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MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN

together

MARCH 2008
CAMP 2008 DSTRICT CONFERENCE
MARDELA BUSINESSITEM
e APPRECIATION
DAY Camp Mardela

Incorporation Informational Meeting

April 19"

University Park Church of the Brethren
When: Sunday, April 27 6:30 p.m.

Where: Camp Mardela pavilion
Please join us at this important meeting

Activities will begin at 3 p.m. It will be interactive

. a presentation and a time . &, ,
A program featuring ?

The History of Camp Mardela
followed by
A Picnic Dinner

guestions

This is a free event!

Join us as we celebrate
our 60" birthday!




In Concert~ The Manchester College Chamber Singers & Jazz Ban(

The Long Green Valley Church invites you to thisgpl event on Sunday, March 30, 2008

Worship begins at 10am, Sunday School at 11:10dowfed by a covered dish. Concert begins at 1:30p.m

Long Green Valley Church of the Brethren is locaaed800 Long Green Road, Glen Arm, MD 21057
(contact the church for directions and more infd H2-592-9300 omwww.lgvcob.org)

On Friday evening, March 28th, Manchester SingeBafd will be in concert at the Oakton Church @& th
Brethren, Vienna, VA www.oaktonbrethren.org

Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village in Boonsboro is annong a revised mission statemer
to reflect its philosophy of care. The statemenWg are committed to enhancing the li
of seniors through caring quality service.

Fahrney-Keedy was established in 1905 with a ddfietion to the Church of the Brethren and
maintains the Brethren philosophy of dedicated @rdpassionate care of one another.

“The statement is a guide for employees, volunteerd constituents to live by as we conduct our
ministry of providing quality long-term care to $ers,” said Jay Shell, president/CEO. “It is prutfm us to
review our mission statement periodically to asshat it continues to reflect our goals in a coassay. We
want it to be easy to remember and easy to comratenio others.”

Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village, a continuing caréreshent community, is on Route 66 several milestwe

of Boonsboro. With 190 full- and part-time emplegét serves a resident population of almost 200 &ro
and men in independent living (apartments and getfp assisted living and long- and short-termingrs
care.
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Shepherd's Spring

SECOND SATURDAYS

Join Naturalist Vanessa from Camp Highroads asxptee God'’s creation in the form of ephemeral wild
flowers along our trails on Saturday, April 12 fr@ilam. We'll stop for worship at the Spring aede-
brate spring! Please come prepared to enjoy whiateeather comes that day! No charge, but pleaseslet
know you're coming!

SOUNDS OF SPRING
Come enjoy Spring with great Chicken Barbeque, 8ddeans, slaw, scrumptious cookies and great music.
April 27, 2008 2:30 pm Guidedltffower Walk

Music Entertainment 4-6 pm Chicken BarBQved

3 pm — Living Water

3:45 pm - Janet Fink

4 pm - Gospel Travelers

5 pm - Celebration Ringers

5:45 pm - Joyful Noise

Tickets are $10. Proceeds will be used to helpspaymer camp costs and to help with constructichef
Heifer Global Village

TWEET RETREAT

Calling all birdwatchers — any age, any level gbexence. A great overnight of fun and learningh Xpe-
cialists Chris Eberly and Doug Ruby as we explbeerhigrating and resident birds of Shepherd’s $piite-
serve May 16-17 to join us and learn more aboufeathered friends. Hone your skills or let Doud &hris
teach you some new ones as we identify Jays, QridM@odthrush and many more. Call 301-2223-8193a for
registration form.

SUMMER CAMP SCHEDULE
Volunteer Nurses, Counselors and Directors allensteded for the summer camp program! We are also
looking for donations of crayons, markers and amcsibn paper.

Junel3-14 Volunteer counselor Training

June 15 Adopt a Staffer

June 19-20 CIT training (all CIT’s must attend)
June 22-27 Youth Camp

June 23-27 Day camp"f4™ grade)

June 29-July 2 Mini Camp
June 29-July3  SAMY ( 8-1ograde)

July 6-11 Middler 6/7
Jr. Wild | (4-8' grade)

July18-19 Big and Small

July 20-25 Junior 3/5 |

July21-25 Day camp (4%grade)

July 27-Aug 1 Middler MADness - this camp islful
Junior 3/5 1l

July 28-30 Grand camp

Aug 3-8 Middler 7/8

Jr. Wild Il (4-8 grade)
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On Earth Peace An agency of the Church of the Brethren helpinggtedaliscern the things that make for peace
P. O. Box 188, New Windsor, MD 21776 * 410-635-8704 « www.onearthpeace.org ¢
oepa_oepa@brethren.org Focusing on the peace & reconciliation ministriégtee church.

Living Peace Church News & Notes

When Homes Need Healing

| am one of those TV-generation kids who was boie 1950’s. Family life was portrayed by
the Cleavers and the Waltons and the Ricardosteni¢lsons. Crises were resolved in conveniertlytror
sixty-minute segments.

Most of us realize that family conflicts are rgre¢solved in minutes or hours. Even the members
of Jesus’ family needed years to understand Hisieliwork and mission (John 7:5). Here are some
things | have tried to remember when dealing wittkbnness in my own family circle:

NAME IT. Itis very important to acknowledge conflict wheémccurs. Don’'t waste precious physical,
emotional, and spiritual energy pretending thatablem doesn’t exist.

FRAME IT. Identify the individuals and issues involved. Thadkout helpful resources and strategies.
Ask for help from those who “...will be called reyga(s) of broken walls, restorer(s) of streetshwit
dwellings” (Isaiah 58:12).

CLAIM IT. Own your part in the conflict and its resolutiorotYcannot be responsible for others’ actio
but you are responsible for yours. “If it is possjlas far as it depends on you, live at peace svidry-
one” (Romans 12:18).

| invite you to receive these words in the naméefOne who said, “Whoever does God’s will is my
brother and sister and mother” (Mark 3:4).

~ Bernie Fuska pastor, Timberville (VA) Church of the Brethren




Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership

In response to the July 2007 acceptance by AnnoiafeCence of the Intercultural Study Committeefsore
on "Becoming a Multi-Ethnic Church," the Brethrenadlemy for Ministerial Leadership is pleased t@off
the following course:

"Intercultural Competence: Key Skills in a Multicul tural World"

Dr. Darla Kay Bowman Deardorff, Instructor, is tBrecutive Director of the Association of Intercuéil
Education Administrators, a cross cultural traimerd instructor at Duke University. She was antoer of
the Annual Conference Intercultural Study Committee

This course will be held April 27-29, 2008 in Elgih at the General Board Offices following the C@IBoss
Cultural Consultation and Celebration. The cowvdkebegin on Sunday at 3:00 pm and end on Tuesday
4:00 pm. Students are encouraged, but not requoexttend all or part of the consultation. Infatron aboult
the Cross Cultural Consultation and Celebrationlmafound ahttp://www.brethren.org/genbd/clm/clt/
CrossCultural.htmITRIM students will receive one Academy Level/CEQt of Ministry Skills Credit for
successful completion of this course. Pastorsotimer ordained individuals will receive 2 CEUs amitl be
required to do the pre-course reading in additioparticipating in the course.

Card Shower for Retiree

On April 1, 2008, Pastor Larry D. Fourman will kegiring from 38 years of full time

ministry in the Church of the Brethren. His fiygar out of seminary 1969-1970, was “
spent at the Church of the Brethren General Boticks in Elgin, lllinois, where he ed-

ited Sunday School materials while awaiting visabligeria. When this didn’t happen

due to the Beafran War, he left to begin pastoialgtry. "

s,

g\

Larry served 11 years in the Mid Atlantic Distnwehere he started with the Co-operative

Ministry in the New Windsor area which includedr$aCreek, Beaver Dam, Edgewood

and Pipe Creek Churches. After this disbannedghead his remaining years at Pipe Creek. Hegbered
almost 17 years in the Southern Ohio District atBinookville Church of the Brethren in Brookvill@hio.
From there he moved to the Northern Indiana Distitere he served 6 years at the Crest Manor Charch
South Bend, Indiana and 3 %2 years as an Assocaterat the Union Center Church in the Nappaneg ar

Larry will be staying on at Union Center Church wéhhke and his wife, Ann, will share a part timeipos as
Associate Pastors. We invite those who wish tovaimol have worked with or been touched by Larry’sisti
try over the years, to share in a surprise carvehto acknowledge his retirement. The address is:
Larry D. Fourman, 70673 County Road 11, Nappari¢&6550
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2008

The Annual Conference Office has announced thatvations for housing (hotel rooms) and regis-
tration for the 2008 Annual Conference in Richmovid,, on July 12-16 will be available beginning
March 7 through June 20.

Those planning to attend the Conference are engedri@ obtain housing before registering for the

Conference. Conferencegoers are encouraged thesaline housing link at www.brethren.org/ac or

to submit housing requests on the forms availabtbé Information Packet on CD being distributeddagregations
through the March Source packet. The Annual Confereffice is asking church members to use the €ente
hotel block both to save money and to hold dowrctst of meeting space and Conference facilities.

300TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER THEATER FEATURES “A SIMPL E FEAST”

The Southern PA District has commissioned this veofudl inter-generational play to celebrate the aeRo
nation’s 300th Anniversary. In this musical, weiitby Steve Engle and Frank Ramirez, an olderdsks

tough questions about the difference between tte hurch and National Youth Conference experience

The Dinner Theatewill be presented on boffriday, May 2 and Saturday, May 3 at 6p.m at the Me-
chanicsburg Church of the Brethren, 301 Gale StMethanicsburg, PA 17055.

Dinner Menu:Oven Fried Chicken, Rice Pilaf, Green Beans AlmnadCherry Crunch a la mode, Celery
Carrots, Lettuce & Egg Salad w/ Homemade Dres$adjs & Butter, Coffee & Tea. For tickets, call:
G.Markey 717-624-8636, RLehman 717-244-3580, JWendg-263-4471, GFisher 717-535-5407, WGi
grich 717-249-4589, ERobbins 717-432-2749.

Ticket Sales Deadlins April 25, cost is $15. Make checks payable @A District CoB.

TOUR GUIDE OF BRETHREN HISTORICAL SITES IN MID-ATLA NTIC REGION
NOW AVAILABLE

Richmond, Virginia is the site of the 2008 Annuain@erence. Because of the anniversary, peopleltray
to Richmond for Annual Conference, and others, magt to take advantage of the opportunity to \asit
variety of Brethren historical sites in the mid-dtitic region. To facilitate this, the Annivers@gmmittee
has developed a tour guide, listing potential sib@gkground information, photos, hours, contafttrma-
tion, and directions. A copy of the guide can bevdloaded from the anniversary website:
www.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org/miscresaintel.

If you are at the website, you may also go tos®eces” and click on “Miscellaneous.” The projefets

inspired by committee member Donald F. Durnbaughampleted by another committee member, Dean

Garrett.
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MOTHER'’S DAY GRATITUDE PROJECT

“In honor of a woman you know and love, and in dafity with mothers around the world.”

Global Women'’s Project announces ti&ahnual Mother's Day Gratitude Project. Rather thaying more
material gifts for your loved one, express youtigwde with a gift that helps other women aroune world.

Your donation allows us to fund projects focusedvamen’s health, education, and employment. Inrngtu
your chosen recipient will receive a card indicgtihat a gift has been made in her honor.

To participate, send a donation to:

Global Women'’s Project

Church of the Brethren General Offices
1451 Dundee Ave.

Elgin, IL 60120

Remember to include your name(s) and recipient'senand address. You may also make memorial dong
tions. These will be honored on a special pagtemwebsite.

Gratitude cards will be mailed in time for MotheDay.

Global Women'’s Project seeks to raise awarenetseegioverty, oppression and injustice suffered bynen
around the world; to recognize how our overconsimngnd misuse of resources contributes to thégisuf
ing; to change our way of living; and to suppotf-belp community projects that are led by, empaqveerd

benefit women.

Additional information can be found at http://wwwekhren.org/genbd/witness/gwp.htm

L

National Young Adult Conference

NYAC is scheduled for August 11-15, 2008 in EstaskPColorado at the YMCA of the Rockies and isropeall young adults

ages 18-35. Come to the Mountain with us where Wleewplore God'’s call in our lives. See new perspess, reconnect with God,

and learn what it means to walk in God’s paths.

Registration is $325 and will end on June 1, 2008 .register go to www.nyac08.org and fill out amlime registration form. At
least $150 deposit is due to the Youth/Young A@ifice upon registering. Please contact RebekalfftiNYAC Coordinator
with any questions (1-800-323-8039 ext. 281, rhagifi@brethren.org).

Those interested in giving gift certificates to pguadults may continue to do so. Gift certificatas be purchased in 50% and
100% increments. For more information, visit wwwan@8.org. Please provide your mailing address and
the name of the recipient of the gift certificatersy with your payment mailed to:

National Young Adult Conference

c/o Rebekah Houff

1451 Dundee Avenue

Elgin, IL 60120

Please make checks payable to the Church of thhilBreGeneral Board.




REMINDER: Disaster Auction Craft Committee
Needs YOU!

To all Crafters, Artists, Woodworkers, Handiworkr&mns and Green Thumbs in the Mid-Atlantic Distriptease
share your gifts & talents—

The auction is in need of donations of the follogvin
-Nursery Plants & Trees
-Bedding, Vegetables, Flower Plants & Herbs
-Seedlings, Shrubs & House Plants
-Porch, Patio & Sunroom ltems
-New & Used Books
-White Elephant Table Items:you bring it & welsel
-Toys, New & Gently Used Games, Puzzles, VidEd&)s, etc.
-Baked Goods, Treats...need lots more PIES
-Theme Baskets —easy to make and will be solthguspecial items’

Contact Alice Houck, (email) blessingandhouck@worldet.att.net or call 301-898-9556

2008 Upcoming Events

April 4-5 Children’s Disaster Services Level 1 Taining

& C( )Xo+ ) L + |

April 4-6 Roundtable 2008

' ) & , 1-) . !
April 12 Neglected Voices: Peace in the Old Testent (Book)

David Leiter will lead 3 one-hour sessions on faslbwhich can be ordered from Brethren Press, dé?etss, Ama-
zon, etc. Bring your guitars and food to shara potluck lunch. Soup will be served. Please RSWRUth Auker-
man at 410-775-2254 aukartist@aol.conPlease put BPF in the email response box. Lasteeping space is
available for those who might need it.

April 24-27 Healthy Church & Evangelism
TRIM level course offered by Randy Yoder. The seuwill begin on the evening of Thursday, April&4d run
through the afternoon of Sunday, April 27. Call Bb1-1450 for details.

May 14-18 The Shape of Things To Come

The new brochure for the Brethren Academy coufBiee Shape of Things to Comginstructor Bob Krouse) which
is inclusive of thePlant Generously, Reap Bountifully: A Church Plamig Training Eventis now available on the
web. The cost of the course is $200.00, howeveadaitional $79.00 registration to the Church Rtantonference
is requiredhttp://www.bethanyseminary.edu/files/academy/Shéigngs. pdf

http://www.churchplant2008.info/

August 2 300th Anniversary Celebration in Schwarenau, Germany
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Executive Staff Position Open

The Palms Estates, located in central Florida,55 and over Independe
Living Retirement Community with 71 homes and 40 §tiés, founded by the ~
Church of the Brethren. This is an excellent emplemnt opportunity for an ex-
perienced husband and wife team. Responsibiltielside leadership and man-
agement of the total operation of the Palms Esta@sdidates should possess
strong organizational, administrative, accountiggpal/written communication,
and interpersonal skills acquired through trairang experience. Knowledge of “/
budgets, financial statements and computer techgolgated to all office func-
tions also required.

Qualified applicants need the ability to managetiplal tasks involving residents needs and conce
maintain harmonious relations with related orgatmzes, insure compliance with governmental regalsi
and manage a small citrus grove and maintenantfe sta

On site residence and office provided in additmsdlary and other benefits.

Send réesumé and 3 references by April 15, 200heoPalms Estates at PO Box 364, Lorida FL,
33857, Attention: Verna Forney or via email to thleps@embargmail.com. Check out our website at
www.cob-net.org/home/palms-estates.
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March
31 MEAT CANNING PROJECT, Ephrata, PA
31 Auction Committee, 7pm, Johnson’s
April
1-3 MEAT CANNING PROJECT, Ephrata, PA
8 Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office

17 Calling & Credentialing MT, 6pm, District Office

19 Leadership Team, 9am, District Office

19 Camp Mardela Incorporation informational meetidgjversity Park CoB, 6:30pm
21 Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, Districtfioé

23 Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office

27 “Sounds of Spring” at Shepherd’s Spring
May

3 Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Auction

10 Ministry Interview TT, 9am, District Office

Spirituality & Congregational Life MT, 9:30am,drict Office

19 Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office

20 or 27 Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office
June

11 Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office

14 Annual Conference Delegate Briefing, 9:00am-1ar8p0Bush Creek Church

16 Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, DistrictfiOé
August

3 Anniversary Sunday—Observance of 300th Anniversg

4 Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office

19 Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office

20 Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office

23 Leadership Team, 9am, District Office
September

8 Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, Districtfiod

28 Pipe Creek Church of the Brethren, 250th Anniaers
October

10-11 DISTRICT CONFERENCE, Frederick Church of the Brethren

21 Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office
November

2 Annual Re-Licensing Event, 2pm, District Office

8 Leadership Team, 9am, District Office

10 Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, DistrictfiOé

12 Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office
December

2 Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office

CORRECTION:: In last month’s Calendar, September 8 was nasefirst Baltimore Church’s 100th A
niversary. This celebration already took plac2007.
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all congregations do not look like their commuraty the
ages 18-44 demographic of their church profile.

The ability to match the 18- to 44-year-old demo-
graphic appears more frequently among conservRiige
estant churches than in Catholic parishes or nmeribirot-
estant churches. Yet even for conservative Pratesta
churches, only one in four manages to attractdingesper-
centage of worshipers from this important age raagee-
side in the local community.

As late as 1950, children five years of age and
younger numbered more than any other five-yeae sifc
the U.S. population. But due to declining birthsasad
increasing age spans, that is no longer the case, peo-
ple age 44 to 48 (born at the end of the Baby Bdan,
tween 1960 and 1964) outnumber those in every ather

group.

Worshipers between the ages of 18 and 44 represatdta sources. (Percentages are shown at the wity/to

the post-Baby Boomers—Generation X and Y—whose
religious behavior and values are central to theatis
future.

Which Match Counts Most?
Does congregational vitality soar or suffer whesrw
shipers differ substantially from people in the coumity?

Both Marge and Thomas are correct. Some churchf What percentage of people are 65 years of age or

community differences matter, but others do not.

A close match between the percentage of adults age

18 to 44 in the community and the congregationisget-
age of young adults yields vital#yChurches that

mirror their neighborhood’s 18- to 44-year-old demo
graphic profile soar in many ways. These congregatare
far more likely to (a) see dramatic results in iy
growth, (b) have a strong sense of belonging amaor g
shipers, (c) offer worship that is more meaningfdy,in-
vest in children and youth, (e) invite others tastip, (f)
welcome new people, (g) commit to a future visigr),
have leaders who inspire

others, and (i) help parishioners use their giftise quali- our congregation’s future?

ties are highly valued among the 18- to 44-yearagjd
demographic; thus, they are a key to developingstas-
able, effective ministry in that location.

In 1972, Dean Kelley published his controversial
book,Why Conservative Churches Are Growihtg ar-
gued that theologically conservative churches drew
cause they made strict demands on their membecsnin
trast, he wrote, liberal churches were declinincglise

they made few demands on their members and toteratepress, 2008).

more than one theological view. Kelly’s charge tlia¢

churches are dying today, not because they ardymefie
gious, but because they are not very religioud’ainaited
some mainline church leaders to near-riot respotéds

his arguments were more complex and nuanced tisan hi

book title suggested. Kelley later said that heusthbave
titled the book, “Why Conservative Churches are&it”
More than thirty years later, leaders still argbeut

what makes churches strong. Thanks to new reseaech,
can now make two statements with assurance: (ajitge
ing a single factoias the one reason for strength or grov
leads nowhere—because church vitality is much more
complex than that. (b) But congregations that m#teir
community inone important demographic grougpeople
18 to 44 years of age—are onto a powerful facestior
cessful ministry. Attracting worshipers in this agage
says that
mission, programs, and leadership are in tune tiéh
community’s future—and the congregation’s future.
How to Look in Your Mirror

Find four numbers about your community by visitin
the U.S. Census Websffettp:/factfinder.census.gov/).
Click on “People,” then click on “Age and Sex,” atign
see “Selected Age Categories.” Or obtain from opudnlic

county, or zip code levels.)

f What percentage of people are younger than 187

f What percentage of people are between 18 and 44
years of age?

f What percentage of people are between 45 and 64
years of age?

older?

Using your congregational records or membership,
directory, calculate those same four percentagemgm
your church’s worshipers.

Now compare the two sets of percentages and ans
these questions:

f In what ways are our worshipers similar to or dife from
people in our community?

f Which of these similarities and differences sumptis the
most?

f What implications do these similarities and diffezes have fo

Bottom line question: If our congregation wantd&
alive and thrive in 2025, into which ministries sltbbwe
invest significant energy and resources? Clue: Whimn-
istries are the most likely to attract and rethm age 18 to
44 adults in our community?

ICynthia Woolever and Deborah Bruce, Places of Psenfiinding
Strength in Your Congregation’s Location (Westménstohn Knox

:A difference of 10 percentage points or less betvihe congregation’s
percentage and the community’s percentage is ceresich “match.”
Differences that exceed 10 percentage points ¢otests “mismatch.”

Copyright © 2008 by Cynthia Woolever

Subscription Information: E-mail HrbMiller@aol.com
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RENEWAL SERVICES
April 20, 21, 22
at Meadow Branch Church of the Brethren
818 Old Taneytown Road, Westminster, MD
6:45 pm—Hymn Sing
7:00 pm—Service
Speaker: Rev. Douglas Wantz, Pastor of Chippewadbhof the Brethren in Northern Ohio
ALL ARE WELCOME

CHOIR SINGSATION
Sunday, April 27, 2008

In celebrating The Church of the Brethren’s 8@niversary and Pipe Creek Church of the Brettwen’
250" Anniversary, the church is hosting a “Choir Sirigs# to be held on Sunday, April 27, 2008 at 3:00
p.m. at Pipe Creek Church, 26 Pipe Creek Road,UBralge, Maryland. Area choirs have been invited
come and praise our Lord and Savior in song. R@fihale of the program, there will be a combichdir

hymn and 2 combined choir anthems. Following tleggmam, there will be refreshments served and a tim
of fellowship together in the church social hal freewill offering will be received. For addinal infor-
mation, please contact the church at 410-775-7848acy Horton at 410-775-7426. Come and celebrate

with Pipe Creek!




