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 The 2006 District Conference at Manassas 
Church of the Brethren in Manassas, Virginia will fo-
cus on the ministry of the District in support of its 64 
vital congregations.  The conference will have many 
of the familiar activities of previous conferences: wor-
ship, singing, business, food, fellowship, and exhib-
its.  Yet these familiar activities will be placed in a new 
and creative format.   
 
 The business of the conference will come 
early on Saturday morning and decision making will 
be held Saturday afternoon.  In between the two ses-
sions there will be a number of learning centers where 
congregations and outside leaders will focus on minis-
try areas with which many Brethren congregations 
struggle.  Knowing that our ministry is paramount, 
business will take a backseat to strengthening our 
ministry together.   
 
 All reports will either be visual and shown dur-
ing breaks or offered as written reports in the confer-
ence booklets.  There will be no oral reports during 
the conference, allowing more time for discussion and 
ministry building.  Business issues will be introduced 
in the morning and there will be an open question and 
answer time so that everyone can feel knowledgeable 
before the afternoon decision-making time.   
 

 
Worship will include the creative and faith-provoking 
work of Ted and Lee and pastors will have an oppor-
tunity to engage the Bible through storytelling prior to 
the conference.  I invite and encourage delegates, 
pastors, and friends of the district to attend District 
Conference and be part of the District’s ministry as we  
 continue the work of Jesus -  
  Peacefully, Simply, and Together.  
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We have had a very good response from congrega-
tions to volunteer for Meat Canning this year.  So far 
we have 92 people signed up from the following con-
gregations: 
 
 Brownsville Bush Creek 
 Frederick Grossnickle 
 Harmony Locust Grove 
 Pipe Creek Long Green Valley 
 Thurmont Welsh Run 
 Union Bridge 

����

������������	�
��
��
������

�	��������	���	��
	����
���������
��

�����
����������
����	�������	�
�
�

����	�������	�
�
����	
��



2 

 
 

����������������������


������	���
�	��������
����

sport-a-thon �
���������	
���������	
���������	
���������	
� ���	�
�	���	�
�	���	�
�	���	�
�	���� ���

at Manassas Church of the Brethren 
 

     Kids are to arrive at this marathon sporting event  
between 8-9 pm at Manassas Church.  Youth 
can bring sports equipment (basketballs, volley-
balls, 4-square balls, etc) with them to make sure 
we have them when needed (in case the ones at 
Manassas are flat or unavailable).  A sponsor 
sheet can be downloaded from the MAD Youth 
webpage for anyone wishing to make this event a 
fundraiser for NYC or other youth group activity.  
Details available on the web page 
(www.madyouth.org). 
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“Watch Out For Those Dogs”  
�

(from Philippians 3:2) will be the theme for the upcoming 
Jr. High Lock-in at Nokesville Church on April 7-8 (8p.m. 
Friday through 9:30 a.m. Saturday).   
 
More information will be forthcoming in a special mailing 
addressed to the attention of each congregation’s Jr. High 
Leaders. 
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On Sunday, March 26th Dundalk will be host-
ing Alan Patterson, Church of the Brethren musician 
and licensed minister.  The concert will begin at 2:00 
after the morning worship and a fellowship meal.  All 
churches are invited to attend all or any of the events; 
individuals are encouraged to bring a covered dish for 
the fellowship meal which will begin at noon.   

 
Alan, 27, is a singer/songwriter originally from 

Lima, Ohio but currently splits time between Tennes-
see where he working on a new album and northern 
Ohio where he volunteers at the district camp.  His 
latest CD Almost There was released in 2003 and he 
continues to write new music while working on an-
other CD. 

 
While in the area, Alan is also available for a 

concert at any church in the Mid-Atlantic district.  For 
more information on Alan, contacting him to perform 
at your church, or ordering a CD; please visit his web-
site, http://www.pattersonmusicgroup.com/ 
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 Thank you to all who are sending financial 
gifts for the Faithful Servants congregation.  Please 
communicate to your treasurer to make the checks 
payable to the Mid-Atlantic District and send them to 
the District Office at PO Box 480, New Windsor, MD 
21776-0480.  Be sure to note on the check, in the 
memo portion, “For Faithful Servants”.   
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 The Annual Conference Council, the executive 
committee for the Church of the Brethren Annual 
Conference, has given approval for the transfer of the 
Annual Conference Office from Elgin, Ill., to New Win-
dsor, Md. The new office location after Aug. 31 will be 
the New Windsor Service Center, a property of the 
Church of the Brethren General Board. 
 
 The council met Dec. 7-8, 2005, in New Win-
dsor, and gave final approval to the move in a confer-
ence call on Jan. 6, reported Conference secretary 
Fred Swartz. Also approved were a position descrip-
tion for the Annual Conference Assistant, a vacancy 
now open due to the resignation of Rose Ingold who 
held the post for six years. In other business, the 
council conducted a three-year performance review 
for the Conference's executive director Lerry Fogle, 
approved updated guidelines for exhibits and litera-
ture distribution at Annual Conference, adopted a 
budget for 2006, and received reports. 
 
 Fogle said the office relocation comes as a 
result of "personnel changes and efficiency of opera-
tion for the Annual Conference Office in a central lo-
cation." The office's new address on the New Windsor 
campus will be announced at a future date.  - 
     NEWSLINE 1/19/06 
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 The Annual Conference office is seeking an 
individual to fill the full time position of Annual Confer-
ence Assistant, with a start date of June 5, 2006. 
The Annual Conference office will be located in New 
Windsor, Maryland. 
 
Position Functions: 
Responsible for administration of the daily operation 
of the Annual Conference office, Handles communi-
cation in the conference office, Supervises part-time 
employees in the conference office, works with 
convention centers and  Program & Arrangements 
committee, establishes the onsite conference office in 
advance, creates, coordinates, edits and ships variety 
of conference materials,  coordination responsibilities 
for meal events and insight sessions. 
 
Skills and knowledge required: 
Strong administrative and office management back-

ground,  effective and pleasant communication style 
software proficiency with Windows-based applica-
tions, Word, Excel, Quark, and Page Mill,  demon-
strated high quality customer service skills, ability to 
travel to other states.  For experience, education, 
work schedule, contact Office of Human Resources at   
1-800-323-8039.  
  
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter, 
resume, application form, and three letters of refer-
ence by March 31, 2006 to the following address.  
Forms and information available from: 
 Office of Human Resources 
 1451 Dundee Avenue 
 Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
 1-800-323-8039  
 e-mail: mlgarrison_gb@brethren.org   
 
 

�+��,��-��������	� �sought for  
Western PA church camp  

 
 Looking for someone who has a vision and 
passion for camp ministry.  A professional degree or 
experience in a related field is necessary.  Experience 
in supervision and business management is required.  
Grant writing experience is a plus.   
 
Send resume to Search Committee, % Camp Har-
mony, Inc., P.O. Box 158, Hooversville, PA  15936-
0158 or e-mail searchcommittee@campharmony.org.  
Deadline is March 31, 2006. 
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Elgin, IL (January 27, 2006)  Scott Douglas has re-
signed as Director of Older Adult Ministries of the As-
sociation of Brethren Caregivers, effective June 2006.  
He joined ABC in 1998 as director of resources. 
 
Douglas is leaving ABC to begin working full-time on 
completion of a Master of Social Work degree from 
the University of Illinois at Chicago. He has been pur-
suing the degree on a part-time basis and will begin 
his full-time studies this summer.  Upon graduation in 
May 2007, Douglas plans to pursue a career in clini-
cal social work as a counseling therapist. Scott al-
ready has earned a Master of Divinity from McCor-
mick Theological Seminary in Chicago. 
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DISASTER RESPONSE UPDATE 
 
Greetings Everyone!  
We have a crew heading for Pensacola, Fl next week. 
Seven members from the Denton and Ridgely con-
gregations on the Eastern Shore are being teamed up 
with 5 members from the Frederick Church along with 
one each from Bush Creek and Glade Valley. Let us 
all pray for their safe journey there and back and an 
injury-free week of service to our God and His chil-
dren in need.  
Your next opportunity to get in on the fun will be the 
week of March 26th as the MAD District sends its 
next contingent of volunteers to Glencoe, Ohio. Five 
of you have already signed on for that trip. We have 
room for just 10 more, so make your reservations 
now.  
Next chance after that? Right back to the Gulf Region 
on July 16th. This trip is wide open so far.  
A personal note of thanks to all of you who have sent 
your support and well wishes. It is a great comfort to 
me.  
Bill Caputo, 301-845-4303 
 
 
 

TRAINING FOR  
NEW DISTRICT DISASTER  

COORDINATORS 
 
District Disaster Coordinators (DDC’s) 
or co-DDC’s - a special training session 
just for the “newbies” will be held at the New Windsor 
Conference Center on April 24-26, 2006.  Any DDC or 
co-DDC who has never been to a training is invited.  
Details soon - 
 
Also, a combined conference for all DDC’s and Dis-
trict Project Director’s (DPD’s) is being planned for 
2007. 
 

Courage to Care 
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      Calling all Peace Coordinators, Pastors, Peacemakers, Prophets,  
       and others in the wilderness....

         
  

"#��#�$#%$#�%�
Reserve the Date!   Saturday, August 26, 2006,  9:0 0 - 6:00 

  
This year the Peace & Justice Committee is co-sponsoring a retreat with Brethren Peace Fel-

lowship which is offered to all those wishing to "minister" to their home congregations and communities 
regarding important peace issues of the day but don't know how  to spread the message.   
    
  Another way of.....  

being, praying, teaching, ministering....  
What is Christ calling us to do and how???  

  
This retreat, which will not only be informational, but recreational, will help bring an understanding of how to 
best communicate the way of peace to youth and adults alike.  The setting will be at the Miller homestead 
near York, Pennsylvania.  It is a very spiritual unique place to gather for worship, fellowship, reflection, and 
recreation.  Bring the whole family!  Children are welcome! 
  
A flyer will be coming out in the next newsletter.  Each church should try to send one representative.  This is 
a great learning opportunity for a special person in your congregation who has a heart for peace and is eager 
to educate others.   
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Young Adult Conference – YAC – May 26-28, 2006, at Camp Swatara, near Harrisburg, PA, for young adults 
between the ages of 18 and 35.   
 
The theme is “Transformed”, based on Romans 12:1-8,  Registration is now open online!  Contact Emily Tyler 
at etyler_gb@brethren.org  - call 800-323-8039 x.286  or visit the Young Adult Conference website at http://
www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/yac.htm�
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Colorado State University 
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Congr 

Outreach Form A Form B 
Statistical 

Form 
Allensville  Ö  Ö      
Arlington Ö Ö Ö  Part 1/2  
Beaver Creek Ö Ö Ö  Ö   
Beaver Dam        
Bethany        
Broadfording Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Brownsville Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Bush Creek Ö Ö  Ö    
Celebration        
Columbia United Ö       
Comm. Of Joy Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö   
Denton Ö Ö Ö  Ö  
Downsville Ö Ö Ö  Ö   
Dranesville Ö Ö   Ö    Ö   
Dundalk Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Easton Ö Ö Ö  Ö   
Edgewood Ö Ö Ö  Ö  

Fahrney-Keedy Ö Ö Ö   Ö  
Fairview Ö Ö  Ö  Part 1/2  
Fellowship Ö Ö Ö  Ö   
First Baltimore Ö  Ö Ö  Part 1/3  
Flower Hill Ö Ö Ö  Ö   
Frederick  Ö  Ö    
Friendship Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Glade Valley Ö       
Good Shepherd Ö Ö  Ö    
Greenhill Ö     Ö   
Grossnickle Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Hagerstown Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Harmony Ö Ö  Ö   Ö   
Hollywood  Ö  Ö  Ö   
Johnsontown Ö Ö Ö  Ö   
Locust Grove Ö Ö    Ö     
Long Green Valley Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Long Meadow Ö  Ö  Ö   Ö    
Manassas Ö Ö Ö    
Manor      Part 1/2   
Meadow Branch Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Midland        
Moler Avenue Ö Ö  Ö    
Monocacy  Ö  Ö    
Mountain View Ö Ö  Ö    
Myersville Ö Ö  Ö    
Nokesville Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Oakton Ö Ö  Ö    
Piney Creek Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   

Pipe Creek Ö     Ö  
Pleasant Ridge Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Pleasant View Ö     Ö  
Reisterstown Ö Ö  Ö   Ö   
Ridgely Ö Ö Ö  Ö  
Sam's Creek Ö Ö Ö    
Sharpsburg        

  
Congr 

Outreach 
Form A Form B 

Statistical 
Form 

Stone Bridge  Ö  Ö    
Thurmont Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Union Bridge Ö Ö  Ö  Ö    
University Park Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Washington City  Ö  Ö  Ö  
Welsh Run Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   
Welty Ö  Ö  Ö  Ö   
Westminster Ö Ö  Ö  Ö   

Woodberry  Ö  Ö    
Woodbridge Ö Ö  Ö    
 Faithful Servants  Ö   Ö   Ö   
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March 5 --Pastor and Advocate Gathering - Shep-
herd's Spring annual gathering of Pastors and Advo-
cates will be March 5 from 2-5 pm. Information about 
programs and volunteer opportunities will be shared. 
Camp promotion posters and DVD’s will be avail-
able. We’ll finish in time to join the mortgage burning 
celebration at 5 and the simple fellowship meal after-
wards. Call Shepherd's Spring at 301-223-8193 to 
reserve your information packet.  
 
MARCH 5--Mortgage Burning  - Join with brothers 
and sisters from around the District as we celebrate 
the final payment of the development loans at Shep-
herd's Spring. MARCH 5, at 5PM.  We will begin our 
worship celebration in the gathering room and then 
move outside to burn the mortgage. After the ser-
vice, a simple fellowship meal will be available in the 
dining room. All are welcome to celebrate this mile-
stone in our life together! 
 
May 12-14--Tweet Retreat  – Join ornithologist Dave 
Eberly and biologist Doug Ruby for a trip through the 
woods in search of our feathered friends. Experi-
enced and novice bird watchers will enjoy this week-
end of bird watching at Shepherd's Spring. Partici-
pants can choose one night or two. Friends from 
Camp Swatara will join us for this event as well. 
Registration information is available from camp ad-
vocates or Shepherd's Spring.  May 12-14. 
 
June 19 --Golf Tournament  - Reserve Monday, 
June 19th for the annual Shepherd's Spring golf tour-
nament. Beaver Creek Golf Course in Hagerstown 
will host this annual gathering of great golfing fun. 
Camp advocates will have registration information or 
call the Shepherd's Spring office  301-223-8193. 
Sponsors are needed as well as golfers! 
 
Camp Leadership Needed -  Campers are coming 
– are you available to help in this ministry? Many of 
our “regulars” as counselors and directors are also 
helping with NYC, so your talents are needed. If you 
have a heart for working with children and would like 
to spend a week in the woods, please call the Shep-
herd's Spring office and we’ll match your talents to 
the appropriate age group of campers. Peace Talks 
curriculum and training is provided to help you make 
the most of your experience and theirs! Call 301-
223-8193 to register your talents! We don’t want to 
have to turn campers away because we don’t have 
enough adult leadership! 
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2006-7 Learning Tours 
The New Community Project, a Brethren-related nonprofit 
organization, has announced its line-up of Learning Tours 
for the coming year. The trips are open to all ages.  
· El Salvador/Guatemala : March 1-12   

· Guatemala : May 18-30   

· Cancer Alley (Louisiana):  May 28-31   

· Honduras : June 19-29   
See www.newcommunityproject.org or contact David Rad-
cliff (888-800-2985; dradcliff@newcommunityproject.org for 
more information.  
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 The 49-voice Bridgewater College Concert 
Choir will present a program at 7:30 PM Sunday, April 
9, at Centreville United Methodist Church.  The con-
cert is open to the public at no charge and features, in 
additon to the Concert Choir, the 24-voice Chorale 
and the student-directed Handbell Choir.  The Concert 
Choir and Chorale are directed by Dr. Jesse Hopkins , 
the Edwin L. Turner Distinguished Professor of Music 
at Bridgewater.  The choirs' repertory includes works 
from the Baroque era through contemporary classical 
music. 
 Centreville United Methodist Church, 6400 Old 
Centreville Road, is located at the intersection of Rt. 
28 and New Braddock Road in Centreville, VA.  It is 
easily accessible from I 66, Rt. 28 and Rt. 29.  For 
further information, contact Becky Jackson, Director of 
Music, at 703.830.2684 x1869 or bjack-
son@centreville-umc.org.   
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(CIR) 

Each year the CIR presents an Ecumenical Citation to 
a Church of the Brethren individual, congregation, or-

ganization or group that has demonstrated an exem-
plary example of ecumenical service and peace-
building. 
 
The 2006 Ecumenical Citation will be presented to a 
congregation.  In keeping with the goals of the Dec-
ade to Overcome Violence, we are seeking stories of 
congregations that are involved in ecumenical pro-
grams and ministries.  This includes working at inter-
faith relationships and peace-building. 
 
See attached flyer for more information.   The 
deadline for nominations is March 15, 2006. 
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2006 Workcamps will Continue the WORK of Jesus 
 
Many exciting workcamp opportunities are ready for all ages for summer of 2006, so make plans to join one! 
  Jr. High 
Ashland, OH   June 12-16 
Innisfree Village, VA  June 19-23 
New Windsor, MD  July 9-13 
Keyser, WV   July 16-20 
Indianapolis, IN   August 9-13 
 NEW Jr. High/Intergenerational 
Harrisburg, PA   August 2-6 
  Sr. High 
Kyle, SD   June 11-17 
  Young Adults 
Tijuana, Mexico   May 29-June 5 

All of these camps will focus on the theme  
Continuing the WORK of Jesus, and all will seek 
to combine work, laughter, learning and growth 
for participants of all ages.  Registration opens 
December 1st through the workcamp webpage, 
www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/workcamps/
index.html 
 
Contact Monica Rice at mrice_gb@brethren.org 
or phone 800-323-8039 x281 
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February 
 24-25  Sr Hi Sport-A-Thon, Manassas 
 27  Leadership Calling Team/Program & Arrangements, 5:30/7:00pm, District Office 

 March 
 1  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 
 5  Mortgage Burning, 5 pm, Shepherd’s Spring 
 6  Stewardship Task Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 14  Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 18  Auction Dinner, Union Bridge Church 
 20  Leadership Calling Team/Program & Arrangements, 5:30/7:00pm, District Office 
 21  Continuing Education Team, 10am, District Office 
 25  Spirituality & Congregational Life Ministry Team, 9-11am, District Office 
 25  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 27  Finance & Property Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
   Disaster Auction Committee Meeting, New Windsor 
 30  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 

April 
 17-20  Meat Canning, Ephrata, PA 
 20  Leadership Calling Team/Program & Arrangements, 5:30/7:00pm, District Office 
 24-27  Meat Canning, Ephrata, PA 
 29  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 

May 
 6  MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT AUCTION  
 10  Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4pm, District Office 
 20  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 

June 
 1  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 

August 
 19  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 
 24  Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, District Office 

September 
 14  Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm, District Office 
 23  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 

October 
 6-7  DISTRICT CONFERENCE , Manassas Church of the Brethren 
 19  Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, District Office 

November 
 5  District Re-Licensing Event, District Office 
 18  Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office 

�
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P. 49    Jeff Cole—moved to Alabama the end of January 2006 
P. 41    Lerry Fogle—new email address:  lwfogle1@msn.com 
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February 18  Chicken & Waffle Dinner 
Proceeds to benefit the Southern PA and Mid-Atlantic District Meat Canning 
Project.  Dinner is from 4-7pm at the Chambersburg Church of the Brethren.  
Call 717-264-6957 by February 10th for reservations.  Inclement weather date is February 25th. 
 
February 24-25 Sport-A-Thon 
Manassas Church of the Brethren.  See details on page 2 
 
March 5   Mortgage Burning at Shepherd’s Spring 
Event at 5pm followed by a simple meal.   
 
March 11   Establishing An Older Adult Ministry 
Leadership:  Scott Douglas, Association of Brethren Caregivers.  Westminster Church of the Brethren, $5 fee, 
contact is Pastor Twyla Rowe, 410-848-8090 or rowetd@yahoo.com.   
 
March 17-18   Women’s Retreat 
Women’s Retreat at Camp Mardela.   
 
March 18  Auction Benefit Dinner 
Union Bridge Church of the Brethren– see attached flier  
 
March 31—April 2 Roundtable 
More details to come. 
 
March 24  Bridgewater Choir at Easton 
Bridgewater College Concert Choir will be performing at the Easton Church of the Brethren, Fri-
day evening, March 24, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. This concert is co-sponsored by the Fairview and Easton 
Church of the Brethren.  For further information , please contact Steve Saulsbury at 410-822-5343 or 
Pastor Jody Gunn at 410-822-0475. 
 
April 3 - June 2 Ministry to the Bereaved 
Instructor:  Pam Linderson; 8 week online course through Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. 
Course fee is $150, registration deadline, March 3rd. Call 765-983-1824 or academy@bethanyseminary.edu  
 
April 8, 22; May 20 Deacon Events 
April 8th: Palms of Sebring - Sebring, Florida 
April 22nd: Timbercrest - N. Manchester, Indiana 
May 20th: Brethren Home Community - New Oxford, Pennsylvania 
Each event will follow the theme of "Healing Balm" and run from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. $15 fee includes lunch. 
Registration materials are available on-line at www.brethren-caregivers.org. 
 

April 17-20 and 24-27 Annual Meat Canning Event 
Ephrata, PA.  Congregations must call the District Office (410-635-8790) to reserve date and time to volun-
teer. 

10 

Upcoming Events, continued on page 11 
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April 24-26   NEW District Disaster Coordinator (DD C or co-DDC) Training 
New Windsor Conference Center. See p4 
 
May 4-7    Cross Cultural Consultation and Celebrat ion  
Lancaster Church of the Brethren in Lancaster, PA.  Register at www.brethren.org and follow the key word link to:  
Cross Cultural Ministries.  Registrations are due by mid January 2006.   
 
May 26-28   Young Adult Conference  
Young Adult Conference – YAC. Camp Swatara, near Harrisburg, PA.  See p5 

 
July 22-27   National Youth Conference -see p5 

August 26  Peace & Justice Committee/Brethren Peace  Fellowship Retreat 
9 am—6 pm near York, PA.  See p5 
  
Sept 4-8   Older Adult Conference —National Older Adult Conference will be held Sept. 
4-8, 2006, at Lake Junaluska (N.C.) Assembly. For more information about NOAC or to add your name to the 
mailing list, contact ABC at (800) 323-8039 or abc@brethren.org 
 
Sept 14   Leadership and Anxiety in the Church — 
Lombard Mennonite Peace Center will conduct this seminar at The Baptist Center in Columbia, MD.  Cost is 
$79 if registered by 8/31/06. Call 630-627-0507 or email: Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org    Website is 
www.LMPeaceCenter.org 
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Full-time General Board staff position located in Nigeria, reportable to the Executive Director of Global Mis-
sion Partnerships.  This position is the Nigeria mission team leader and primary link with leadership of the 
Nigerian church.  The preferred candidate brings seminary training and pastoral experience, ability to articu-
late the identity of the Church of the Brethren, strong administrative and communication skills, and the ability 
to learn some Hausa language. 
 
Starting date:  The position will be open the summer of 2006, preferably in June. 
Position description and application form available on request 
 
Search Process: 
Applications will be received and the search will continue until the position is filled, with an initial deadline of 
March 7, 2006 to indicate interest in exploring this opportunity 
 
Qualified candidates are invited to complete the General Board application form, submit a résumé and letter 
of application, and to request three references to send letters of recommendation to: 
   Office of Human Resources 
   Church of the Brethren General Board 
   1451 Dundee Avenue 
   Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
   Phone: 1-800-323-8039, Ext. 259 
   e-mail: mgarrison_gb@brethren.org  
 An affirmative action/equal opportunity employer 
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Sunday, February 12, marked the 9th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC).  Stan Noffsinger, general sec-
retary of the Church of the Brethren General Board, called on the Brethren "to uphold the assembly and Church of the 
Brethren participants" in prayer this Sunday and for the duration of the assembly, which takes place Feb. 14-23 in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil. 
 
The assembly, which is held every eight years, is the highest governing body of the WCC and will bring some 3,000 
Christians from around the world together for ecumenical encounter, prayer, celebration, and deliberation. 
 
Brethren attending the assembly include the Church of the Brethren delegate Jeffrey W. Carter, pastor of Manassas 
(Va.) Church of the Brethren; Annual Conference moderator Ronald Beachley and his wife, Linda; Dale Brown, profes-
sor emeritus at Bethany Theological Seminary, attending as an observer; and from the General Board staff Noffsinger, 
executive director of Global Mission Partnerships Merv Keeney, and "Messenger" editor Walt Wiltschek, who is sec-
onded to the WCC news services office to help cover the event. 
 
Among the many resources related to the assembly, this website may be most valuable: www.wcc-assembly.info  (also 
accessible at the website of the General Secretary of the General Board, www.brethren.org/genbd/GeneralSecretary/
index.htm). The website offers resources in several languages; an overview of what will happen at the assembly; issues 
and concerns to be discussed; prayers and Bible studies; news and photos; stories of transformation from churches; and 
the program and preparation documents. During the assembly the site will provide news coverage as it happens, video 
summaries, live webcasts of plenaries, and an e-news service. 
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has announced that beginning Jan. 1, 2006, the standard mileage 

rates for the use of a car (including vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be 44.5 cents per mile for 
business miles driven. 
 
This simply means that the mileage rate has decreased 4¢ to 44.5¢ a mile for all business miles 
driven after 2005 (down from 48.5¢ for the last four months of 2005). The rate for computing de-
ductible medical or moving expenses in 2006 is decreased to 18¢ a mile (down from 22¢ for the 
last four months of 2005). 
  
Pastoral agreements for 2006 should take this annou ncement into account and be revised 
accordingly. 
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