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NYC 
 

Looking for a place near BWI airport where your 
youth group can spend the night before or after 
NYC?   
 
The Dundalk Church of the Brethren will host all 
interested youth groups on July 21st and 28th.   

 
The church is lo-
cated approximately 
25 minutes from Bal-
timore-Washington 
International Airport.  
(Directions to the 

church and to the airport are available.)  So if 
your youth group would like to come down the 
night before or stay the night after NYC we have 
space available for you to stay.   
 
Please RSVP with the number in your group and 
approximate time of your arrival and departure by 
calling the church at 410-284-7081.  We will be 
serving a continental breakfast for all groups. 

 
 

Logo design for  
2006 Mid-Atlantic  

District Conference  
was created by  

Debbie Noffsinger 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit the NEW 
 Mid-Atlantic District website   

At 
http://madcob.com  

 
 

  Please send all website updates to the 
District Office 
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 The Growing Project  
 
Donnie Grossnickle said he had never had 
so many people pray for his crop before.  
That’s what happened on Sunday June 11, at 
the Wolfsville Rd. farm where Grossnickle 
rents land for crop production.  Members of 
the Grossnickle Church of the Brethren, 
Myersville, along with their partners at 
Hagerstown and Welty Churches of the 
Brethren, gathered to pray for a bountiful 
crop, the proceeds of which will benefit 
their Growing Project through the Foods 
Resource Bank. 
 
The Foods Resource Bank (FRB) is a Chris-
tian humanitarian organization with a mis-
sion of “providing food security in the de-
veloping world through sustainable small-

scale agricultural production, thereby allowing hungry people to know the dignity and pride of feeding themselves.”  
Revenues to support these programs are generated through community “Growing Projects” involving landowners, farm-
ers, businesses and churches. 
 
The Grossnickle Growing Project has been supported by donation of the use of 55 acres of cropland and individual 
sponsorships of acres of the land, to subsidize the cost of production:  seeds, fertilizer, spray, tilling, planting and har-
vesting.  Business sponsorships are Gladhill Tractor Mart in Jefferson and the John Deere Foundation, and    Steve 
Burdette, illustrator.  A start-up grant was also provided by the Church of the Brethren’s Global Food Crisis Fund.   All 
proceeds from the sale of the crops will be donated to the Foods Resource Bank and designated for a specific program.  
These funds will be matched 100% by USAID, the government agency responsible for providing assistance to the devel-
oping world. 
 
The Growing Project committee has designated a program in the Bamba region of Southeast Kenya to receive their 
funds.   This is an extremely poor area, just 30 miles inland from the Indian Ocean, where drought conditions exist for 
ten months of the year.  Wells cannot be dug because the water is too salty;  women walk 6 miles to fetch a pail of water 
for household use.  The goal of this program is to construct large ponds for irrigation and household use, to teach the 
people how to grow drought-resistant crops, soil and water conservation techniques, and improved breeds of animals and 
animal husbandry practices.  According to the onsite coordinator of the program, “our overall vision is to raise a genera-
tion of children who will know what it is like to have enough food to eat, whose thinking capacity is not hampered by 
lack of nutritious food, who will be stewards of the land God has given them, and who will give God the glory for their 
lives of abundance.”                                                             
 
Sunday’s gathering began with a Blessing of the Seed service, which included prayers for a bountiful harvest, and fo-
cused on the theme of growing a crop, as well as awareness of hunger issues in the world.  This was followed by a 
strawberry social, and a hayride tour of the farm, where individual donors had the opportunity to “meet their acre”.  
Each donor was assigned to a specific acre of cropland, and was able to view their acre while on the tour.                                                                                  
 
The Growing Project will conclude at the end of the season with a Harvest Festival in celebration of the crop.  Until 
then, the three churches will be educating their members about the country of Kenya and the specific needs there.  In 
2007 there will be an opportunity for several members of these churches to travel to Kenya to see the program first-
hand. 
 
For more information about the Growing Project or to donate to the Fund, please call the Grossnickle Church of the 
Brethren at 301-293-9516 or Patty Hurwitz at 301-293-1736.                                                                                                                       
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Letters were sent to each congregation giving the 2006 statistics and future status of the  
Meat Canning project.  Here are portions from that letter.    
 
 “The 2006 Meat Canning Event of the Mid-Atlantic and Southern Pennsylvania Districts 

produced 46,339 cans of chicken for distribution.   There were 12 Mid-Atlantic District congregations who partici-
pated this year by volunteering their labor.  In addition, 26 congregations donated financially with 9 congregations do-
nating money and volunteers.  The number of MAD congregations supporting this project is down by 10 from last 
year.  The Mid-Atlantic’s 2006 contributions are $13,431.80 year-to-date, which is down $508.75 from the same pe-
riod of time last year.   
 
 The Meat Canning Project is facing a dilemma for 2007.  The requests for meat have increased but the amount 
of financial giving decreases each year.  We will be starting next year’s project with approximately half of the amount 
needed to begin the production.  In order for this project to continue, we are looking to the congregations to increase 
their awareness and support.  If this does not happen there will be no choice but to decrease the amount of chicken 
canned or possibly discontinue the project.  Please assist us in continuing to reach out to those in need around us.”   
 
 

The Ministries that are receiving the canned chicken through Mid-Atlantic congregations are:  Sharp Street Soup 
Kitchen, Franciscan Center, Frederick Rescue Mission, Pantry Ministerium, Hagerstown Rescue Mission, Appalachia, 
Frederick Food Bank, Samaritan Shelter, Manna House, Seton Center, Christian Shelter, House of Hope, Carpenter’s 

Kitchen, Manassas SERVE Food Closet, Food For Others Food Bank, Free Indeed Ministries, Inc., Union Bridge Food  
Pantry, Help by Phone, Inc., Brethren Nutrition Program, Loaves & Fishes, and HWRMW (Hampden, Woodberry, 

Remington & Mount Washington) Community Food Pantry. 
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� MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT 

2006 DISASTER  RESPONSE  AUCTION  REPORT 
JUNE 7, 2006   

 
The 2006 Mid-Atlantic Disaster Auction was held on May 6th at the Agricultural 
Center in Westminster, Maryland.  Record proceeds from the auction were an-

nounced at the May meeting of the committee.  The previous high income from an 
auction was $70,000.  This year the total net income was $77,860.50.  Of this 

amount $4,500 was given to the Mid-Atlantic District to provide for transportation 
costs of volunteers working in distant locations, such as New Orleans.  The amount 
of $73,000 was sent to the Emergency Disaster Fund of the Church of the Brethren 

to be used to fund disaster services.  
 

This year theme baskets were a new offering.  Those contributed brought an income 
of $829. This year’s 161 quilts brought in $34,167.50.  There was an increase of 20 pieces and $6,235 over last year’s 
totals. Six quilt tops and one wall hanging purchased for the 2007 auction have sponsors and quilters.  A balance of 

$5,000 plus was kept back for start up costs next year. 
 

This year’s auction booklet was again a great success bringing in a profit of $13,899.97.  This was Debbie Noffsinger’s 
last meeting with us before she moves to Elgin.  We congratulated her for the great job she has done as our graphic art-

ist.  She will continue to produce the booklet from Illinois.  We had 3,250 booklets printed this year.   
 

Submitted by Roy Johnson 
for the Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response Auction Committee 

roygladysjohnson@aol.comrhfinney@verizon.net 

�
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Cost per shirt is $11.00.  The 
shirts will be sent to you in the 
mail or sent to advisors as a 
group for distribution. 
 

 Make checks payable to 
“MAD YOUTH” 

    Name          
 
     Address          

                  

    Congregation         
 
    T-shirt Size      S     M    L     XL    XXL 
 
    Total Cost:       (number of shirts) x $11.00 = $    
 
 Send completed form and money to: Jan Walker, 14746  Peddicord Rd, Mt. Airy, MD 21771 
 

Deadline for orders:  JUNE 26 

BEACH RETREAT  – The senior high youth will be holding a Beach Retreat 
again this year on the weekend of September 22-24, 2006 at Cape Henlopen State Park, 
DE.   Cost:  $40 if postmarked by August 1 and $50 if postmarked by September.  No 
walk-ins will be accepted.  Registration form is on page 6.  More details can be found on 
the sr. high youth webpage (www.madyouth.org).  Parking passes and other information 
will be sent to advisors in September after registration is completed. 
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Register deadlines:  
 

 Registration postmarked by  Aug 1: $40.00; postmar ked by Sept 1: $50.00 
 

Send forms and payment (to MAD Youth) to:  Jan Walk er, 14746 Peddicord Rd., Mt. Airy, MD 21771 

6 



7 

����
���������	��
�����

�������������	��
�����

�������������	��
�����

�������������	��
�����

����� ���
�
� �����������������
�����������������
��������������� ������	��
�����
����������� �������
���������
��
�����������������������
�������������� ��������������������� �������������������������

������������������������� ��!���"������"�����#�
�
· $����%�&������������������������������������������� ����������������������	��
���� ��
· '�����%�&&����������������������(���)��*����+������ �������������
����������� �
· )��&�����,����-��&����./0"����������*����������(��� %�����������������������������
������

����"����������������������������
�����
��*�������� ������&��+���� �
· %���������1���������������&�����&������������������ ���������������
������
�������&&������������&��� �
· )&������������������������������������������������� ���)��*�������������������2��
&�����������&&������� ������
��*����

�����#������
� � 3�������4�45����)������&���6&������� ���
� � 3�������77����(��������5����'�����&���8�������

�  � ����
· -����������&�������������������+������������������� ����2�
&��������
��&��������&�����������������49��� ����+"� 

���������� ���� ���� �

 
 
 
 
� � � � ������������
��
���	����������������
 
Knowing where to begin to express the appreciation for the cans of meat you send the HWRMW food pan-

try causes a dilemma.  There are so many aspects to our appreciation. 
 
From a practical standpoint the meat is a great source of precooked protein for our clients.  We focus on a 

balanced diet for our clients and, while we don’t like to feel like a mother hen, we see to it that they get a well 
balanced, nutritional bag of food, sometimes whether they like it or not. It's a lot better if they like it and they 
especially do like the cans of chicken.  

About a year ago we realized we had to stretch our food so we could feed everyone who comes to us. The 
number of families we served doubled but our donations stayed the same. We managed to supplement the 
bread, cereal and vegetables through other donors but only the Church of the Brethren gives us meat. In a 
moment of inspiration and desperation we decided only family (as opposed to single-persons) bags would get 
a can of chicken. Most of our single clients understood and agreed with us. However one elderly lady with a 
hearing problem certainly did not understand what was happening. One crowded morning, in a voice that 
could be heard down at the inner harbor, she asked, "Where's my chicken from the Church of the Brethren?" 
Explanations did not satisfy her. Needless to say she received her chicken. 

We have little control over what people will eat and we worry when we have few things to give them. We 
feed a lot of children and seniors. They need to have easy-to-digest food with protein. This year because of 
storms and natural disasters we have fewer grants, less government food and fewer local donations. Without 
your gift of meat we would have a difficult time feeding our hungry. The canned meat not only provides a 
meal but also an opportunity to teach good nutrition and to share recipes (how to make chicken soup and 
chicken pot pie, for example). You just do not know how much good you do with your gift.  

Our deepest thanks to all of you. God bless you in your works for those less fortunate. 
 

Sincerely, 
Betty Callahan, Director 
HWRMW Community Food Pantry 
 
 
 
Note: HWRMW are the initials of Hampden, Woodberry, Remington, and Mount Washington, four neighborhoods in 
north-central Baltimore.  The Christian churches of these neighborhoods join to form an ecumenical outreach to the 
community.  We just completed a Crop Walk to obtain ‘feed the hungry’ resources.   June 7, 2006 
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July 
 17  Finance & Property Ministry Team, 5:30pm, District Office 
 26  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 
 

August 
 8  Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 19  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 
 24  Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, District Office 

September 
 14  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 23  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 27  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 

October 
 6-7  DISTRICT CONFERENCE , Manassas Church of the Brethren 
 10  Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 19  Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, District Office 

November 
 5  District Re-Licensing Event, District Office 
 8  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 
 18  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 

December 
 12  Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
�
�
� � � �

2006 Work camps will Continue the WORK of Jesus 
 
Many exciting work camp opportunities are ready for all 
ages for summer of 2006, so make plans to join one! 
 
  Jr. High 
Innisfree Village, VA  June 19-23 
New Windsor, MD  July 9-13 
Keyser, WV   July 16-20 
Indianapolis, IN  August 9-13 
 
 
 NEW Jr. High/Intergenerational 
Harrisburg, PA  August 2-6 
  

All of these camps will focus on the theme  
Continuing the WORK of Jesus, and all will seek to 

combine work, laughter, learning and growth for par-
ticipants of all ages.   

 
Registration is open on the work camp webpage,  

www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/workcamps/index.html 
 

Contact Monica Rice at mrice_gb@brethren.org or 
phone 800-323-8039 x281 
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June 24  #�"$"� %�$&$% � ""�$�#� #��$�����&�%'"(�� �
Location: Washington City Church of the Brethren.  Resource person: Mary Martin, 202-547-5924.  
Registration, refreshments, lunch, materials $15. Deadline is June 12.   
 
July 24-28   Brethren Bible Institute Summer Term 
Elizabethtown College.  Write for application form:Brethren Bible Institute, 155 Denver Road, Cenver, PA 17517. 
 
July 22-27   National Youth Conference - “Come and See” 
Colorado State University.  Register www.nyc2006.org 
 
August 26   Courageous Peacemaking Retreat 
Spring Grove, PA.  Call 410-775-2254 or 302-698-6471 for information or to register. 
 
Sept 4-8   National Older Adult Conference  (NOAC) 
Lake Junaluska (N.C.) Assembly. Call 800-323-8039 or abc@brethren.org   
 
Sept 14   Leadership and Anxiety in the Church  
Location: The Baptist Center in Columbia, MD.  Sponsored by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center.  Cost is $79 if reg-
istered by 8/31/06. Call 630-627-0507 or email: Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org    Website is www.LMPeaceCenter.org 
 
Sept 22-24  Move in Our Midst—A TRIM Course on Wors hip 
Juniata College, Huntingdon, PA.  Instructor: Andy Murray.  Open to TRIM and EFSM, lay person and pastors.  Register 
by calling SVMC 717-361-1450 or call the District Office, 410-635-8790, for a brochure. 
 
Jan 12-14, 2007 Church of the Brethren Polity & Pra ctice—TRIM Course 
The Young Center at Elizabethtown College.  Instructor: Warren Eshbach. Open to TRIM and EFSM, lay person and 
pastors.  Register by calling SVMC 717-361-1450 or call the District Office, 410-635-8790, for a brochure. 
 
 

 
Exploring Your Call Canceled for 2006 

Richmond, Indiana—Bethany Theological Seminary has decided not to hold an Exploring Your Call 
(EYC) event this summer.   An event was previously scheduled for June 23-27 at Shepherd’s Spring 
Outdoor Ministry Center in Sharpsburg, Maryland, bu t has been called off in light of the intense in-

volvement of youth in preparing for and attending the Church of the Brethren National Youth Confer-
ence (NYC) July 22-27. 
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� � We Hope You Can Attend! 

  Annual Conference Events 

“Together: Conversations on Being the Church Dinner ” 
Time:  Saturday Evening, July 1st, 5:00 PM to 6:30 PM 

Location:  Marriott Hotel, Council Bluffs and Davenport Meeting Rooms 
Speakers:  Lisa Hess and Brian Maguire 

 
(Tickets will be available for purchase at the Conference Registration/Ticket Booth) 

 

 
“Together:  Skills and Ideas for Continuing the Conversation” 

(Insight Session) 
Time:  Tuesday Evening, July 4th, 9:00-10:00 PM 
Location:  Convention Complex, Rooms 133&134 

Presenters:  Lisa Hess and Brian Maguire 
 

“Conversations Among Delegates and Non-Delegates” 
Time:  Monday, 9:00 AM to 9:30 AM; 2:00 PM to 2:30 PM 
Time:  Tuesday, 9:00 AM to 9:30 AM; 2:20 PM to 2:50 PM 

Leaders:  Lisa Hess and Brian Maguire 
 
 

Ron and Harriet Finney 
Together Volunteer Coordinators 

�
�
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