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DISTRICT CONFERENCE 2007 

 
 The Mid-Atlantic District conference is just four short months away, so mark your 
calendars, be sure to register to attend, and bring someone with you who has never attended 
before! All Church of the Brethren members and friends are invited to join us on October 5-6 
at the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren for our 2007 conference.  
 
 In 2006, at our conference at the Manassas Church of the Brethren, we celebrated our 

“One Faith, One Life Together.”  Based on your positive feedback on the success of our new format for conducting busi-
ness, the District’s Program & Arrangements Task Team has been working with Hagerstown to organize the 2007 meet-
ing.  We will use our time together to not only conduct the business of our District, but to worship and socialize with one 
another as we reflect on our conference theme, “Be Still and Know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10) 
 
 This year’s conference will begin with worship on Friday evening at 8:00 p.m., with a message from Dawn Ot-
toni-Wilhelm, Associate Professor of Preaching and Worship at Bethany Theological Seminary.  On Saturday, we will 
begin at 8:30 a.m. and will use the time in the morning to introduce business items for your review, to answer questions 
and clarify the issues, and to build consen-
sus. As we did last year, in the afternoon we 
will make decisions regarding the business.  
Before and after our lunch hour, we will 
offer 11workshops that include diverse top-
ics such as Silence and Spiritual Direction; 
ABCs of Life Planning; Spiritual, Emo-
tional, and Legal Aspects of Gun Violence; 
and Leading Congregational Singing. 
 
 Our conference provides a wonder-
ful opportunity to greet old friends and 
make new ones.  This time of work, fellow-
ship, and worship serves to strengthen not 
only our relationships with our brothers and 
sisters, but our relationship with our Lord.  
In the days leading up to our conference, as 
well as during our time together on October 
5-6, I invite you to “Be still and know that I 
am God.” (Psalm 46:10) 
 
   Gretchen Zience 
   Moderator 
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2007 National Workcamps  -  Mid-Atlantic District involvement  
 
The following people from the Mid-Atlantic District have chosen to spend a week of their summer in service 
to others through participation in the 2007 National Workcamps.  Please hold these work-
ers in prayer as they prepare to leave, travel, work and return. 
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CONGREGATION    

Broadfording Sally Bare Kyle Buckholtz Sharon Reese 

 Jason Bare Kyrstin Colliflower Kelsi Sines 

 Ashley Burger Joshua Hoffman  Virginia Weyant 

 Chris Rowland   

Dranesville Bryan Kozak   

Frederick Franki Trout Darren Leu Brittany Bass 

 Ben Brooks Chelsea VanBuskirk Joy Bowman 

Grossnickle Donna Ritchey Martin Amanda Grossnickle Dan Hughes 

 Chelsea Spade Bryan Gaver Carl Jouannet 

 

Gregory Reese 

Brittainy Yeakle 

Kenny “Buddy” Bare 

 

 

Amy Messler 

Olivia Amorati 

Kenny Klipp, III 

Linda Grossnickel 

 Meghan Hughes Carrie Spade   

Harmony Sarah Reed Wesley Wiser   

Manassas Kate Weimer Justin Dommer Joshua Rigney Diana Kline 

 Virginia Baisden Kristine Harner Margaret Bowman Mark Bowman 

 Kelly Krouse Brooke Szklennik Madison Geisler Aaron Akers 

 Samantha Kline Kevin Weachter Lindsay Kline Lynn Kline 

 Peter Bowman Nancy Fitzgerald Shelley Weachter  

Midland Cameron Frasca    

Nokesville Benjamin Funkhouser Ravi Rajoo Earle Berge Charlotte Bear 

 David Deemer Kelsey Nelson Anita Vigil  

Oakton Melissa Bowman Jacob Bowman Emily Bridenbaugh  

Union Bridge Miriah Taylor Trail Erika Mastalerz Amanda Smith Abigail Smith 

 Barbara Dickason Sean Dickason Scott Yingling Rebecca House 

 Zachary Hughes Amanda Wivell Jamie Alban Bethany Offutt 

 Carissa Doody Emily Benedict   

Westminster Blair Darsch Michael Reuschling Drew Hubble Ashley Cavanaugh 
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August 31 – Family Camp 
 
Sept. 2  Get out of the bumper to bumper traffic and enjoy a relaxing weekend of camp- 
  ing and spiritual growth with your entire family.  Activities for all ages. 
 
Sept. 12 Apple Sauce Making Day 
  One of the most fun Sr. Citizen activities around.  Join us as we peel, slice,  
  cook, and strain enough apples to make applesauce for the Camp Supper and  
  next year’s summer camps! 
 
Sept. 15 Camp Supper 
  Come enjoy an evening of outstanding food and fellowship during one of Camp  
  Mardela’s largest fundraisers. 
 
Oct. 14-19 5th Annual Volunteer Work Camp 
  Come share your time & talents w/friends as we work on various projects at the  
  camp.  This week is free in exchange for your willingness to work 
 
Oct. 20  Camp Benefit Auction   

     Plan to spend your day bidding on the many dinners, services, & other hidden 
     treasures at this annual fundraiser.  Breakfast & lunch are provided. 
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Road Paving completion 
The pavers have been busy here the end of May and beginning of June. With just a bit more finishing work, 
the road paving project will be complete. Campers and their families will have a dust free welcome to Shep-
herd's Spring! Thank you for all the generous support of this project! 
 
With this wonderful new smooth surface also comes a concern for the speeds at which we live our lives. 
Please come to visit, and please remember to slow down as you travel the lane – although the dust is gone, 
the deer, wild turkeys and other wildlife still find this a safe haven. Remember to slow down and smell the 
roses (or honeysuckle this month) as you enter Shepherd's Spring! 
 
 

Heifer Global Village at Shepherd's Spring 
Shepherd's Spring application for a Heifer Global Village is slated to be presented at a meeting of Heifer 
management in July. Much work has already been done, in laying out the site, selecting countries to be rep-
resented, initiating conversations with local building authorities, and the process of fundraising for this pro-
ject. 
 
As the agreement between Heifer, International and Shepherd's Spring enters its final stages, more volunteer 
hours will be needed to create this learning environment. A committee has been formed to help with the 
processes involved. Openings are available for planners to help in the initial process.  Later on, volunteers 
will be welcomed to help with additional clearing and construction of each site. And then, more volunteers 
will be needed to help implement the programs!  So, opportunities for many!! 
 
Groundbreaking for the Heifer Global Village at Shepherd's Spring is planned during the Open House on 
September 30.  Bring your friends and family to enjoy an afternoon at Shepherd's Spring and learn more 
about this new project! 
 
 

Greenhouse Goodies 
Thanks to Garden Dave, as he has affectionately become known, the greenhouse is producing delicious pro-
duce ahead of schedule!  The first lettuce was cut this week and Shepherd's Spring guests enjoyed every 
fresh mouthful !   Campers will have an opportunity to help with tasks in the garden as well as sampling the 
goodness of fresh picked produce! 
 
Campers will again be helping to process our “worm dirt”. So, if you’re in need of some good fertilizer, give 
us a call. A one quart bag of fully organic fertilizer mix (worm tea brew) is only $2. 
 
 

Summer Campers Are Coming 
Nearly 250 campers are now registered at Shepherd's Spring! We are desperately in need of nursing staff for 
the week of July 15.  If you are an RN or LPN and have a day or two or the entire week you’d like to share, 
please give us a call – 301-223-8193.  Summer staff arrive June 10 for two weeks of training before campers 
join us. 
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CHURCH'S DISASTER RESPONSE PROGRAMS  
ARE RENAMED 
 
(Elgin, Ill.) -- New names have been chosen for three  
 disaster response programs of the Church of the Brethren Gen-
eral Board: Emergency Response, Disaster Child Care, and Ser-
vice  Ministries. 
 
      --"Brethren Disaster Ministries" is the new name for the  
 Emergency Response program that encompasses the Brethren 
Disaster  Response rebuilding ministry. 
 
      --Disaster Child Care is being renamed "Children's Disaster  
 Services." 
 
      --Service Ministries is returning to a former name, "Material  
 Resources." 
 
      For some time, staff of the General Board have been discussing  changing the names of the programs for several rea-
sons. The names have not readily identified the programs as Brethren, and have not accurately identified what the pro-
grams do, staff said. The new names more adequately reflect the identity and mission of the church's disaster response 
work. 
 
      The name of Disaster Child Care, for example, seemed "to carry the connotation of a babysitting service rather than 
helping children cope following disasters," said a memo that has been distributed to announce the name change to child 
care volunteers. The new name,  "Children's Disaster Services," encompasses the program's expanding services. 
 
      Slight modifications are being made to the logos of the programs, as well. The new names and logos will be dis-
played at the 2007 Church  of the Brethren Annual Conference. 
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Mid-Atlantic District  -   
Disaster Response  

Update 
 
 

Week-Jun 24...Frederick Only 
Week -July 22...Beaver Creek Only 
Week -July 29...Community of Joy Only 
Week- Sep 23...Grossnickle Only 
Week- Oct 14...open call 
Week- Dec 2...open call 

 
Columbia United Christian Church 
 
 Columbia United Christian Church—a congregation of the Church of the 
Brethren, The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and The United Church of 
Christ in Columbia, MD—has received the 2007 Community Dignity Award of 
ARC—The Association for Retarded Citizens. 
 
 The award was given “For significant contributions to the dignity of persons with developmental dis-
abilities and promoting their inclusion in the community to lead meaningful lives”.  Columbia United Chris-
tian Church is an Open and Affirming/Just Peace/Still Speaking Church.. 
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Thank you to everyone who has continued to pray for my health and for my family during 
the recent death of my father-in-law. Your cards and calls have been so encouraging to 
us.  I want to give you an update - Results from a recent follow-up PET scan show that 
there is no cancer showing up in my body.  Praise God for such a powerful answer to 
prayer—and thank you for your faithfulness to pray! 
         Terri Meushaw 
 
“Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.  So I will bless 
you as long as I live; I will lift up my hands and call on your name.”  Psalm 63:3-4 NRSV 
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Position  
Openings 
 
Church of the Brethren  
General Board 
 
MANAGING EDITOR,  
BRETHREN PRESS 
 
Full-time position reportable to the Executive Direc-
tor and Publisher of Brethren Press. 
 
Location: Elgin, Illinois.  
Position description & application available  
on request. 
 
Application deadline: August 15, 2007 
 
Qualified candidates are invited to complete the 
General Board application form, submit a résumé 
and letter of application, and to request three refer-
ences to send letters of recommendation to:  

 
Office of Human Resources 
Church of the Brethren General Board 
1451 Dundee Avenue 
Elgin, IL 60120-1694 
Phone: 1-800-323-8039, Ext. 258; E-mail: 
kkrog_gb@brethren.org 
 
  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF  
CHILDREN'S DISASTER SERVICES  
 
 This newly created, full-time, salaried posi-
tion provides oversight and administration of Chil-
dren's Disaster Services for the Church of the Breth-
ren General Board.  
 
 Located in New Windsor, MD, this individ-
ual will be responsible for insuring program growth, 
while expanding Church of the Brethren, ecumeni-
cal and secular relationships that enhance respond-
ing to children impacted by disaster.  This position 
works closely with the director of Brethren Disaster 
Ministries on program development, volunteer de-
ployment and training.  
 
 Required experience in: disaster response; 
making effective presentations or adult education; 
management of staff or volunteers; working directly 
with at-risk children (i.e. teaching, counseling, pro-
viding programs).  Related undergraduate degree 
required, advanced degree preferred. Some travel is 
required.  
 
 Application deadline is July 15, 2007.  
 
Candidates should send a cover letter and resume to:  
Office of Human Resources  
Brethren Service Center  
500 Main Street Box 188  
New Windsor, MD 21776 
  
fax 410-635-8789  
email jmcgrath_gb@brethren.org 
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Plan now to attend the kick-off event of the year... 
Sr. High Beach Retreat at Cape Henlopen State Park in Lewes, Delaware 

September 21-23, 2007 
 
 

Who? - Senior high youth, classes 2007 (this year’s grads) thru 2011 (incoming freshmen) and their 
advisors - ratio recommended per church is 1 "mature" adviser/chaperone per 6 youth (negotiable). 
 
Cost - $40 by July 9; $50 by August 6; $55 by September 1. You arrange your own transportation 
(preferably as a church group). Our money will not be refunded in the event that a hurricane closes down 
the park (their rules). Our plan, barring a hurricane, is to go ahead with the retreat, rain or shine. 
 
Accommodations - barracks style housing, with 15 beds per room. Each person should bring their own 
linens or sleeping bag, as well as beach “things” (modesty, please). The facility is within walking distance of 
the beach on the ocean side, and the pier on the Bay side. There are many hiking and biking trails within the 
park. A kitchen is provided, but no cook, so we will prepare the menu and be our own cooks. 
 
Arrival - Friday evening or Saturday morning - the price would remain the same. You would need to tell us in 
advance when to expect you. Check-out time from the housing area is 11 am on Sunday, but departure time 
from the park itself may be later. Schedule has not yet been determined. By the way, parking in the youth 
camp area itself is limited and we are limited to 3 parking passes per 15 people. Advisors, please indicate 
on the top of your registration form how many vehic le passes you will need for your group… carpool as 
much as possible to ensure we have enough passes (i f you do not have a pass, you’ll need to pay the 
park entrance fee at the gate when you come in). 
 
Program  - Leadership is still being discussed for this weekend. We’ll have a worship service, as well as 
vespers/devotion times each day. There will be plenty of free time to enjoy the ocean, beach, trails, and 
other recreation possibilities within the park - without leaving it for the duration of the retreat. More 
details will be on the MADYouth web site as 
they become available. Feel free to ask us 
questions or make 
suggestions. 
 
 
 
Directions to Cape Henlopen State Park: 
 
42 Henlopen Drive, Lewes, DE 19958 
 
Rt 50 East, across the Bay Bridge (for those 
coming from the West), to Rt 404 East toward 
Denton. Continue on Rt 404 into Delaware 
towards Bridgeville/Georgetown/Lewes. (Rt. 
404 joins Rt 18 East towards Georgetown af-
ter 
Bridgeville.) From Georgetown, stay on Rt. 
404/Rt 9 toward Lewes to Cape Henlopen 
State Park entrance (you’ll cross over Rt. 1). 
Park entrance is just past the Ferry. Follow 
signs to Youth camp II (you can get turn-by-
turn directions on the www.madyouth.org web-
page. 
 
Alternate directions (smaller road, but much less traffic): From Rt. 404, after you get through Denton, turn left onto Rt. 16 
East. Follow Rt. 16 all the way to Rt 1 South. Turn right onto Rt. 1 South and follow to Rt. 9 (look for the Cape 
Henlopen State Park and Lewes-Cape May Ferry signs.�
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Senior High Beach Retreat at Henelopen, DE 
Fri-Sun., September 21-23, 2007 

 
REGISTRATION FORM 

 
Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ _______________________________ 

Phone _______________________  Congregation _______ ______________________________ 

Male _____    Female ________  Sr. High Advisor ___ ________________________________ 

Grade _______________________ Email Address _______ ______________________________ 

Special Needs: ____________________________________ _________________________________ 

 

MEDICAL RELEASE FORM  
We (I), the undersigned, give our (my) permission for our (my) child,_____________ , to attend and participate 
in activities for Senior High Youth on September 21-23, 2007, sponsored by the Mid-Atlantic District Church 
of the Brethren. We (I) authorize an adult in whose care our (my) child has been entrusted, to consent to any 
necessary medical diagnosis, treatment, or hospital care. 
 
Medical Insurance Co. ____________________________    Policy No. ______________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________________________ 
(participant signature if over age 18) 

Emergency Contact _________________________________ ________________________________ 
Emergency Phone No. _______________________________________________________________ 

 
 AFTER LABOR DAY, THE STATE PARK DOES NOT EMPLOY A LIFEGUARD. Because of the lack of 
a lifeguard, we need your consent for your daughter or son to swim in the ocean, even if she or he is 18 years of 
age or older. Please read over the Consent Statement below. If each youth does not have a signed consent 
form, we will not let him or her swim in the ocean. We will consider your son or daughter’s safety a high 
priority and act appropriately. Previously we did restrict the group to just wading for a portion of the time, 
due to rough waves. 
 
CONSENT STATEMENT 
I hereby grant permission for my son/daughter, __________________ , to swim in the ocean. I understand that 
there will be no official lifeguard provided by Cape Henlopen State Park, and that my daughter/son will be 
swimming at her/his own risk. Likewise, I understand that although the district youth cabinet is taking 
precautions to provide proper supervision, it is impossible to guarantee absolute safety. I recognize that my 
son/daughter shares responsibility for his/her safety, and I have instructed her/him to pay attention to and 
abide by the rules, regulations, and procedures of the facility for the safety of all. 
 
I hereby accept the risk and danger of my son/daughter swimming on an officially unguarded ocean beach, and 
waive any claim that may arise against Cape Henlopen State Park, or the Mid-Atlantic District of the Church of 
the Brethren and/or its representatives as a result. 
 
Parent/Guardian signature ________________________________________  Date ____________________ 
 

Registration deadlines: 
Registration postmarked by July 9: $40.00; Aug 6: $ 55.00; postmarked by Sept 1: $55.00 
Send forms and payment (to MAD Youth) to: Jan Walke r, 14746 Peddicord Rd., Mt. Airy, MD 21771  
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July 
 23  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 

August 
 4  Heritage Day, 9am—3pm, Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village 
 16  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 18  Leadership Team Meeting, District Office 
 21  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
 25  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 27  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1-3pm, District Office 
 30  Calling & Credentialing MT, 6pm, District Office 

September 
 13  Continuing Education TT, 10am, District Office 
� 15  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office�
� 17  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office�
October 
 2  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
� 5-6� � �����������	
���	����
����������������������������� ����
� 18  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 29  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1-3pm, District Office 

November 
 4  Re-Licensing Event, District Office 
 10  Leadership Team Meeting, District Office 
 15  Continuing Education TT, 10am, District Office 
  
 
 
 
 
DIRECTORY UPDATES 
 
P4 Shepherd’s Spring email:  ACornell@hughes.net 
P28 Manassas email change:  manassas@manassasbrethren.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Bethany Theological Seminary 
 
The Bethany Theological Seminary Board of Trustees has called Ruthann Knechel Johansen of Granger,  
Indiana, as president beginning July 1, 2007.  Dr. Johansen has served as adjunct faculty at Bethany Seminary 
and has been a visiting scholar at Harvard Divinity School (1992-93) and Princeton Theological Seminary 
(1983-84).     
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The Youth Heritage Teams  
are here! 

 
 In 1708, Alexander Mack and seven others risked their security and safety by go-
ing to the Eder River to be re-baptized as adults and begin a new church. The Church of the Brethren was 
born. Next year we will celebrate the 300th anniversary of those historic steps. 
 
 An exciting piece of that anniversary celebration is the commissioning of Youth Heritage Teams. Each 
district was invited to call out two youth for this responsibility. Our district called Mycal Gresh and Franki 
Trout.  
 
 Their call began with a trip to the General Offices in Elgin, Ill., where they attended an intensive train-
ing event April 13-15. Their time there included learning more about our heritage as Brethren, leadership 
skills, and how to effectively communicate with congregations in worship and workshop settings. 
 
 Now they are ready to come and visit your church sometime in the next year,  until June 2008. Our 
youth team can provide a worship service, lead a Brethren heritage discussion or share in small group settings.  
How can you schedule this team?  You may contact Terri Meushaw at 410-635-8790. 
 
 Be part of the celebration! Call the District Office today to get your first choice of dates for a visit. 


