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Mid-Atlantic
District Conference
October 6-7, 2006
Manassas Church of the Brethren

Friday, October 6
Pre-Conference Clergy Workshop

Featuring
Ted and Lee

Ted and Lee will illustrate the ways in which hu-
mor can open surprising windows into familiar
biblical stories. They will reveal their unique
method of discovering new and dramatic possi-
bilities within the biblical texts. Ted and Lee will
help the preacher discover invigorating truths in
the texts for Sunday morning.

Registration before 9/15 is $35; afterwards it is
$50. Visit www.madcob.com to download a form
or call the District Office at 410-635-8790.

NEW in 2006
Children’s Activities

Children in grades 1-5 will enjoy a special
day of activities on Saturday, October 7th.
The day will include a morning field trip to
the Manassas Battlefield (which will in-
clude a discussion of alternatives for
peace), lunch at Manassas Church, and
an afternoon of games and activities at
nearby Nokesville Church. Space to sign
up for this exciting new addition to District
Conference is on the back of the Non-
Delegate Registration and Order Forms
that were mailed out to each congregation.

You can also call the District Office for
more information.

2006 Brochure
Delegate Registration
Non-Delegate Registration
Pre-Conference Clergy Workshop

All forms are available
On the district website

www.madcob.com
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Family Camp 2006

Camp Mardela in Denton, Maryland
September 1-3, 2006

This Year's Theme:
Peace Talks

For more information contact the Camp Office at 4®-2861
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Dunker Church - A Symbol of Peace in a Time of War
- Barb Miller, Administrative Asst. - Moler Ave. Church of the Brethren

The day was September 14, 1862. Sunday services must have been tense that morning as
the convergence of two powerful armies surrounded the peaceful location wherein the small Dunker
church congregation met for worship. Hostilities had been heated in this area and pressure to take
sides must have been great for this community of peace-loving believers who would soon find them-

selves in the midst of one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War.
Brother fought against brother. War had come home and the de-
sire to remain neutral must have been a difficult one for this group
of believers led by elder, David Long.

Had the sermon begun that morning when the first shots
rang out around the humble church building? Were there hymns
being sung by the congregation seated on two sides of plain
wooden benches: the men seated on the left and the women and
children seated on the right? Were there prayers to escape the
growing danger that had seemingly found itself right on the door-

........................................................................................ . step of this peacefu| Community?

..... Antietam Dunker Church in 1998 Confederate General Robert E. Lee’s Northern Virginia
Army and Union General George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac had simultaneously met on
this strategic piece of land donated to the Dunker Church by Samuel Mumma. Both armies must
have thought that the plain white building that stood in the field was only a deserted schoolhouse.
Unadorned by any religious markings, the simple whitewashed exterior lent no pretenses of being a
Sunday meeting place and had the generals known of it's actual usage, this knowledge would
doubtlessly not have changed any of the battle plans that unfolded that fateful morning.

In just a few short hours, the paths that had previously seen only the footfalls of devoted
Dunker parishioners traveling to and from church would soon be covered with shed blood. By mid-
day, over 8,000 men had been killed in the cornfield and another 4,000 in the woods north of the
church grounds. Nearby Sunken Road, also known as Bloody Lane, would give up another 5,000
lives and Burnside Bridge above Antietam Creek would yield the loss of another 3,000 men that
same afternoon. Where once church-goers had met to pray for peace, wounded soldiers now con-
verged for medical attention and makeshift gravesites. Ironically, the deadliest day in American his-
tory took place outside the walls of a congregation determined to maintain the standards of Godly
peace and humility.

Today this humble church building, rebuilt and restored to its original simplicity, stands as
part of the Antietam National Battlefield Park: in honor of not only the battle that befell it but also the
faith that withstood the outward destruction of war. How often are we like this little church building?
How frequently do we find ourselves surrounded by battles we wish not to undertake yet become
entangled in, just the same?

Join us as we celebrate our once-a-year service of our Dunker peace legacy, held in none
other than the little white-washed Dunker church building in Antietam National Park. This is the only
time the church building is opened for services throughout the year and this service is sure to stir
your heart in celebration of your early Brethren heritage. This year’s service will be held on Sunday,
September 17th at 3:00 P.M. , just a few short days after the anniversary of the Battle of Antietam.
Leonard Smith , of the Broadfording Church of the Brethren will be preaching. All participants in the
service are encouraged to dress in authentic Brethren garb.

“Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.” - Psalm 34: 14. May we, as mem-
bers of the Brethren community, strive to live up to these standards. May we, like the Dunker church
itself, remain symbols of peace in a time of war.
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Historic Saur Bible

As churches in our District begin preparing to bede the 300 anniversary of our denomination’s beginning
in 1708, several Saur Bibles will travel from chuto church in the Mid-Atlantic District. Theseigaohs

were printed in 1763 and 1776 by a colonial Bretteller at Germantown, PA. The 1776 edition wasexn

a short distance from where the Declaration of prethelence was signed. The Saur Bible has earndichitse
place in the history of American printing and aggkplace in the history of our denomination.

A DVD has been created to accompany the Biblesffdts a biography of the printer, interviews wihreth-
ren scholars; a colonial Brethren hymn, aids taihgaod in the Bible, and testimonies on the Bglmpor-
tance by contemporary Brethren. The DVD ends wifitactical challenge on how one can grow spitigual
by making the Bible more important in his or hée.li

The guiding purpose for creating this resourceldsss to:

1. encourage Brethren to become faithful readetBeBible, increasing their appreciation, studgt an
application of it;

2. acquaint them with Christopher Saur, Jr., amialBrethren printer, and our biblical heritage;

3. create a spirit of unity and renewal as thediiag Saur Bible links us with those of the pad aith each
other.

The DVD may be used before, during or after thddBdmmes to a church. It has been tested in deh@n

Atlantic churches. Among the responses from tlobsgches were: “Excellent.”; “Glad my grandson tgot
join me in learning more about the church.”; “Thamk for offering this.”; “This was a meaningfulistual

experience.”; “You should offer this to other dists.” Parts of the DVD will be used at NOAC tlymsar.

The Saur Bibles will be on display for two weeksach Area of the District. Pastors will soon reea
packet with the DVD, suggestions on how to useadastielpfully, and information about when it wik In
their Area. They will then have a chance to scieed Saur Bible Visit.

This event is being sponsored by the Spiritualitgt Eongregational Life Ministry Team of the Mid-Atitic

District. There will be a booth at District Condeice where you can see a Saur Bible and get aualitielp

in making this a meaningful event for your chutare information about the DVD and the Saur Bild@ c
also be seen on a web sievw.biblevisit.com

Those who created this Bible Visit event have @it in the spirit expressed in a motto that humtipe Saur
printing shop:
“TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND MY NEIGHBOR'’S GOOD.”

Members of the planning committee are:
Chris Blouch, James Funkhouser,

Al and Margaret Huston,

Jerry Anne Kines, Beth Nolen,

Craig Stutzman



Annual Conference Anniversary Committee News

Sauer Bible Tour and Prayer Pilgrimage

One exciting project going on is the effort of Aliston in his willingness to share his copy of
a Sauer Bible with the church. The Sauer pressawassately owned printing business among the
colonial Brethren. Christopher Sauer Jr. was astenin the Germantown congregation. From now
until Annual Conference 2008, Al is willing to visChurch of the Brethren congregations across the
country, bringing the Sauer Bible and engagingycegations in intercessory prayer for the church.
Our committee endorses this work and encouragesoyoontact Al aglhuston1@juno.corar visit
www.biblevisit.com

What Districts Are Doing

It is our hope that sharing events and plans with @nother will stir interest as we approach 200&re are many
possibilities: art and essay contests, conversaidout vision/mission, service projects, birthdasties, or maybe
tours of historical sights in your area. As digiand congregations plan celebrations and otlitas, we would like
to know about them so they can be posted on ousiteednd mentioned in a future email newslettangBy describe
your event, its location, and the date/time/pldg®u are inviting others to participate.

Mid-Atlantic and Pacific-Southwest are planningri@me anniversary committees at their district boaeebt-
ings in August. Northern Plains and Michigan wel@nping to name committees back in April. Once ndniichi-
gan’s committee plans to meet for the first timéirgust.

Northern Ohio has formed a committee and is aldangutogether a youth heritage presentation grdue
district executive minister, John Ballenger mengidmumerous individuals from the history in Ohionfrwhose minis
tries the district plans to learn.

The historical committee for Southern Ohio willdlit take the responsibility for the anniversary arlation,
and plan a series of events. They may also makefubke heritage center in Brookville.

Missouri/Arkansas is developing an emphasis ardtod/ can we give back to Jesus in light of what hée
done for us?” Their Witness and Nurture Commissitmgether have taken that responsibility. Thegridtto have
suggestion box for anniversary ideas at this yalissict conference.

Northern Indiana intends to use the anniversarynéhat district conference in '07 with a celebrationthe
spring of '08.

The Atlantic-Northeast Committee has had at leastdcommittee meetings, and has compiled a listrainb
stormed ideas that they are looking at.

Southern Pennsylvania has also had a couple meetimd)jis developing ideas including plans for @istton-
ference of '07.

Important Reminder:
Please have those who are planning tours to Germa&2B08 contact us so information can be incluoledhe website.

Annual Conference at Des Moines 2006
The anniversary committee was busy at conferdmnseg/éar. Their oral report took place on Sundanew.

An insight session that presented information &atgr detail was attended by around 50 peopleadtalso our secong
year to have a booth in the exhibit hall. In additto many pages of information and the websita taptop, confer-
ence-goers were able to help themselves to 63 paid&M’s. It was discovered that the sweet tothdency is a
place of common ground for Brethren.

For more detailed information about annigeysactivity at Des Moines, you might gottip://www.brethren.org/
AC2006/SundayFeature.htmhAlso, don'’t forget to check our website atww.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org

Thank you for your time and attention.
Dean Garrett
3198 St. Rt. 503 S.
West Alexandria, Ohio 45381
garet_poplrgrv@yahoo.com
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August
19
24

28
29

September
14
16-17
23
27

October
6
6-7
10
19

November
5
8
18

December
12

Leadership Team, 8-3, District Office
Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, DdtOffice

Finance & Property Ministry Team, 5:30pm, Disti@ffice
Continuing Education Team, 10am, District Office

Calling & Credentialing Ministry Team, 6:30pm,dhict Office

Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren, 50th Anmsawy

Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office

Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4fistrict Office

Pre-Conference Clergy Workshop with Ted and Leenddaas Church
DISTRICT CONFERENCE , Manassas Church of the Brethren
Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, Didt@ffice

Ministry Interview Task Team, planning, 10am, OctOffice

District Re-Licensing Event, District Office
Church Extension & Evangelism Ministry Team, 1-4istrict Office
Leadership Team, 9-4, District Office

Outreach & Service Ministry Team, 6:30pm, Didt@ffice
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August 26 Courageous Peacemaking Retreat
Spring Grove, PA. Call 410-775-2254 or 302-698-6471 for information or to register.

Sept 4-8 National Older Adult Conference  (NOAC)
Lake Junaluska (N.C.) Assembly. Call 800-323-8039 or abc@brethren.org

Sept 14 Leadership and Anxiety in the Church
Location: The Baptist Center in Columbia, MD. Sponsored by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. Cost is $79 if reg-
istered by 8/31/06. Call 630-627-0507 or email: Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org Website is www.LMPeaceCenter.org

September 16-17 Good Shepherd 50th Anniversary
Good Shepherd Church of the Brethren. Saturday Fellowship and meal from 5:30—8:00pm. Sunday Worship at 11am,
Lunch at noon and Program at 2pm. Call 301-946-6000 with any questions.

September 17th Little Dunker Church, Antietam Batt  lefield in Sharpsburg
Leonard Smith, of the Broadfording Church of the Brethren will be preaching at 3:00 pm . All participants in the service
are encouraged to dress in authentic Brethren garb. See Page 13 for more information.

Sept 18-Nov 11 Introduction to the Old Testament
Eight week, online course. Instructor, Craig Gandy, through Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. Registration
deadline is August 18th. Course fee $150. Call 765-983-1824 or email academy@bethanyseminary.edu.

Sept 22-24 Move in Our Midst—A TRIM Course on Wors  hip
Juniata College, Huntingdon, PA. Instructor: Andy Murray. Open to TRIM and EFSM, lay person and pastors. Register
by calling SVMC 717-361-1450 or call the District Office, 410-635-8790, for a brochure.

Sept 25-27 Healthy Congregations Facilitator Train  ing Institute
Location: Schaumburg, lllinois Sponsored by the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. Call 630-627-0507 or email:
Admin@LMPeaceCenter.org Website is www.LMPeaceCenter.org

Sept 28-30 Vocation and the Vital Church

Location: Evanston, lllinois. Exploring the dynamic connections among congregational vitality, strong practices of Chris-
tian vocation and calling a new generation of leaders for the church. Sponsored by The Fund for Theological Education
(FTE) - Call Kevin Spears at 404-727-1458 or kspears@thefund.org for more information.

Sept 29-30 Today’'s Church “Outside the Box”

Location: Conemaugh CoB, Johnstown, PA. Presenter: Craig Sider, Bishop of Atlantic & Southeast Conferences, Breth-
ren in Christ Church. What is your church willing to risk for the sake of mission? Contact Western PA District Office for
more information at 814-479-7058.

October 5-8 Growing Healthy Disciples: Contemporar  y Challenges-NT Strategies

Course will begin at 7pm on Thursday and end Sunday at 2pm at Frostburg Church of the Brethren, Frostburg, MD.
Instructor, Bob Krouse, through Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. Registration deadline is Sept 12th.
Course fee $150. Call 765-983-1824 or email academy@bethanyseminary.edu.

October 6 Pre-Conference Clergy Workshop
Ted and Lee, Manassas Church of the Brethren, 9:30am—4:30pm. Brochure/registration form at www.madcob.com or
call the District Office at 410-635-8790.

October 8-10 Revival at Pipe Creek
Speaker is Larry Dentler from Bermudian Springs CoB in PA. Services are 7:30pm, Sunday at 10:30am. 410-775-7343.

November 27-30 NeXT Generation Stewardship, 2006 Le adership Conference
Location: TradeWinds Island Grand Resort in St. Pete Beach, Florida; Sponsored by Ecumenical Stewardship Center.
Check their site www.stewardshipresources.org for updates, on-line registration and full information.
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COMPUTER TIP: Get in
the habit of regularly defrag-

> menting your computer. |f
b % you use Windows, click on
! Programs selectAccessorieg
and thenSystem Toolsthen
select the disk defragmentor

2007 Salary Guidelinesvere
mailed to all pastors and

Board Chairs on Monday July
24th. Please be sure to contact |
the District Office if you have §
not received your copy.
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