
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

 As I sit and swelter in the Virginia mid-summer heat, I take comfort in the thought that 
cooler temperatures are coming in another month or so.  And that means that the Mid-Atlantic 
District Conference is coming as well,  October 13 & 14 at the Frederick Church of the Brethren.  
On-line registration should be available soon, as well as more information about the conference. 

As I mentioned to you in my February letter, the theme of this October’s Conference will 
be “Back to Basics: The Great Commandment”, and the key verses will be Matt 22:34-40.  I 
chose this passage because I firmly believe that, in the contentious times that we currently live 
in, Christians need to focus on “the basics”, those things on which we all agree, rather than on 
those contentious matters on which we disagree.  For me, the Great Commandment, with its 
simple yet profoundinstructions for how we are to relate to our God and to each other, is as basic 
as it gets.  We are to love God and love one another.  Keeping that firmly in mind when facing 
the challenges of the day can help to keep us on the path He wishes us to tread. 

Pastor Kurt Borgmann of the North Manchester Church of the Brethren (and formerly of 
Oakton Church of the Brethren here in the Mid-Atlantic District), will be sharing the message 
with us on Friday night, and I greatly look forward to his gifted preaching on the Great 
Commandment.On Saturday, in addition to the necessary business of the district, we also plan to 
feature a variety of musical presentations to celebrate the diversity with which we use music to 
praise God.  The junior high youth will also be presenting two short dramas taken from scripture 
illustrating God’s transformative love.  In response to feedback from conference participants last 
year, we also plan on offering two different slots for Insight Sessions on a variety of topics of 
interest to all Christians. 

 I also want to reiterate our plan to reserve exhibit space this year for individual churches 
to demonstrate how they are carrying out the commands to love our God with all of our heart, 
soul and mind, and love our neighbors as ourselves.  At last year’s District Conference, seven 
churches displayed the way in which the Holy Spirit was moving in their congregations in the 
“Staying Alive” room and this year I hope even more will provide us with paper, photo and/or 
multimedia displays in a planned “Share Your Love” exhibit space.  I look forward to seeing the 
wonderful things going on in all of our congregations!  Please contact District Administrative 
Assistant Jo Ann Landon (aamad@brethren.org or 443-960-3052) if your church plans to exhibit 
this year. 

 I hope that you will be able to join us for a conference that we hope will not just be useful 
and necessary, but also spiritually fulfilling and enjoyable!  

Yours in Christ’s Love, 

Brian Bachman 
District Moderator 


