a small 
congregation they supported the district and denomination. They 
supported BVS and had 2 members serve in BVS.  The idea of service 
was also important to the congregation. Myersville has been a nurturing 
congregation and wanted to serve as “the hands and feet of Jesus”.  
Myersville also sponsored 2 refugee families. 

The congregation also put a lot into the physical building and its 
maintenance. Their outreach seemed to be a natural evolution—Disaster 
Response Ministries, Food resource bank, Vacation Bible School and 
others.  Giving, even with only 30-40 members, was comparable to the 
giving of larger congregations; it is a testament to how giving the 
congregation was and is.   

District staff expressed that their heart is with the Myersville congregation 
as they take this step and can only imagine how hard it is. They see it as 
courageous and open to the future and God’s spirit. They were 
impressed to hear Myersville’s stories. They thanked Myersville for their 
witness to the core values of the church and will hopefully continue on in 
other ways; they have a great legacy to be proud of.  Memory of that 
legacy is something to celebrate.  
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Query 
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                Query (continued) 
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DISTRICT FINANCIAL REPORTS 
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The written and pictorial Annual Report is posted on the  

Church of the Brethren website at 

https://www.brethren.org/about/annualreport/  
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