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MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

Consecration Prayer-Standing:
District Executive, Don Booz,
2006 Moderator Jeff Carter,
Kneeling: 2007 Moderator-
Elect Dale Posthumus,
Moderator Gretchen Zience
Photo by Kim Kirkwood

The 40™ Mid-Atlantic District Conference held
in Manassas, VA on October 6-7, began with a Pre-
Conference Clergy Workshop with “Ted & Lee.” Ted
& Lee brought their “theatre works” to the workshop to
help clergy explore the biblical stories from a unique
perspective and open our eyes to the humor within
them. Humor and laughter was how the conference
began and it persisted throughout the event. Ted &
Lee added an unusual experience to Friday night's
worship, with theatre and humor being the mode of
transmitting the message on stewardship “Its Going to
Cost How Much?”. Saturday’s session began with
Bible Study with Ted & Lee continuing on the theme
of stewardship.

Moderator Jeff Carter, pastor of Manassas
Church of the Brethren, creatively led the 281 confer-
ence-goers, representing 52 congregations, through
the business in an intentional and meaningful way.
The new approach to business was helpful as dele-
gates were provided detailed information on each
item of business in the morning as well as a question-
answer period following each explanation. The dele-
gates made final decisions regarding old and new
business in the afternoon.

Acting on the recommendation from the Lead-

ership Team, the conference delegates decided to
provide for an annual audit in the form of a review by
an outside CPA for the financial records of the Mid-
Atlantic District. The financial records of the outdoor
Ministry Facilities will be performed in accordance to
the financial guidelines of the Outdoor Ministry Facil-
ity. In other business, the delegates approved ac-
cepting Community of Joy as a member congregation
along with a constitution change that affirms District
Conference as the final authority to charter member
congregations. The 2007 Mid-Atlantic District budget
was passed with an appeal for congregations to in-
crease their stewardship and contribution to district
ministries. The 2007 slate was affirmed and three
members for the Leadership Calling Team were se-
lected by delegates. Dale Posthumus, member of
University Park Church of the Brethren was called as
Moderator-Elect for 2007. Gretchen Zience and
Jeanne Laudermilch’s calming presence were felt as
they led their parts of the schedule related to Modera-
tor-Elect and Clerk, respectively.

The new format also included Learning Cen-
ters in the morning and afternoon on Worship, Evan-
gelism and Vital Congregations. These learning op-
portunities were led by a combination of lay leader-
ship, church and denominational staff. Rather than
have many choices, we had two options and the pos-
sibility of learning ideas along with our fellow church
members. The ideas were steeped in personal ex-
perience and research gleaned from a variety of re-
sources to provide attendees with at least one or
more ideas to try in their respective congregations.

During lunch, Pastor Jim Benedict, author of
the 6-week curriculum “Together: Conversations on
Being the Church” curriculum, answered questions
and provided information to a small group of dele-
gates. At least one small group from each congrega-
tion is encouraged to utilize the “Together” materials
and report back to the denomination by April 2007.

Due to the way in which business was pre-
sented the delegates left well-informed, while confer-
ence was adjourned over an hour early. It was en-
couraging and delightful for conference-goers and
leadership to end the day ahead of schedule.
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The 4-partCongregational Outreach Report Form
for 2007 was mailed out from the District Office on
Monday, September 18th to all pastors, church boar
chairpersons and treasurers in the Mid-Atlantiaiis
Please look for your envelope with the neon label—
these forms are due December 8, 2006.

—

Forms A andB were mailed out from the Elgin Office
in mid-September to each congregation.

Please be sure to note that

Form A is due bypecember land

Form B is due bypecember 31

Contribution to: Check Payable to: Mail check to:
Mid-Atlantic District Mid-Atlantic District Mid-Atlantic District Office
PO Box 480

New Windsor, MD 21776

Mid-Atlantic District Office
PO Box 480
New Windsor, MD 21776

Mid-Atlantic District,
memo: Disaster Auction

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Auction

Mid-Atlantic District Office
PO Box 480
New Windsor, MD 21776

Mid-Atlantic District,
memo: Meat Canning

Mid-Atlantic District Meat Canning

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Fund
These funds are used to defray transporta
icosts for district volunteers

Mid-Atlantic District,
Inoemo: Disaster Fund

Mid-Atlantic District Office
PO Box 480
New Windsor, MD 21776

Faithful Servants

Mid-Atlantic District,
memo: Faithful Servants

Mid-Atlantic District Office
PO Box 480
New Windsor, MD 21776

Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Home

Fahrney-Keedy Memorial
Home

Fahrney-Keedy Memorial Homg
8507 Mapleville Road
Boonshoro, MD 21713-1844

Camp Mardela

Camp Mardela

Camp Mardela
PO Box 460
Denton, MD 21629-3408

Shepherd’s Spring

Shepherd’s Spring

Shepherd’s Spring
PO Box 369

Sharpsburg, MD 21782-0369
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The Annual Conference Office

of the
Church of the Brethren
invites you to an

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, October 29, 2006, 2:00-4:00PM

See the new office location.
Talk to the Annual Conference staff.
Enjoy refreshments.

Church of the Brethren Annual Conference
500 Main Street, New Windsor, Maryland, 21776-0720
Blue Ridge Building, Lower Level

Further information—800-688-5186

Lerry W. Fogle, Conference Executive Director
Dana Weaver, Conference Assistant
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With Gilbert Romero
IN CONCERT

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
3:30 PM

at theWestminster Church of the Brethren
Bond and Park Place,
Westminster, Maryland
(For directions 410-848-8090)

co-sponsored by
North Carroll Community School
&
Westminster Church of the Brethren

5:00 PM Dessert Fellowship

No tickets necessary
Free-will offering
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Calendar Reminder

The 308" Anniversary Commemorative Calendar
can still be ordered at the early bird specialgwiof $4.0(
per calendar plus shipping or $150.00 per box oh8ud-

ing shipping. Bulk rate calendars can be resoldufoto $5.0(

each — an opportunity for groups to earn a littney. The cog
goes up to $5.00 each or $200.00 per &fber November 1.

If you need a calendar order form, you may go to:
http://www.churchofthebrraethrenanniversary.org/

miscresources.html#calendar
You can also arrive at the same page by lookinder the
“Resources” category of the anniversary website.

—r

Calendar highlights include 20 feature photosjnk@t
photos, sidebars of “This Month in History”, anc giages o
text regarding Brethren history, including thattleé Church o
the Brethren, Brethren Church, Old German BaptistiBen,
Old Brethren, Dunkard Brethren, Fellowship of Gr&cethren
and Conservative Grace Brethren.




“That they may be one” (John 17:20-26)

MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT
CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

When & where:
October 28, Noon to 4 PM
First Baltimore Church of the Brethren
4500 Liberty Heights Avenue
410-367-5968

What:
12-1 PM Carry In Potluck
Bring your favorite recipe to share
Drinks provided

1-2 PM Worship and Music
Led by Gilbert Romero and the Bittersweet GospeldBa

2-4 PM Conversations and Fellowship
Led by Pastors Rodney Smalls and Jim Benedict

Why?

How is it that we don’t know each other?
What does intercultural mean?
How is the church like a rainbow?
Are we really one body in Christ?

Who?
All the Brethren you can invite, coerce, teasegdra
or otherwise drive to get there.

COME, GET TO KNOW AND GROW!
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October

19 Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, OctOffice
24 Continuing Education, 10am, District Office
26 Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 7pm, Distr Office
November
5 District Re-Licensing Event, District Office
14 Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 9anstiict Office
14 Finance & Property Ministry Team, 5:30pm, Dist@ffice
18 Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office
21 Meat Canning Meeting, 10am, Union Bridge
23-24 District Office closed for Thanksgiving
December
1 Form A-Deadline
8 2007 Congregational Outreach Report Form-Deadie
12 Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, Digt@dffice
25-Jan 2 District Office closed for Christmas/New Year
31 Form B-Deadline

Elgin, IL (October 5, 2006) -- At its fall meeting, the Association of Brethren Caregivers Board decided to hold
the next National Older Adult Conference (NOAC) in 2008 and again in 2009 so that the biennial conference
would not occur in the same year as future National Youth Conferences...The ABC Board determined that
holding the conferences back to back would successfully move into a new conference schedule while still
honoring plans made to hold the next NOAC in 2008. The next NOAC will be held September 1-5, 2008, fol-
lowed by another to be held September 7-11, 2009. After 2009, the conference for older adults within the
Church of the Brethren will return to a two-year cycle. NOAC will continue to be held at Lake Junaluska As-
sembly, Lake Junaluska, N.C.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:

Mary Dulabaum, 847/742-5100, ext. 304
E-mail: mdulabaum_abc@brethren.org
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October 21 Camp Mardela Annual Fundraiser Auction
Breakfast at 8am, auction bidding opens at 9am. Children’s activities, $3 per child. Call 410-479-2861 or email
mardela@intercom.net for more information.

October 28 Intercultural Celebration
First Baltimore Church of the Brethren, featuring a potluck, concert, conversation & fellowship. See flyer on p 6.

October 29 Annual Conference Office Open House
From 2-4 pm, come visit the new Annual Conference Office located at 500 Main Street, New Windsor, MD, in the lower
level of the Blue Ridge Building. Call 800-688-5186 for further information.

October 29 Bittersweet Gospel Band Concert with Gi  Ibert Romero
Westminster Church of the Brethren at 3:30pm. Call 410-848-8090 for directions or further information.

November 4 One-Day Couples’ Relationship Seminar
Speakers are Drs. Les & Leslie Parrot, Frederick Church of the Brethren, 9am- 3pm, $30/couple until 9/30
$40/couple beginning 10/1. Call Pastor Peter: peter.myers@fcob.net or 301.662.1819; Patty Grove: 301.371.9131.

November 4 Annual Holiday Bazaar
Sam'’s Creek Church of the Brethren, 8:30am to 2:30pm. Call 410-848-0687 for further information. See flyer on P 7.

November 17-19 Outdoor Ministries National Conferen  ce
Camp Bethel, Fincastle, VA. Call Camp Bethel at 540-992-2940 or email camp.bethel@juno.com for information.

November 27-30 NeXT Generation Stewardship
Location: St. Pete Beach, FL, sponsored by the Ecumenical Stewardship Center. Visit www.stewardshipresources.org

December 10 Christmas Song Festival
Bush Creek Church of the Brethren, 2:00pm Call 301-663-3025 for details. See flyer on P 8.
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