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1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 25-27 
 

 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit. 
25 that there may be no dissension within the body, but 
the members may have the same care for one 
another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together 
with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together 
with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ and 
individually members of it. 

 

October 6     7 PM 
Friday Night Concert 

We are all God’s Children, we are all very unique and share a wide variety 
of gifts and talents, so members of our body will be sharing their musical 
talent with the wider church. Vocal and instrumental music selections will 
be shared either in person or via a recording. Selections will be 
appropriate for a worship setting. 
 
To livestream the Friday night concert  
on You Tube: 
https://bit.ly/2023-MAD-Conference-Concert         or 

  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2023-MAD-Conference-Concert&data=05%7C01%7CAAMAD%40brethren.org%7C2563ba53cb9a4a72ee4808dba7f7fa99%7C74cf6ddc0f344e5180486f967e3e5e67%7C1%7C0%7C638288455757415731%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yL2BzXtAujYhhPZsBgKgDdY2BlAdCwuANQljNw2CRo8%3D&reserved=0
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ATTENTION PLEASE 

There will be filming and photography in this general area today. 
Your presence here constitutes your release, permission and consent to 
be photographed and/or recorded on any media. Pictures and/or 
recording of you may appear in future projects and your presence here 
grants the right to use your likeness without any compensation 
whatsoever in perpetuity.  

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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2023 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
Saturday, October 7, 2023                  Manassas Church of the Brethren 

*Times are approximate* 
7:45 am Continental Breakfast  Fellowship Center 
8:00 am Registration                       Fellowship Center Lobby 
 Exhibits – until 3:00 pm  Fellowship Center 
8:50 am Gathering / Singing     Sanctuary 
9:00 am Bible Study    
9:35 am Business Session 1    
 Seating of Head Table and Greeting 
 Seating of Delegates 
 Call to Order / Roll Call    
10:10 am Presentation of Slate 
       Slate Approval 
 Stretch Break 

10:15 am Interim DEM Team Report 
 Leadership Team Report 

2023 Budget / District Presentations 
Reports: Standing Com 

Office of Ministry   
 Church of the Brethren 
  DEM Search Committee 
10:55 am Announcements / Prayer / Directions 
11:05 pm Workshops       Designated Areas 
12:00 noon Lunch and Exhibits  Fellowship Center 
1:00 pm Workshop Drop-Ins    Designated Areas 
1:30 pm Business Session 2             Sanctuary 
             Approval of Budget 

       Revision of Constitution and Bylaws 
       Columbia United Christian Church Closing 
       Hymn-sing 
 Reports: SVMC 

                             Bethany Seminary  
                      Bridgewater College 
           Shepherd’s Spring 
           Camp Mardela 
        Jr. High Presentation  

      Information for New Business Item for District     
Conference 2024 

3:30 pm Consecration of New Leadership        
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CONFERENCE PERSONNEL 

Conference Officers 
Melvin Cheshire  Moderator 
Calvin Park   Moderator-Elect 
Judy Braun   Clerk 

 
Program and Arrangements Committee 
Eddie Edmonds, Interim DEM Team Liaison 
Ryan Dommer   Doris Grossnickle 
Sue Ellen Wheatley 

 
District Staff 

Interim District Executive Minister Team 
Kim McDowell   Joe Detrick 
Eddie Edmonds   Gretchen Zience 

 Jo Ann Landon, Administrative Assistant 
 

Friday Night Concert 
Music from Around the District 

 
Bible Study Leader 

Rev. Jody Gunn 
Interim - Easton Church of the Brethren 

Grief and Spiritual Care Chaplain Talbot Hospice 
 

Music Coordinator 
Susan Dommer 

Music Director, Manassas Church of the Brethren 

On-site Coordinator 
Anna Williams 

Manassas Church of the Brethren 
 

Time Keeper 
Doris Grossnickle 

 

Thank you to the staff and many volunteers at Manassas Church of the 
Brethren for their time and tremendous effort to make their home church 
a welcoming and comfortable home for the Mid-Atlantic District 
Conference.   
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WORKSHOPS  11:05 am to Noon 

Serving the Least of These: CWS Hygiene Kit Assembly Churches and 
individuals from across the Mid-Atlantic District are donating the necessary supplies for us 
to assemble CWS Hygiene Kits. During this session, we’ll learn some about the history and 
impact of CWS Kits and then spend the majority of our time assembling Hygiene Kits out of 
the donated supplies. 
Presenter: Calvin Park, District Moderator-elect and Pastor, Brownsville Church of the 
Brethren 
 
Voices Together – Hymn Sing  
Come and sing selections from this 2020 Hymnal published by MennoMedia! 
Presenter: Susan Dommer, Music Director, Manassas Church of the Brethren       
 
Handbells: A Musical Journey During our time together, learn some of the basics 
of handbell ringing and how to incorporate bells into your service.  
Presenters: Larry Henning, Westminster Ringers Music Director 

   Debbie Henning, Westminster Church of the Brethren Music Director,     
Accelerando Music Director 

 
Fearless Conversation Together, we will follow the Beloved model for Crucial 
Christian Conversations to share with each other personal stories and experiences about 
standing with people of color. Discussion prompts provided by The Church of the Brethren 
will be used to guide the conversation. 
Presenters: Britnee Linton, Co-Pastor at Union Bridge CoB, SCLMT chair;  
                   Mandy Park, Member of Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team 
 
Thriving Pastors + Healthy Congregations = Flourishing Ministry 
Thriving pastors and healthy congregations make for a vibrant and flourishing ministry. 
Given that the majority of Brethren congregations are served by part-time, multi-vocational 
pastors, there can be opportunities and tensions around roles and expectations. 
Incorporating recent research on resiliency in leadership, we’ll look at ways the pastors and 
congregations can flourish as both partners strive for resilient leadership together.   
Presenter: Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, Director, Office of Ministry 
 
Walk and Talk With This Year's District Conference Moderator, 
Melvin Cheshire This year's District Conference moderator will be outside on the 
walking path and prayer labyrinth to meet with conference attendees and provide different 
discussion topics. Individuals can walk and talk or pray at their own pace and comfort level. 
This activity is weather permitting.  

 
Go to http://www.madcob.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Workshop-Registration-2023-
Fillable-PDF-1.pdf for registration forms. 
 

AFTERNOON DROP-INS  1:00 – 1:30 pm 

Budget Q & A 
Health Kit Assembly Wrap-up 
Handbell Petting Zoo – drop in and try it out! 
Labyrinth Meditation Walk –  self-paced, relationship building,  

prompt questions provided  
  

http://www.madcob.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Workshop-Registration-2023-Fillable-PDF-1.pdf
http://www.madcob.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Workshop-Registration-2023-Fillable-PDF-1.pdf
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EXHIBITS 
 

Friday from 5:00 pm  Saturday 7:45 am – 3:00 pm 
 

 

Visit the following exhibits in the Fellowship Center: 

Bethany Theological Seminary 

Brethren Disaster Ministries 

Brethren Volunteer Service 

Bridgewater College 

Camp Mardela 

Eder Financial 

Meat Canning Project 

On Earth Peace 

Part Time Pastor; Full Time Church  -  Office of Ministry 

Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center (SVMC) 
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 Mid-Atlantic District Conference Guidelines 
For Exhibit Space and Literature Distribution   

PURPOSE:  District Conference exhibits are primarily for the purpose of 
information and interpretation of District, denominational and related agencies. 

While District Conference is a forum bringing together Brethren with a variety of 
interest and opinions, it is not a public forum like the “public square” where 
practically no limits on speech and activity are permitted.  We come together as a 
Christian communion – that part of Christ’s Body called “The Church of the 
Brethren” – which calls for some discipline as to the kinds of activity and 
information permitted.  In academic and secular settings, constitutional rights and 
the need for stimulation of clashing ideas will be protected. At District 
Conference, we come as those already affirming that Christ is Lord, and we are 
convened as the faithful people of God. 

In light of traditional views about non-resistance, for example, it would be 
inappropriate to extend exhibition space to the Army recruitment office or events 
urging war or military action.  Nor would it be appropriate to provide space and a 
forum for persons promoting atheism or the banning of Bibles.  Clearly, some 
limitations for use of space are appropriate. 

As the group charged with responsibility for planning and organizing District 
Conference activities each year, the Program and Arrangements Committee is 
faced with trying to establish appropriate limits.  It has adopted the following 
statement of policy as to limits: 

All information and literature distributed by exhibitors 
should be compatible with authorized District Conference 
activities and in support of the unity of the body.  District 
Conference Program and Arrangements Committee 
reserves the right to restrict the distribution of information 
or literature which it judges threatens the unity of the 
body. 

In some cases, like the examples used above, there is such clear Church of the 
Brethren statements or traditions that the correct decisions are easily made.  In 
other cases, the decisions are not as clear. 

The following guidelines will be applied by the Program and Arrangements 
Committee as it seeks to evaluate requests for space. 

1. Priority will be given to exhibits of District and denominational programs 
and agencies which are directly connected to those programs which 
support the ideals, purposes, and principles of the Church of the 
Brethren. 

2. All printed material will be distributed to the delegates and to others 
within the arena where business is being conducted only by Conference 
appointed tellers and ushers and with the approval of the Conference 
officers. 
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3. No person or group, other than District Conference Officers and Ministry 
Teams and District Leadership Team is to distribute literature or use 
space in the Conference facilities except by authorization of the 
Program and Arrangements Committee. 

4. No person or group having authorization for space or distribution of 
literature shall extend the use of that authorization to others or use it for 
the distribution of literature of others without prior consent of the 
Program and Arrangements Committee.  Unauthorized use of space 
may cause the forfeiture of the right of the authorized user. 

5. Unless literature or other information is clearly similar to materials or 
information traditionally distributed by Exhibitors at District Conference, 
it must be cleared by Program and Arrangements Committee. 

6. Program and Arrangements Committee may restrict or exclude 
exhibitors or materials which: 

a. Conflict with Annual and District Conference statements; 
b. Appear to lobby for particular action on business pending at 

District Conference (this is not intended to prevent the 
distribution of information on the issues); 

c. Disrupts or threatens to disrupt the Bond of Peace, the Unity of 
the Body, by personal criticisms, disparagement of others, or 
lack of kindness to those with differing views; 

d. Goes beyond the scope of activities for which the particular 
exhibitor or organization is authorized. 

7. Sales are limited by those groups meeting the above standards and 
special approval from Program and Arrangements Committee 60 days 
prior to District Conference.  Groups selling articles will accept full 
responsibility for the security of the items and any monies involved. 

8. Any objection to decisions of the Program and Arrangements 
Committee can be appealed, in writing, to the District Leadership Team.  
The decision of the Leadership Team is final. 

 

Adopted by Program and Arrangements Committee 
March 4, 1997 
 
Affirmed by Program and Arrangements Committee 
March 28, 2005 

 

  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   12                                            Manassas 2023 
 

Prior Conference Moderators
 

Harry M. Gardner 1967 
Earl M. Zigler  1968 
DeWitt L Miller 1969 
Paul W. Kinsel 1970 
Carl F. Smith  1971 
Glenn F. Timmons 1972 
C. Henry Hunsberger 1973 
Ralph L Detrick 1974 
Byron Berkey  1975 
Mary Smeltzer 1976 
Floyd R Mason 1977 
Edward K Ziegler 1978 
Louise D Bowman 1979 
J. David Eberly, Jr. 1980 
Paul L Groff  1981 
Wendell Flory  1982 
Sue Snyder  1983 
Wayne F Buckle 1984 
James S Flora 1985 
Carol Spangler 1986 
David Fouts  1987 
Paul D Steiner 1988 
Beverly W Kline 1989 
J. Paul Wampler 1990 
J. David Eberly, Jr. 1991 
Connie B. Davis 1992 
John Thompson 1993 
Donna F. Steiner 1994 

 
Mary Louise Dotterer 1995 
Fred Wilhelm  1996 
C. Henry Hunsberger 1997 
Ann Eberly  1998 
John Earl Hutchinson 1999 
Scott Duffey  2000 
Linda Barkdoll 2001 
Ken Wenger  2002 
Jim Benedict  2003 
Charlotte Bear 2004 
John Thompson 2005 
Jeffrey Carter  2006 
Gretchen Zience 2007 
Dale Posthumus 2008 
Michael Staubs 2009 
Cinda Showalter 2010 
James Lohr  2011 
Kimberly McDowell 2012 
Kathy Benedict 2013 
Craig Stutzman 2014 
Glenn McCrickard 2015 
Lois Ann Glessner 2016 
Brian Bachman 2017 
Linda Lambert            2018 
Sona Wenger  2019 
Allen O’Hara  2020 
Allen O”Hara  2021 
Ellen Wile  2022 
 



Alphabet Soup / Glossary 
 
As with any good-sized organization, the Church of the Brethren has defined 
some acronyms we use to simplify the way we talk about ourselves. For those 
new to our church, it can be a bit confusing. Below is a list of some of the 
acronyms we use in our denomination, as well as some that are specific to the 
Mid-Atlantic District. 

ACRONYM ORGANIZATION 
AC Annual Conference 
ACC Annual Conference Council 
BBT Brethren Benefit Trust (now known as Eder Financial) 
BDM Brethren Disaster Ministries 
BP Brethren Press 
BPF Brethren Peace Fellowship 
BSC Brethren Service Center 
BVS Brethren Volunteer Service 
CCMT Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team 
CETT Continuing Education Task Team 
COB Church of the Brethren 
CODE Council of District Executives 
CORE Church Outreach, Renewal and Evangelism 
EFSM Education for Shared Ministry 
EYN Church of the Brethren in Nigeria 
FPMT Finance and Property Ministry Team 
HPI Heifer Project International 
LCT Leadership Calling Team 
LT Leadership Team 
MAA Mutual Aid Association 
MITT Ministry Interviewing Task Team 
MRF Ministry Report Form 
NCP New Community Project 
NOAC National Older Adult Conference 
NYC National Youth Conference 
OSMT Outreach and Service Ministry Team 
OEP On Earth Peace 
OMA Outdoor Ministries Association 
PATT Program and Arrangements Task Team 
PJTT Peace and Justice Task Team 
RfM Readiness for Ministry 
SCLMT Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team 
SS Shepherd’s Spring, Inc. 
SVMC Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center 
TRIM Training in Ministry 
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Business Conduct  

No one shall speak more than twice on the same question. The first speech shall 
be limited to three minutes and the second to two minutes. This shall not include 
the explanation of a report or a paper called for by the Moderator. 
All appeals from the rulings of the Moderator shall be decided by the voting body. 
Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the standard for any point not covered by 
these rules. 

Parliamentary Procedures in Brief 
In order that the delegate body may participate readily in the parliamentary 
aspects of the business sessions, the following summary of the more common 
kinds of action may be helpful. 
When you want to bring before the Conference for its consideration a particular 
subject or item of business: 
The proper motion is: MAIN MOTION – A main motion requires a second, is 
debatable, is amendable, and requires a majority vote to pass (or two-thirds vote 
if previously agreed on by Conference action.) 
FORM: “I move that….” Or “I move the adoption (acceptance, approval) of this 
report.” 
When you want to modify or in some way appropriately dispose of a matter of 
business, you may (motions listed in ascending order of precedence): 
 
MOVE TO LAY ON THE TABLE, OR TAKE FROM THE TABLE 

(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, simple majority to pass) 
OBJECT: to lay aside business in such a manner that its consideration may be 
renewed later.  
FORM:  “I move that this matter be laid on the table” or “I move to take from the 
table….” 
 
MOVE THE PREVIOUS QUESTION 

(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, two-thirds vote to pass) 
OBJECT:  to stop debate on the immediately pending question. 
FORM: “I move the previous question.” Please note that merely calling “question” 
from the floor is not the same as a motion for the previous question and does not 
obligate the moderator take a vote. 
 
MOVE TO POSTPONE TO A SET TIME 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass) 
OBJECT: unlike tabling, the business is considered at a later time without 
needing to be “taken from the table.”   
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                         Business Conduct  (continued) 

FORM:  “I move that this matter be postponed to….” 
 

MOVE TO COMMIT, REFER, OR RECOMMIT 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass) 
OBJECT: to place the business in the hands of a few for later reporting to the 
Conference (for major changes) 
FORM: “I move that this matter be referred to a committee of …to be names by… 
with instruction…” 
 
MOVE TO AMEND 

(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass)  
FORM: “I move to amend the motion by striking out…..”  
“I move to amend the motion by inserting…between…and…” 
“I move to amend the motion by adding….after….” 
“I move to amend the motion by striking out….and inserting….” 
“I move to amend by striking out…  and substituting this (read or state the 
substitute.)” 
  
When you want to take an action governing the conduct of business, you may 
introduce: 
PRIVILEGED AND INCIDENTAL MOTIONS 

Although they are not related to the pending question, these motions take 
precedence over the current business.  These motions are not debatable. 
 
MOVE TO ADJOURN OR RECESS 
OBJECT: to dismiss a meeting or to provide for an intermission  
FORM:  “I move that we adjourn…  (recess while…or until…)” 
 
RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE 
OBJECT: to get the attention of the moderator at once, to ask a question, or to 
attend to some matter that cannot wait. 
FORM: “I rise to a question of privilege.”  
 
RISE TO A POINT OF ORDER 
OBJECT:  to raise the question as to whether there has been a breach of order. 

FORM:  “I rise to a point of order.” 
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DEDICATION OF DELEGATES  

2023 Mid-Atlantic District Conference 

 
Moderator: Fellow Children of God, we have been called here together in 
Jesus’ name to do the work of the church 

Delegates: We have answered this call 

Moderator: We come together as children, ready to listen, to learn, to 
wonder 

Delegates: As God’s children we will listen, we will learn, we will 
embrace the wonder of God’s mystery 

Moderator: As members of one family, God invites us to love one 
another, to offer care and support to one another, to seek unity 

Delegates: We will love one another, we will offer one another 
support, and we will seek unity within God’s family 

Moderator: May God’s Spirit guide us as we discern God’s intention for 
our life together. Let us pray together this unison prayer: 

Unison Prayer: God of grace, walk with us today as we seek your 
plan and direction. Guide us as we discern your will and as we 
conduct the business of your family, the church. As you have called 
us your children, empower us to extend that same grace to one 
another. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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SLATE AND NOMINEE INFORMATION 
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SLATE 
2023 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

For terms beginning in 2024   October 7, Manassas, VA 

Candidates Affirm 
✔ 

Do Not Affirm 
✔ 

      
Moderator Elect: 
Sharon Linton   (Frederick)                2025   
    

Leadership Team:   

Dana Jones - Area 2    (Baltimore First)         2026 (2)   

Dawn Weller - Area 5   (Bush Creek)             2026 (1)   

    

Leadership Team At- Large:   

Jan Flora   (Westminster)                              2026 (1)   

Lindsay Wenger   (Woodbridge)                    2026 (2)   
    

Leadership Calling Team (called by Leadership Team)   

Jody Gunn - Area 1   (Easton)                        2026   

Vacant - Area 2   

Gloria Kindy - Area 3   (University Park)         2026    

Gabriel Dodd – Area 7   (Beaver Creek)         2026                    

Michael Staubs – Area 8   (Mountain View)    2026   

   
Camp Mardela Board At-Large 
 

  

Vacant   
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Geographic Areas for District Representation 

  

Area 
  

                    Member Congregations 

1   Bethany, Community of Joy, Denton, Easton, Fairview, 
Greenhill, Ridgely 

2  Columbia United Christian, GraceWay, First Baltimore, 
Friendship, Long Green Valley, Reisterstown, Woodberry 

3   Arlington, Flower Hill, University Park, Washington City 

4   Dranesville, Hollywood, Manassas, Midland, Nokesville, Oakton, 
Woodbridge 

5   Bush Creek, Edgewood, Glade Valley, Meadow Branch,  
Piney Creek, Pipe Creek, Sam’s Creek, Union Bridge, 
Westminster 

6   Frederick, Grossnickle, Harmony, Locust Grove, Monocacy, 
Myersville, Pleasant View, Thurmont 

7   Beaver Creek, Broadfording, Brownsville, Downsville, 
Hagerstown, Longmeadow, Manor, Sharpsburg, Welty 

8     Allensville, Fellowship, Johnsontown, Moler Avenue,  
  Mountain View, Pleasant Ridge, Stone Bridge, Welsh Run 

 

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHURCHES IN THE  
MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT = 59 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
NAME:    Sharon Linton   
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Moderator Elect     
    
CONGREGATION:    Frederick Church of the Brethren  
 
VOCATION:    N/A 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    N/A  
Present:    N/A  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    N/A  
Present:    District Delegate  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Present: Audit Committee, Operations Committee, 
Past Church Board Chair, Christian Education, Nurture Commission, 
Finance Committee, Media Center Committee 
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:  President of Frederick 
Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, 1998-2000, Frederick Memorial Hospital 
Board, 1998-2000.  
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:  
Wherever I’m called, mostly within the financial areas  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    To spread the word of God and 
win more souls for Christ.     
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Dana M. Jones   
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Area 2 Rep. Leadership Team     
 
CONGREGATION:    First Church of the Brethren - Baltimore 
 
VOCATION:    Independent Contractor providing administrative services  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    None  
Present:    None  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    None 
Present:    Leadership Team  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Administrative Services - Church Board, Treasure, 
Deacon/ New Members    
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:     
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES   Communication & Community Outreach  
  
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :     
We become a light in the community though outreach.   
  

 

  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   22                                            Manassas 2023 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Dawn A. Weller  
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:   Area 5 Leadership Team   
 
CONGREGATION:    Bush Creek COB  4821A Green Valley Road 
Monrovia, Md. 21770  
 
VOCATION:    Preaching, Pastoral Care, Evangelism, Outreach,  
Ministering the Lord’s truth, Being able to open people's hearts to the 
Holy Spirit.   
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    
Present:     
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:                                                                                                                                                                
Present:     
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Preaching, Deacon, Board member on several 
committees, pulpit supply,  pastoral care, being a part of outreach, 
Evangelism.   
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    I have been involved 
in women's ministry, involved with VBS, many activities that involve 
ministry and fellowship.   
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:  
Evangelism, Outreach, Christian Ed, Any type of ministry that can reach 
out to the community.   
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :   I would like to help the church 
grow stronger in the Lord’s truth, for them to see the many gifts within 
themselves; to lead them to know and feel the Holy Spirit.  To have them 
want to reach out within the community and be Jesus in their 
neighborhood. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Janet (Jan) Flora   
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    District Leadership Team  At-Large   
 
CONGREGATION:    Westminster (MD)  
 
VOCATION:    Retired/Aging Services  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     
Present:     
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    Leadership Team, Calling and Credentialing Team  
Present:     
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Worship, Witness, Fellowship, Gifts Discernment, 
Personnel Relations Teams. Leadership Team Chair, current  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES Currently serving on Carroll County Arts Council 
Board of Directors, Carroll County Public Library Friends Board (past).   
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES  
Calling/Credentialing of ministers, Brethren Disaster Ministries  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    What drew me to the Church of 
the Brethren in 1977 was the peace position and emphasis on service. I 
felt acceptance and welcome from the local church for where I was in my 
life and support for continued spiritual growth without being told what to 
believe.  I continue to see the CoB as a place for studying the teachings 
of Jesus and applying them to present day situations while 
understanding the historical context of Jesus’ time.  My vision of the CoB 
at all levels is to be an umbrella that holds diversity and allows for 
differing views while holding common values – peace, love, 
understanding and civil discourse about our differences.    
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Lindsay Wenger   
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    District Leadership Team Member     
 
CONGREGATION:    Woodbridge CoB 
 
VOCATION:    Clinical Project Manager  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    I have served as an Annual Conference delegate and table discussion 
facilitator at two previous conferences in recent years. 
Present:    I am willing to continue serving in these roles for future conferences. 
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    I have been volunteering on the District Leadership Team (DLT) and am in my 
third year. I have also volunteered for sub-committees, as needed. 
Present:    I am in my second year serving as the DLT Chair. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    I have been an active member of Woodbridge CoB since 
childhood. I have been on the Board for many years, beginning as a young adult 
representative, then Vice Chair, and now as Chair for the last three years. I have filled 
the pulpit as a youth speaker and in adulthood, and volunteer as Worship Leader 
once a month.  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of interest to the 
delegate body - Present and Past:    I have been participating in volunteer work and 
outreach through the church and in other aspects of the community since childhood. I 
am a passionate activist, constantly advocating for and finding ways to support and lift 
up the oppressed, impoverished, and imprisoned. 
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church of interest to 
you:  
I am a strong empath and deeply feel all the pain we see in this world. Because of 
this, I have trouble narrowing my ministry and advocacy areas of interest. I have 
always been very impressed by the Brethren passion for disaster ministries, and 
strongly support our continued focus on inclusion of all God's children.  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    I have a strong personal connection with God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. I pray for all God's children to experience the peace that 
surpasses all understanding which washes over you when you commit your life to the 
spirit and open your heart to all of God's creations. I envision a future where divisive 
discord is put to rest, those who have enabled harm and oppression in the name of 
their religion have atoned themselves with the Lord, and we could all truly embody the 
radically selfless love of our Savior.  
“Let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me.” 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Jody Ellingson Gunn 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Leadership Calling Team, Area 1     
 
CONGREGATION:    Easton  
 
VOCATION:    Chaplain and Pastor 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    Church of the Brethren Ministers’ Association Committee 
Member 4 years 
Present:  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    Young Adult Ministry; Chair of District Executive Search 
Committee; Camp Mardela Board 
Present:   TRIM Coordinator 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Pastoral Leadership (solo pastor; second staff 
(Nurture, Outreach; Interim)); Gifts Discernment Committee; Bible 
Study/Sunday School Leader; Board Chair and Member of Leadership 
Team  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Involvement in local 
COB, ecumenical, and interfaith groups plus parachurch youth 
organizations over the years. Have participated in NYC, workcamps, and 
Interdistrict Roundtable as chaperone and leadership.   
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:  
Helping people find their calling in the church and beyond, plus being 
involved with the  faith formation with people of all ages.  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    My vision for the church is to take 
seriously the words of Jesus in how we approach all people and the 
world. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Gloria Kindy   
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Nominating Team     
 
CONGREGATION:    University Park  
 
VOCATION:    Registered Nurse 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    None  
Present:    None  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    N. Ohio District Peace Committee, Shepherd’s Spring 
Committee/Board 
Present:    None  
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Deacon, SS teacher, Board chair, Witness chair, 
Nurture chair, Choir member, Worship Committee, Annual conference 
delegate, District conference delegate  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of 
interest to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Served in BVS from 
1976-1978 on BVS Peace Team, was a counselor or leader at 10 COB 
camps and NYC  
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church 
of interest to you:  
Peace and justice work, outreach  
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    A community of people 
committed to living Jesus’ way of discipleship, welcome, peace and 
justice.     
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 
NAME:    Gabriel Dodd 
 
SLATE/BALLOT POSITION:    Leadership Calling Team, Area 7    
 
CONGREGATION:    Beaver Creek, Hagerstown  
 
VOCATION:    Pastor, Spiritual Director, Student  
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:    Youth Peace Travel Team, Speaker at National Jr. High Conference, 
Spiritual Director for National Youth Conference, Workshop Leader, Annual 
Conference Delegate  
Present:    none  
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past:     Companions in Spiritual Exploration Committee (Shenandoah), Area 
Youth Coordinator (Shenandoah), Speaker at District Conference (Shenandoah) 
Present:    Co-advisor for Senior High Youth Ministry (MAD) 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:    Pastor for Youth and Young Families (2015-2020 - 
Shenandoah District), Pastor (2020-current - Beaver Creek)  
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of interest to 
the delegate body - Present and Past:    I am active in the Hagerstown Area 
Religious Council, a peer-directed group of spiritual directors, and am currently 
studying for my Doctor of Ministry in Spiritual Formation and Spiritual Direction at 
Fuller Theological Seminary.  
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church of 
interest to you:  
I am interested in the ministry of spiritual formation for congregations and all 
ages, and the ministry of spiritual direction. 
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :    I am convinced that a church can only be 
successful when it is serious about its spiritual health.  Those who build a 
relationship with God, will always be acting in peace under God’s care and 
mercy.  This relationship with God is built by knowing, loving, and serving Jesus.  
My vision for the church is to re-discover the emphasis on prayer and 
discernment so that we might be closer to our creator.  
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 
 
NAME: Michael Staubs 

SLATE/BALLOT POSITION: Leadership Calling Team  

CONGREGATION: Mountain View Church of the Brethren  

VOCATION: Pastor 
 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past: NA  
Present:   NA 
 
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES 
Past: District Moderator - Elect / Moderator  
Present:     Licensed Pastor District Assigned Mentor 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
Present and past:   Senior Pastor 
 
OTHER ACTIVITIES  related to church or community that would be of interest 
to the delegate body - Present and Past:    Served WV Emmaus Community 
as Spiritual Director 6 yrs Served as Listener in Local High School 
program 
 
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church of 
interest to you:  

Healing Prayer Ministry / Healing Rooms 
 
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH :   I see a church where the whole 
Gospel is preached and lived; where people find healing for their bodies 
and rest for their souls; a place where the love of Jesus is expressed in 
word and action as we live daily into our faith. 
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District Interim Executive Minister Team  
Report to District Conference 

 
“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances, for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18) 

Over the past year, our interim DEM team (Kim McDowell, Joe Detrick, 
Eddie Edmonds and Gretchen Zience) has been privileged to serve with 
all of you in the ministry of the Mid-Atlantic District. We’ve found cause 
for much gratitude at God’s gifts in this work!     

*Within and among congregations, the love of Jesus is evident in 
mutual care, joyful worship, and service to our communities 

*Exceptional staff, Leadership Team members and volunteers are 
providing creative and faithful guidance to the ministries of the District 

*As a team, we’ve valued collaboration deeply. Reciprocal support, 
shared expertise, & discernment make this cooperative interim model 
one for which we’re thankful. 
 
Below are some of the areas in which we’ve been spending time: 

Relating to congregations and pastors 
Each of us has made contact through visits, preaching, and calls with all 
the congregations and pastors that fall under our assigned areas of 
responsibility. (These are roughly divided geographically into thirds of the 
District.) 

 In churches small and large, there is striking and deep commitment to 
Christ and one another. Issues common to many include declining 
numbers and energy and resulting fears about sustainability and pastoral 
leadership. Since the last District Conference, the Columbia United  
Church has closed its doors, and the Myersville congregation has voted 
to begin the process. 

Credentialing and placement of pastors 
Church of the Brethren polity grants the responsibility to Districts for 
oversight of pastoral leadership through credentialing and placement. 
Richard Wehrle, pastor at Midland, received an MDiv this year from 
Bethany Seminary. MAD currently has twelve licensed ministers who are 
in the ordination preparation process. The DEM team works with Calling 
& Credentialing to maintain contact with these, many of whom are 
already serving churches.  
 
A number of pastoral placements have been completed in the last 15   
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District Interim Executive Minister Team 
                     Report to District Conference   (Continued) 

 
months, some begun by Gene Hagenberger before he retired. The task 
of placement is complicated by the very small number of pastors (three 
at the time of this writing) in the denominational pool.  We have been 
inviting churches to consider new ways of developing and claiming 
pastoral leadership, such as creating lay ministry teams. 
 
New (credentialed) pastoral placements that have not yet been 
recognized include Chris Mohler (Broadfording,) Dawn Weller (Bush 
Creek), Meghan Knight (Denton,) Joey Moss (Interim, Dranesville), Keith 
Carter (Baltimore First,) Becky Henry (Glade Valley,) Greg Laszakovits 
(Interim, Grossnickle,) M Gresh (Long Green Valley), Janet Myers 
(Nokesville), and Phil Curran (University Park.) We welcome these 
leaders into the roles in which they’re serving! 
 
Serving as DEM members of Ministry & Task Teams, and 
consultants to the Leadership Team 
Each of our team members relates to several of the Ministry and Task 
Teams named by the Leadership Team. (These include Calling & 
Credentialing, Ministry Interviewing, Continuing Education, Assessment, 
Ethics, SVMC, Church Outreach, Renewal & Evangelism, 
Communications, Finance & Property, Outreach & Service, Spirituality & 
Congregational Life, Leadership Calling, and Program and 
Arrangements) Ministers are being called & trained, the meat canning 
project and Disaster response auction serve many, new ideas for 
growing in spirit and faith are being shared, and our gathering here is 
planned with care and imagination. Those serving on Ministry and Task 
Teams are providing diverse opportunities for the District to resource its 
congregations and reach out to those beyond us. 

Gretchen continues to serve as a liaison with the Leadership Team and 
offers highly able consultation and assistance in reviewing, editing, and 
communications. 

Working with congregations withdrawing from the District and 
Denomination 
Because of differences in theological, biblical and ecclesial 
understandings, four churches are in the process of separating from the 
Mid-Atlantic District and the Church of the Brethren. These include Pipe 
Creek, Pleasant Ridge, Stone Bridge and Welsh Run. Both our DEM  
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                     Report to District Conference   (Continued) 

 
team and a number of others from the Leadership Team, District 
Conference officers, Shalom Team and wider District have spent many 
hours meeting with these congregations, developing and sharing policies 
for withdrawal and attending the first votes taken. We’ve engaged the 
services of two law firms (one in MD, one in PA) to prepare the 
documents needed to finalize separation agreements. Once those are 
complete, the Leadership Team will approve the agreements and each of 
the four churches will take a second and final vote before settlement.  
 
Each congregation has been asked to present a list of the reasons for 
withdrawing. A summary of these will be shared by the Leadership Team 
with the District Conference before delegates vote to approve the closing 
of the churches. Different understandings of authority and accountability 
in the church, sexuality, racism and biblical authority are among reasons 
frequently mentioned. In Brethren thought, there is a tension between 
respect for individual conscience vs. trust in corporate discernment. Our 
DEM team has been struck by a misconception among those departing 
about the role of Elgin staff, Annual Conference officers, or District 
leadership. Some believe that these have the authority – and a mandate 
– to enforce statements of the church. Yet in fact, none are 
commissioned in church structure to be enforcers and much is left to the 
discretion of individual congregations, or to a lesser extent, districts. 
Brethren theology and polity are very non-hierarchical. Positively put, 
Brethren have Pietist roots that value personal faith convictions and 
Anabaptist roots that lift up the power of communal wisdom. Both guide 
our prayerful choices.  
While we lament the breaking of unity, shared purpose and commitment 
in these separations, we pray for a fuller and freer expression of faith for 
those who are leaving, and we wish them Godspeed. 
 
Relating to denominational bodies 
As a DEM team, we represent the Mid-Atlantic District in the larger 
denomination through participation in the Council of District Executives 
(CODE), Annual Conference, and other events such as the National 
Older Adult Conference. Kim serves as the official representative to 
CODE and has attended meetings in Florida, Richmond, IN and at 
Annual Conference. Eddie and Joe both participated in NOAC at Lake  
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Junaluska in North Carolina. We find ourselves strengthened by these 
connections from which we draw ideas, spiritual nurture, and collegiality. 

Encouraging envisioning                                                                                                                            
While we’ve felt that there’s too little time for developing creative ideas 
and efforts with and for congregations in the District, we’ve spent some 
time exploring ideas around congregational renewal and new models of 
being church, pastoral support groups, women in ministry, and 
connections among District congregations. We’re grateful for the work 
being done by Ministry Teams to help us imagine and envision steps that 
may be helpful to all of us. 

 

Our deep thanks go to Jo Ann Landon, without whom the work of the 
District would not get done! She has been a committed partner in all you 
and we do. Thanks, too, to Barb Watt for her time and expertise as the 
Treasurer for the District!  We are grateful to both of them, and to those 
who serve on the District Leadership Team, Ministry Teams, and in other 
roles. Thank you! 

 

In shared service to Christ- 

Kim McDowell, Joe Detrick, Eddie Edmonds, Gretchen Zience                                                               
Interim District Executive Minister Team 
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 District Leadership Team Report 

August 2023 
 
Beloved Siblings, 
 
The District Leadership Team has been holding hybrid meetings since 
the last District Conference. Much of the work of the Leadership Team 
involved management of finances and resources, sorting through district 
business, and facilitating the work of the various ministry teams. Interim 
DEMs Kim McDowell, Joe Detrick, and Eddie Edmonds have been doing 
an outstanding job engaging with and providing support for 
congregations and ministry teams. DEM administrator Gretchen Zience 
has provided excellent support to the interim DEMs and others. 
Administrative Assistant Jo Ann Landon has continued her outstanding 
service to the district and has gone above and beyond to provide her 
support. We can’t say enough how much we appreciate and value her 
time and talents! Finally, I would like to specifically express my gratitude 
to Co-Chair Ben Bear and the rest of our Leadership Team for their 
invaluable insights and contributions. I sincerely thank all district 
personnel and volunteers for their faithful efforts and ongoing 
commitment. 
 
The Leadership Team has collaborated with the Search Committee to 
consider the input received from church leadership to develop the 
position description and staffing plan for a full-time DEM. The DEM 
position is currently open and accepting applicants. We have also been 
involved in working to reconcile division which has emerged during this 
challenging time, particularly regarding theology and Annual Conference 
polity and Statements. The District Reconciliation Team has been 
meeting with congregations who wish to discuss any questions or 
concerns. We have also entered into the withdrawal process with some 
congregations. Having carefully evaluated denominational polity and 
practices from other districts, the Leadership Team has offered guidance 
to withdrawing congregations. We have also been providing assistance 
and resources so that any members of these withdrawing congregations 
who vote to stay within the Church of the Brethren are able to transfer 
their membership to neighboring congregations. 
 
The Leadership Team is excited about the ways in which our district has   
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continued to work together toward common goals of outreach for our 
communities and world. From the individual contributions of each 
congregation to the wider efforts of the district missions and ministries, 
we have been stepping up to the challenge to be Jesus in our 
neighborhoods. 
 
I have been pleased to see that District and Denominational leadership 
has stayed true to our path of moving in the direction of inclusion and 
affirmation of all peoples, especially those who have been marginalized, 
oppressed, imprisoned, and impoverished. We know that we still have a 
long road ahead, and that communication and education are key to 
embodying the people Jesus called us to be. We wish to remain in 
faithful communication with our Mid-Atlantic congregations and wider 
denomination in our efforts to continue the radically loving and inclusive 
work of Jesus.  
 
“They will know we are Christians by our love.” 
 
Lindsay Wenger (she/her) 
District Leadership Team Chair 
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Search Committee 
New District Executive Minister, Mid-Atlantic District,  

Church of the Brethren 

 
Greetings in the strong name of Jesus Christ!   
 
What follows is an update on our search for new executive leadership for 
our beloved District. As communicated in our spring letter to the District, 
we have met regularly since our formation in December 2022. During this 
time, we have seen our efforts bear much fruit, resulting in an active 
search for new leadership currently in motion. Though we cannot know 
precisely how things will materialize, we hope to have a new District 
Executive Minister in place in 2024. 
 
The foundation for our efforts has been crafted from information and data 
gleaned from a survey sent earlier this year to all Mid-Atlantic District 
pastors, board/leadership team chairs, and District leadership team 
members. The completion rate of the survey was impressive, 
representing the input of over fifty of our fifty-nine congregations.   
 
Your response showed an evident passion for renewed vision and vitality 
in our District. To that end, we are searching for a District Executive 
Minister who will major in church renewal, emphasizing outreach and 
mission aligned with our denomination's compelling vision that calls us to 
be Jesus in the neighborhood. 
 
District leadership realizes that a single individual cannot accomplish the 
renewal priorities desired by the District for our new District Executive 
Minister. Thus, the District Leadership Team has committed to also 
calling several regional representatives to come alongside the new 
District Executive Minister to assist her/him in mission and ministry. 
Though we are not searching for those individuals at this time (they'll be 
called when the new District Executive Minister is in place by a process 
yet to be determined by the District Leadership Team), it is essential that 
we interpret our search in the context of this understanding; otherwise, 
our vision for a new District Executive Minister can appear unrealistic, 
given the broad geography of our District and the number of 
congregations needing to be served.  
 
Our search team represents the diversity of our District and our 
denomination. We have learned to work productively as a team, honoring  
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Search Committee 
New District Executive Minister, Mid-Atlantic District,  

                    Church of the Brethren (continued) 

 
and yielding to one another, yet voicing our convictions forthrightly. Our  
experience gives us hope for our District and the efforts of our new 
District Executive Minister; we have demonstrated by God's grace that 
diversity is not a deficiency but a greenhouse for growth and forward 
movement for Christ. We pray our experience inspires others to believe 
the future is bright with promise and new beginnings. 
 
Open communication has been vital to our process. Thus, we welcome 
your questions, concerns, or comments. We also solicit your prayers as 
we continue our search, seeking God’s choice for Mid-Atlantic’s new 
District Executive Minister.   
 
 
Sincerely, in Christ, 
 
Mid-Atlantic District District Executive Minister Search Committee 

Ruth Aukerman, Yakubu Bakfwash, Britnee Linton (secretary), Paul 
Mundey (chair), Mandy Park, Dianne Nelson, Matt Rittle, Danny Rumpf 
(liaison to the Mid-Atlantic District Leadership Team), Gene Walbridge.  
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Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team Report 

 
CCMT continues to take seriously the educating and credentialing 
processes to assist candidates through discernment of call. In working 
closely alongside candidates for licensing, commissioning, and 
ordination, CCMT continues efforts to move candidates through 
programs at an appropriate pace. On November 6, the team, along with 
the Ministry Interview Task Team and the Interim District Executives 
performed the annual reviews with candidates which informs the team of 
each candidate’s educational progress. Based on those interviews, 
recommendations and deadlines (if necessary) are given to the 
candidates to guide them and keep them on track for accomplishing their 
ministry goals. Renewed relationship with Donna Rhodes at SVMC has 
helped us keep students on their educational track. The ACTS program, 
facilitated by SVMC, is constructed to be a 4 year educational program. 
Jody Gunn continues as leadership in our district TRIM program. 
 
These have not been easy times for CCMT. Once again, the team spent 
additional time understanding the polity and denominational guidance 
surrounding departing congregations and ministers from the COB. It 
should be understood that the District cannot recognize dual-
credentialing between the Church of the Brethren and Covenant 
Brethren Church as the schismatic nature of the CBC seems to 
jeopardize a minister’s vows to set-apart ministry in our covenant. These 
deliberations remain painful as we navigate God’s calling for our 
denomination. As a result of these conversations and challenges, a 
letter, reaffirming the denomination’s stand on this issue, was sent out 
from the Calling and Credentialing Ministry team explaining these 
guidelines. 
 
The team appreciates the guidance and wisdom of the Interim DEMs 
Kim McDowell, Eddie Edmonds, Joe Detrick and Administrative Assistant 
Jo Ann Landon. I am also very appreciative of the work of CCMT 
members- Calvin Park, Jenn Flora (secretary), Rachel Black, Scott 
Linton. Your prayers are appreciated as we continue the work we have 
been called to perform on this team. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Twyla Rowe, CCMT Chair 
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Church Outreach, Renewal, and Evangelism (C.O.R.E.) Report 

 
Getting the Good News Out! 

The CORE team consists of Ellen Wile (Easton), chair, Martin Hutchison 
(Community of Joy), Jennifer Summy (Easton), Paul Mundey (Frederick) 
and Tom Jouannet (Grossnickle) 

  
 CORE stands for Congregational Outreach Renewal and 

Evangelism. 
  
 The Mini-Grant Program awards grants of $500 to approved 

applications from churches to increase community 
involvement.  Examples of grants awarded to churches in 
our district are and have been after-school and multicultural 
activities, community book studies, increase of website use, 
social media communication, and improving property space 
for community use. 

 
There is a “Mid-Atlantic COB Resource Sharing” page on  Facebook.  
Please use this for sharing your church’s Good News!  Be encouraged 
and be proactive about sharing our outreach, renewal and evangelism 
experiences. 

There has been discussion on finding brothers and sisters whose energy 
is geared toward church planting. 

Add your Good News to the following! – 

- Hagerstown COB has a Community Breakfast and Picnic! 

- Ridgely COB: Every 2nd Tuesday of the month they share a community 
dinner with 100 participants from the local and wider community! 

- Jan Flora (Westminster) attended this year’s New and Renew  
Conference, May 17-19 for the denomination! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ellen W. Wile  
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Church Outreach, Renewal, and Evangelism (C.O.R.E.) Report 
(continued) 

Mini-Grant applications are reviewed on a rolling basis by the CORE 
Ministry Team. 
Application can be found at https://tinyurl.com/COREJITNMiniGrants 
Or you can scan this QR code to access the application 

 
  

https://tinyurl.com/COREJITNMiniGrants
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Communications Ministry Team (CMT) 

October 2022–August 2023 

The goals of the CMT are to develop ways to connect with all the MAD 
churches, to promote MAD events, and to improve communications 
among our churches.  The team was originally formed in 2012 and made 
significant progress in achieving these goals in the five years that 
followed formation. 
 
The team previously made significant strides in redesigning the MAD 
website, creating and subsequently updating the MAD Facebook page, 
and developing informational materials describing the work of the MAD. 
During 2023, we have made progress with several of these CMT goals. 
 
For example, we have started sending an informational document to the 
churches about what the District Leadership Team has been focused on 
in their periodic meetings, called “Connecting with the Mid-Atlantic 
District.” The document also highlights what several individual churches 
are accomplishing in their goals to be “Jesus in the Neighborhood.” We 
will continue to send these reports to the congregations and look forward 
to hearing from you about what is happening in your church. 
 
In an effort to update the MAD website, we worked with a consultant 
from the Pacific Northwest District who provided valuable website 
training to the District office staff and our MT. We have begun the task to 
updating our website with long overdue changes. Please review your 
church’s page in the directory and let us know of changes that should be 
made. 
 
We are in the process of updating an informational brochure about the 
MAD that we will make available to the churches.  
 
Finally, please contact the current CMT chair if you share our view of this 
team’s importance to the District and would like to help us make a 
difference. 
 
CMT Membership—Members of the team are Erin Olinger (Midland) 
and Gretchen Zience (chair) (Oakton). Several other members are 
serving in ad hoc roles to assist as needed. 
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Finance and Property Ministry Team Report 

 
The District ended 2022 with a surplus of $14,937.  Receipts from 
congregations totaled $151,767.  Many churches contributed in greater 
amounts than what they had pledged.  Using investment funds from the 
Greater Grace Church loan helped us stay positive. 
 
Thank you to all congregations for your financial support throughout the 
year.  We especially appreciate receiving quarterly contributions, which 
helps the District stay up-to-date on bill payments.  It is important that we 
have all contributions in by December 31 of each year, so that our audit 
can be completed soon after the beginning of the following year. 
 
The Finance and Property Ministry Team would welcome new members 
to this group.  If you are interested in joining this team, please contact 
Everett Fisher or the District Office. 
 
The Finance and Property Ministry Team 
 
Everett Fisher, Chair 
Doug Potvin 
Danny Rumpf 
Gene Walbridge, Consultant 
Barb Watt, Treasurer 
Gretchen Zience, Interim DEM Team Rep 
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Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator’s Report for 2023 
 
The Mid-Atlantic District (MAD) continues to be well represented by its 
volunteers working on Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) rebuild project 
sites in Dawson Springs, KY (tornado response) and Eastern KY 
(flooding response), having served approximately 200 volunteer work-
days through August 2023, and scheduled to serve another 170 work-
days this fall.  MAD volunteers also served another 58 work-days in 
Crisfield, MD, during January 2023 to repair a home that was damaged 
during an October 2021 storm, which caused extreme high tides and 
resulted in numerous homes being flooded in Dorchester and Somerset 
Counties.  This was a continuation of work started during 2022 for which 
BDM had received a $30,000 Lowes Home Improvement and National 
Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster grant to repair homes 
damaged in the October 2021 storm.  There is still a need to 
repair/rebuild homes on the Eastern Shore of Maryland and there may 
be volunteer opportunities in the future. 
 
We sincerely thank all the volunteers who continue to give of their time 
and talents supporting BDM!  Your willingness to help with child care, 
rebuild homes, provide household support, cook meals, or help support 
BDM and its volunteers through your prayers, encouragement, 
donations, or other means, have made a tremendous difference to those 
whose lives have been impacted by natural disasters. 
 
Brethren Disaster Ministries provides help to people in need of child care 
and/or assistance to regain full use of their home after it has been 
damaged or destroyed by natural disasters. The program provides a 
helpful and safe environment for volunteers to assist in the repair or 
rebuilding of homes and child care, and hope to the homeowners.  This 
is a great opportunity for people to use their talents and gifts, teach 
others construction and household skills, learn new skills, enjoy the 
comradery of fellow volunteers, and help those who are hurting. 
Volunteer housing is provided, often at local churches or community 
buildings, where weekly volunteers and leaders stay, eat, and become 
more connected with the community.  Volunteers DO NOT have to be 
COB members. If you have a heart for service and Disaster Relief 
recovery or a desire for a new challenge, please contact us and we can 
acquaint you with what to expect during a volunteer week and get you 
started toward a very rewarding experience. If you wish to volunteer, 
please contact your church BDM advocate or Jeffrey McKee, Mid-
Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator, at email: jamckee26@msn.com or 
cell phone: 443-547-5958.  More information on BDM and on current   

mailto:jamckee26@msn.com
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work locations may also be found online at: http://www.brethren.org/bdm/ 
or by calling 800-451-4407. 
 
There is still a need for a full group to travel to Dawson Springs, KY, the 
week of September 17-23, 2023.  There are also opportunities to 
volunteer in 2024 as shown below.  Full groups are limited to 15 
volunteers, half groups are limited to 7 volunteers. Weeks not listed 
below have already been assigned, but there may be openings for 
individuals or small groups within those weeks, and there may be 
opportunities for work at a second project. If you have the desire to 
volunteer for a specific week, please let me know and I’ll check on 
availability.  
 
Date     Group    Location 
March 17-23, 2024  Half Group  TBD 
March 24-30, 2024  Full Group  TBD 
March 31 – April 6, 2024 Full Group  TBD 
May 26 – June 1, 2024  Half Group  TBD 
June 30 – July 6, 2024  Full Group  TBD 
July 7–13, 2024   Half Group  TBD 
August 4-10, 2024  Half Group  TBD 
August 11-17, 2024  Full Group  TBD 
August 18-24, 2024  Full Group  TBD 
August 25-31, 2024  Full Group  TBD 
September 1-7, 2024  Half Group  TBD 
September 15-21, 2024  Half Group  TBD 
November 10-16, 2024  Half Group  TBD 
December 8-14, 2024  Half Group  TBD 
December 15-21, 2024  Full Group  TBD 
 
For opportunities to volunteer with Children’s Disaster Services, please 
call 800-451-4407, email cds@brethren.org or check out the CDS 
website for information and training http://www.brethren.org/cds/ 
 
Peace and Blessings, 

Jeff McKee 

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Coordinator 

  

http://www.brethren.org/bdm/
mailto:cds@brethren.org
http://www.brethren.org/cds/
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Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction 
Committee Report 2023 

 
The Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee’s 
activities returned to some semblance of normalcy in 2023 with our 
Annual Benefit Dinner being held on April 1, and our Auction being held 
on May 6.  We had a great turnout of 128 people for the Benefit Dinner, 
which raised almost $6,500.  We thank all of those who attended, 
donated baked goods and other items for the dinner Auction, and 
particularly those volunteers from Bush Creek COB and Union Bridge 
COB who continue to host and prepare the delicious dinners! 
 
Our annual Auction was very successful as well, raising over $61,000.  
We continue to be amazed at the generosity of so many who attend the 
Auction and continue to donate your time, talents, and financial 
resources to support Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM).  Thanks to your 
generosity and support of the Auction purchases, Booklet and Patron 
Ads, and generous donations we donated $85,000 to the BDM 
Emergency Disaster Fund in 2023, which is the highest amount the MAD 
has donated since the Auction started in 1981, and brings the total 
amount donated to BDM over 43 years to over $2.2 million.  The 
Committee also voted to donate $25,000 to the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland Long-Term Recovery Group to help rebuild/repair homes 
flooded in the October 2021 storm. 
 
The Auction Committee thanks those who continue to make and donate 
auction items, including quilts, comforters, wall hangings, and other 
pieces, theme baskets and specialty items, and food items; patrons and 
advertisers in the Auction booklet; participants who make financial 
donations and purchase items; and the many volunteers who help at the 
Auction and Benefit Dinner.  I would also like to express my sincere 
appreciation to Lester Boleyn, Barbara Coolidge, Doretta and Jim 
Dorsch, David Fogle, Lou Gloyd, Bruce Hollenberg, Alice Houck, John 
Laudermilch, Jim Lohr, Daryl Long, Frances Miller, Jack Myrick, Brenda 
Palsgrove, Arnold Platou, Dorothy Saville, Myrtle Sturtz, Connie Welsh, 
and Robert Wilson, who serve on the Auction Committee. 
 
The Committee needs churches/volunteers who would be willing to 
take over the Smoothies/Pretzel Booth (I really miss the 
smoothies!), Popcorn/Water/Candy Booth, and coordination of the 
Plant Booth.  The Committee is always in need of volunteers and fund-
raising ideas, and welcomes new members to work on advanced 
planning for the Auction and other activities.  We also need help on      
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Friday before the Auction and the day of the Auction to set up, clean up, 
and help move auction items. 
 
Thanks to everyone who continues to support the Mid-Atlantic District 
and Brethren Disaster Ministries.  Your contributions make a huge 
difference in the lives of those impacted by natural and man-made 
disasters! 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the following 2024 events.  Please 
mark your calendars! 

• MADDRA Benefit Dinner at Bush Creek COB – April 6, 2024, at 
6:30 pm 

• MADDR Auction – May 4, 2024, 7:00 am to 4:00 pm at the 
Carroll County Agricultural Center, Shipley Arena, Westminster, 
MD 

Peace and Blessings, 

Jeff McKee 

Chairperson, Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee 

 

Meat Canning 

The 45th Annual Meat Canning Project is a joint effort of the Mid-Atlantic 
and Southern Pennsylvania Districts.  The goal of the canning project is 
to help feed people in need, both locally and overseas.  The canning 
portion of the project took place April 10th – 14th at Christian Aid Ministries 
(CAM) in Ephrata, PA.  Volunteers from both Districts, approximately 120 
for the week, had a good time working and fellowshipping together.  Mid-
Atlantic District volunteers had a good turnout, with some new volunteers 
on the schedule.  This we are grateful for and thankful for those who 
came. 

Through the generosity of congregations, Mid-Atlantic’s 2023 contribution 
to the Meat Canning Fund was $18,696.00.  Again, thank you for those 
donations that help to make this project happen.  With combined funds 
from both Districts, approximately 18,000 lbs. of chicken were purchased 
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and processed (9,670 cans).  Chicken prices were even higher than last  
year at $1.185 per lb. (last year $1.08 per lb.).  This year’s distribution 
was approximately 134 cases (3,216 cans) each to Mid-Atlantic and 
Southern PA Districts and approximately 135 cases (3,238 cans) went to 
Brethren Disaster Ministries to be distributed overseas by way of Miami 
Haitian Church of the Brethren.  

The team will meet in November to begin planning the 2024 project, 
tentatively planned for April 1st – 4th.  Your congregation can participate in 
any or all the following ways: 

• Donate money – We will need donations towards the 2024 
project.  It would be helpful in planning chicken purchases if 
these funds are received by the first of the year, but we are 
thankful for donations anytime. 

• Be a Meat Canning Coordinator at your church or ask a 
volunteer to serve as one for your congregation if you don’t 
already have one.  Please call the district office to share contact 
information. 

• Volunteer for a canning shift.  Information is sent to churches 
after the first of the year. 

• Pick up and distribute canned chicken to feed the hungry – to 
use in your food pantry, a food pantry you work with or a need in 
your community, FREE.  Pick up is at the Brethren Service 
Center, New Windsor, MD.  However, you must contact the 
district office to schedule a pick-up.  At least 24 hours’ notice is 
required. 

If you have any questions, want to volunteer, or donate, please contact a 
Mid-Atlantic team member:  Lou Gloyd, Steve Horr, Brenda Thomasson, 
Jo Ann Landon (Staff) or myself, Billy Horton or call the district office 443-
960-3052. 

Again, our team thanks you for all you do to support the Meat Canning 
Project to feed the world’s hungry people. 

In His Service, 

Billy Horton, Mid-Atlantic Team Coordinator 
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 Our Ministry Team meets every other month for 90 mins to 2 
hours. In May we had some intentional prayer time together. After 
praying together and talking together about the needs of this district and 
the passions of our group, we have decided to rethink our direction a 
little bit. Our four priorities of focus: pastors, youth, the camps, and 
healthy/imaginative conversations. We see so much value in what the 
pastors bring to each congregation, what the camps bring to our district, 
and the desire so many parents long for to have help raising their 
children through the love of Christ. Along with these important aspects, 
we wish to take on the initiative to truly develop a culture of calling and 
equipping disciples who are innovative, adaptable, and fearless.  

 With this in mind, we have established a few ideas we hope to 
live into as a ministry team. For starters, we hosted a deacon training in 
September at Union Bridge Church of the Brethren. Our hope by offering 
this training is something that can assist in nurturing our congregations, 
supporting our pastors, and spiritually renewing the deacons that work so 
hard in their congregations. Another goal is to develop a Pastors Retreat. 
Our pastors work tirelessly to serve God’s Kingdom in new ways while 
continually nurturing and teaching their congregants. Being a pastor 
these days is very diverse and rest is often needed. We hope to have the 
Pastors Retreat in 2024. We also plan to have a Fearless Conversations 
session at District Conference every year. People often find it intimidating 
to share their new ideas and talk about vulnerable topics because they 
fear they will be shot down, made fun of, ridiculed, or more. Our goal for 
this workshop will be to offer a space to have necessary conversations in 
a loving and compassionate manor. This workshop may involve story 
telling and reflection, insight on areas of justice, or leadership 
development.  

 Mandy North, Jackie Bear, Missy Sumbry (middle school age), 
Gabe Dodd and Jan Walker (high school age) are still working tirelessly 
inviting youth and young adults to grow in their walk with Christ. 
Manassas Church of the Brethren hosted a middle school retreat 
focusing on Brethren values. Jan took some young adults on a Brethren 
Disaster Ministries trip. Jan and Gabe are continually in conversation 
about the best ways to reach our high schoolers amidst a very quickly 
changing culture.  

 We have very much enjoyed working together to establish the 
worship services. We would like to have another one in the future, but   
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                                                                                (continued) 

 
this year we are putting that on hold so we can really focus on some of 
these other areas to strengthen our congregations. If you have any 
interest in helping to develop a Pastor’s Retreat or know of good leaders 
to lead workshops in these areas, please do not hesitate to contact 
Britnee Linton, the chair of the committee: britnee.linton@gmail.com.  

 

Blessings, 

The Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team 

  

mailto:britnee.linton@gmail.com
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The Annual Conference Standing Committee met July 1-4, just prior to 
the start of the 2023 Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren 
meeting in Cincinnati, Ohio.  As representatives from Mid-Atlantic 
District, we joined delegates from 24 districts in the denomination; our 
meetings were led by officers Tim McElwee (Moderator), Madalyn 
Metzger (Moderator-Elect), David Shumate (Secretary), and David 
Sollenberger (Immediate Past Moderator).  In addition to handling its 
committee business, we also participate as district delegates to the full 
Annual Conference meetings. 

The Standing Committee reviews and makes recommendations on 
business items ahead of the Annual Conference sessions, hears reports 
from staff and agencies, and serves as the judicial authority for the 
Church of the Brethren.  Later, the entire Annual Conference delegate 
body, with representation from all denominational congregations and 
districts, then acts on business by voting to reject, amend, or accept the 
recommendations that come from Standing Committee. 

Each Standing Committee session began with a time of worship led by 
several of our members.  After some time of getting to know one another, 
Standing Committee delegates shared joys and challenges from their 
districts — out of which emerged common struggles related to churches 
discerning departure from the denomination and numerical decline.  But 
beyond our troubles, we also heard refrains of common joy as district 
churches find creative ways to be in partnership with each other and in 
their communities.  We learned that several other districts are in the 
midst of staffing changes, similar to MAD.   

During its meetings, Standing Committee received several reports from 
its subcommittees and task teams addressing a variety of topics, 
including:  Negotiating Agency Covenants, Reviewing Organizational 
Structure, Process for Addressing Concerns with Annual Conference 
Agencies, Receiving and Implementing Annual Conference Statements, 
and more.  Standing Committee added a short section to the Standing 
Committee Manual entitled “Polity, Position, Policy, and Practice” (which 
may be expanded in future years), and we finalized a Service of 
Confession and Repentance which was later engaged by the larger 
Annual Conference delegate body.  
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Standing Committee considered and made recommendations on a 
variety of old and new denominational business items.  The Annual 
Conference later: 

- Received an Interim Report from the Standing with People of 
Color Committee and extended the work of the committee an 
additional year to 2025. 

- Received an Interim Report from the Breaking Down Barriers- 
Increasing Access to Denominational Events Committee. 

- Accepted concerns and called a Study Committee on Calling 
Denominational Leadership which includes Eric Bishop, Erika 
Clary, and Emmett Witkovsky-Eldred. 

- Adopted changes to conference rules regarding Nominations 
from the Floor of Annual Conference. 

- Adopted 2023 Guidelines for Continuing Education. 

- Adopted Amended Articles of Organization for Eder Financial. 

- Adopted a 5.3% Cost of Living Adjustment to the Minimum Cash 
Salary Table for Pastors. 

- Adopted the resolution “With Actions and Truth:  A Lament of the 
Doctrine of Discovery,” with minimal amendments. 

Except for handling denominational appeals and nominating activities, 
our work is normally conducted during the few days prior to Annual 
Conference.  However, due to the amount of current workload, Standing 
Committee and its various subcommittees and task teams held several 
Zoom meetings during the year prior to in-person Cincinnati sessions.  
This may be due to the current business concerns and circumstances 
that the denomination is facing, but it may also be that Zoom is 
facilitating a “new normal” way for Standing Committee to conduct its 
work between Conferences. 

Nominating good people to advance God’s Kingdom purposes for the 
Church of the Brethen is a top priority of the Standing Committee.  We 
encourage all district congregations and individuals to give serious 
consideration to nominating people willing to serve Christ in the broader  
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Church.  The nomination process is simple, and you can find information 
and document links about the open positions at 
https://www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/. 

Craig continues to serve on the Standing Committee task team reviewing 
the denomination’s organizational structure and as an alternate on the 
Appeals Committee.  Tim was elected to a 2-year term on the 
Nominating Committee.  However, since the 2022 Annual Conference in 
Omaha, the Mid-Atlantic District was actually served by four people.  Kim 
McDowell needed to resign as Standing Committee member when she 
became a member of the team of Interim District Executives now serving 
us.  In her place, Ellen Wile capably stood in and worked on the task 
teams working to negotiate three new denominational agency covenant 
agreements (of course, with great assistance from each respective 
agency). 

Serving on Standing Committee is a privilege as we discern the mind of 
Christ amidst our beloved denomination.  Please continue to hold the 
work of the Standing Committee, the Annual Conference, our district, 
and the entire denomination in your prayers! 

Thank you! 

Craig Stutzman (serving 2nd term with final AC in 2024) 
Tim Hollenberg-Duffey (serving 1st term with final AC in 2025) 
Standing Committee representatives 

  

https://www.brethren.org/ac/nominations/
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This summer this joyful refrain echoed through the woods this summer: 

Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, 
Gentleness, & Self-Control. 

As we talked about these fruits of the spirit, we enjoyed a “sweet” 
summer. This was the first year we were able to fully return to normal 
operation and it was thrilling to see camp come fully alive this year, while 
simultaneously reflecting on our 75th anniversary. This year our goals 
were summarized as GROWTH. Here are some of the exciting things 
that have grown and ripened this year, some things that are still growing, 
and some seeds that are still being planted. 

Administration: This is Jen Summy’s 3rd year at Camp Mardela. As she 
spends more time at camp, she is stepping into her prime at camp, as 
seen in the many improvements she has made to camp. Of course, none 
of this would be possible without the support of the dedicated staff, 
volunteers, board, and churches who have helped shape the culture and 
ministry of Camp Mardela since its inception. We welcomed Curtis 
Hartman back onto the Board as the Board Chair. Curtis has served in 
this role previously, and is a trusted leader at Camp Mardela. 

Camp Programs: This year, we were able to hold our Winter Retreat in 
their traditional format, with 40 campers coming Friday night and staying 
overnight through Sunday morning over 2 weekend programs, ranging 
from 1st-10th grade. It was great to have so many people enjoying camp 
during these slower, winter months. 

This summer, we offered some additional discounts and scholarships for 
campers. We had 53 campers utilize the Early Bird discount and 24 for 
the Bring a Friend discount. We were able to give about $3,200.00 in 
scholarship funds to 30 campers through the Church Pays Half discount 
from 3 churches - Denton, Ridgely, and Fairview. We were also able to 
give $3,000.00 in independent scholarships to 20 campers - largely 
through the Children’s Home Foundation, as well as other individual 
donors. As a result, we reached our camper goal for this year! We had 
120 total campers last year, and we wanted to increase our camper 
numbers by 25%, which we hit right on the nose this year! We ran 8 
camps this summer, and unfortunately, we had to cancel Me & You 
camp because of low registration. Despite that, we are still thrilled that 
we reached our goal, and we want to continue to grow our programs to 
see more campers benefit from Camp Mardela’s programs. 

We also held our annual Family Camp on Labor Day weekend, where we   
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invited people to celebrate the 75th anniversary of Camp Mardela with 
historical displays, previous Camp Administrators as guest speakers, 
traditional camp activities, and fellowship with camp friends. 

The Birding Retreat is a new program this year and is a joint effort with 
Camp Swatara. This event will be held October 20th-22nd. Participants 
will travel to several well-known birding locations on the Eastern Shore, 
as well as enjoy the accommodations of Camp Mardela in between. 
Registration for this event is still open for anyone who wants to join. 

Camp Projects: Our primary project this year has been Krabill Hall. We 
installed a new dishwasher donated by Greenhill. We replaced the floor 
in the dishwashing room, made plumbing improvements, and upgraded 
refrigeration units. With all of this accomplished, one big project remains 
- adding heat and air conditioning to Krabill Hall. Many people have been 
interested in using Krabill Hall in the winter months, but since it is not 
heated, we have to shut down the hall from December-March, severely 
limiting the events, programs, and rental groups we can host in this 
valuable space. We are fundraising to install ductless mini-split units that 
will heat AND cool this space, making it more usable throughout the 
year. Our total fundraising goal is $50,000 and we are just over 20% of 
that goal. We plan to start installing the units this winter. 

We’ve worked on several other big projects around camp - replacing the 
floating dock in the swimming pond, improving signage around camp, 
creating more benches around camp, and more! Our Thursday 
volunteers continue to come faithfully to help accomplish our project 
goals. 

Volunteers/Staff: This summer with more campers meant more 
volunteers! We had almost 100 volunteers come to help with our 
programs - almost as many volunteers as campers! We depend on these 
volunteers to be the primary leadership for our camp programs. While we 
are grateful for all the volunteers who were able to help, we continue to 
struggle finding volunteers who can stay for whole programs. Many 
volunteers were only able to help during the day, or only able to stay 
overnight and leave for work during the day. We are looking for ways to 
make leadership for these camps more consistent for campers, and 
more practical for the volunteers. We also have volunteers who help 
throughout the year with fundraisers, events, and with the Thursday 
volunteer group. This year we recognized Amy Hutchison and Jim Lohr 
as “Volunteers of the Year” at Camp Appreciation Day. 

This summer we had 8 seasonal staff. We struggled to retain staff in the   
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past several years, so it was wonderful to have 5 of those 8 be returning 
staff! Even with 8 staff, with the increase in campers, we still felt short 
staffed. We were able to offer a greater summer salary and improved 
training and staff management, and this helped with our staff’s overall 
summer experience. However, we still struggled to find all the staff we 
needed, and are hoping for greater recruitment and retention efforts next 
year. 

Rental Groups: We have 32 rental groups on the books for this year - a 
10% increase from 2022. This year, we had some great groups - 
including a wedding and another camp program called Camp Keith. 
There are only 9 weeks this year where we had no camp events or rental 
groups at camp, with most of those open weeks in the winter. We are 
glad that camp is being used and enjoyed by so many, and would like to 
continue to make camp available throughout the year - primarily by 
making Krabill a year-round use facility.  

Fundraisers: We’ve had several successful fundraisers this year. We 
raised about $14,000 at the Camp Auction, $2,100 at our Yard Sale/BBQ 
Chicken Sale, $400 through Restaurant fundraisers, and $1,000 through 
our Scrip gift card fundraiser. Our Camp Supper is projected to raise 
$7,000 and $2,000 at our Sights & Sounds of Christmas event. These 
fundraisers make up about 20% of our operating budget, and we are 
thankful for the support of these fundraisers. We just started a new 
fundraiser to help raise money for the heat and air conditioning in Krabill 
Hall. We’ve restarted our Brick Fundraiser. You can order a brick or 
make a donation online at www.campmardela.org/keeping-krabill-cool. 
The bricks ordered will be dedicated at next year’s Camp Appreciation 
Day at the Peace Pole garden. 

Supporters: We are still immensely grateful for the support we get from 
this district and the camp community. Individual and Church Donations 
towards Camp Mardela make up about 50% of our operating budget. It is 
primarily the generosity of this community that has sustained Camp 
Mardela for so long, and we would be remiss to not show our utmost 
gratitude towards all who generously give to make the ministry of camp 
possible. If you have ever donated towards our mission, I want to say a 
huge and heartfelt “thank you” for your contributions to Camp Mardela. 
Each and every person who helps camp, in whatever form that may be, 
makes a huge and lasting difference, and we could not do this without 
every single one of you.  

http://www.campmardela.org/keeping-krabill-cool
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How did covid impact Shepherd’s Spring: As with many others covid 
was a very challenging time with 100% of retreats and Global Village 
groups being cancelled for over a year. In 2020 we were projecting the 
strongest camp in many years. Instead, the entire camp season was 
cancelled. In 2021 we made the decision to proceed with camp but in a 
very modest manner. Our precautions worked as there were no cases of 
covid that developed as a result of the camp program. Thankfully due to 
the faithful support of many churches and individuals we were able to use 
the time to complete multiple projects that we had not been able to address 
previously. We also received several grants which made it possible to 
continue in operation as well as one loan, which we are now in the process 
of paying back.  
 
The Global Village opened in 2009. What is its current condition: The 
Village is in good condition with multiple upgrades having been made.  
Since the beginning of 2023: a concrete floor has been added to the Kenya 
house; the refugee house has been enclosed with tin; the steps leading 
from Guatemala to Appalachia have been completely replaced; The 
benches in the center area have all been restored and gravel has been 
spread through the entire circle once again making it useful for group 
meetings; Gravel has been placed in the areas of the pathways that tend 
to become muddy during storms; Stone fire pits have been added to the 
houses that were lacking them in the past and a large yurt has been 
purchased and will be placed along the sidewalk leading from the lodge to 
the village. An additional service that we have added has been to contract 
with a local exterminator company to maintain each of the village houses 
clear of bees, mice, snakes and spiders as this has been a concern of 
multiple youth visiting the program. It seems to be working fine. When the 
village was constructed it planned to have two yurts in the Tibet area. A 
yurt is a circular tent like structure that Tibetans and Mongolians live in.  
However, after one yurt was purchased and set up on the platform that 
was built for it we found that due to the lack of sunlight in the woods it did 
not get a chance to dry out completely and deteriorated quickly. Due to 
many requests from attending groups we replaced the yurt but are moving 
it out of the woods into the sunlight. In 2024 we hope to use the platform 
where the yurts were originally intended to set to construct a new 
Honduras house and thus increase the number of countries represented 
in the village.  
 
What is the status of the Global Village program itself following 
covid: In 2022 we saw numerous groups feeling safe to once again 
resume making field trips with their school groups and the program 
maintained a very full schedule as a result. This led to our submitting a  
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grant application to Washington County, where we are located, to seek 
funding for additional staffing. The grant was funded and an additional staff  
person (Aaron St. Phard) was hired. Beginning in the fall of 2023 we will 
begin working with fifth grade students in the GATE program in 
Washington County. GATE is a program operating in all of the elementary 
schools for Gifted and Talented youth who demonstrate a consistent ability 
to perform at an advanced level. The focus is on science, math and 
reading. Kaite Reed, the director of our Global Village has experience as 
an Associate Professor teaching science at the college level and has 
modified programs to specifically target these students.  
 
What is going on with the Retreats program:  We seem to have gone 
from one extreme (no one during covid) to the other. Beginning last year 
groups began venturing out and nervously scheduling retreats. Now that 
it appears covid has retreated groups are returning once again and filling 
our schedule.  
 
Are the numbers of youth attending camp continuing to decline: No. 
Beginning in 2009 we began to experience a decrease in the number of 
youth attending camp. For 12 years that decline continued. We have noted 
that in the past two years that trend has definitely reversed and is 
significantly climbing. This year the first week was near capacity and the 
second week was full with a waiting list. In addition to our classic camp we 
are beginning a Global Citizen camp that spends a week teaching science 
through fun activities and games. We are also adding an adventure camp 
for teens this year that takes campers off grounds to participate in some 
memorable adventures. We hope to see both of these new programs grow 
significantly in the years to come. We are also conducting a week of day 
camp for girls from Hagerstown who are participating in the summer 
program with Girls ’Inc. In 2021 50 girls participated followed by 80 in 2022. 
They are returning once again in 2023. We are also continuing and 
growing our Family and Grandparent’s Camp.  In 2021 we received full 
accreditation with the American Camping Association.  
 
Bruce T. Anderson 
Executive Director  
  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   58                                            Manassas 2023 
 

 
   



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   59                                            Manassas 2023 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS  



Mid-Atlantic District Conference                   60                                            Manassas 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please see the Sample Slate on Page 18 
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UPDATED MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

 
The Leadership Team has updated the Mid-Atlantic District Constitution 
and Bylaws. A printed copy of the updated document is provided to in-
person delegates and an electronic copy has been emailed to online 
delegates as a separate addendum to the conference booklet. The 
addendum shows the original document with the proposed changes 
clearly marked using the "Track Changes" feature in Microsoft Word. 
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Columbia United Christian Church 
 
Columbia United Christian Church (CUCC), after 52 years of worship, 
life, and work together, voted last fall to disband. The congregation was 
triply affiliated with the Church of the Brethren, the Disciples of Christ, 
and the United Church of Christ. Its regular place of worship was at The 
Meeting House, one of Columbia's interfaith centers, where it shared 
space with Baptist, Catholic, Jewish and other congregations.  The 
church's process of discernment, assisted by facilitators that included 
Paul Mundey from the Mid-Atlantic District, led to the decision to close.  
 

A final worship service and celebration of shared ministry was held on 
November 20, 2022. Cherished hymns and songs, stories, and scripture 
framed the service of celebration. Representatives from all three 
denominations were present, as were many past and current members 
of the church. During the service, members gave thanks for the ways 
elements in the space (such as the communion table, the Bible, the 
chairs and the hymnals) had been symbols of common faith and 
fellowship lived out together over the years. The following statement was 
read in unison: 
 

"We gather together, on our last official Sunday as the community of faith 
at Columbia United Christian Church, honoring our shared ministry and 
reaffirming our shared purpose-- to continue Jesus' work of love, to be 
peacemakers and justice seekers, to be bearers of healing and hope. 
Though we leave this building which has been a spiritual home for us 
and so many others, we carry with us holy inspiration and the wisdom of 
countless generations who have found myriad ways to honor and 
celebrate the sacred which surrounds and sustains us." 
 

Members of CUCC have made varied choices about faith communities -- 
some "migrating" together to a nondenominational church in Columbia, 
others doing other things. Much gratitude is due for the many ways in 
which CUCC served as the body of Christ in its community. We give 
thanks for the life of this congregation in our District, share in the 
sadness at its dissolution, and commend its members to the purpose 
they expressed in the closing service! 
 

This year's District Conference will be acting to formally disorganize the 
congregation by vote during the business session. 

Report by Kim McDowell, Interim District Executive Minister Team  
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July 2023 
Report to the 2023 Mid-Atlantic Conference 
 
Dear Friends in the Mid-Atlantic District, 
 
As ever, Bridgewater College remains committed to furthering the values of community we share 
with you—goodness, truth, beauty and harmony—and to empowering our students to lead lives of 
purpose and consequence.  
 
This summer we have begun a multi-year renovation of Bowman Hall, one of our central academic 
buildings. Home to seven undergraduate programs and three graduate programs, nearly every 
student at Bridgewater takes at least one class in Bowman. Every classroom, office space and 
teaching lab will be transformed into modern flexible spaces that facilitate collaborative work and 
engaged learning, while furthering the deep connections among Bridgewater faculty and students.  
 
The College announced a new undergraduate major in engineering in response to student interest, 
which will allow students to graduate with career-ready skills necessary for the fields of mechanical 
engineering, automation engineering and mechatronics. We also launched a varsity esports 
program, with competition to begin this fall.  
 
The Bridgewater Academic and Social Experience (BASE) program, which provides an extra layer 
of personalized assistance for students with autism spectrum disorder and others who may benefit 
from the support, completed its first year. Bridgewater has always emphasized developing and 
caring for the whole person, and this holistic program exemplifies that care.   
 
Retiring College Chaplain the Rev. Dr. Robbie Miller ’79 delivered our commencement address on 
April 29. We will greatly miss Robbie’s humble dedication and the spirit of service he exhibited 
throughout his 33-year career at the College. Our commitment to the care and well-being of 
Bridgewater students and to fostering spiritual life on campus has not changed with Robbie’s 
retirement. We have retained the campus Chaplain as a full-time position in Student Life, and I am 
pleased to share with you we have hired the Rev. Erin Burt as our next Chaplain. Erin joined the 
College on Wednesday, July 5, and we are confident her years of experience and education will 
serve her well in providing faith exploration and spiritual development experiences for our students. 
 
In 2022-23, 74 congregations and church groups contributed $34,974 to the College. The 41 
Church of the Brethren students enrolled in 2022-23 received $88,750 in Church of the Brethren 
scholarships and more than $1.3 million in College-funded financial aid. Seventeen Mid-Atlantic 
District congregations donated $7,388, and six of our students came from the Mid-Atlantic District, 
receiving College-funded aid of more than $210,000. Your support enables us to move forward, as 
we strengthen our academic programs, revitalize campus and celebrate our connections and 
accomplishments along the way.   
 

With best regards, 
David W. Bushman, Ph.D. 
 
 
 

 

402 East College Street | Bridgewater, VA 22812-1599 | bridgewater.edu 
Tel. 540-828-5605 | Fax. 540-828-5718 | president@bridgewater.edu 
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The written and pictorial Annual Report is posted on the  
Church of the Brethren website at 

https://www.brethren.org/about/annualreport/ 
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