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Congratulations  to Ann Cornell- Administrator, 
Shepherd’s Spring staff and Committee for dili-
gently working to be free of debt.  We also thank 
the many individuals, congregations and the 
Leadership Team for financial resources, time, 
and energy in pursuing this goal of debt reduction 
at Shepherd’s Spring over the past several years.   

  -Don Booz 
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The new directories are currently being distributed .  
Each congregation will receive one for each pastor 
and one for the church office.   
 
To save on postage, we are asking persons who stop 
by or come to the District Office for meetings to hand 
deliver the directories to churches in their vicinity.  All 
others will be mailed.  If you do not receive your copy 
by the end of January, please let us know. 
 
There is a limited supply of additional directories, so if 
persons other than church staff would like to receive 
one, please call the District Office at 410-635-8790.  
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Annual Meat Canning letters will be sent to all congre-
gations next week—please watch for this important 
mailing.   
 
Canning dates for 2006 are April 17-20 and 24-27 and 
we need volunteers!  The canning goal has increased 
to 85,000 pounds of chicken this year to meet the ad-
ditional requests we have received for distribution. 
 
Since giving has been decreasing the past few years, 
we are working with a lower fund base.  Therefore, we 
are asking all congregations to lift this project up in 
prayer and also to consider an increase in financial 
and volunteer support.  Many Thanks! 
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This simply means that the mileage rate 
has decreased 4¢ to 44.5¢ a mile for all 
business miles driven after 2005 (down 
from 48.5¢ for the last four months of 
2005). The rate for computing deductible 
medical or moving expenses in 2006 is de-
creased to 18¢ a mile (down from 22¢ for 
the last four months of 2005). 
  

Pastoral agreements for 2006 should 
take this announcement into account 
and be revised accordingly. 
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If you have been pondering how you can start or im-
prove the older adult ministries at your church; then 
perhaps you may want to attend a Saturday morning 
workshop at the Westminster Church of the Brethren 
on March 11 from 9:00 to 1:30. 

 
The workshop on “Establishing an Older Adult Minis-
try” will be led by Scott Douglas. The workshop is for 
pastors, board chairs, deacons or other interested 
members of your congregation.  Scott writes,  
 

“Societal perceptions and attitudes toward 
aging are predominantly negative. The 

words we use to describe our elders are 
often unflattering – “geezer”, “over the 
hill”, “fossil”. We typically associate aging 
with physical, emotional and relational 
losses and are more likely to ignore or 
deny our aging than to embrace it. 
 
Becoming an older adult has its chal-
lenges. It also has the potential to be rich 
and satisfying - full of deep and meaning-
ful experiences. In order for this to hap-
pen, we need a new vision of older adult-
hood that is put into action through a min-
istry for, by and with older adults. 
 
This is why the Association of Brethren 
Caregivers, through the efforts of the 
Older Adult Ministry cabinet, has devel-
oped the workshop - Establishing an 
Older Adult Ministry. In this workshop par-
ticipants will create their own positive vi-
sion of older adulthood. They will also re-
flect on the implications this new vision 
will have on themselves, their church and 
community. A model of intentional, con-
gregationally based, older adult ministry 
will be explored.” 

 
There is a $5 fee for the workshop.  To register, 
please call the church office at 410-848-8090; or 
email rowetd@yahoo.com . There will be a continen-
tal breakfast and drinks provided. Bring a bag lunch. 
 

This workshop is open to all who wish to attend but 
especially Church of the Brethren members of the 

Mid-Atlantic district.  The Mid-Atlantic District Spiritu-
ality and Congregational Life Ministry Team en-

dorses this event and hopes many of you will take 
advantage of this opportunity.  
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The annual Winter Retreat will be held once again at 
Camp Hashawa near Westminster, MD.  This year's 
speaker is Jeff Carter, Pastor at Manassas Church of 
the Brethren (and the current District Moderator).  The 
retreat theme is "Simply What?"    
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at Manassas Church of the 

Brethren 
 

     A sport-a-thon (marathon sporting event) is 
being planned for the above dates (times to be deter-
mined).  This will be a time of games, such as volley-
ball (or even 4-square) which will go on continuously 
through the duration of the event. When one ends 
another begins, with youth participating on a tag-team 
basis - everyone getting time to rest and even sleep a 
bit. 
 
     Keep watching for more information on this event 
in “Together on the Journey” and www.madyouth.org 
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First Church of the Brethren in Baltimore is hosting 

a meeting on Anti-Racism within the Church of the 
Brethren on Saturday, January 21, 2006 from 1 to 
4 p.m.  The Church is located at 4500 Liberty Heights 
Ave.   
 
Duane Grady, a Congregational Life Team member, 
will be coming to lead a discussion on anti-racism ac-
tivities, issues and strategies in our denomina-
tion.  Two of the members of the Church of the Breth-
ren’s Anti-Racism Team (ART) will also be present 
and actively involved in this conversation as we ex-
plore what has been done, is being done and still 
needs to be done to eliminate racism within our de-
nomination.   

 
Persons who would like to participate in this conver-
sation are invited to do so.  If you need more details, 
to ask questions or get directions, please contact Bar-
bara Cuffie on 410-448-1824(home) or 410-340-3843
(cell).   
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Thank you to all who are sending financial gifts for the 
Faithful Servants congregation.  Please communicate 
to your treasurer to make the checks payable to the 
Mid-Atlantic District and send them to the District Of-
fice at PO Box 480, New Windsor, MD 21776-0480.  
Be sure to note on the check, in the memo portion, 
“For Faithful Servants”.   
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The Association of Brethren Caregivers will hold three 
Deacon Ministry Training events this Spring in Flor-
ida, Indiana and Pennsylvania. Each event will follow 
the theme of "Healing Balm" and share a common 
schedule. These day long (9:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m.) training sessions include Bible study, keynote 
presentation, multiple workshops and worship. Work-
shops will address practical issues that regularly con-
front deacons in their ministry. The $15 registration 
fee includes the cost of lunch for attendees who regis-
ter by the appropriate deadline. Registration materials 
will be mailed to all Brethren churches and district of-
fices soon and are also available on-line at 
www.brethren-caregivers.org. 
  
Plans are underway to schedule similar training 
events in other locations across the denomination. 
If you would like to be included in the mailing list for 
the registration brochure or have questions, please 
contact the ABC office at (800) 323-8039. 
 
Dates for the training - 
April 8th: Palms of Sebring - Sebring, Florida 
April 22nd: Timbercrest - N. Manchester, Indiana 
May 20th: Brethren Home Community - New Oxford, 
Pennsylvania 
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DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATE 
 
LOUISIANA:  HURRICANE RITA CLEANUP  
 
The Hurricane Rita clean-up project, based in Roa-
noke, LA, was completed on December 17.  During 
the 2 months that the project was operating, more 
than 100 households received assistance with debris 
and tree removal and/or roof tarping.  Our sincere 
thanks to Ed and Bonnie Bryan and BVS volunteers 
Jodi Eller and Joan and Phil Taylor for heading up 
this effort. 
 
ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI:   
HURRICANE KATRINA RECOVERY  
 
Hurricane Katrina slammed the Gulf Coast on August 
29, causing widespread devastation and displacing 
more than 1 million persons. The official death toll 
now stands at 1,383, with 4,000 persons still missing. 
Now, nearly five months later, many communities are 
getting their long-term recovery plans underway.  
Brethren Disaster Response work teams have ac-
complished much in the way of debris removal, roof-
ing and repairs in southern Alabama since mid-
September. 
 
We have been invited to assist with some rebuilding 
and repair projects in George County, Mississippi, 
which is across the state line from our current location 
in Citronelle, AL.  Efforts are underway to find suitable 
volunteer housing in Mississippi as soon as possible.  

Meanwhile, volunteers will commute daily from Citro-
nelle to George County.  The announcement will be 
made as soon as volunteer housing is secured.  
 
PENSACOLA, FLORIDA:   
HURRICANE IVAN RECOVERY PROJECT  
 
Pensacola was clobbered first by Hurricane Ivan in 
September 2004, then by Hurricane Dennis in July 
2005.  We said we were in for the long haul, and that 
has proven to be true.  Disaster recovery can take 
years, especially for economically disadvantaged 
communities.  Escambia County, outside of Pensa-
cola, is the poorest county in Florida and the 17th 
poorest in the nation, so our presence is still very 
much needed there. 
 
BELMONT COUNTY, OHIO:  FLOOD RECOVERY  
 
Southeastern Ohio was hit with three severe floods in 
the fall and winter of 2004-05.  In Belmont County, 
which is a very economically depressed area, dozens 
of homes along the Ohio River and its tributaries were 
destroyed and over 150 more were heavily damaged.  
Many families were affected by all three floods.  Our 
repair and rebuilding project began in June 2005. 
 
 
REMINDERS: For all projects, it is recommended 
that volunteers receive a tetanus booster if they 
have not had one in the past 10 years.   Volunteers 
are asked to arrive early Sunday evening for orienta-
tion.  Please call the Disaster Project Director ahead 
of time with your estimated time of arrival.  Don’t ar-
rive hungry - the cooks have Sundays off for a Sab-
bath rest.  Groups that fly in should try to arrive and 
depart close together on the same day, if they require 
airport pickup. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TRAINING FOR  
NEW DISTRICT DISASTER COORDINATORS 

 
There has been quite a turnover in District Disaster 
Coordinators (DDC’s) in the last year.  About 10 dis-
tricts have, or will soon appoint, a new DDC or co-
DDC.  A special training session just for the “newbies” 
will be held at the New Windsor Conference Center 
on April 24-26, 2006.  Any DDC or co-DDC who has 
never been to a training will be invited.  Details are 
forthcoming. 
 
Also, a combined conference for all DDC’s and DPD’s 
is being planned for 2007. 
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Elgin, IL (December 15, 2005)  The next National Older Adult Conference will be held Sept. 4-8, 2006, at Lake 

Junaluska (N.C.) Assembly. Sponsored by the Older Adult Ministry of the Association of Brethren Caregivers, 
the week-long conference will provide more than 1,100 adults age 50 and older with a time to be nurtured, 
inspired and connected in community. 
 
The conference theme of "Walking In the Light" encourages people of faith to respond to the insecurities of 
the world and our own physical realities with the assurance of God's love and to be beacons of God's light. 
The theme seeks to remind and inspire older adults that they can and do make a powerful and positive differ-
ence when they walk daily in the conviction that God's light in the world is what will make for true and mean-
ingful security in the world. NOAC's keynote presenters, leaders and entertainers will utilize this theme to illu-
minate God's loving presence throughout the conference. 
 
Registration materials will be mailed to district offices, pastors and past attendees in 
February 2006. For more information about NOAC or to add your name to the mailing 
list, contact ABC at (800) 323-8039 or abc@brethren.org. 
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Young Adult Conference – YAC – is scheduled for May 26-28, 2006.  This year, it is being held at Camp 
Swatara, near Harrisburg, PA. 
 
The conference is open to any young adult between the ages of 18 and 35.  The past YAC was focused on worship as opposed to the 
former topical focus, and YAC 2006 will take that worship-focus approach once again. 
 
The theme, based on Romans 12:1-8, is “Transformed.”  Throughout the weekend, speakers Paul Grout, Maryls Hershberger, Han-
nah Serfling, and Craig Smith will challenge participants to face the transformation that God is calling all of us to make; to think 
about how we fit into society, to fix our attention on God, and to be Transformed… “from the inside out.” 
 
Registration is now open online!  For more information, please contact Emily Tyler at etyler_gb@brethren.org or 800-323-8039 
x.286.  Or visit the Young Adult Conference website at http://www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/yac.htm 
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Come and See DVD is available to 

loan from the Mid-Atlantic Distr ict 

Office...call 410-635-8790 



  
Congr 

Outreach Form A Form B 
Statistical 

Form 
Allensville  Ö   Ö   
Arlington Ö Ö     
Beaver Creek Ö Ö Ö    
Beaver Dam        
Bethany        
Broadfording Ö Ö  Ö    
Brownsville Ö Ö  Ö    
Bush Creek Ö Ö  Ö    
Celebration        
Columbia United Ö       
Comm. Of Joy  Ö  Ö    
Denton Ö Ö Ö  Part 1/2/3  
Downsville Ö Ö Ö    
Dranesville Ö       
Dundalk Ö       
Easton Ö Ö Ö    
Edgewood Ö Ö Ö    
Fahrney-Keedy Ö Ö Ö   Part 1/2/3  
Fairview Ö Ö  Ö    
Fellowship Ö Ö Ö    
First Baltimore  Ö Ö    
Flower Hill Ö Ö Ö    
Frederick  Ö  Ö    
Friendship Ö Ö  Ö    
Glade Valley Ö       
Good Shepherd Ö Ö  Ö    
Greenhill Ö       
Grossnickle Ö Ö  Ö    
Hagerstown Ö Ö  Ö    
Harmony Ö Ö  Ö   Part 1/2/3  
Hollywood  Ö  Ö    
Johnsontown Ö Ö Ö    
Locust Grove Ö       
Long Green Valley Ö Ö  Ö    
Long Meadow  Ö  Ö   Part 1/2/3  
Manassas Ö Ö Ö    
Manor        
Meadow Branch Ö Ö  Ö    
Midland        
Moler Avenue Ö Ö  Ö    
Monocacy  Ö  Ö    
Mountain View Ö Ö  Ö    
Myersville Ö Ö  Ö    
Nokesville Ö Ö  Ö    
Oakton Ö Ö  Ö    
Piney Creek Ö Ö  Ö  Part 1/2/3   
Pipe Creek        
Pleasant Ridge Ö Ö  Ö    
Pleasant View Ö       
Reisterstown Ö Ö  Ö    
Ridgely Ö Ö Ö    
Sam's Creek Ö Ö Ö    
Sharpsburg        

  
Congr 

Outreach 
Form A Form B 

Statistical 
Form 

Stone Bridge  Ö  Ö    
Thurmont Ö Ö  Ö    
Union Bridge Ö Ö  Ö   Part 1/2 
University Park Ö Ö  Ö    
Washington City  Ö  Ö    
Welsh Run Ö Ö  Ö    
Welty  Ö  Ö    
Westminster Ö Ö  Ö    

Woodberry  Ö  Ö    
Woodbridge Ö Ö  Ö    
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Pastors and Advocates Annual Gathering.  All pastors and 
congregational advocates for Shepherd's Spring are invited to our 
annual information session on Sunday afternoon, March 5, 2006. 
We will share information from 2-5pm. At 5pm join us for the 
burning of the mortgage and a simple fellowship supper. Please 
call to confirm your presence at this important information ses-
sion. Camp brochures, posters, and DVD highlights of summer 
2005 will be available for you to use with your congregation. 
 
BRETHREN TIES dates for 2006. In response to many requests 
for a shorter version of the Brethren Ties historical program, we 
will offer two dates in 2006. The first date is a shortened version 
of the program and will focus on the northern portion of the pro-
gram, including Wissahickon Creek, Ephrata and New Windsor. 
This program is offered May 24-27, 2006.  The second program 
will be the full week, going to the northern sites and adding Lin-
ville Creek, Brethren and Mennonite Heritage Center and Bridge-
water College. All rooms are double occupancy, so bring a friend 
or let us introduce you to a new friend as we explore our heritage 
in the east.  Please call Shepherd's Spring for a registration form 
301-223-8193. 
 
Camp Brochures will be mailed by the end of the month. If you 
do not receive one by the end of January, please call your camp 
to have one sent. Camp Mardela 410-479-2861   Shepherd's 
Spring 301-223-8193.  Remember fees increase May 1, so get 
your registration in as soon as possible to reserve your place for a 
great summer camp experience! 
 
TWEET RETREAT  at Shepherd's Spring.  Reserve Mother’s 
Day weekend May 12-14 to join us for the second ever Tweet 
Retreat! Last spring we observed or heard more than 50 species 
of birds in a day of bird watching. Bird watchers from Camp 
Swatara will join us this spring and you will have an opportunity 
to add another day of bird watching if you want. Please call for 
more information 301-223-8193 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!  Summer camp is just around the 
corner and we are in need of volunteer directors.  Directors help 

organize a weekly schedule for a specific camp and then spend 
that week at Shepherd’s Spring, coordinating activities and help-
ing with the daily life of summer camp.  Anyone interested can 
contact Natasha at 301-223-8193.  If you would like to volunteer, 
but not as a director, please contact Natasha to discuss other vol-
unteer options (counselor, kitchen, etc.).  If you have time and a 
willing heart, we have a place for you! 
 
PEACE BEARS are coming!  What is a Peace Bear?? It is part 
of this summer’s offering project at Shepherd's Spring. Peace 
Bears are being created from donated fabrics. Volunteers will cut 
out and sew the bears before summer camp begins. Then, camp-
ers will turn and stuff the bears and add faces. Campers will take 
bears back to their home communities to be distributed to local 
fire departments, halfway houses or hospitals to be given to kids 
in crisis. A great way to spread the peace message from summer 
camp!  We estimate about 400 bears will be needed (counselors 
will participate too!). So, if you can sew a ¼ inch seam, we need 
you! Or, if you can cut around a pattern, we need your help! Give 
us a call for a peace bear kit and help us get ready for summer 
camp.  301-223-8193 
 
Annual Woodcut Day.  Shepherd's Spring annual woodcutting 
day has been moved to the spring. March 4 is the day for helping 
to cut and stack firewood for the year. Call Nelson at 301-223-
8193 to let him know you can help and reserve your spot for the 
lunch we provide. 
Gloves, eye and ear protection are encouraged, we have a limited 
supply to share. If you have a splitter or chainsaw, please let Nel-
son know that as well. 
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� Bridgewater College Concert 
Choir will be performing at 
the Easton Church of the Brethren, 
Friday evening, March 24, 2006, at 
7:00 p.m. This concert is co-
sponsored by the Fairview and 
Easton Church of the Brethren.  For 
further information , please contact 
Steve Saulsbury at 410-822-5343 
or Pastor Jody Gunn at 410-822-
0475. 
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2006-7 Learning Tours 
The New Community Project, a Brethren-related nonprofit or-
ganization, has announced its line-up of Learning Tours for the 
coming year. The trips are open to all ages.  

· El Salvador/Guatemala: March 1-12  Learn about the trou-
bled past and current struggles of these countries, and experience 
the resilience and faith of their people. Cost: $600 (plus airfare) 

· Guatemala: May 18-30  Live and work in a community of 
returned refugees; explore the rainforest and coastal areas. Cost: 
$500 

· Cancer Alley (Louisiana): May 28-31  Visit the toxic 
chemical corridor between New Orleans and Baton Rouge; learn 
about health and environmental impacts. Cost: $325 

· Honduras: June 19-29  Experience life in one of the poorest 
countries in the hemisphere. Help with a building project. Visit 
Mayan Ruins at Copan. Cost: $625 

· Denali/Kenai Fjords National Parks, AK: August 12-21  
Camp and hike in Denali National Park, home to lynx, moose, 
grizzlies—and Mt. McKinley. See whales, dolphin and abundant 
bird life along southeastern coast. Cost: $500 

· Arctic Village, AK:  August 22-31  Learn about Gwich’in 
Indian culture and impacts of proposed oil drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge on the Porcupine Caribou Herd. Camp 
and hike in areas of spectacular beauty. Cost: $800 

· Nepal: October 16-27  Home to Mt. Everest and rich cultural 
traditions, Nepal is the poorest country in south Asia. Learn about 
social and political realities, especially the status of women; ex-
plore the foothills of the Himalayas. Cost: $700 

· Sudan: January 8-24, 2007  Experience the dynamic culture 
and deep faith of the people of southern Sudan; learn about the 
history and hopes of this war-ravaged country. Cost: $1300 
 
See www.newcommunityproject.org or contact David Radcliff 
(888-800-2985; dradcliff@newcommunityproject.org for more 
information.  

Leadership and Anxiety in the Church   
 
The Lombard Mennonite Peace Center (LMPC) will 
conduct a seminar on Leadership and Anxiety in 
the Church:   A Family Systems Perspective  on 
September 14, 2006, at The Baptist Center in Colum-
bia, Maryland.  The seminar will be led by Richard 
Blackburn, LMPC Executive Director. 

Since the publication of Dr. Edwin Friedman’s 
Generation to Generation, many pastors and other 
church leaders have become aware of Bowen family 
systems theory as a way of understanding congrega-
tional dynamics.   

The seminar on Leadership and Anxiety in the 
Church  looks at the challenge presented by the rising 
levels of anxiety being experienced in churches today, 
as well as the role that self-differentiated leadership 
can play in calming such anxiety.   

The seminar is comprised of a series of Power-
Point presentations originally conceived for LMPC’s 
Advanced Clergy Clinic in Family Emotional Process.   
The seminar on Leadership and Anxiety in the 
Church  is being offered by Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center as part of its ongoing mission to help 
Christ’s church grow in health and wholeness, into all 
that God wants it to be.   

The cost for this event is $79 when registered by 
August 31, 2006.  The cost is $99 for those who regis-
ter after that date or at the door.  Congregational 
group discounts are available. 

 
For more information and for registration brochures contact 
LMPC at 101 W. 22nd Avenue, Suite 206, Lombard, Illinois, 
60148, or call 630-627-0507, or send to 
Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org. Also, be sure to visit the web-
site: www.LMPeaceCenter.org. 
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2006 Workcamps will Continue the WORK of Jesus 
 
Many exciting workcamp opportunities are ready for all ages for summer of 2006, so make plans to join one! 
 
  Jr. High 
Ashland, OH   June 12-16 
Innisfree Village, VA  June 19-23 
New Windsor, MD  July 9-13 
Keyser, WV   July 16-20 
Indianapolis, IN   August 9-13 
 
 NEW Jr. High/Intergenerational 
Harrisburg, PA   August 2-6 
 
  Sr. High 
Kyle, SD   June 11-17 
 
  Young Adults 
Tijuana, Mexico   May 29-June 5 

All of these camps will focus on the theme  
Continuing the WORK of Jesus, and all will seek 
to combine work, laughter, learning and growth 
for participants of all ages.  Registration opens 
December 1st through the workcamp webpage, 
www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/workcamps/
index.html 
 
Contact Monica Rice at mrice_gb@brethren.org 
or phone 800-323-8039 x281 
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January   
 19  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 21  Evangelism Conference, 9am—2:30pm, Bush Creek Church of the Brethren 
 25  Discipleship & Reconciliation Team, 10-12 noon, District Office 
 27-29  MAD Sr High Retreat, Camp Hashawa 
 
February 
 12-14  “In Praise of Slowness”, District Pastor’s Retreat, Shepherd’s Spring 
 24-25  Sr Hi Sport-A-Thon, Manassas 
 27  Leadership Calling Team/Program & Arrangements, 5:30/7:00pm, District Office 
 
 March 
 1  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 
 5  Mortgage Burning, 5 pm, Shepherd’s Spring 
 6  Stewardship Task Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 14  Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 20  Leadership Calling Team/Program & Arrangements, 5:30/7:00pm, District Office 
 27  Finance & Property Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 
April 
 17-20  Meat Canning, Ephrata, PA 
 20  Leadership Calling Team/Program & Arrangements, 5:30/7:00pm, District Office 
 24-27  Meat Canning, Ephrata, PA 
 29  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 
 
May 
 6  MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT AUCTION  
 10  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 
 
August 
 19  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 
 
October 
 6-7  DISTRICT CONFERENCE , Manassas Church of the Brethren 
 
November 
 18  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 
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January 21  Anti-Racism Gathering 
Presenter:  Duane Grady, 1-4 pm at First Church of the Brethren, Baltimore.  See p3.   
 
January 21  Evangelism Conference 
Presenter:  Stan Dueck, Congregational Life Team, 9:00 am to 2:30 pm at Bush Creek 
Church of the Brethren.   
 
January 23-Mar 17 Introduction to the New Testament  (online course) 
Presenter:  Chris Bowman, Brethren Academy, 765-983-1824. 
 
January 27-29 MAD Annual Sr High Winter Retreat 
Speaker: Pastor Jeff Carter; Location is Camp Hashawa.  See page 3 for details! 
 
January 27-28 Church of the Brethren Polity 
Presenter:  Warren Eshbach, Carlisle Church of the Brethren.  Feb 24-25; March 10-11, April 28-29 
 
February 10-12 Gather ‘Round 
See back page for details. 
 
February 12-14 “In Praise of Slowness” 
Leadership:  Don Booz and Jim Benedict.  Pastor’s retreat at Shepherd’s Spring.  $175 includes two nights’ 
lodging, instruction, materials, all meals and snacks.  Contact District Office at 410-635-8790 by January 17. 
 
February 18  Chicken & Waffle Dinner 
Proceeds to benefit the Southern PA and Mid-Atlantic District Meat Canning Project.  Dinner is from 4-7pm at 
the Chambersburg Church of the Brethren.  Call 717-264-6957 by February 10th for reservations.  Inclement 
weather date is February 25th. 
 
February 24-25 Sport-A-Thon 
Manassas Church of the Brethren.  See details on page 3 
 
March 5   Mortgage Burning at Shepherd’s Spring 
Event at 5pm followed by a simple meal.  See front page 
 
March 11   Establishing An Older Adult Ministry 
Leadership:  Scott Douglas, Association of Brethren Caregivers.  Westminster Church of the Brethren, $5 fee, 
contact is Pastor Twyla Rowe, 410-848-8090 or rowetd@yahoo.com.  See p2. 
 
March 17-18   Women’s Retreat 
Women’s Retreat at Camp Mardela.   
 
March 31—April 2 Roundtable 
More details to come. 
 
March 24  Bridgewater Choir at Easton 
See page 8 
 
April 8, 22; May 20 Deacon Events 
See page 3 
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Upcoming Events, continued on page 12 
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 How have things changed for you as we begin a new year?  For most of us, life has continued on 
without a lot of change or difference.  The calendar page was turned, a new month began, and everything 
else went on as before.  However, I pray for some, that the new year will bring abundant opportunities for 
spiritual growth and development.  If you are into following the prayer and scripture challenge, I believe that 
will allow the Holy Spirit to guide our spiritual journey in surprising ways.   
 Thanks to each of you, as we join together in the prayer and scripture challenge.  I have been blessed 
by your words of encouragement and being remembered in prayer.  May we have open hearts and minds as 
we worship and participate in our local faith communities.  I hope as you read, pray and meditate in the Word, 
the Holy Spirit will touch each of our hearts and lives in new and exciting ways during the year 2006.  If, we 
“TOGETHER EXERCISE DAILY IN GOD,” we will gain new insight and have a variety of opportunities to 
share Christ’s love with others.   
 While reading Luke 12, I was reflecting on question (3) below and had to stop as I read verse 34.  
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ”  I had to pause for several moments and medi-
tate on these challenging words of Jesus to the disciples.  Later, I looked in The Message and was touched 
by an even sharper image.  “It’s obvious isn’t it?  The place where your treasu re is, is the place you will 
most want to be, and end up being.”  Wow!!  That helps bring into sharper focus the point Jesus made to 
the disciples.  It also gives pause to me, as I examine my life and what are the areas of importance.  That 
verse speaks to each of us, but often we are not ready to hear or are not willing to listen.   
 Let’s pray daily this month for the “Together: Conv ersation on Being the Church,” training 
event which will be held February 24-26, in New Win dsor . 
           Begin reading (on February 1) the Gospel of Matthew .   
   
Several ideas to reflect on as you read, using one idea or question each day: 
 1.  What is the main thought or idea of the writer in this chapter? 
 2.  What thought or verse in this chapter can I apply to my faith journey? 
 3.  What verse or thought in this chapter inspires or challenges me?  

4. What thought or idea, from this chapter, can I share with someone today?   
           Ronald D. Beachley 
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April 17-20 and 24-27 Annual Meat Canning Event 
Ephrata, PA.  Congregations must call the District Office to reserve date and time to volunteer. 
 
April 24-26   District Disaster Coordinator Trainin g 
New Windsor Conference Center. See p5. 
 
May 4-7    Cross Cultural Consultation and Celebrat ion  
Lancaster Church of the Brethren in Lancaster, PA.  Register at www.brethren.org and follow the key word link to:  
Cross Cultural Ministries.  Registrations are due by mid January 2006.   
 
May 26-28   Young Adult Conference  
Young Adult Conference – YAC. Camp Swatara, near Harrisburg, PA.  See p6 

 
July 22-27   National Youth Conference -see p6. 

August 26   A Peace Retreat— no new details 

Sept 4-8   Older Adult Conference —see p6. 

Sept 14   Leadership and Anxiety in the Church —see p9. 
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 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  That sounds a bit strange since we are only looking forward 
to the third Sunday of Advent as I began to write this note.  I have just been getting into 
the swing of wishing persons MERRY CHRISTMAS!!  However, I have had some requests 
for the challenge since a number of district’s will be putting out their January Newsletter 
next week.  I hope as you read, pray and meditate in the Word, the Holy Spirit will touch 
each of our hearts and lives in new and exciting ways during the year 2006.  If, we 
“TOGETHER EXERCISE DAILY IN GOD,” we will gain new insight and have a variety of 
opportunities to share Christ’s love with others.   
 While reading John 6, I was reflecting on question (3) below and was struck by the 
question Jesus asked the disciples in verse 67, “You do not want to leave too, do you? ”  
I pray my response and yours will be the same as Peter–“Lord, to whom shall we go?  
You have the words of eternal life.  We have come t o believe and to know that you 
are the Holy One of God.”  If we respond in the same way, the new year will come in, 
fresh and new, our faith will be alive and exciting. The scripture certainly speaks to us, but 
often we are not ready to hear or are too busy to listen.   
 Let’s pray together that our ears, hearts and minds might be open anew to the birth 
of the Christ Child.  It is rewarding to know that many of you are hearing and seeing with 
“new” eyes of faith as you read the scripture out loud.   
 Let’s pray daily this first month of the new year, that God’s Word will chal-
lenge and encourage us to share the love Christ has  for each of us with those in our 
faith community.  May the spirit of the Christmas S eason guide us as we move in to 
2006.   
           Begin reading (on January 1) the Gospel of Luke.  T hen finish the month by 
reading James, Philemon and Jude.   
 
    Several ideas to reflect on as you read, using one idea or question each day: 
 1.  How would I summarize this chapter in one sentence? 
 2.  How does this chapter challenge my faith? 
 3.  What verse or thought in this chapter inspires me?  

4. What thought or idea, from this chapter, can I share with someone today?   
 
 

As a simple reminder, I will continue to include the challenge shared at Annual Conference:   
  1.  Read, preferably out loud, a chapter a day from the New Testament. 
   2.  Fast, the first day of the month.  You can choose to fast from food, TV, the telephone or the 

Internet.  Spend some extra time in prayer that day for families and individuals who have 
been displaced by the natural disasters in this past year.  Also, pray for one family or indi-
vidual in your congregation with a special need (then send a note, visit or call the person or 
persons you were lifting up in prayer).  

   3.  Be in prayer daily for someone who needs to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 

Ronald D. Beachley 
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