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Daniel 10:19 (NRSV)

“Do not fear, greatly
beloved, you are safe.
Be strong and
courageous!”

District Conference Logo by Brianna Wenger

Friday Evening Worship 7:30 pm

Jeff Bach
Friday Worship Preacher and
Saturday Bible Study
Jeff Bach is director of the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies at
Elizabethtown College and teaches courses on the history of Anabaptist and
Pietist groups and communal societies in the Department of Religious Studies.
Before coming to the Young Center in 2007 he taught for thirteen years at
Bethany Theological Seminary in Richmond, Indiana. He earned a Ph.D. in
religion from Duke University in 1997, concentrating on the history of Christianity
and is an ordained minister in the Church of the Brethren. He has studied and
written on topics related to Radical Pietist groups in Europe and America,
including the Ephrata Cloister in Pennsylvania. He is the author of Voices of the
Turtledoves: The Sacred World of Ephrata (Penn State Press, 2003) and
collaborator with Michael Birkel for Genius of the Transcendent: Mystical Writings
of Jakob Boehme (Shambhala, 2010). He wrote a chapter on Jacob Boehme that
appears in the new book, Protestants and Mysticism in Reformation Europe,
published by Brill Press in March 2019.
Children’s time with Liz Haff of Westminster Church of the Brethren.
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ATTENTION PLEASE
There will be filming and photography in this general area today.
Your presence here constitutes your release, permission and consent to
be photographed and/or recorded on any media. Pictures and/or
recording of you may appear in future projects and your presence here
grants the right to use your likeness without any compensation
whatsoever in perpetuity.
Thank you for your cooperation.
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2019 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
Saturday, October 12, 2019
Hagerstown Church of the Brethren
7:00 am
7:30 am

Continental Breakfast
Registration
Exhibits – until 3:00 pm

Fellowship Hall
West Entrance
Altruistic Room

8:00 am
8:15 am
8:30 am

Gathering / Singing
Seating of Delegates/Greeting
Call to Order & Roll Call

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Sanctuary

8:45 am

Worship
Bible Study: Jeff Bach

Sanctuary

9:15 am

10:50 am
11:00 am

Business Session 1
Sanctuary
Presentation of Slate
Leadership Team Report
District Executive Minister’s Report
2019 Budget Presentation
Manager of District Operations Report
Reports: GraceWay
Standing Committee
Memorial Tribute to Beaver Dam
Sanctuary
Announcements / Prayer / Break
Sanctuary

11:15

Morning Workshops

Designated Areas

Noon

Lunch
Exhibits

Fellowship Hall
Altruistic Room

1:00 pm

Afternoon Workshops

Designated Areas

1:50 pm
2:00 pm

Gathering Hymns
Business Session 2
Approval of Budget
Reports: SVMC, Bridgewater,
COB Agencies
Camp Mardela,
Shepherd’s Spring,
Fahrney Keedy
Consecration of New Leadership

Sanctuary
Sanctuary

3:35 pm
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CONFERENCE PERSONNEL
Conference Officers
Sona Wenger
Moderator
Allen O’Hara
Moderator-Elect
Brenda Palsgrove
Clerk
On-site Coordinator
Chris Stockslager
Program and Arrangements Committee
Eddie Edmonds
Peter Haynes
Diane Giffin
Garrett Lowe
Sue Ellen Wheatley

Gene Hagenberger
Chris Stockslager
Jo Ann Landon

District Staff
District Executive Minister
Manager of District Operations
Administrative Assistant

Worship Speaker
Jeff Bach
Director, Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies,
Elizabethtown College
Worship Leader
Chris Stockslager
On-site Coordinator,
Manager of District Operations, Mid-Atlantic
Music
Greg Shook
Thank you to the staff and the many volunteers at Hagerstown
Church of the Brethren for their time and tremendous effort to
make their home church a welcoming and comfortable home for the
Mid-Atlantic District Conference.
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MORNING WORKSHOPS 11:15 am – Noon
Fahrney Keedy - Planning for Your Retirement: Our presentation will cover
services offered at Fahrney Keedy and insight on financial preparedness when
preparing for retirement.
Presenters: Steven Coetzee, President & CEO, and Becky Musser, Director,
Community Engagement, Fahrney Keedy Senior Living Community
Social Media Impact on Children and Adolescents: The presentation will
focus on helping members of the community understand what kinds of social
media young people are using, how the brain is impacted by use, understanding
the impact of the use on things like empathy, relationships and learning ways to
help young people take technology and social media breaks and understand how
to be good digital citizens.
Presenter: Susan Corley, Brook Lane
The Nuts and Bolts of Brethren Disaster Ministries: This presentation will
cover some of the history, challenges, policies and procedures of this "Faith in
Action" arm of the Church of the Brethren. Special emphasis will be placed on
current volunteer opportunities and on what the volunteer can expect during their
week on site.
Presenter: Dave Klein, Disaster Response Co-coordinator for Mid-Atlantic District
Putting the Pieces in Place for your Retirement: Does retirement seem like a
jigsaw puzzle? Are you trying to figure out if you have enough money to retire,
when you are going to retire, and is everything going to fall into place? This
session will explore some of the items that you need to consider for retirement
readiness.
Presenter: Scott Douglas, Director of Client Relations, Brethren Benefit Trust
M.A.D. Budget Workshop: In-depth review of the coming year’s budget prior to
the conference vote.
Presenter: Chris Stockslager, Manager of District Operations, Mid-Atlantic District
Church of the Brethren

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS 1:00 pm – 1:45 pm
Planning for Your Retirement: Please see the description above.
Social Media Impact on Children and Adolescents: Please see the
description above.
The Nuts and Bolts of Brethren Disaster Ministries: Please see the
description above.
Proven Strategies for Preventing and Managing Burnout: This presentation
will assist in identifying the causes and symptoms of burnout in congregational
and ministerial caregiving. Suggestions for managing congregational and
institutional dynamics as well as implementing proven self-care and selfmanagement strategies to prevent and manage burnout.
Presenter: Dr. Orville Browne, ThD, CPS, Director of Spiritual Care and
Education, Meritus Health Center, Hagerstown, MD
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EXHIBITS
Saturday 7:30 am – 3:00 pm

Friday from 4:00 pm

The Altruistic Room
(Lower level near the Fellowship Hall)

Bethany Theological Seminary
Brethren Disaster Ministries
Brethren Volunteer Service
Brethren Press
Bridgewater College
Brook Lane
Camp Mardela
Church of the Brethren
Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust
CORE
( Formerly District Church Extension and Evangelism Ministry Team )
Fahrney-Keedy Senior Living Community
Mid-Atlantic District Meat Canning
Senior High Ministry
Shepherd’s Spring Outdoor Ministry and Retreat Center
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center
Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies
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Mid-Atlantic District Conference Guidelines
For Exhibit Space and Literature Distribution
PURPOSE: District Conference exhibits are primarily for the purpose of
information and interpretation of District, denominational and related agencies.
While District Conference is a forum bringing together Brethren with a variety of
interest and opinions, it is not a public forum like the “public square” where
practically no limits on speech and activity are permitted. We come together as a
Christian communion – that part of Christ’s Body called “The Church of the
Brethren” – which calls for some discipline as to the kinds of activity and
information permitted. In academic and secular settings, constitutional rights and
the need for stimulation of clashing ideas will be protected. At District
Conference, we come as those already affirming that Christ is Lord, and we are
convened as the faithful people of God.
In light of traditional views about non-resistance, for example, it would be
inappropriate to extend exhibition space to the Army recruitment office or events
urging war or military action. Nor would it be appropriate to provide space and a
forum for persons promoting atheism or the banning of Bibles. Clearly, some
limitations for use of space are appropriate.
As the group charged with responsibility for planning and organizing District
Conference activities each year, the Program and Arrangements Committee is
faced with trying to establish appropriate limits. It has adopted the following
statement of policy as to limits:
All information and literature distributed by exhibitors
should be compatible with authorized District Conference
activities and in support of the unity of the body. District
Conference Program and Arrangements Committee
reserves the right to restrict the distribution of information
or literature which it judges threatens the unity of the
body.
In some cases, like the examples used above, there is such clear Church of the
Brethren statements or traditions that the correct decisions are easily made. In
other cases, the decisions are not as clear.
The following guidelines will be applied by the Program and Arrangements
Committee as it seeks to evaluate requests for space.
1.

Priority will be given to exhibits of District and denominational
programs and agencies which are directly connected to those
programs which support the ideals, purposes, and principles of the
Church of the Brethren.

2.

All printed material will be distributed to the delegates and to
others within the arena where business is being conducted only by
Conference appointed tellers and ushers and with the approval of
the Conference officers.
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3.

No person or group, other than District Conference Officers and
Ministry Teams and District Leadership Team is to distribute
literature or use space in the Conference facilities except by
authorization of the Program and Arrangements Committee.

4.

No person or group having authorization for space or distribution
of literature shall extend the use of that authorization to others or
use it for the distribution of literature of others without prior consent
of the Program and Arrangements Committee. Unauthorized use
of space may cause the forfeiture of the right of the authorized
user.

5.

Unless literature or other information is clearly similar to materials
or information traditionally distributed by Exhibitors at District
Conference, it must be cleared by Program and Arrangements
Committee.

6.

Program and Arrangements Committee may restrict or exclude
exhibitors or materials which:
• Conflict with Annual and District Conference statements;
• Appear to lobby for particular action on business pending at
District Conference (this is not intended to prevent the
distribution of information on the issues);
• Disrupts or threatens to disrupt the Bond of Peace, the Unity of
the Body, by personal criticisms, disparagement of others, or
lack of kindness to those with differing views;
• Goes beyond the scope of activities for which the particular
exhibitor or organization is authorized.

7.

Sales are limited by those groups meeting the above standards
and special approval from Program and Arrangements Committee
60 days prior to District Conference. Groups selling articles will
accept full responsibility for the security of the items and any
monies involved.

8.

Any objection to decisions of the Program and Arrangements
Committee can be appealed, in writing, to the District Leadership
Team. The decision of the Leadership Team is final.

Adopted by Program and Arrangements Committee
March 4, 1997
Affirmed by Program and Arrangements Committee
March 28, 2005
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Prior Conference Moderators
Harry M. Gardner
Earl M. Zigler
DeWitt L Miller
Paul W. Kinsel
Carl F. Smith
Glenn F. Timmons
C. Henry Hunsberger
Ralph L Detrick
Byron Berkey
Mary Smeltzer
Floyd R Mason
Edward K Ziegler
Louise D Bowman
J. David Eberly, Jr.
Paul L Groff
Wendell Flory
Sue Snyder
Wayne F Buckle
James S Flora
Carol Spangler
David Fouts
Paul D Steiner
Beverly W Kline
J. Paul Wampler
J. David Eberly, Jr.
Connie B. Davis

1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992

Mid-Atlantic District Conference

John Thompson
1993
Donna F. Steiner
1994
Mary Louise Dotterer 1995
Fred Wilhelm
1996
C. Henry Hunsberger 1997
Ann Eberly
1998
John Earl Hutchinson 1999
Scott Duffey
2000
Linda Barkdoll
2001
Ken Wenger
2002
Jim Benedict
2003
Charlotte Bear
2004
John Thompson
2005
Jeffrey Carter
2006
Gretchen Zience
2007
Dale Posthumus
2008
Michael Staubs
2009
Cinda Showalter
2010
James Lohr
2011
Kimberly McDowell 2012
Kathy Benedict
2013
Craig Stutzman
2014
Glenn McCrickard
2015
Lois Ann Glessner
2016
Brian Bachman
2017
Linda Lambert
2018
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Alphabet Soup / Glossary
As with any good-sized organization, the Church of the Brethren has defined
some acronyms we use to simplify the way we talk about ourselves. For those
new to our church, it can be a bit confusing. Below is a list of some of the
acronyms we use in our denomination, as well as some that are specific to the
Mid-Atlantic District.
ACRONYM
ORGANIZATION
AC
Annual Conference
ACC
Annual Conference Council
BBT
Brethren Benefit Trust
BDM
Brethren Disaster Ministries
BP
Brethren Press
BPF
Brethren Peace Fellowship
BSC
Brethren Service Center
BVS
Brethren Volunteer Service
CCMT
Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team
CETT
Continuing Education Task Team
COB
Church of the Brethren
CODE
Council of District Executives
CORE
Church Outreach, Renewal and Evangelism
EFSM
Education for Shared Ministry
EYN
Church of the Brethren in Nigeria
FPMT
Finance and Property Ministry Team
HPI
Heifer Project International
LCT
Leadership Calling Team
LT
Leadership Team
MAA
Mutual Aid Association
MITT
Ministry Interviewing Task Team
MRF
Ministry Report Form
NCP
New Community Project
NOAC
National Older Adult Conference
NYC
National Youth Conference
OSMT
Outreach and Service Ministry Team
OEP
On Earth Peace
OMA
Outdoor Ministries Association
PATT
Program and Arrangements Task Team
PJTT
Peace and Justice Task Team
RfM
Readiness for Ministry
SCLMT
Spirituality and Congregational Life Ministry Team
SS
Shepherd’s Spring, Inc.
SVMC
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center
TRIM
Training in Ministry
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Business Conduct
No one shall speak more than twice on the same question. The first speech shall
be limited to three minutes and the second to two minutes. This shall not include
the explanation of a report or a paper called for by the Moderator.
All appeals from the rulings of the Moderator shall be decided by the voting body.
Robert’s Rules of Order shall be the standard for any point not covered by
these rules.
Parliamentary Procedures in Brief
In order that the delegate body may participate readily in the parliamentary
aspects of the business sessions, the following summary of the more common
kinds of action may be helpful.
When you want to bring before the Conference for its consideration a particular
subject or item of business:
The proper motion is: MAIN MOTION – A main motion requires a second, is
debatable, is amendable, and requires a majority vote to pass (or two-thirds vote
if previously agreed on by Conference action.)
FORM: “I move that….” Or “I move the adoption (acceptance, approval) of this
report.”
When you want to modify or in some way appropriately dispose of a matter of
business, you may (motions listed in ascending order of precedence):
MOVE TO LAY ON THE TABLE, OR TAKE FROM THE TABLE
(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, simple majority to pass)
OBJECT: to lay aside business in such a manner that its consideration may be
renewed later.
FORM: “I move that this matter be laid on the table” or “I move to take from the
table….”
MOVE THE PREVIOUS QUESTION
(Requires a Second, is not debatable, is not amendable, two-thirds vote to pass)
OBJECT: to stop debate on the immediately pending question.
FORM: “I move the previous question.” Please note that merely calling “question”
from the floor is not the same as a motion for the previous question and does not
obligate the moderator take a vote.
MOVE TO POSTPONE TO A SET TIME
(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass)
OBJECT: unlike tabling, the business is considered at a later time without
needing to be “taken from the table.”
FORM: “I move that this matter be postponed to….”
Mid-Atlantic District Conference
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MOVE TO COMMIT, REFER, OR RECOMMIT
(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass)
OBJECT: to place the business in the hands of a few for later reporting to the
Conference (for major changes)
FORM: “I move that this matter be referred to a committee of …to be names by…
with instruction…”
MOVE TO AMEND
(Requires a Second, is debatable, is amendable, simple majority to pass)
FORM: “I move to amend the motion by striking out…..”
“I move to amend the motion by inserting…between…and…”
“I move to amend the motion by adding….after….”
“I move to amend the motion by striking out….and inserting….”
“I move to amend by striking out… and substituting this (read or state the
substitute.)”
When you want to take an action governing the conduct of business, you may
introduce:
PRIVILEGED AND INCIDENTAL MOTIONS
Although they are not related to the pending question, these motions take
precedence over the current business. These motions are not debatable.
MOVE TO ADJOURN OR RECESS
OBJECT: to dismiss a meeting or to provide for an intermission
FORM: “I move that we adjourn… (recess while…or until…)”
RAISE A QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE
OBJECT: to get the attention of the moderator at once, to ask a question, or to
attend to some matter that cannot wait.
FORM: “I rise to a question of privilege.”
RISE TO A POINT OF ORDER
OBJECT: to raise the question as to whether there has been a breach of order.
FORM: “I rise to a point of order.”

Mid-Atlantic District Conference
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DEDICATION OF DELEGATES
2019 Mid-Atlantic District Conference

Hagerstown, MD

Moderator:

Fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, why are we here?

Delegates:

To serve the Lord, our God. We have set aside this day for
the work of the church and to serve our God in this way.
As Moses said: “Dedicate yourselves today to the Lord…”.

Moderator:

As our Heavenly Father has called you to serve in this capacity
today, He will strengthen and guide you.

Delegates:

We will endeavor to listen for His guidance and wisdom,
and seek His counsel as we listen to reports and are called
to make decisions today. David reminds us in Psalm 23
that “He guides me in the paths of righteousness…”.
Psalm 23:3

Moderator:

As we are called to serve today, we do well to seek the
guidance and wisdom of our Father. In doing so, which is the
greatest commandment in the Law?

Delegates:

Jesus replied: “Love the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is
like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

Moderator:

We are reminded by the theme of this 2019 Conference that
we are not be afraid, we are to be courageous, and He will
provide strength. Please join with me in reading this scripture
together:

Delegates:

He said, “O man of high esteem, do not be afraid. Peace
be with you; take courage and be courageous!” Now as
soon as he spoke to me, I received strength and said,
“May my Lord speak, for you have strengthened me.”

Exodus 32:39

Matthew 22:36-39

Daniel 10:19
Unison Prayer:
Almighty God, you have called me to this place to do the work of
your Son, Jesus Christ. I am here to listen for your Spirit’s
guidance in doing the work that has called me to this place. I am
here to seek your wisdom and strength in this task and when
facing any challenges. I am here to dedicate the best of who I am
to share in this work with my brothers and sisters. I am here to
praise you for the many blessings and grace within our
communities. In the name of my Lord and savior, Jesus Christ,
Amen.
Mid-Atlantic District Conference
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SLATE AND NOMINEE INFORMATION
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SLATE / BALLOT
MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CONFERENCE
October 12, 2019

Hagerstown, MD
2020 SLATE

Candidates

Affirm
✔

Do Not
Affirm
✔

Moderator Elect:
Melissa Barnes (Bush Creek)
Leadership Team:
Gene Walbridge - Area 1 (Easton)
Howard Stevens - Area 2 (First Church)
Chris Johnikin - Area 7 (Beaver Creek)
Kenneth Cookus Jr. - Area 8 (Moler Ave.)
Leadership Team At- Large:
Gretchen Zience (Oakton)
Leadership Calling Team
Diane Moser - Area 6 (Grossnickle)
Standing Committee:
Kim McDowell (University Park)
Programs and Arrangements:
Edwin Edmonds (Retired)
Diane Giffin (Welty)
Conference Clerk:
Brenda Palsgrove (Union Bridge)

Mid-Atlantic District Conference
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Geographic Areas for District Representation

Area

Member Congregations

1

Bethany, Community of Joy, Denton, Easton, Fairview,
Greenhill, Ridgely

2

Columbia United Christian, GraceWay, First Baltimore,
Friendship, Long Green Valley, Reisterstown, Woodberry

3

Arlington, Flower Hill, University Park, Washington City

4

Dranesville, Hollywood, Manassas, Midland, Nokesville, Oakton,
Woodbridge

5

Beaver Dam, Edgewood, Glade Valley, Meadow Branch,
Piney Creek, Pipe Creek, Sam’s Creek, Union Bridge,
Westminster

6

Bush Creek, Frederick, Grossnickle, Harmony, Locust Grove,
Monocacy, Myersville, Pleasant View, Thurmont

7

Beaver Creek, Broadfording, Brownsville, Downsville,
Hagerstown, Longmeadow, Manor, Sharpsburg, Welty

8

Allensville, Fellowship, Johnsontown, Moler Avenue,
Mountain View, Pleasant Ridge, Stone Bridge, Welsh Run

TOTAL NUMBER OF CHURCHES IN THE
MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT = 60

Mid-Atlantic District Conference
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Melissa Barnes
SLATE POSITION: Moderator-Elect
CONGREGATION: Bush Creek Church of the Brethren, Monrovia, MD
VOCATION: Co-Pastor
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Delegate to multiple Annual Conferences
Present:
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Delegate to multiple District Conferences; counselor at Woodbrook
and Shepherd’s Spring; member of Shepherd’s Spring Program
Committee
Present: Chair, Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Co-Pastor of Bush Creek Church of the Brethren
Past: Deacon, Church Board, Chair of Nurture Commission, adult
Sunday School teacher, choir, chair of pastoral search committee
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body present and past:
Participated in founding Mason-Dixon Credo (retreat ministry for those
struggling with hurts, habits and hang-ups or impacted by someone
else's struggles); past board member and board chair; served on multiple
retreat teams. Also serve with Walk to Emmaus / Seven Mile Walk with
Jesus retreat ministries.
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
I have always enjoyed teaching, especially when we have engaged in
what I call “where the rubber meets the road” conversations – how do I
apply this scripture truth to my life?
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
That the Church and all of her parts would be a welcoming and safe
place for all, while speaking scriptural truth in love and leading each one
to know Jesus as Savior and Lord, and encouraging all to allow the Holy
Spirit to change us and mold us into the persons our Father created us to
be.
Mid-Atlantic District Conference
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Gene Walbridge
SLATE POSITION: Leadership Team Area 1
CONGREGATION: Easton Church of the Brethren, Easton, MD
VOCATION: Building Contractor Retired
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past:
Present:
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: District Conference Parliamentarian
Present: Finance and Property, Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Leadership Team Chair
Past: Leadership Team Chair, Adult Sunday School Teacher, Building
Committee Chair
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body present and past:
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
My vision for the church is one where all expressions of gender are
recognized as blessed by God. In so doing, the church will embrace the
worth of each individual thereby granting each full acceptance as a child
of God into the life and mission of the church.

Mid-Atlantic District Conference

21

Hagerstown 2019

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Howard Stevens
SLATE POSITION: Leadership Team Area 2
CONGREGATION: First Church of the Brethren, Baltimore, MD
VOCATION: Retired as Program Specialist from Dept of Juvenile
Services
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: None
Present: None
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: None
Present: Member of Outreach and Service Ministry Team
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Board Chairperson
Past: Served as chairperson for Steward Commission and Witness
Commission
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body Present and Past:
Many years working for various Community Based programs.
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
To live each day as Jesus wants us to live, being a servant for my
Brother.
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
My vision for the church is to develop more positive programs for our
community.
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Chris Johnikin
SLATE POSITION: Leadership Team Area 7
CONGREGATION: Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren
Hagerstown, MD
VOCATION: Water/Wastewater operator
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES:
Past: n/a
Present: n/a
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES:
Past: Present: n/a
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES:
Present: Witness Commission, 2016 Annual & District Conference
Delegate
Past: (Previous congregation) Board Chair, Young Adult Sunday School
Teacher, Member of Willing Workers, District Conference Delegate
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body Present and Past:
I along with others are active in growing food for our local food bank on
behalf of our congregation.
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
Outreach Programs
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
To not look back at where we have been but to look forward at where we
can go!

Mid-Atlantic District Conference
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Kenneth (Kenny) E. Cookus Jr.
SLATE POSITION: Leadership Team, Area 8
CONGREGATION: Moler Avenue Church of the Brethren
Martinsburg, WV
VOCATION: Plant Manager, mining/ mineral processing company
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: N/A

Present: N/A

DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: N/A

Present: N/A

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Deacon and Chairman of the Board of Directors
Past: Sunday school teacher and youth group leader
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body present and past:
I’m an active volunteer for most of our congregational activities including
our Brethren Angels Soup Kitchen as well as our USDA food distribution
for those in need. I also serve as the “back up” worship/ singing leader.
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
“For the glory of God and my neighbors’ good”. Service to others. Other
specific ministries are varied/ diversified because they change in our
lives daily… I have faith that God guides my steps and places me where
he sees fit for his glory and my neighbors’ good at any given moment.
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
Unity through compassion and nurturing. I believe the apostle Paul said
it best: We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the
weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us should please our
neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For even Christ did not
please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you
have fallen on me.”[a] 4 For everything that was written in the past was
written to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in the
Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have
hope.5 May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you
the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6 so
that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ. ROMANS 15: 1-6 NIV
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Gretchen Zience
Slate/Position: Leadership Team, At-Large
CONGREGATION: Oakton Church of the Brethren, Vienna, VA
VOCATION: Proposal Director
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Twice served as Delegate, Annual Conference
Present: None
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Leadership Team (chair for 3 years), Delegate, District Conference
delegate (2003, 2004), District Moderator (2007), Member
Leadership Calling Team (2006, 2007), Member Planning and
Arrangements Committee (2006, chair 2007)
Present: Member Communications Ministry Team, current member
Leadership Team
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Treasurer, Deacon, worship leader, member church board,
member Finance Committee, member Personnel Nominations
Committee
Past: Sunday School teacher, member Christian Education committee,
member Action/Reflection committee, Board Chair, member
Search Committee
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body Present and Past:
Past volunteer with Meals on Wheels, past Girl Scout leader for 5 years,
parent organizer for three annual high school Senior Class Ethics Days
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
Helped to form a Women’s Support Group at our church.
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
My vision for our church is that we seek to create and foster a safe and
caring haven for our family of faith and visitors, regardless of the many
areas that society uses to divide us. Further, I am concerned that we
work intentionally to invite our young people into the ongoing ministry of
the church and help them to feel they are a vital and valued part of our
church family.
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Diane Moser
SLATE POSITION: Area 6 member of the Leadership Calling Team.
CONGREGATION: Grossnickle Church

of the

Brethren, Myersville, MD

VOCATION: IT Sales
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Delegate to Annual Conference in 2018
Present: None
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Delegate to District Conference for 4 years
Present: Delegate to District Conference in October 2019
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Member of Outreach Committee, VBS teacher/helper, participated in
disaster response team work for 3 years, Sunday School teacher
Present: Member of Music and Worship Committee, Member of church nursery
staff,
OTHER ACTIVITIES I grew up in the Grossnickle COB and then moved away for
about 25 years. During that time, I attended a United Methodist church where I
was active in VBS, teaching Sunday School and a member of the Education
Committee. In 2008, I moved back to my childhood home and resumed my
membership at Gross Nickle COB. I have also served as a Board member and
volunteer at Shepherd’s Spring Outdoor Ministry Center that provides summer
camps for regional COB children.
My ancestors were some of the early members of the Church of the Brethren
who migrated to Maryland from Europe in the 1700s. As I have tasted other
religions, I feel that the core teachings of Alexander Mack are buried in my soul.
I like the fact that we are simple people and don’t need extravagant buildings,
ceremonies, or lists of rules to follow. In other words, we live Simply, Peacefully
and Humbly together.
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES Disaster work camps, Vacation Bible School and
Growing Hope Globally have been my primary interests. However, I am very
willing to expand my involvement in the COB ministries.
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH: As I mentioned, I went to the Annual
Conference in 2018 and there was much discussion about what the COB vision
should be. I truly believe that we continue to stick with our roots and live by the
Jesus’s teachings in the New Testament. He not only accepted all types of
outcasts and undesirable people, but he shared God’s love for them for all to
see. This requires commitment, acceptance, perseverance, patience and great
dedication. I would hope that our church rises to the challenge by showing the
world that loving others includes all races, nationalities, religions, sexual
orientations, mental conditions, criminals, and other undesirables.
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BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
NAME: Kim McDowell
SLATE POSITION: Standing Committee
CONGREGATION: University Park Church of the Brethren
Hyattsville, MD
VOCATION: Pastor
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Annual Conference Program & Arrangements Committee, NOAC
worship leader, Annual Conference youth co-coordinator, NYC
workshop presenter, Annual Conference insight session leader,
Juniata College church trustee
Present: Annual Conference Standing Committee
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Moderator (Leadership Calling Team, Program & Arrangements
Committee,) Assessment Task Team, DE search committees,
Ministry Interviewing Team, Shalom Team, Camp director
Present: Calling & Credentialing Team
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Pastor
Past: Pastor, youth staff, interim pastor, church board
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body present and past:
New Community Project board member
National Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund board member
University Park Community Solar member
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
Peacemaking and justice-building
Creation care
Worship & spiritual growth
Intercultural ministries
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
To be a joyful community known as those who reflect the way of Jesus,
engaged in our local and global neighborhoods, open to change and
grounded in the wisdom of scripture.
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NAME: Eddie H. Edmonds
SLATE POSITION: Program and Arrangements Committee
CONGREGATION: Moler Avenue Cob (Retired)
VOCATION: Ordained (Retired)
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES:
Past:

Annual Conference News Team,
Editor AC Journal,
Chair, Mission and Ministry Board,
Chair, Association of Brethren Caregivers board,
NYC Staff,
NOAC Staff
Present: NOAC Staff,
NYC Staff
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES:
Past:

District Sr. Youth Coordinator
Chair, Continuing Education Committee
Ethics Assessment Team
Program and Arrangements Committee
Present: Ethics Assessment Team
Program and Arrangements Committee
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES:
Present: NONE
Past: Pastor
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body present and past:
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
Continue the Work of Jesus
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NAME: Diane Giffin
SLATE POSITION: Program and Arrangements Committee
CONGREGATION: Welty Church of the Brethren
Smithsburg, MD
VOCATION: Accounts Payable for global manufacturer of access
equipment
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: none
Present: none
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: none
Present: none
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Church clerk, church secretary
Past:
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body present and past:
Fahrney Keedy Auxiliary Vice President 2009 - 2018
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
On a local level, be active and present with the community and
surrounding areas.
On a national and international level, be present, be active, be mindful,
be renewed, and be inspired by present and new ideas and traditions.
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NAME: Brenda Palsgrove
SLATE POSITION: Clerk
CONGREGATION: Union Bridge Church of the Brethren
Union Bridge, MD
VOCATION: Retired from McDaniel College where I was an
Administrative Assistant for Academic Affairs.
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Past: Served in Brethren Volunteer Service in the Virlina District
Present: N/A
DISTRICT RESPONSIBILITIES
Past:
Present: Serve on the MAD Auction Committee as secretary and CoCoordinator of the quilt auction.
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES
Present: Pastoral Relations Committee
Past:
OTHER ACTIVITIES related to church or community that would be of
interest to the delegate body present and past:
Serve as treasurer for the Pipe Creek Cemetery; volunteer at the
Brethren Service Center; quilt with the Union Bridge Nimble Thimbles.
SPECIFIC MINISTRIES or areas of ministry within the life of the church
of interest to you:
YOUR VISION FOR THE CHURCH:
To continue the work of Jesus by showing compassion and caring for all
humanity and living simply so others may simply live.
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District Executive Minister’s Report
Chris Stockslager
The best thing that’s happened this past year for me as district
executive minister and for the district is the January 15 hiring of Chris
Stockslager as Manager of District Operations; currently on a half-time
basis. Besides feeling like I have a supportive colleague to help in
sharing the work and shouldering the load, Chris has already brought
substantive value to the district. From helping to support a district
pastors day, to plans for another in the fall, to beginning to assist with
search committees, work on agreements, helping to navigate and
negotiate health insurance for pastors, and in consultation with
treasurers, Chris has contributed to our being able to do more for
congregations, church leaders, and pastors. Chris’ knowledge of the
nuances of church and clergy tax law contributes to keeping churches
and ministers compliant with ever more complex IRS regulations, and to
pastors being able to benefit from the few advantages to which they are
entitled. Chris’ presence has also enabled the district, for the first time in
my tenure, to contribute substantial resourcing and support to the
ministries of Fahrney-Keedy and Shepherd’s Spring.
Strategic Planning
August 1 marked my tenth anniversary as Mid-Atlantic district
executive minister, and a thoughtful recognition of that milestone by
district leadership team at our August 3 meeting was much appreciated.
A number of factors make this an important time for the district to do
strategic planning: congregations becoming smaller, with more moving
from full time to less than full time pastoral leadership, contingent
declining resources, potential denominational/district withdrawals and
realignments, and the reality that I am significantly closer to the end of
my tenure than the beginning. Strategic planning is defined as “an
organizational management activity used to set priorities, focus energy
and resources, strengthen operations, ensure that staff and other
stakeholders are working toward common goals, establish agreement
around intended outcomes/results, and assess and adjust the
organization’s direction in response to a changing environment. It is a
disciplined effort that produces fundamental decisions and actions that
shape and guide what an organization is, who it serves, what it does,
and why it does it, with a focus on the future. Effective strategic planning
articulates not only where an organization is going and the actions
needed to make progress, but also how it will know if it is successful.”
To this end, the district has engaged the Rev. Dr. Randy Yoder, whose
focus is organizational leadership and renewal, to lead us in a strategic
planning process over the next couple of years, beginning with Randy’s
meeting with the district leadership team at our next scheduled
November 9 meeting. I see strategic planning for the future as one of
the most important focuses of the last season of my tenure.
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District Executive Minister’s Report continued
Potential Denominational/District Withdrawals and Realignments
A secret meeting was held in Chambersburg on July 27 attended
by fifty persons from twelve districts, with at least one Mid-Atlantic
participant, for the purpose of having an exploratory meeting to “evaluate
concerns about the direction of the Church of the Brethren and how to
respond.” For the record, neither myself, nor Bill Waugh, the So. PA
district executive in whose district the meeting was held, were notified
that the meeting was taking place. The stated concerns were: 1.) The
need to provide a haven for congregations who are making the decision
to leave, but want to retain their Brethren values, and do not want to be
independent; 2.) The failure of the denomination to stand strong on
Biblical Authority; and 3.) The recent compelling vision process that
completely skirted around the homosexual issue and will likely do little, if
anything, to bring closure to this major point of division.” The participants
voted forty-eight to one to “explore the process to separate from the
denomination.” A temporary executive committee of six persons was
named as well as several sub-committees, charged to initially research
all aspects of separation. I write this in anticipation of Council of District
Executives videocoms scheduled for September 16 and October 9 to talk
and consider response to this “ABC,” “Association of Brethren
Congregations” movement.
This movement is very troubling to me. I am troubled by the
secrecy of it. I have a very different perspective on the concerns that
were cited. I note that denominational polity has not changed, and in
Mid-Atlantic district our denominational polity is and will be upheld and
annual conference decisions and statements followed until such time, if
ever, that they are changed by annual conference actions. Furthermore,
I believe that disunity and separation are every bit as egregious a sin as
any other, and a wound to the heart of Christ who prayed “that they may
all be one … so that the world may believe that you have sent me” (Jn
17:21). I would echo the hope Chris expresses in his report that MidAtlantic can be an example and inspiration to the wider Church of the
Brethren of how people who are certainly across the spectrum on Biblical
interpretation, but all sincerely committed to following Jesus, can live and
labor together for the glory of God and our neighbor’s good, and show
the world the transformative power of Jesus Christ to mend division and
make peace.
GraceWay
Mid-Atlantic’s Dundalk-GraceWay restart, launched in February
2017, is recognized as the most truly multicultural congregation in the
Church of the Brethren – something the denomination has long wanted
and worked for, and something to celebrate! Denominational staff
person Stan Dueck has been facilitating a 360 evaluation, a review of
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District Executive Minister’s Report continued
which is scheduled for September 17. While there is much to celebrate
about the progress of the restart over these past two-and-a-half years,
including the vision and commitment of restart pastor Brother Yakubu
Bakfwash, the unflagging support of district appointed congregational
moderator Paul Mundey, and the support of congregations, individuals,
district and staff, the biggest concern at this point is that the congregation
progress to being self-supporting. We are still a ways away from that,
and one purpose of the evaluation is to help congregation and district
bridge that gap. I will say that from the beginning the intention has been
to restart a self-sustaining congregation within three to four years, not to
create an indefinite mission project. Consultations have revealed that an
essential asset in church planting is a partner congregation, or
congregations. A handful of congregations feeling a call and making a
commitment to become “partner congregations” with GraceWay over the
next two or three years, making GraceWay a mission project through a
financial commitment and offering regular presence and prayers could
make the difference in whether this plant firmly roots, or withers away. I
believe God’s Providence has given us this opportunity, and I pray we
will not let it slip away.
Placements
Pastoral placements since those announced at last year’s district
conference have been Doug Diamond at Broadfording; Amy Bell at
Meadow Branch; Becky Henry part-time at Thurmont; Brad Graybill parttime Director of Church Ministries at Sharpsburg; Matt Rittle at Arlington;
Robert Miller part-time at Moler Ave.; Tim and Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey
at Oakton; Richard Wehrle at Midland; and Scott and Britnee Linton at
Union Bridge. I am thankful for these, and all the gifted and committed
ministers who serve in Mid-Atlantic district. From my perspective, it’s an
incredibly difficult vocation that comes with a heavy cost to them, and
their families. Those whom we have called to be our pastors deserve
and need our good will, our support, our cooperation, our
encouragement, and our prayers.
In Conclusion
I want to express my thanks to my staff colleagues, with a
special thank you to Jo Ann Landon, who always goes above and
beyond, to district leadership team chairperson Melvin Cheshire and the
members of the district leadership team, and to the members of MidAtlantic district for your partnership and support, understanding, and
prayers. I am looking forward hopefully to what God will do in and
through us in the year ahead.
Respectfully submitted,
Gene Hagenberger
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Manager of District Operations Report
District Conference October 11 & 12, 2019
I want to begin by expressing my thanks and appreciation to our
Leadership Team for allowing me the opportunity to serve as Manager of
District Operations. It is truly a blessing to serve the Church and MidAtlantic District in this capacity. When I was in high school, I had
seriously considered the ministry as a career. My thoughts were to
attend either Bridgewater College or Eastern Mennonite University and
then go onto my post graduate work at Bethany Seminary. However, I
found that my gifts were more congruent with the business and
administration side of the Church. Over the past 20 plus years I have
served in many lay positions that have utilized my experiences as an
accountant and manager in the business sector. My hope is to share
those experiences with more District Churches and the Denomination.
I was hired as the MDO on January 15, 2019, working 25 hours per
week. The next day, Gene and I began discussing how to use this
position to conquer the many demands on the District Executive Minister.
Knowing that these demands are many, he asked me to read the Church
of the Brethren’s Ministerial and Congregational Ethics Paper, and to
begin reviewing the Manual of Polity. The review of these documents
would help me develop a strong awareness of pastoral ethics. Gene
also began coaching me on the particulars of pastoral contracts and
negotiations, leading a search committee through the pastoral search
process, and introducing me to the administrative workings of the office.
Our short-term goal was to address the numerous pastoral openings that
were quickly becoming overwhelming, and to begin establishing the
District as a partner that can provide resources beyond pastoral
placement.
Specifically, I have had the opportunity to work with three search
committees, write numerous pastoral contracts, and offer help on specific
pastoral income tax benefits and implications. By taking on this work,
the support offered by the District is becoming more efficient and
effective.
In addition to partnering with the District Churches, I felt it important, as
Manager of Operations, to be engaged with our other District
organizations; Fahrney-Keedy Senior Living Community, Camp Mardela
and Shepherd’s Spring. I currently hold board positions with FahrneyKeedy and Shepherd’s Spring. I have also conversed with Gieta Gresh
on how the District can be of help to Camp Mardela. Our focus is to
reestablish communications within the District to create a stronger sense
of community. We are in a time of uncertainty.
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Manager of District Operations Report Continued
There are churches in districts to our north and south that have left, or
are threatening to leave, the denomination. My hope is that we can
come closer together, begin strategically evaluating our District and its
ministries, and become an example to the Denomination of how we
should live and continue the work of Jesus as one body.
I am very thankful to be in this position and looking forward to my
continual work with Gene. We are both very excited about the future
operations of the District. Again, our hope is that we improve upon
communication by reestablishing a sense of community among the 60
Churches, both of our outdoor ministry centers and Fahrney-Keedy.
Blessings,
Christopher R. Stockslager, Manager of District Operations
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District Leadership Team Report
District Conference 2018 was presented with a proposal from the
Leadership Team for an additional part-time staff position, Manager of
District Operations. The delegate body approved the position for a 3year trial period. The position was advertised in December 2018 and
Chris Stockslager was hired at the beginning of 2019. The additional
help has been of immense value and there is much appreciation to Chris
for accepting this position and for the energy he brings.
Pastor Yakubu Bakfwash at GraceWay Church of the Brethren
continues to bring boundless energy and gifts for ministry which is an
inspiration to all of us. A new coffeehouse ministry has just begun and
has been well received. The physical structure at GraceWay has many
needed repairs and continues to be a cause of concern.
In April, the Leadership Team met with David Rogers, Interim
Executive Director at Shepherd’s Spring Outdoor Ministry Center, and
Gieta Gresh, Administrator at Camp Mardela. It was a good
conversation about the changing nature of outdoor ministries. While
there are many joys to celebrate, there are also many challenges.
In August, the Leadership Team took time to recognize Gene
Hagenberger’s 10th anniversary as Mid-Atlantic District’s Executive
Minister. The Leadership Team shared stories of Gene’s ministry,
service, and relationships from the past decade. Gene’s steady
leadership in often turbulent times has fostered a spirit of peace and
harmony in the District. We are better for the model Gene presents of
Jesus’s ministry.
It is a joy to be a part of the Leadership Team and attendance at
our meetings speaks to the members’ dedication to service. Many items
that need follow-up attention are addressed in a timely manner by the
members. Our District professional staff works above and beyond
expectations. Many thanks to all for furthering God’s work in the MidAtlantic District.

Melvin E. Cheshire,
Mid-Atlantic District Leadership Team Chair
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Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team Report
CCMT is responsible for assistance to the church both in listening for
God’s call to ministerial leadership and in credentialing and overseeing
those called to ministry. We work with the District Executive Minister,
office staff, and District task teams to make recommendations about
education, licensing and ordination, and to promote accountability of
ministerial leaders.
This year, the Mid-Atlantic District has 17 licensed ministers and 13
people who are in the discernment process that may lead to licensing.
We’ve celebrated 3 ordinations in the past year.
CCMT has been giving attention in recent months to consistency and
best practices in educational preparation for ministry. We want to
maintain high standards for leaders without sacrificing the flexibility of
varying paths toward ordination. We’ve consulted with Jeff Carter,
president of Bethany Seminary, and will be meeting with our
Susquehanna Valley Ministry Satellite representative this fall to continue
these discussions.
Identifying those with the faith and skills to be pastors is work for the
whole church. We depend on each other to call leaders who will serve
God and all of us. CCMT is considering ways to encourage this process,
discussing a possible “Cultivating Call” workshop in the future. But all of
us – individuals and congregations – are responsible for calling.
Whom has your congregation called to ministry?
How have you worked to recognize and develop leadership for
ministry?
Our District enjoys the strength of a diverse and capable pool of pastors
and other leaders who represent a range of theologies, educational
backgrounds, and experience. In credentialing ministers, we celebrate
both our deep common commitment to Christ and our breadth of
expression of that commitment.
In the Mid-Atlantic District, some of the ways we work to discern &
confirm ministerial vocation, and to hold each other accountable to the
call include a variety of steps:
* Anyone exploring licensing creates a discernment cohort to talk,
study, and pray
* Before approval for either licensing or ordination, the Ministry
Interviewing Task Team conducts an interview and makes
recommendations
* Licensed ministers are assigned mentors, and meet yearly for a
renewal interview
*Continuing ed and ethics training opportunities for all ministers are
planned and carried out by the Continuing Education Task Team
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Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team Report Continued
*Ordained ministers submit materials to be reviewed every five years
that document ongoing education
*The Assessment and Ethics Teams stand ready to be called upon in
cases of alleged pastoral misconduct that need ethical review.
CCMT itself is deeply grateful for the service of those on each of the task
teams, for the guidance of the District Executive, Gene Hagenberger,
and for the assistance of the District Administrative Assistant, Jo Ann
Landon.
Members of CCMT: Kim McDowell, chair, Rolland Kiracofe, Jan Flora,
Tim Hollenberg-Duffey, Gene Walbridge, Melvin Cheshire (Leadership
Team liaison), Gene Hagenberger (DEM)
In order to accomplish the many functions assigned to the CCMT, task
teams have been formed from volunteers representing various
congregations. If you have an interest in serving the District in any of
these areas, please contact a member of the CCMT or call the District
Office. Listed below are the task teams and their responsibilities, and a
brief report from each.
MINISTRY INTERVIEWING TASK TEAM (MITT):
Every congregation and every member of the Church of the Brethren has
the responsibility to foster and encourage qualified persons to serve in
the ministry of the church. These persons should be identified to the
District and invited to pursue licensing to the ministry.
MITT interviews candidates for licensing and ordination, and then makes
recommendations to the CCMT. Once a candidate's license is approved
by the CCMT, an ordained minister will be asked to serve as mentor to
the licensed minister. All licenses are issued for one year with a review
by MITT and CCMT the first Sunday of November to determine whether
a license should be renewed.
The following persons have been approved for licensing in the past year:
Dawn Weller – Pipe Creek
Dylan Rinehart – Pipe Creek
The following persons have been approved for ordination:
Charlotte Bear – Nokesville
Jennifer Hosler – Washington City
Nathan Hosler – Washington City
Denny Rhoe - Johnsontown
Karen Miller - Hagerstown
Members of MITT are: Charlotte Bear, Donna Ritchey Martin, Howard
Miller, Greg Shook, Walt Wiltschek, Rolland Kiracofe (CCMT Liaison),
Gene Hagenberger, DEM
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Calling and Credentialing Ministry Team Report Continued
CONTINUING EDUCATION TASK TEAM (CETT):
CETT provides in-service training opportunities for ministers, such as
Conference on Ministry, Pre-District Conference Clergy Seminar, and
other one-day seminars. CETT provides grants for sabbaticals and other
growth experiences.
All pastoral leaders (by action of Annual Conference) are expected to
engage in at least one elective study annually, earning at least one CEU
(continuing education unit—equal to ten contact hours of work with an
accredited institution.) It is essential that all pastors participate in
planned activities for the purpose of professional, spiritual, and personal
growth.
Members of CETT: Charlotte Bear, Tim Ritchey Martin, Tim HollenbergDuffey (CCMT Liaison) Gene Hagenberger (Staff)
ASSESSMENT TASK TEAM:
In cases of allegations of ethical misconduct on the part of those in setapart leadership, this team determines whether there is at least
reasonable cause to believe that misconduct has occurred. The team
investigates complaints and takes recommendations to the Ethics Task
Team.
Members of this team: Edwin Edmonds, Paul Mundey, Ed Poling, Gene
Walbridge, Gene Hagenberger, Staff
ETHICS TASK TEAM:
This team receives formal complaints of ethical misconduct from the
Assessment Task Team, conducts hearings and makes decisions about
the disposition of cases.
Members of this team: Chris Bowman, Linda Lambert, Darlene Myers,
Gene Hagenberger, Staff
SUSQUEHANNA VALLEY MINISTRY CENTER BOARD (SVMC):
The Mid-Atlantic District is a participating member of the SVMC and
holds two seats on its board. The SVMC provides courses and other
educational opportunities for aspiring and current ministers.
MAD Representative: Tim Ritchey Martin, Angela Finet
If you feel a sense of call to ministry, please talk with a congregational
pastor or leader, or with our District Executive Minister. We celebrate the
credentialing of those who have been licensed or ordained this year and
invite each congregation to prayerfully consider ways to identify and call
new leaders out for ministry!
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2019 Church Outreach, Renewal, and Evangelism (C.O.R.E.) Report
The Church Outreach, Renewal, and Evangelism Team continues to
explore ways to increase Mid-Atlantic District capacity for church
planting, evangelism, and church renewal. From October 2018 to August
2019, CORE met bi-monthly and continues to meet virtually, utilizing the
Mid-Atlantic District’s voice conference line and Zoom video
conferencing technologies. Much of CORE’s work over the past year
has focused on supporting the restart at Dundalk, Graceway Church of
the Brethren and reviewing applications and awarding Outreach MiniGrants for congregations within our district. CORE met at the District
Office on August 17, 2019 to continue working on strategy for outreach,
renewal, and evangelism within the Mid-Atlantic District over the
upcoming year.
Community Outreach Mini-Grants:
CORE received four applications and granted Community Outreach MiniGrants to the following churches during the past year: Washington City
Church of the Brethren, Broadfording Church of the Brethren, Arlington
Church of the Brethren, Meadow Branch Church of the Brethren, and
Thurmont Church of the Brethren. We have also received a fifth
application which will be reviewed in August. We encourage
congregations to consider small ways that they can plan outreach,
evangelism, or renewal events in their communities. Mini-Grant funds
can assist in seeding these efforts. Applications can be submitted online
(Mini-Grant Application), will be reviewed on a rolling basis, and
dispersed until the funds are exhausted. Grants will generally range from
$50 to $500. However, if there is a specific need for $1000, CORE will
consider that request. We are excited to see what the Lord is doing!
Update on GraceWay COB
Rev. Yakubu and Diana Bakfwash continue their work at GraceWay
COB in Dundalk and the congregation has been growing due to their
faithful work. As of June 2019, their Sunday morning worship services
have included people from at least 14 different countries, including South
Sudan, Rwanda, DR Congo, Nigeria, and Ethiopia. Ministry to recent
immigrants and refugees is a core part of the GraceWay ministry as
Yakubu and Diana seek to build a multiethnic church. CORE continues
to find ways to support Yakubu and Diana through personal
relationships, prayer, and networking with denominational resources.
Various congregations throughout the district continue to make donations
to the Mid-Atlantic District Church Extension Fund to support GraceWay
and other outreach ministries. On September 28th, we supported a
Bittersweet Band concert event at Easton COB where Yakubu was able
to share his ministry and connect with folks around the district. Offerings
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2019 Church Outreach, Renewal, and Evangelism (C.O.R.E.) Report
Continued
from this event were also donated to the Mid-Atlantic District Church
Extension Fund. In addition to financial support, the Westminster COB
Men’s Group has volunteered to complete some church repairs and
updates to the GraceWay building. We thank all those who have
supported GraceWay in a variety of ways.
There have been some challenges for GraceWay and the Bakfwash
family over the past year including continued immigration issues for their
family, maintenance issues on the church building, and the need for
leadership skills and financial resources for this cross cultural ministry
which is located in a less affluent area. We continue to covet your
prayers and support for Yakubu & Diana and this important district
outreach ministry.

Respectfully submitted,
Audrey Hollenberg-Duffey, Co-Chair, Oakton COB
Amy Bell, Co-Chair, Meadow Branch COB, Leadership Team
Representative
Paul Mundey, Graceway COB
Tom Richard, Friendship COB
John Shafer, Recorder, Oakton COB
Doug Wantz, Dranesville COB
Ellen Wile, Easton COB
Gene Hagenberger, District Executive
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Communications Ministry Team (CMT)
October 2018–August 2019
The goals of the CMT are to develop ways to connect all the MAD
churches, to promote MAD events, and to improve communications
among our churches. In 2018/2019, the team focused their attention on
the following areas:
MAD Website—In 2019, we continued to find better ways to coordinate
updates for parts of the website. We have created a page specifically for
District Conference in the EVENTS tab to include the schedule,
workshop information, and registration forms. Please note the District’s
PayPal account which gives folks the ability to donate to the District via
the site’s DONATE button. You can make contributions to the District
through your personal PayPal account, debit card, or credit card. But be
aware that PayPal takes a 2.2% fee out of every donation, so it’s still
better to write a check directly to the District. Dennis Rosas and Brenda
Palsgrove help us keep the site current with calendar events and
pastoral changes.
MAD Brochure – We have begun the work of updating the MAD
brochure sharing, “What the District Has Done for You Lately.” We are
very excited about this resource that will give congregations a better idea
of the work of the District staff and volunteers. With currently four paid
staff members and a myriad of volunteers - from those on the
Leadership Team to those who work with the Habitat House, the District
Disaster Auction, Meat Canning or District Conference - doing the
“business” of the District involves hundreds of hands and hearts and we
hope this resource will inform and encourage participation.
Electronic Media – As a companion piece to the MAD brochure, “What
the District Has Done for You Lately” mentioned above, we are very
excited to also be working on a PowerPoint presentation which will be
available on DVD’s and Flash Drives.
CMT Membership—The members of the team are Debbie Miller
(Arlington), Dennis Rosas (Long Green Valley), Regina Holmes
(Midland), Gene Hagenberger (District office), and Gretchen Zience
(Oakton).
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Finance and Property Ministry Team Report
Finishing the fiscal year with a surplus is great, breaking even is good,
and a deficit of $2,775 is not bad. That is where the District ended in
2018, kind of. The income from the sale of Good Shepherd makes the
financial statements difficult to compare to years past. Congregations did
well in keeping with pledges and we appreciate your faithfulness. Please
continue to pledge and if possible get your 2020 pledge to the district
office before Christmas.
The Good Shepherd sale funds are challenging the District stewardship.
The Greater Grace Church (which bought Good Shepherd) is faithfully
making payments in their loan. F&P is exploring many possibilities for the
use of these funds. Including but not limited to Core Grants, endowments
or investments, Church Extension / Evangelism, Continuing Education,
GraceWay support and district operations.
Mixed feelings surround the transferring of the Beaver Dam Church of
the Brethren. It is very sad to see the property and church no longer
serve a congregation but a joy to know the property will forever provide
care for the use of and care of the cemetery. The property has been
absorbed with the Beaver Dam Old German Baptist Brethren to form the
non-profit known as Beaver Dam Cemetery. The upkeep of the grounds,
care for the meetinghouse and operation of the cemetery will be provided
through the non-profit. A special thanks is extended to all those who
made this transaction possible.
Team Members
Aubrey Bowman
Everett Fisher
Martina Lane
Gene Walbridge
Gretchen Zience
Steve Lowe, chair
Chris Stockslager, MDO
Barb Watt, Treasurer

Mid-Atlantic District Conference

44

Hagerstown 2019

Outreach and Service 2019
Disaster Response Coordination
Co-coordinators for Brethren Disaster Ministry responses provide the link
between BDM folks and the people doing response work form MAD. If
you or your church are able to go to a job site call or email Jeff McKee or
Dave Klein for open dates:
Dave Klein 240-205-9714, dualimages3d@yahoo.com
Jeff McKee 443-547-5958 Jamckee25@msn.com
Dave Klein organizes the BDM table at the disaster auction and at
conference. He is presenting a workshop at this year’s Conference:
The Nuts and Bolts of Brethren Disaster Ministries: covering the
history, challenges, policies and procedures of this "Faith in Action" arm
of the Church of the Brethren. Special emphasis will be placed on current
volunteer opportunities and on what the volunteer can expect during their
week on site.
In addition to serving as District Disaster Response Co-coordinator, Jeff
McKee is chair of the Disaster Auction Task Team.
Meat Canning
There were seven canning days in 2019 for this joint project of the MidAtlantic and Southern PA Districts, April 22 – 25 and April 29 – May 1.
During that time a total of 226 volunteers (74 from Mid-Atlantic District)
canned 46,480 pounds of chicken (25,060 cans) Mid-Atlantic’s
contribution to the canning effort was $19,600.00.
When production is complete, the cases are divided equally to each
District and an area of need. Brethren Disaster Ministries and BSC
Material Resources give tremendous support to this effort. They provide
guidance on where needs are greatest, provide shipping, transport the
chicken from the canning facility, store the cases and facilitate
congregational pick-ups at the warehouse.
This year, because of prohibitive shipping costs and distribution issues
overseas, chicken will be stored at the warehouse and distributed
domestically where the greatest needs arise. A portion of the canned
chicken remained at the canning facility, Christian Aid Ministries. They
will provide guidance for distribution of that portion.
Cases of chicken are available to District churches for pick up at no
charge for use in church or community food pantries, or a community
need.
Your church can contact the District office to schedule a pick-up. A
24 hour notice is requested.
Meat Canning Task Team: Ira Albaugh, Lou Gloyd, Billy Horton, Brenda
Thomasson, Jo Ann Landon, Staff
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Outreach and Service 2019 continued
Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee Report
for 2019
The 39th Annual Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction was
held at the Carroll County Agricultural Center in Westminster, MD on
Saturday, May 4, 2019. Thanks to the tremendous support of the many
volunteers who made and donated sale items, advertised in the booklet,
worked at the auction and served on the committee; the quilters who
quilted and donated the beautiful quilts, comforters, wall hangings and
other pieces; and the many donors and purchasers, we had another
successful year raising funds for disaster response in 2019.
* The Auction raised $49,387.59 of which $18,660 was from quilts.
* The Auction Booklet raised $19,775; and after expenses of $7,273.54,
net proceeds were $12,501.46.
* The Auction Committee held its 19th annual benefit dinner on April 6,
2019 at the Bush Creek Church of the Brethren. A total of $4,846
($3,226 from dinner and $1,620 from baked goods auction) was raised
and 113 people attended.
* After expenses, $60,000 was donated to Brethren Disaster Ministries
for disaster response.
The committee is always in need of volunteers and would welcome new
members to work on advanced planning for the auction. We also need
help the day of the auction to set up, clean up, and help move auction
items.
Thanks to everyone who helped make our 39th annual Auction a
success. Your contributions made a difference!
Please mark your calendars for next year’s events:
MADDRA Benefit Dinner – 6:00 pm on April 4, 2020 at Bush Creek COB
MADDR Auction – 7:00 am to 3:00 pm on May 2, 2020 at the Carroll
County Agricultural Center, Westminster, MD
Peace and Blessings,
Jeff McKee
Chairperson,
Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Response Auction Committee
Outreach and Service Ministry Team Members: Dave Klein, Janey
Lambert, Ron Rudy, Howard Stevens, Glenn Young
Marcia Sowles – Leadership Team Liaison
Billy Horton – Meat Canning Task Team Liaison
Jeff McKee - Disaster Response Liaison
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Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team (SCLMT)
The role of this team is to provide resources and personnel to promote
spiritual growth as well as fellowship for all ages.
The Compelling Vision Process (CVP) has been an ongoing focus
throughout our denomination. This team served as liaison with the CVP
Team, to plan and facilitate regional meetings within our District.
Meetings were held at Manassas CoB, Frederick CoB, Easton CoB, and
Pleasant Ridge CoB, as well as a meeting for residents at Fahrney
Keedy Senior Living Community. The support provided by each of these
locations was phenomenal!
In a survey conducted in 2018, the interest level on three main topics
were as follows: Deacon Training 65%, Day of Worship & Prayer 95%,
and Seminars on Spiritual Topics 79%. Based on this response, the
Team provided a Day of Worship & Prayer on June 1 at Frederick CoB.
We hope to make this an annual event, to be held the first Saturday in
June. A service is already being planned for June 6, 2020, at Manassas
CoB, and we are pondering possibilities for the Eastern Shore in 2021.
The service on June 1 was an inspiring, uplifting time of worship and
prayer. Many thanks to the musicians, preachers and onsite support
folks!
Mid-Atlantic District (MAD) Jr. High Youth Ministry
Junior High Youth gathered at District Conference in 2018 in Manassas.
Activities included carving pumpkins based on the conference theme.
This year, we have had a shift in district Junior High leadership. Jan
Fischer-Bachman is stepping down after serving as an advisor for 10
years! We give thanks to Jan for her years of service. Missy Gallihugh
of Oakton Church of the Brethren is our new advisor for the district.
Junior High youth also participated in National Junior High Conference at
Elizabethtown College. Rev. Mandy North of Manassas Church of the
Brethren served on the national planning committee. All junior high
youth are invited to participate in District Conference events and
activities geared towards their age. Please contact Rev. Mandy North for
more details at mandy.north@manassasbrethren.org.
MAD Sr. High Youth Ministry
The M.A.D. Sr. High events held since District Conference 2018 were:
Fall Harvest Party on November 16-17, 2018 at Nokesville CoB;
Christmas Lock-in on Dec 14-15, 2018, at Frederick CoB; Winter Retreat
on January 25-27, 2019, at Camp Hashawha, Westminster, MD, with
leadership by Sophie Cornell; snow tubing at Whitetail Ski Resort on
February 17, 2019; and Beach Retreat on Sept 6-8, 2019, at Cape
Henlopen State Park, DE. Some of our youth attended Roundtable, held
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Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team (SCLMT) Continued
at Bridgewater College on March 1-3, 2019, as well as CoB Sr. High
workcamps, and camp at Camp Mardela or Shepherd’s Spring during the
summer.
The Youth Cabinet is a group of students who plan, coordinate and lead
the events. The Cabinet year corresponds to the school year (August –
July), so we would like to recognize all of those that have served during
the 2018-19 or 2019-20 term: Leah Eberly (Manassas), Erin Eilers (Long
Green Valley), Eric Finet (Nokesville), Elise Gage (Manassas), Zac
Holmes (Midland), Darcy Malatt (Mountain View), Ashlee McGuffin
(Brownsville) and Ian Ratliff (Midland). The advisors for the Cabinet are
Mike Kenney and Jan Walker.
We hope to see many of our congregations represented at the events
this year. Watch for more information about future events in the
newsletter/mailings from the District Office and on the MAD Youth
Facebook page.
Blessings on your journey! Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry
Team:
Melissa Barnes (chair), Rich Doney, Karen Grossnickle, Linda Lambert,
Britnee Linton, Stewart Lentz Jr (LT Liaison), Mandy North (Jr. High
Adviser), Jan Walker (Sr. High Adviser), Gene Hagenberger (DEM)
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2018 Standing Committee Report
The 233rd recorded Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren
took place July 3-7 in Greensboro, North Carolina. The Standing
Committee, comprised of 36 delegates from 24 Districts, met from June
30- July 3 in preparation. We, Craig Stutzman and Kim McDowell, are
the two current delegates from our District. Assisted by Conference
moderator Donita Keister, Moderator-elect Paul Mundey, and Secretary
James Beckwith, Standing Committee did a number of things:
*sang, prayed, and shared updates from our Districts, many of
which reported both vital ministries and also church closings, and several
of which described theological tensions that have led to the withdrawal of
some congregations, with others possible
*declined to add two items of business to its agenda (both of
which were to re-open discussions held previously, the first about a
proposal to form a new district in Michigan, the second about On Earth
Peace)
*considered revisions to documents guiding its work, and
adopted a proposal that Standing Committee require of itself a 2/3 vote
before recommending any response to a business item for the full
delegate body (with several options for moving forward if SC is unable to
achieve the 2/3 vote)
*adopted revisions to the appeals process, including adding a
phrase specifying that an appeal may be made to Standing Committee
based not only on whether the process and reasoning by which a district
or denominational entity made a decision was consistent with Annual
Conference polity, but also on whether they were “fair,” and approving a
second year of study to address further issues in the appeals process
*heard reports from the four Annual Conference agencies
(Mission and Ministry Board, On Earth Peace, Bethany Seminary, and
Brethren Benefit Trust) and met with District Executives
* entered into a “test run” of the Compelling Vision process which
the full conference used in the days following
Kim chaired the Annual Conference Nominating Committee this past
year. We are aware of the importance of seeking nominations for
leadership positions from the whole church, and hope that our District will
not neglect this task!
Our prayers for the wider church and its staff are needed and vital, as
they are for Paul Mundey, one of our own district leaders who is serving
as moderator this year. Thank you for holding all of these in God’s light!
Kim McDowell
Craig Stutzman
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Compelling Vision Process 2019 District Conference Report
In Proverbs 29:18 we are reminded that “Where there is no vision, the
people perish, but they that keepeth the law, happy are they” (KJV). In
The Message, Eugene Peterson paraphrases it this way: “If people can’t
see what God is doing, they stumble all over themselves; but when they
attend to what he reveals, they are most blessed.”
It is unsettling to provide leadership for and to engage in a process when
there is no preconceived outcome. It requires faith. Brothers and sisters,
this has been a journey of faith as we have sought to open ourselves to
God’s call and vision. The Compelling Vision Process was not intended
or designed to “test”, directly or indirectly, the desire of the body to
maintain, change, or establish any particular official position/statement of
the Annual Conference. Rather, the intent was to change the focus and
tone of our internal discourse as we turned our attention toward God's
Spirit moving among us, seeking to identify that which unites us and
discern that which God is calling us to be and do as the body of Christ in
these times. Throughout, our work has been shaped by the guiding
statement drafted by the Compelling Vision Working Group and affirmed
by the Compelling Vision Process Team at the beginning of the process:
Confessing Jesus Christ as Teacher, Redeemer, and Lord, we
desire to serve Him by proclaiming, professing, and walking in
His way together bringing His peace to our broken world. Join us
in reclaiming a new passion for Christ and helping set a course
for our future as the Church of the Brethren serving Him in our
communities and in the world!
Despite faithful engagement in the process by people across the
denomination, we know there remain barriers and obstacles to full and
widespread embrace and embodiment of the vision yet to be articulated.
In an effort to gain a better understanding of these concerns, we asked a
question at Annual Conference which allowed each participant to give
voice to that which they perceived as barriers or obstacles to their
embrace and embodiment of the final vision. The responses gleaned
from that question will be shared with the Leadership Team, which will
decide how best to respond to these concerns.
That said, we understand firsthand the underlying tension that results
from different perspectives. As a team, we are a diverse body, bringing
differing cultural, geographic, theological and experiential perspectives to
our work together. Just as some discovered around their tables at district
conversations and/or Annual Conference, we have had to work hard at
building and maintaining relationships and learning to communicate with
one another in our discernment about how best to guide this process and
theme your responses at each stage of the process.
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Compelling Vision Process 2019 District Conference Report cont.
Some have asked if we will be taking the questions we asked at Annual
Conference to other constituency groups to broaden the input. The
process was launched with conversations at the 2018 Annual
Conference. We then took the conversations into the districts to widen
the reach through a series of 73 conversation events across the country
(a report on these conversations can be found on the Compelling Vision
webpage at www.brethren.org/compellingvision). The conversation then
returned to Annual Conference in 2019 to deepen the conversation
around some of what we heard in the district conversations. In addition to
inviting the delegates to engage in these conversations, non- delegates
were given an opportunity to register in advance to sit around tables and
engage in the conversation as well. Trusting that the body gathered at
Annual Conference was representative of the wider body, we are not
planning to take the questions posed at Annual Conference to other
constituencies. That said, we did take four of the questions asked at
Annual Conference to the youth gathered there because we knew they
had different scheduled activities and would not be participating in the
conversations taking place during the business sessions. We
appreciated their enthusiastic engagement around the questions and
their insightful wisdom.
While we know that the experience varied from table to table and those
at some tables did not have a positive experience, we have also heard
numerous anecdotal accounts of the ways in which relationships were
transformed, trust was built, unity was discovered in the midst of
diversity, and hope was renewed. These stories affirmed the
conversational nature of the process and the use of the iPad technology
provided by CoVision, which allowed for everyone’s voice to be heard—
not just the voices of a few standing in line at microphones—and gave us
the opportunity to share an immediate snapshot of the themes emerging
in the conversations.
As the process unfolded at Annual Conference, some expressed
curiosity about or skepticism of the questions we chose to ask. So, we
offer this small window into our thought process in choosing these
questions.
• Thursday morning we asked questions that helped us begin
to dream about the future, to affirm where God is already at
work among us, and to help us think about our identity
through the lens of our practices and passions.
• Friday morning we moved into questions designed to help us
think more deeply about what it means to be Christ’s
community and how we can find ways to live well with each
other.
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Compelling Vision Process 2019 District Conference Report cont.
•

•

Friday afternoon we invited participants to take a closer look
at some of our historical core convictions which had been
affirmed in the District conversations—like discipleship
formation, peace, and service. The intent was to help us
better understand these convictions and how we are called to
put them into practice in these times.
On Saturday morning we moved to questions designed to
inspire big dreams about the future of our calling and work
together as God’s people, as well as to help us start to
envision what those big ideas could look like in practical and
specific terms.

For those who are interested, a full list of the questions asked at Annual
Conference can be found on the Compelling Vision webpage
(www.brethren.org/compellingvision).
Many participants were inspired by the conversation around two
particular questions:
• Describe a Christ-centered ministry you have observed in
another Church of the Brethren congregation or in the wider
body in the last year that made you more hopeful about our
future.
• What is the next big idea to address one or more of these
needs?
Recognizing that creativity breeds creativity and energy feeds energy,
the complete list of responses to each of those questions has been
posted on our webpage.
So, where do we go from here? In the coming weeks, we will be
analyzing the data more comprehensively. Not only will the Compelling
Vision Process Team and Compelling Vision Working Group be working
together to do an internal analysis of the data, but we have contracted
with Auxano Consulting to do an external and objective analysis of the
data. Once the analysis has been completed, we will write and
disseminate a report on the conversations that took place here at Annual
Conference. In addition, Auxano will continue to consult with us as we
take the gleanings from that analysis and begin to articulate the vision,
which will be brought back to Annual Conference next summer for
affirmation by the body. The combined Compelling Vision Working Group
and Process Team is scheduled to meet September 23-26 to finalize a
report on the Annual Conference Data and begin to articulate the vision
emerging from the conversations.
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Compelling Vision Process 2019 District Conference Report cont.
During the last fifteen months, we have felt the prayerful support and
encouragement of so many undergirding our work. We hope you will
continue to hold the team and the unfolding process in your prayers.
At the outset we stated that it was our fervent prayer that as a result of
this journey:
• relationships with one another would be deepened,
transcending points of disagreement and more fully reflecting
Christ’s body;
• we would be able to celebrate the ongoing activity of God’s
Spirit at work among us;
• we would be open to what God is calling us to do together as
Christ’s disciples;
• the vision ultimately articulated would be compelling—not as
an external obligation, but because it lays claim to our hearts,
our imaginations, and our spirits, shaping our identity and
inspiring our ministry at all levels of the church;
• and we would wholeheartedly embrace a way forward,
centered in Jesus, affirming contextual creativity as we boldly
seek to embody that vision, for the Glory of God and our
neighbors’ good.
This continues to be our prayer. We hope those who have participated in
the process have already experienced a taste of this and that all will join
us in this prayer as the process continues to unfold.
Submitted by Paul Mundey
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In these disaster and crisis filled years, Paul’s letter to the Galatians has given us
strength and reminded us to “not become weary in doing good”. Brethren Disaster
Ministries (BDM) and Children’s Disaster Services (CDS) were focused on relief
and recovery from the major hurricanes of 2016 and 2017, when Hurricanes
Florence and Michael, wildfires and new waves of violence severely stretched
program staff, volunteers and program resources. The rapid growth of the Camp
Fire in northern California burned most of the town of Paradise, including the
Paradise COB, resulting in a response by CDS as well as joint programming with
the Pacific Southwest district.
The BDM rebuilding network was repairing and rebuilding homes damaged by
Hurricane Matthew (2016), when Hurricane Florence hit the same areas of North
and South Carolina in September 2018. After a brief closure during the storm, BDM
volunteer teams expanded the project to help clean up and muck out re-flooded
homes. One homeowner shared, “I am a resident and I give you all my heartfelt
thanks. Thank you for not giving up on twice flooded Nichols, S.C.”
The rebuilding of homes in Puerto Rico (Hurricane Maria), in partnership with the
Puerto Rico district, started in September with volunteers based at the Castañer
Iglesia de Los Hermanos (Castañer COB). The rebuilding project is serving the
three mountain churches and will also rebuild homes on the northern coast of PR
in 2019. This program is building on earlier relief work included the distribution of
supplies, food and tools and the creation of a recovery committee by the PR
district. The materials used to repair the homes are being supplied by a FEMA
program called Voluntary Agencies Leading and Organizing Repair (VALOR) and
COB Emergency Disaster Funds.
Rebuilding volunteers also worked in Eureka, Mo., through March 2018, providing
recovery from floods in 2015 and 2017. The total from all rebuild projects in 2018
shows that more than 80 families received repair or rebuilding support in North and
South Carolina, Puerto Rico, and Missouri, as well as in short-term responses in
the U.S. Virgin Islands (USVI). This work was extended by the Disaster Recovery
Support Initiative (DRSI), a BDM partnership with other denominations that worked
in St. Thomas, USVI, through August 2018. This effort provided training, technical
assistance and support to the St. Thomas Recovery Team as it developed its longterm hurricane recovery program.
Children’s Disaster Services volunteers responded with enthusiasm and
compassion to care for affected children in diverse and challenging disasters
ranging from Hawaii’s earthquake and volcano eruption, to the shooting at a
synagogue in Pittsburg, Pa., the Camp Fire in California and the devastation of
Hurricanes Florence (North Carolina) and Michael (Florida). CDS also provided
specialized care for refugee children in McAllen, Texas after they were released
by immigration authorities. In total, volunteers cared for 6,799 children in 11
different responses. Lisa Crouch was named the new CDS associate director in
August, after Kathy Fry-Miller’s retirement.
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The Nigeria Crisis Response remains the largest BDM international response in
2018, and in BDM history. Working in partnership with Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a
Nigeria (EYN) and the European organization Mission 21, BDM is helping lead and
support a major response that also involves four other nonprofit partners. This
extensive program includes four camps for Internally Displaced Persons, food
distributions, medical assistance, seeds and fertilizer for self-reliance, new drinking
water wells, education assistance for orphan children, livelihood training centers
for widows and orphans, trauma workshops, training of one-on-one counselors, a
peace conference with Christians and Muslims, home repairs for the most
vulnerable and continued development of a long-term soybean program for
farmers. This relief occurs amidst the continued killing of farmers, kidnappings,
food shortages and malnutrition. Even with these challenges, EYN has planted
many new churches where families have been relocated.
Other 2018 international responses include Hurricane Matthew recovery in Haiti,
with the Haitian COB completing the construction of 10 new homes in a small
remote community outside Les Cayes. BDM is supporting a smaller response to
an October 5.9 magnitude earthquake that struck far northwest Haiti, damaging
Brethren homes and a Brethren school. Another sister church response was
support for recovery from spring flooding in the Democratic Republic of Congo.
Grants to Church World Service (CWS) supported Venezuelans fleeing the
humanitarian crisis; a relief and recovery program in Indonesia after an earthquake
and tsunami; and survivors of flooding in Kenya. A shipment of canned meat and
supplies and a grant supported flood recovery work in southern Honduras through
partner Proyecto Aldea Global. A grant of $40,000 provided psycho-social support
for Syrian refugee children in church-based educational programs through partner
Lebanese Society for Education and Social Development.
The total 2018 program expenditures were $730,022 for U.S. responses, including
the Rebuild Program and CDS; $548,662 for the Nigeria Crisis Response; and
$237,297 for all other international responses.
This ministry is only possible because the whole church is working together.
Individual members and supporters, volunteers, churches and districts are part of
the body of Christ coming together to pray, serve, give hope and help families heal.
Through all this we pray more people come to God and know God’s amazing love.
Thank you for your support. You are part of the body bearing witness to God’s love
for all who are lost and need Christ.

Roy Winter, Associate Executive Director
On behalf of BDM staff – Sherry Chastain, Lisa Crouch, Jenn Dorsch-Messler,
Sharon Franzén and Terry Goodger
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Camp Mardela Report 2019
Camp Mardela was blessed with another good year in Denton, Md., with
181 campers taking part in summer camp, many rental groups using the
facilities through the year, and a variety of special events, including a
celebration of the sesquicentennial of the first Brethren’s arrival on the
Eastern Shore as part of Camp Appreciation Day in May. It’s often said
that outdoor ministry thrives best with good partnerships, but what does
that look like in practice?
Seven signs that your camp has developed strong relationships
with its community:
1. Camp Mardela volunteers: The volunteers at Camp Mardela
come in all shapes and sizes. The group of volunteers who
assemble each Thursday take care of all the maintenance and
mowing and are the master minds behind long-range projects.
This year a new roof was put on the craft house and shop, and
the Krabill Hall project was completed. Krabill now has a drop
ceiling, new ceiling fans, and upgraded lighting.
2. Church of the Brethren congregations: The congregations are
the lifeblood of all operations at Camp Mardela. Church
allocations (totaling $22,000 so far this year) directly help to fund
the operational budget of the camp. This is a great blessing to all
areas of the program and to general operations.
3. Outdoor Ministry Association (OMA): This year Camp
Mardela received a grant from OMA to put hand dryers in the
bath house. Environmentally friendly dryers were purchased and
then installed by the camp volunteers. The dryers reduce the
amount of paper goods that are used and reduce the amount of
trash generated by the bath house.
4. The Chesapeake Bay Restoration Fund (BRF): The
Environmental Health Department in Caroline County manages
the BRF grant to upgrade onsite sewage disposal systems
(septic systems) with the Best Available Technology for nitrogen
removal. The goal of the program is to reduce nutrients from
getting into the Chesapeake Bay. Camp Mardela has applied for
four new septic systems, and two of them will be installed by the
end of 2019. The remaining two are scheduled to be installed in
2020.
5. Counselor-In-Training program (C.I.T.): Our C.I.T. program is
designed to offer young people an opportunity to prepare for
positions as camp counselors and to become strong leaders.
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Camp Mardela Report 2019 continued
Emphasis is placed upon developing leadership skills, working
with children, and program skills. C.I.T.’s learn about all areas
and operations of Camp Mardela. In addition to shadowing a
counselor and junior counselor in the cabin, a C.I.T. may also
work in the camp kitchen, help with maintenance, or work in the
camp office. C.I.T.’s are an awesome resource and blessing to
the summer camp program. Young persons from local
congregations as well as those from the local community serve
as C.I.T.’s—10 of them this year.
6

Caroline County YMCA: In the spring of 2019 the local YMCA
contacted us about partnering to operate a day camp at Camp
Mardela. Due to limited time, this project did not get off the
ground in 2019; however, we are currently working on this plan
for 2020. The day camp will be held at the pavilion area. We will
share resources such as lifeguards and create income for both
organizations.

7

Maryland Department of Natural Resources (DNR): We are
currently preparing multiple grants with the assistance of the
DNR. Grant submission will be at the end of April 2020. These
grants will provide funds to restore the waterfront area at Watts
Creek, which has experienced erosion. In addition to that
restoration project, multiple grants are under way that also will
assist with reducing the erosion occurring in the main camping
area.

And thank you to all of YOU who are partners with our camping program!
As Helen Keller once said, “Alone, we can do so little; together, we can
do so much.” And it’s true. Many congregations, organizations,
individuals, and the whole surrounding community make camp possible,
and this year has been a shining example of why we really do need
each other. You are making the mission of Camp Mardela possible.
Gieta Gresh, Administrator
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Fall 2019
Warm Greetings To The Sisters and Brothers of the District Conferences,
It is a joy to sense our partnership, together, in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ!
We live in a season of great need for 'another way of living' in Jesus. Sin, both
personal and systemic, ravages human life, resulting in division and despair. Thus,
it’s easy to give up. Yet, as recent Annual Conference themes remind us, we are
called to carry the light -- risk hope – be living parables – proclaim Christ, reclaim
passion -- nevertheless.
As we anticipate our 2020 Annual Conference, we envision “God’s Adventurous
Future,’ claiming that outcome as our conference theme. For God, in Christ, moves
us forward through our despondency towards a future marked by redemption,
healing, and vision. Thus, John’s outlook in Revelation is clear and confident:
“I saw Heaven and earth new-created…I heard a voice thunder… “Look!
Look! God has moved into the neighborhood… He'll wipe every tear from
their eyes…Look! I’m making everything new. Write it all down—each
word dependable and accurate.” (Revelation 21:1-5, The Message)
New Creation. Dependable. Accurate. That's our future, in Christ Jesus.
Today, we live in the tension between the already and the not yet. Thus, division
and despair rattle and threaten. But we live with eager expectation -- nevertheless
-- for God in Christ advances a future of promising reality, making everything new.
As we affirm a Compelling Vision for the Church of the Brethren at the 2020 Annual
Conference, it’s crucial that we focus on God’s New Creation promise in Jesus, for
wallowing in division and despair has no future. Only as we adventure with Christ,
stretching toward Christ’s promise of redemption, healing, and vision, do we
flourish, knowing God’s abundant life.
So, join me July 1-5, 2020 in Grand Rapids for the 234 th recorded Annual
Conference, eager and expectant of “God’s Adventurous Future”!
In Christ,

Paul Mundey
2020 Moderator, Church of the Brethren
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