Continuing Education
Opportunities
for the
Mid-Atlantic District

New Ventures in Christian Discipleship season to begin September 28

The Ventures in Christian Discipleship program at McPherson (Kan.) College is moving into its eighth year of providing useful,
affordable education to small church congregations. The first two online courses of the year will focus on Creation Care. All classes
are donation-based and continuing education credit is available for $10 per course.
On September 28 at 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. CST, Kirk MacGregor will present the course “God’s Relation to the Natural World and Creation Care.” Many philosophers and theologians view God’s relation to the natural world as parallel to the relation between our souls
and our bodies. This course will examine this notion and explore its implications for creation care. Putting this notion in conversation with Jesus’ parable of the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25:31-46), this course will argue that what we do, positively or negatively, to the natural world, we do to Jesus himself.
Dr. Kirk MacGregor is Assistant Professor of Philosophy and Religion and Department Chair at McPherson College. He is the author of five books, the most recent of which is Contemporary Theology: An Introduction (2019). Kirk is a member of the McPherson
Church of the Brethren.
On October 26 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. CST, Sharon Yohn will present the course “Faith Through Action: Effective approaches to solving
the climate challenge.” God calls on us to act when our brothers and sisters are in need. The destabilization of our climate is already
causing immense human suffering, leaving us with a clear call to action. But how? When faced with a problem this large and complicated, it is hard to feel like our actions are meaningful. In this course we will explore three types of meaningful action you can
take and the resources available to support those actions.
Dr. Sharon Yohn is an active member of the Stone Church of the Brethren in central Pennsylvania, as well as an Assistant Professor
in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry at Juniata College. She earned her B.S. in Environmental Science at Juniata College, and a Ph.D. in Environmental Geosciences from Michigan State University. Called to action by both her scientific understanding and her faith, Sharon has been acting as an advocate for climate action for several years. Sharon co-wrote a series of articles on
faith and climate change for the Church of the Brethren magazine, The Messenger, and served on a denominational Creation Care
Committee. She is the group leader for the Juniata Chapter of Citizens’ Climate Lobby, a non-partisan organization building political
will for a livable future.
To learn more about Ventures in Christian Discipleship and to register for courses, visit www.mcpherson.edu/ventures.

From the Susquehanna Valley Ministry Center:
Greetings Sisters and Brothers,
It is quite evident there is a great need for quality and qualified ministers within the life
of the Church of the Brethren. The church is primed for a renewed passion and vision for
calling persons to set-apart ministerial leadership. A new, creative initiative supported
by the Office of Ministry is an emphasis for promoting “Calling the Called” events
throughout the denomination. A special offering was lifted at the Greensboro Annual
Conference designated to support this initiative. Additional information will be forthcoming distributed through the district offices and those responsible for calling and credentialing those in the set-apart ministry.
Within the SVMC area, the Resource and Development Committee of the Governing
Board has initiated an effort to promote this “Calling” emphasis. Persons from each of
the five districts have been invited to share their “Calling” journey through the writing
of short essays regarding their “call to ministry” journey. For the balance of 2019
through 2020, we will be highlighting “calling” stories of individuals who will share their
unique perspectives on our theme: Your Call…Your Journey…Your Education. Joe
Detrick, Chair of the Resource and Development Committee, and former pastor and District Executive, contributes the first essay.

https://conta.cc/2XZ3k0b

