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“Watch Out  
For Those Dogs”  
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On Sunday, March 26th Dundalk will be host-
ing Alan Patterson, Church of the Brethren musician 
and licensed minister.  The concert will begin at 2:00 
after the morning worship and a fellowship meal.  All 
churches are invited to attend all or any of the events; 
individuals are encouraged to bring a covered dish for 
the fellowship meal which will begin at noon.   

 
Alan, 27, is a singer/songwriter originally from 

Lima, Ohio but currently splits time between Tennes-
see where he working on a new album and northern 
Ohio where he volunteers at the district camp.  His 
latest CD Almost There was released in 2003 and he 
continues to write new music while working on an-
other CD. 

 
While in the area, Alan is also available for a 

concert at any church in the Mid-Atlantic district.  For 
more information on Alan, contacting him to perform 
at your church, or ordering a CD; please visit his web-
site, http://www.pattersonmusicgroup.com/ 
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19642 Longmeadow Road, Hagerstown  
will have their Golden Agers Gathering  

 Monday, April 10 at 10 am 
   

 
Pat Ford, from the  

Robinwood Medical Center  
will speak on Joints and Therapy   
Lunch provided - Free will offering 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

National Youth Conference 
 
 Hiking in the Rocky Mountains; meeting Breth-
ren youth from across the United States, Puerto Rico, 
the Dominican Republic, and beyond; hearing from a 
diverse array of speakers including Jim Wallis, Craig 
Keilburger, and Ted & Lee; attending morning Bible 
studies, small groups, and workshops; singing the 
NYC theme song with an arena full of voices; partici-
pating in the volleyball or ultimate Frisbee tourna-

ment; worshiping God with thousands of other youth.  
These are just a few of the many opportunities avail-
able at the 2006 National Youth Conference. 
 
 Scheduled for July 22-27, 2006 at Colorado 
State University, NYC is an invitation for Church of 
the Brethren youth to enter into a deeper relationship 
with Jesus and to explore God’s call in their lives.  
Over 3,000 youth and advisors have already regis-
tered, and the National Youth Cabinet does not want 
anyone to miss out on this experience!  For more in-
formation, check out the NYC website (http://
www.nyc2006.org) or call the NYC Office at 1-800-
323-8039.  Registrations received after April 3, 2006 
will incur a late fee, so please register as soon as 
possible! 
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Feb. 17, 2006 (Pittsburgh, Pa.) -- A new Sunday 
school curriculum, Gather 'Round: Hearing and Shar-
ing God's Good News, has been launched by Breth-
ren Press and Mennonite Publishing Network.  
 
 The Bible-based curriculum offers sessions for 
all ages of children and youth, as well as a class for 
parents and caregivers of children, and a multiage 
option for grades K-6. Each group studies the same 
text on the same Sunday. 
 
 Gather 'Round offers lessons for 
"Preschool" (ages 3-4, with tips for 2s); 
"Primary" (grades K-2); "Middler" (grades 3-5); "Junior 
Youth" (grades 6-8); "Youth" (in a downloadable for-
mat for grades 9-12); "Multiage" (grades K-6, with tips 
for older students); and "Parent/Caregiver" (for adults 
who care for children, suitable for group or individual 
study). New materials are produced each quarter of 
each year for every age group. 
 
 For more about Gather 'Round, and to 
download free samples, go to www.gatherround.org. 
Order from Brethren Press at 800-441-3712. 
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Position Openings  
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 The Annual Conference office is seeking an 
individual to fill the full time position of Annual Confer-
ence Assistant, with a start date of June 5, 2006. 
The Annual Conference office will be located in New 
Windsor, Maryland. 
 
For required knowledge, skills, abilities or other de-
tails of this position, contact Office of Human Re-
sources at 1-800-323-8039.  
  
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, 
resume, application form, and three letters of refer-
ence by March 31, 2006 to the following address.  
Forms and information available from: 
 Office of Human Resources 
 1451 Dundee Avenue 
 Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
 1-800-323-8039  
 e-mail: mlgarrison_gb@brethren.org   
 
 

 
COORDINATOR OF  

WORKCAMP MINISTRY  
 

Full-time position reportable to the Director of Youth/
Young Adult Ministry 
Location:  Elgin, IL  
Position description and application form available on 
request 
Application deadline: April 14, 2006 
Start Date: Summer of 2006 
 
Qualified candidates are invited to complete the General Board 
application form, submit a resume and letter of application, and 
to request three references to send letters of recommendation to: 
 
Office of Human Resources 
Church of the Brethren General Board 
1451 Dundee Avenue 
Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
Phone: 1-800-323-8039, ext 258    
E-mail: mgarrison_gb@brethren.org 

����
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Full-time position reportable to the ABC Executive 
Director 
Location: ABC offices    

Starting date: May 15, 2006     
Search Process: Applications will be received begin-
ning immediately, with a deadline of March 14, 2006 
Position description and application forms available 
on request 
 
Qualified candidates are invited to submit a résumé, 
cover letter, application forms, and to request three 
individuals to send letters of recommendation to: 
Mary Lou Garrison, Director of Human Resources 
 1451 Dundee Avenue, Elgin, IL 60120 
                        mgarrison_gb@brethren.org� � �
 
 

�
�
�
�
�

� �
�

&�
��

&��������!������
��$�
��	' �

�
�������!��%����
����
���
�������
�(����������
/����/�!���������
�.�
���
����+���!����
�
� 
����

��
�%����� �������� �������������
������������!���

�!����������
 
�����
�

&�
�
 
�����������%�������������
�������
��
0����
���
�0�!���������3 
���5� 
��
����

�
��
������� ����!��/�!���
�������
�.�
���
��
�
����������
��!����������
���!��%����
������
���%�����
 
�������
�������
�0����
���
��

�
�����
����
�
���(��%�����������
�5��������
�����������������
���
����������%�������
�����
���� ��

�
&�
�0
��!������
�%����I=?�?	>���������������J��

�!������
����������������
�������	

����
�

&���%���!�����%
�����������)���K
���
�
�
�
�

4 



%��
���&��'�������
�

,�������- � ������ $�����
����/���!�������
� � ������ )����
���
���+��
����
'	����.�		�� ������ +��5
�����������
� � ����� -
��1����
��+��
����
'������		 � ����� $�����
��������
���
!���/����0 ����� $�����
��������
���
+�����)����������� $�����
����/���!�������
(����������
������ $�����
����/���!������ �
� � ������� H�����.�!���
����+��
����
�
 
 
 

 2006 LENTEN SERVICES 
 Frederick & Carroll County Area 

 “ BY WATER AND THE WORD” 
 

 
 

Hymn Sing 6:45 p.m. 
Service 7:00 p.m. 

Refreshments and fellowship following the service 
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DATE SPEAKER HOST CHURCH THEME 

March 12 Rev. James Lucas Sam’s Creek Waters of Baptism 

March 19  Rev. Paul Leatherman Bush Creek “Miracle Waters” 

March 26 Rev. Charlie Beekley Meadow Branch “Trust Him, It’s Wine” 

April 2 Rev. Scott Duffey Union Bridge “I thirst” 
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Curriculum writers are sought for the new Sunday school curriculum, 
Gather 'Round: Hearing and Sharing God's Good News. The joint Brethren 

and Mennonite curriculum is accepting writer applications for its third curricu-
lum year. A project of the Church of the Brethren, Mennonite Church Can-

ada, and Mennonite Church USA,  Gather 'Round will be available for congrega-
tional use beginning this fall. Curriculum units are designed for Preschool (ages 3-4, 

with tips for 2s), Primary (grades K-2), Middler (grades 3-5), 
Multiage (grades K-6, with tips for older students), Junior Youth (grades 6-8), Youth (grades 9-12), 
and Parent/Caregiver. Accepted writers will attend a writers conference Oct. 15-19, and begin writ-
ing immediately thereafter. First quarter materials will be due by Jan. 13, 2007. Writers generally 
commit to writing the entire curriculum year. Payment varies according to the writing requirements 
for each unit. For an application, contact the Gather 'Round project office at gather-
round@brethren.org or call 847-742-5100. See www.gatherround.org for product samples and more 
information. Application deadline is May 31. 

 
An Introductory Training Opportunity for the Mid-Atlantic District to join with the Southern PA District and local 
Mennonites for the Gather ‘Round curriculum will be held on Sunday March 26, 2006 from 1:30 pm to 4:00 
pm at the Chambersburg Church of the Brethren, 260 South Fourth Street, Chambersburg, PA.  Call  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Calling all Peace Coordinators, Pastors, Peacemakers, Prophets,  
   
 and others in the wilderness....    
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Reserve the Date!   Saturday, August 26, 2006,  9:0 0 - 6:00 
  
This year the Peace & Justice Committee is co-sponsoring a retreat with Brethren Peace Fellowship which is 
offered to all those wishing to "minister" to their home congregations and communities regarding important 
peace issues of the day but don't know how  to spread the message.   
    
  Phil Jones and Cynthia Mason will be the leaders for this retreat, which will not only be infor-
mational, but recreational, and will help bring an understanding of how to best communicate the way of peace 
to youth and adults alike.  The setting will be at the Miller homestead near York, Pennsylvania.  It is a very 
spiritual unique place to gather for worship, fellowship, reflection, and recreation.  Bring the whole fam-
ily!  Children are welcome!  See attached brochure. 
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May 12-14--Tweet Retreat  – Join ornithologist Dave 
Eberly and biologist Doug Ruby for a trip through the 
woods in search of our feathered friends. Experi-
enced and novice bird watchers will enjoy this week-
end of bird watching at Shepherd's Spring. Partici-
pants can choose one night or two. Friends from 
Camp Swatara will join us for this event as well. Reg-
istration information is available from camp advocates 
or Shepherd's Spring.  May 12-14. 
 
June 19 --Golf Tournament  -  
Reserve Monday, June 19th for the 
annual Shepherd's Spring golf tour-
nament. Beaver Creek Golf Course 
in Hagerstown will host this annual 
gathering of great golfing fun. 
Camp advocates will have registra-
tion information or call the Shep-
herd's Spring office  301-223-8193. 
Sponsors are needed as well as 
golfers! 
 
Camp Leadership Needed -  
Campers are coming – are you available to help in 
this ministry? Many of our “regulars” as counselors 
and directors are also helping with NYC, so your tal-
ents are needed. If you have a heart for working with 
children and would like to spend a week in the woods, 
please call the Shepherd's Spring office and we’ll 
match your talents to the appropriate age group of 
campers. Peace Talks curriculum and training is pro-
vided to help you make the most of your experience 
and theirs! Call 301-223-8193 to register your talents! 
We don’t want to have to turn campers away because 
we don’t have enough adult leadership! 
����

�
�
�
�
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�
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�
����� The quiet winter months have been an exciting 
time on the Eastern Shore.  We began the year with 
our Jr High Retreat over the weekend of January 6th.  
There were 24 campers in attendance.  The theme of 
the weekend was “The Nerve to Serve”. It was an un-
seasonably warm weekend.  Campers were able to 
enjoy outdoor activities and accomplished several 
service projects during the weekend. Leadership was 
represented from several of the area churches.  It 
was a great time to network. 

 
     The weekend of February 10th 
we welcomed 18 Sr. High aged 
Youth to the eighth annual YWW.  
The weather for this weekend was 
vastly different than the weekend of 
the Jr High retreat. Sr High youth 
enjoyed playing in the snow that 
covered the campus.  The theme of 
the weekend was “Friendship”.  
Youth were excited to revisit friend-
ships that had been established 

during summer camp as they learned valuable les-
sons from God’s Word about friendship.  
 
     In addition to the fore mentioned Church of the 
Brethren Retreats we have hosted several board re-
treats and rental groups.  To date the King Retreat 
Center has only been empty one weekend since the 
beginning of 2006.  Our rental groups have included 
retreats for all age groups.  This is an exciting trend.  
Presently, we only have 9 weekends available for 
rental through the end of the year.  Is your church or 
group is interested in rental during 2006? Then, 
please, contact the Camp Mardela office at 410-479-
2861 as soon as possible. 
 
     It is not too early to plan your summer picnics.  
Those who would enjoy the use of our pavilion should 
also require about availability through the camp office.  
The pavilion makes available its own kitchen facility, 
as well as restrooms, ball field and playground area. 
     As we gear up for summer camp, we are reminded 
of the needs of the camp.  Please look over the fol-
lowing wish list and see it there are items that you 
maybe able to supply. 
 
Wish List:: Window unit air conditioners, Golf Cart 
 

Until Next Time, 
Gieta Gresh, Administrator 

7 

���� ���������	
��
�	���
��������������������	
��
�	���
��������������������	
��
�	���
��������������������	
��
�	���
�����������

���������������
��
�����������������������
��
�����������������������
��
�����������������������
��
��������� ���

���������������
�����������������������
�����������������������
�����������������������
��������� ���

��������������������������������� ���



����������	�
�	�
���� �
���

8 

 March 
 25  Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team, 9-11am, District Office 
 25  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 27  Finance & Property Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 27  Disaster Auction Committee Meeting, New Windsor 
 30  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 

April 
 17-20  Meat Canning, Ephrata, PA 
 20  Program & Arrangements, 6:00pm, District Office 
 24-27  Meat Canning, Ephrata, PA 
 29  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 

May 
 6  MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT AUCTION  
 10  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 
 20  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 

June 
 1  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 

August 
 19  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 
 24  Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, District Office 

September 
 14  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 23  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 

October 
 6-7  DISTRICT CONFERENCE , Manassas Church of the Brethren 
 19  Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, District Office 

November 
 5  District Re-Licensing Event, District Office 
 18  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 

�
� � � � � � � JR. HIGH NEWS, continued from page 2... 
 
The next District Jr. High event will be a trip to Hershey Park on Saturday, June 3. 
 *Please start talking about this with your Jr. Highs now so tickets can be purchased early at a greatly discounted price.  A common meet-
ing place will be designated in the Frederick area so everyone can travel to the park together. We are currently looking into the cost of retaining a 
bus to allow the group to travel together and save on the need for drivers.  Anyone wishing to share ideas about the trip to Hershey Park and/or 
transportation to and from, please contact Laurene Holsinger (301-831-6299). 
 
For Future Communications, it would be helpful for us to have contact information for you.  Please contact Charlotte Bear with your contact 
information.  If you have e-mail, Charlotte’s info is:  Charlotte Bear (charlotte.bear@verizon.net)  12520 Marsteller Dr., Nokesville, VA 20181 
phone: 703-594-2532 
 
The website formerly used for the Jr. High Regional Conference last October will soon be available to share information about district information 
in a more expedient manner.  If we have your contact information, we’ll let you know when it is up and running. 
 
We hope to see you at the Lock-in at Nokesville! 
 
Sincerely, 
Charlotte Bear, Mark Godfrey, Laurene Holsinger -District Jr. High Ministry Task Team 

� � � � � � �



�%�� ��)�*++,��-��#������%�� ��)�*++,��-��#������%�� ��)�*++,��-��#������%�� ��)�*++,��-��#�����  

March 31—April 2  Roundtable 
Bridgewater College, featuring Walt Wiltschek & The Covenant Players. Interdistrict Youth Cabinet, 
iyc@bridgewater.edu 
 
March 24   Bridgewater Choir at Easton 
Bridgewater College Concert Choir will be performing at the Easton Church of the Brethren, Friday evening, 
March 24, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. This concert is co-sponsored by the Fairview and Easton Church of the Breth-
ren.  For further information , please contact Steve Saulsbury at 410-822-5343 or Pastor Jody Gunn at 410-822-
0475. 
 
April 3 - June 2   Ministry to the Bereaved 
Instructor:  Pam Linderson; 8 week online course through Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. Course fee is 
$150, registration deadline, March 3rd. Call 765-983-1824 or academy@bethanyseminary.edu  
 
April 8, 22; May 20  Deacon Events 
April 8th: Palms of Sebring - Sebring, Florida 
April 22nd: Timbercrest - N. Manchester, Indiana 
May 20th: Brethren Home Community - New Oxford, Pennsylvania 
Each event will follow the theme of "Healing Balm" and run from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. $15 fee includes lunch. Registra-
tion materials are available on-line at www.brethren-caregivers.org. 
 
April 17-20 and 24-27  Annual Meat Canning Event 
Ephrata, PA.  Congregations must call the District Office (410-635-8790) to reserve date and time to volunteer. 
 
April 22   Dale Brown—Brethren Peace Fellowship 
New book discussion at Aukerman’s homestead.  See page 5. 
 
April 24-26   NEW District Disaster Coordinator (DD C or co-DDC) Training 
New Windsor Conference Center. See below. 
 
April 26   Courageous Peacemaking Retreat 
Phil Jones and Cynthia Mason leading. See page 6. 
  
April 28-29   Disaster Child Care Workshop 
Deer Park UMC in Westminster.  See page 10. 
 
May 4-7    Cross Cultural Consultation and Celebrat ion  
Lancaster Church of the Brethren in Lancaster, PA.  Register at www.brethren.org and follow the key word link to:  
Cross Cultural Ministries.   
  
May 26-28   Young Adult Conference  
Young Adult Conference – YAC. Camp Swatara, near Harrisburg, PA.   
 
 

TRAINING FOR  
NEW DISTRICT DISASTER  

COORDINATORS 
 
District Disaster Coordinators (DDC’s) or co-DDC’s - a special training session just for the “newbies” will be 
held at the New Windsor Conference Center on April 24-26, 2006.  Any DDC or co-DDC who has never been 
to a training is invited. Training will begin the afternoon of April 24 and conclude at noon on April 26.  Emer-
gency Response/Service Ministries will reimburse your travel expense (cheapest way) to New Windsor and 
also your lodging and meals at the Conference Center.  Registration forms are due by March 20.  Please 
contact Jane Yount, Disaster Response Coordinator at 1-800-451-4407 or 410-635-8731. 
 
Also, a combined conference for all DDC’s and District Project Director’s (DPD’s) is being planned for 2007. 

9 
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MISSISSIPPI:  HURRICANE KATRINA RECOVERY  -  Work t o Be Done:   Complete rebuilds, major remodeling jobs, 
roofing, and other types of repairs are underway.  Building codes in Miss. do allow out-of-state electricians and plumbers 
to work, so that’s a plus for us to be able to use volunteers with those skills.  A Disaster Response pickup truck, a mini-
van, and the Southeastern District tool trailer are on site. 
 
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA:  HURRICANE IVAN RECOVERY PROJEC T  -  Work to be Done:   Work consists mainly of 
repairs to water-damaged sections of homes, including drywall, floors, insulation, siding, etc.  Some pre-existing damage 
may need to be repaired in order to make the current storm repairs more durable and meet local building codes. An ER/
SM truck, van, and tool trailer are on site.   
 
BELMONT COUNTY, OHIO:  FLOOD RECOVERY   -  Work to Be Done:   Typical flood repair including drywall, insula-
tion, floor replacement, carpentry, siding, porches, etc., and a complete rebuild.  A tool trailer, cargo van, and pickup 
truck are on site.  
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Sponsored by the Emergency Response Network and Global Mission Partnerships of the Church of the Brethren. 
 
 The village of Union Victoria, a remote indigenous community in the highlands of Guatemala, was damaged by 
Hurricane Stan late in 2005. All crops were destroyed, over 60 mudslides were reported, and the community's only 
bridge was washed away. Join them in rebuilding their bridge, a transportation structure critical for community members 
to get to their clinic, school, and transport crops. 
 
Cost:  Your airfare (Ranging from $450-$650). Food, lodging and transportation, (except final night in Antigua, Guate-
mala) are covered while in country.  For more information:  Contact Tom Benevento (before March 3rd) at 
<Coblatinamerica@hotmail.com> or call 574-534-0942. 
 
 

Courage to Care 
����������	
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Disaster Child Care is an ecumenical  program that trains volunteers throughout the United States to set up special 
child care centers in disaster locations to care for young children that have been affected by disaster.  Anyone with a 
genuine love for children (ages 18 and up) is welcome to attend the 27-hour child care training event and apply for certi-
fication.  
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To register and/or obtain further information regarding the Level I Disaster Child Care Training Workshops, 

please contact the Local Coordinator for workshop listed above or Helen Stonesifer at 1-800-451-4407 (option 5).  A 
Registration Form can also be obtained from www.disasterchildcare.org  
����



 
MARCH PRAYER AND SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE 

 
 What new insight or ideas came to mind as you read through the Gospel of Matthew?  I was in-
trigued by the number of teaching opportunities which are shared in this gospel.  Jesus used a variety of 
settings to teach the disciples and those who came seeking about love, hope and God’s care for all.  
Maybe the teaching ministry of Jesus stood out because of the training which took place this month for 
the “Gather ‘Round: Hearing and Sharing God’s Good News ” curriculum.  From the information on 
the Web page and what was shared during the training sessions this curriculum will help share the mes-
sage of God’s love in a positive way.  This is excellent cur-
riculum which will allow students to learn, grow and develop 
in their faith journey.  It also allows parents to interact and 
give support to what the children have experienced in their 
Church School class.   
 It will be great to begin the month of March on Ash 
Wednesday.  Lent is a special time in the Christian year 
and it should give us time to reflect on Jesus’ ministry in a 
significant way.  If you are following the prayer and scrip-
ture challenge, I believe that will allow the Holy Spirit to guide our spiritual journey during the Lenten 
Season.  Thanks to each of you, as we join together in prayer and reading a chapter out loud from the 
New Testament each day.  I have been blessed by your words of encouragement and being remem-
bered in prayer.  May we have open hearts and minds as we worship and participate in our local faith 
communities.  I hope as you read, pray and meditate in the Word, the Holy Spirit will touch each of our 
hearts and lives in new and exciting ways during the Lenten Season.  If, we “TOGETHER EXERCISE 
DAILY IN GOD,” we will gain new insight and have a variety of opportunities to share Christ’s love with 
others.   
 
   Let’s pray daily this month for a new depth of unde rstanding as we journey through Lent 
toward the Resurrection.   
           Begin reading (on March 1) Hebrews, 1 John, Ephesia ns, Philippians and Titus. 
    
 Several ideas to reflect on as you read, using one idea or question each day: 
 1.  What inspirational thought stands out as I read this chapter? 
 2.  How does this chapter apply to my faith journey today? 
 3.  Copy and post a verse from this chapter which says something special to me.  

4. What is the most challenging verse in this chapter?   
 
As a simple reminder, I will continue to include the challenge shared at Annual Conference:   
  1.  Read, preferably out loud, a chapter a day from the New Testament. 
  2.  Fast, the first day of the month .  You can choose to fast from food, TV, the telephone or the Inter-

net.  Spend some extra time in prayer that day for families and individuals who have been dis-
placed by the natural disasters in this past year.  Also, pray for one family or individual in your 
congregation with a special need (then send a note, visit or call the person or persons you were 
lifting up in prayer).  

   3.  Be in prayer daily for someone who needs to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 

Ronald D. Beachley 
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P 37 Washington City, fax number—202-547-5938 
P 39 Martha Beahm, 123 Jefferson Place, Columbia, SC  29212 
P 58 Eva Simmons, 8820 Walther Boulevard, Apt. 1611, Parkville, MD  21234, 410-668-2112 
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APRIL PRAYER AND SCRIPTURE CHALLENGE 

 
 Greetings to all as we begin the month of April.  What new insight or ideas came to mind as you read 
through the scripture’s for March?  It was interesting to note that the writer, begins by stating, “Paul, a ser-
vant of Jesus Christ...”  I began to think ahead to Love Feast and Communion which most of our congrega-
tions participate in during Holy Week.  When I kneel to serve, as I wash a person’s feet, I am reminded of 
Jesus’ servant ministry.  Jesus used a variety of settings to teach the disciples and those who followed the 
value of service.   
In a devotional book written by Max Lucado, God’s Inspirational Promises,” He asks the question: “What 
did Jesus know that enabled him to do what he did?”  His answer was: “He knew the value of people.  He 
knew that each human being is a treasure.  And because he did, people were not a source of stress but a 
source of joy.”  By valuing others, it allows me to serve and share God’s love with those I meet daily.  The 
words of Paul in Galatians 5: 13 - 14 speak very plainly to me: “My brothers and sisters, God called you 
to be free, but do not use your freedom as an excus e to do what pleases your sinful self.  Serve each 
other with love.  The whole law is made complete in  this one command: ‘Love your neighbor as you 
love yourself.’”     
 It will be an honor for me to kneel and participate in the foot washing service during communion.  
Again, it will remind me of the servant role I was called to as Moderator.  If you are following the prayer and 
scripture challenge, Mark’s Gospel will allow us to read about Jesus death and resurrection during Holy 
Week.  Thanks to each of you, as we join together in prayer and reading a chapter out loud from the New 
Testament each day.  If, we “TOGETHER EXERCISE DAILY IN GOD,” we will gain new insight and have a 
variety of opportunities to share Christ’s love with others.  
    Let’s pray daily this month for opportunities to se rve as we put our faith into practice daily.   
           Begin reading (on April 1) the Gospel of Mark and t hen 2 Corinthians. 
    

Ronald D. Beachley 
 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Academy Level Courses 
February 2006 

 
Pastors earning Continuing Education credit are expected to do the reading  assigned before a class begins and par-

ticipate fully in the course while it is in session, but are not required to complete any follow up work. 
 

Ministry to the Bereaved  an on line course is being offered from April 3 - June 2, 2006 (No class Holy Week)  Instruc-
tor Pam Linderson is a full time Chaplain and a Nationally Certified Bereavement Facilitator as well as a Bethany Semi-
nary student.  Successful completion of this course will earn one Academy Level/CEQ unit in Ministry Skills for TRIM 
students or 2 CEUs for pastors.  
 
Interpreting the Brethren  June 10 -14, 2006.  An on site course which counts as the Bethany Experience all TRIM 
students need as well as meeting the requirement to take a course in Church of the Brethren Faith/Life/History.  In-
structor Tim Binkley is steeped in Brethren History and has arranged for a fascinating variety of experiences for stu-
dents in this course.  See more in the enclosed brochure! One Academy Level/CEQ unit in Biblical /Theology studies 
will be earned or 2 CEUs for pastors. 

All courses are open to TRIM/EFSM students, pastors, and lay people  

12 
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At least five churches of Ekklesiyar Yan'uwa a Nigeria 
(EYN—the Church of the Brethren in Nigeria) were 
damaged or destroyed in Maiduguri, Nigeria, during 
riots and protests of cartoons of the Prophet Muham-
mad, according to an e-mail report received this after-
noon from Robert Krouse, Nigeria mission coordinator 
for the Church of the Brethren General Board. Five 
EYN members were seriously injured in the rioting on 
Saturday, Feb. 18, in addition to the damage to build-
ings. 
 
The Associated Press reported that at least 15 people 
were killed as Muslims attacked Christians and 
burned churches in the northern Nigerian city of 
Maiduguri, in "the deadliest confrontation yet in the 
whirlwind of Muslim anger over the drawings," the AP 
report said. The cartoons that are considered offen-
sive for their depiction of the prophet first appeared in 
a newspaper in Denmark in Sept. 2005, but have 
been reprinted in other European newspapers. Re-
cently the cartoons have been protested in many 
places around the world, sometimes with violence. In 
Maiduguri, 15 churches, including those of EYN, were 
burned as thousands of rioters held a three-hour ram-
page, the AP report said. 
 
"We need to be remembering our Nigerian church 
leadership in the quest for bringing about interfaith 
peace in these times, and for the members of each 
EYN community affected, as they reach out to the 
families who have lost loved ones in this round of vio-
lence," said Stan Noffsinger, general secretary of the 
General Board, in an e-mail note from Brazil where he 
also is at the WCC meeting.  
 
Noffsinger reported that EYN recently created a 
Peace Education Committee at its headquarters in 
Mubi, in northeastern Nigeria. "Times like these test 
the fiber of newly founded program, and understand-
ing of the gospel," Noffsinger said as he called for 
prayer for the Nigerian church.  Newsline 2/20/06�
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A Continuing Education Opportunity 

July 5-6, 2006 
Amana, Iowa 

 
 “We’re a lot like the Mennonites.” 
 Many Brethren have resorted to that way of describing ourselves to outsiders.  But to say we are a lot 
like the Mennonites emphasizes the influence of Anabaptist ideas on the Church of the Brethren while ne-
glecting the influence of Radical Pietism.  We could, with equal justification, say, “We’re a lot like the Commu-
nity of True Inspiration.” 
 Who? 
 Come to Amana, Iowa this summer and find out.  “The Other Stream: Alternative Forms of Radical 
Pietism” is a continuing education opportunity co-sponsored by the Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist 
Studies and the Brethren Academy.  It is open to clergy, ministry students, and others interested in the history 
and theology of the Church of the Brethren.  The seminar will be held just after Annual Conference, approxi-
mately 90 miles east of Des Moines in the lovely Amana Colonies, home to the Community of True Inspira-
tion. 
 The Community of True Inspiration is a German radical pietist fellowship which co-existed and inter-
acted with the early Brethren in Europe.  They came to North America much later than the Brethren and 
eventually settled in Iowa where they developed several thriving villages that were operated as a communal 
society until the mid-twentieth century.  This seminar will allow participants to gain a better understanding of 
the radical pietist stream in Brethren life and thought by encountering and having conversations with the peo-
ple and history of the Amanas. 
 The seminar will begin at 3 p.m. on the 5th with a tour of the Amana Heritage Museum, followed by the 
bus tour.  On the 6th, we will meet from 9 am to 4 pm at the Amana Church.   Leadership will include David 
Eller, Wally Landes, Jim Benedict and Jeff Bach from the Church of the Brethren, and Lanny Haldy and Peter 
Hoehnle from the Amana Church Society. 
 
 The cost of the seminar is $80.00, and covers entrance into the Amana Heritage Museum, a bus tour of the 
Amana Colonies,  Amana People: History of a Religious Community (a book by Peter Hoehnle), dinner at the 
Ox Yoke Inn, break refreshments, lunch at the Ronneburg Restaurant, all presentations and discussions, and 
CEU credit for those who desire it.  TRIM Students who wish to create a course for credit around this experi-
ence should contact their TRIM advisors. 
 Participants are responsible to reserve and pay for their own lodging and breakfast on July 6th.  A 
block of rooms has been reserved at the Guest House Motel (319-622-3599) at very reasonable rates.  Lodg-
ing is also available in several lovely bed and breakfast inns.  Search for them at www.amanacolonies.com. 
 
To register or for more information, including a schedule, contact:  
  
 The Young Center for Anabaptist and Pietist Studies 
 One Alpha Drive 
 Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
 717-361-1470 
            youngctr@etown.edu                                                  Deadline for Registration: May 15 
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April 7 – 8, 2006 

Friday, 8:00 p.m. – Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 
Nokesville Church of the Brethren 

Nokesville, Virginia 
 

“WATCH OUT FOR THOSE DOGS!” (Philippians 3:2) will be the theme for this event intertwined with lots of fun, 
faith, fellowship & food.  Come join us! 

 
Registration Form 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
       ___________________________________________________ 
Home Phone: _____________________Parent Cell:__________________ 
Additional Emergency Contact: ___________________________________ 
Congregation: ________________________________________________ 
Advisor: __________________________e-mail:_________________�

+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+��+�� +��+��+��+��+��+��+��
Medical Release Form   date: _________________ 
   
I, the undersigned, give my permission for my child ________________________, to attend and participate in activities for Middle School youth 
on April 7-8, 2006 sponsored by the Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren.  I authorize an adult in whose care my child has been entrusted, 
to consent to any necessary medical diagnosis, treatment, or hospital care. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________  
Medical Insurance Co: _________________________________________ 
Policy No: __________________________________________________ 

**** 
Youth:  Please mail this form by April 3 or bring it with you to the Lock-in. 

Parent signatures are required.  
Advisors: Please contact Charlotte Bear by April 5 with the number of youth and advisors attending from your church. 
  Phone: 703-594-2532          E-mail:  charlotte.bear@verizon.net 

*************************************************** * 
MAD Jr. High Coordinators:  Charlotte Bear, Mark Godfrey, Laurene Holsinger 
Dear Jr. High Advisors,         March 2006 
 
 A District Jr. High Lock-in  will be held at the Nokesville Church of the Brethren from 8:00 p.m. Friday, April 7 through 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
April 8.  Please copy this registration form and pass it out to your Jr. Highs. 
 
Each group should bring finger food snacks and drinks to share.   Paper products and breakfast for Saturday morning will be provided.  Each par-
ticipant should bring: 
 

*Sleeping bag & pillow (we’ll be sleeping on the floor, air mattresses welcome) 
*Pajamas 
*Change of Clothes 
*Personal toiletries 
*Bible -to check out Those Dogs  (See registration form for our theme) 

 
Activities at the Lock-in will tie into the theme “Watch Out for Those Dogs! from Philippians 3:2.  They will include: 

*Table Games 
*Active Games 
*Music (led by Tim Monn, pastor of Midland CoB) 
*Worship 
*Project (Creating cement stepping stones for the Disaster Response Auction) 
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Singers are needed for the Annual Conference choir this summer in Des Moines. Please consider this invi-
tation to share your God-given gifts with the larger church and to honor our Lord, who is worthy to be 
praised! 
 
The choir will sing for each worship service during the July 1-5 Conference. Anthem titles are: "Shine On 
Us" by M.W. Smith, a contemporary piece; "Adoration Medley," arr. by Mark Hayes, a combination of the 
songs, "Christ, We Do All Adore Thee" and "Glorify Thy Name"; "Just a Closer Walk," Arr. by Jack 
Schrader, with a gospel feel; "We'll Be There!" by Don Besig; and "We Have Come This Far by Faith," by 
Joseph Martin. 
 
This year's choir director is Carolyn Fitzkee, and the accompanist is Connie Burkholder.  A graduate of 
Elizabethtown College, Carolyn has directed the men's chorus of the Chiques Church of the Brethren, near 
Manheim, Pa., for the past 14 years.  Connie is District Executive of the Northern Plains District . A gradu-
ate of Lebanon Valley College, Annville, PA, Connie directs the choir and accompanies a women's ensem-
ble at the Ankeny (Iowa) Church of the Brethren. 
 
To sign up and receive an anthem packet, print a form from the Information Packet on the home page of 
www.brethren.org/ac, and mail with an  $8.00 check to the Annual Conference office. Or call 1-800-323-
8039. Pre-registration is recommended, but music also can be purchased at the first rehearsal in Des 
Moines on Saturday, July 1, at 4:15 p.m. in the Veterans Memorial Auditorium. For more information, con-
tact Carolyn Fitzkee at 717-664-2252 or dcfitzkee@dejazzd.com. 
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