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MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
 

Mid-Atlantic District Conference 
October 10-11, 2008 
Frederick Church of the Brethren 

 
  Theme:  Surrendered to GOD... 
    Transformed in CHRIST... 
     Empowered by the SPIRIT 

�
Logo designed by  
Becky Goldstein Boise, Idaho 
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IMPORTANT MEAT CANNING INFORMATION 
�
Dates for 2008 Meat Canning Project are March 24-27 and March 31-April 3    
Thank you for all of the volunteers who have already called in to reserve a spot on the schedule.  Six of the 
sixteen shifts are already full!  So far, 17 churches from the Mid-Atlantic District have signed up.  The follow-
ing story was sent by Nancy Sollenberger Heishman, Co-Mission Coordinator in the Dominican Republic. 
 

“God's Timing is Never Late" 
 

            A wise person once remarked that Jesus never seemed to be in a hurry.  In fact on various occasions, 
he tarried in places while others felt a sense of urgency and distress at his timing (see John 11).  However, Je-
sus was always completely and divinely "in tune" with God's eternal timing.    
 
            The providential timing of God was a joy to experience recently in the ministry of the Church of the 
Brethren in the Dominican Republic.  A shipment of canned chicken prepared by the Southern PA and Mid-
Atlantic Districts had been scheduled to be sent to the DR in the spring of this year.  However, due to various 
factors, the chicken, sent by way of Brethren Disaster Services, didn't arrive until the fall.  In fact it finally 
cleared customs at a very providential moment, just in time for delivery following Tropical Storm Noel. 
 
During the week after the storm when roads were finally passable to almost all areas of the churches, the de-
livery of chicken began.  Joining Mission Coordinators Irvin and Nancy Heishman and their children Tim and 
Jennifer were the president of the Dominican Brethren churches, Pastor Cristian Aquino Encarnacion of the 
Arroyo Salado church and the moderator, Pastor José Juan Mendez of the Fondo Negro church. 
 
            The canned chicken was especially warmly welcomed and appreciated after the tropical storm.  While 
the storm had not caused extensive loss of life, belongings, or property in the majority of church members' 
homes, the hurricane's passing took its emotional toll.  In addition, loss of crops occurred among Dominican 
Brethren farmers.  



Continued from Page 1, meat canning… 
 
            The community of San Jose, located on a government-owned 
"batey" (community of Haitian-immigrant sugar cane workers) was iso-
lated for almost a week by high waters.  Their chicken arrived later than 
hoped for because of the high waters, but was much appreciated since the 
waters had kept the community cut off from the outside world for some 
time.  The mountainous farming community of Viajama, located at the 
juncture of three rivers, felt especially vulnerable and nervous, having suf-
fered great damage in previous hurricanes.  However, it was a relief to 
find everyone safe and sound there.  The chicken was distributed to 
church families and supplemented their supplies as they recovered from 
loss of crops.  
 
            In the deliveries, Dominican leaders and the Heishmans remarked 
about the fitting scripture from Galatians 6:10 quoted on the can's label – 
"So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all men, and especially 

to those who are of the household of faith." (RSV)  Congregations were delighted to have the opportunity to 
not only care for their own members but to also pass on the gift of chicken in their communities as a witness 
of the love of Christ.  On behalf of the Dominican Brethren, we share their deep gratitude for the gift of labor 
and love which brought nourishment and comfort to many at a very God-appointed time.  May God bless you 
all!   
 
     
 

IRS Announces 2008 Standard Mileage Rates 
Beginning January 1, 2008, the standard mileage rates for the use of a car  

(including vans, pickups or panel trucks) will be 50.5 cents per mile for business miles driven. 
 
 

Pastor Isaías Santo Teña and Mission 
Coordinator Nancy Heishman 
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�������� : a gathering of Northern Virginia  
                            Churches of the Brethre n 
 

Sunday, ��������
 !"
 ##$
��������
 !"
 ##$
��������
 !"
 ##$
��������
 !"
 ##$
 at the Manassas Church of the Brethren 
Lunch  12:45pm—1:30 pm 
Exhibits 12:30 pm—2:30 pm 
Learning Sessions:  Children, Youth & Adult 1st) 1:30—2:15pm  2nd) 2:30—3:15 pm 
Closing Worship: Brethren style, ending at 4:00 pm 
 
Adult Session will feature Carl Bowman and Jeff Carter: Brethren Culture yesterday and today 
 
Exhibitors include:  Brethren Press, SERRV-A Greater Gift, Shepherd’s Spring, Camp Mardela, Brethren   
Volunteer Service, Bridgewater, Church exhibits. 
 
Join in the festivities celebrating the 300th Anniversary of the Church of the Brethren with fellow Brethren 
from Northern Virginia.  In addition to the list above, children’s programs will emphasize peace and include 
special music and puppet programs.   
 
Event Offering:  In addition to covering costs, attendees will have an opportunity to help others help them-
selves by donating toward the purchase of a heifer ($500) through Heifer Project International.  Checks may 
be made to Northern VA Churches of the Brethren. 
 
 

ALL FORMS LISTED BELOW ARE NOW ������������  IN THE YEARBOOK OFFICE   

Please be sure this has been completed.  Thank You! 
 

FORM A 
FORM B 
STATISTICAL INFORMATION FOR 2007 
CONGREGATIONAL OUTREACH REPORT FORM 2007/2008 
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Where:  Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren, Hagerstown 
 
Begins:  February 15, 2008 @ 8:00 p.m.  

Ends:     February 16, 2008 @ 1:00 p.m. 

*REGISTRATION*  

Name___________________________________ 

Address_________________________________ 

 _________________________________ 

Home Phone_____________________________ 

Parent’s Cell_____________________________ 

One Additional Emergency Phone #__________________________________ 

Congregation______________________ 

Advisor___________________________ 

Advisor Email/Phone____________________________ 

 
*MEDICAL RELEASE*  
 
I, the undersigned, give my permission for my child ____________________, to attend and participate in activities for 
Middle School youth on February 15-16, 2008 sponsored by Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren.  I authorize 
an adult in whose care my child has been entrusted, to consent to any necessary medical diagnosis, treatment, or hospital 
care. 
 
Parent Signature_________________________ 
 
Medical Insurance Co______________ 
 
Policy Number_____________________ 
 

Advisors: For additional info & to advise the number attending, contact Charlotte Bear- 703-594-2532  
charlotte.bear@hotmail.com 

LIGHT YOUR SOUL FIRE! 

*An event to nurture your soul!   

*Bring overnight gear & a snack to share 

 * A Saturday service project will be the 

culminating celebration of this event. 
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Camp Mardela  
Event Schedule 2008 

 
 
 

February 1st and 2nd   Scrap bookers’ Crop Night 

February 8th to 10th   Junior High Winter Retreat 

 February 15th to 17th   Senior High Winter Retreat 

 February 29th   Incorporation Information Meeting (Easton COB) 

 March 7th to 8th    *Women’s Retreat 

 March 23rd    Easter Sunrise Service  

March 29th    Clean Up Day 

 April 11th to 13th    4th and 5th Grade Retreat 

 April 27th    Appreciation Day 

 June 7th     Spring Fundraiser 

 June 15th to 20th       5th, 6th, 7th Grade Camp  

 June 22nd to 27th       Performing Arts, Horse, Jr. Outdoor Adventure Camps   

 June 29th to July 1st     Mini Camp (2nd, 3rd, and 4th   Grades)     

 June 30th to July 5th    National Sr. High Work Camp 

  July 6th to 11th       3rd 4th and 5th  Grade Camp   

  July 12th to 16th      Annual Conference 

 July 18th & 19th               Me & You Camp (Pre K to 1)    

 July 20th to 26th          6th 7th and 8th Grade Camp  

July 27th to August 1st   Outdoor Adventures 

July 27th to August 2nd   Youth Camp (9th to 12th grades)   

 August 29th to 31st   Family Camp 

 September 20th    Camp Supper 

 October 19th to 24th  Work Camp 

 October 25th   Annual Camp Auction   

 October 31st November 2nd  Birding Retreat       

 

���
���	�������� �	����!��	���"�����������#��$��
�

*Women’s Retreat—Ruth Aukerman will be the speaker for the Annual Women’s Retreat.  Her theme for 
this two-day event will be “Mountains and Valleys.”  This retreat is always a time of fun and relaxation for all 
who attend.  So, mark your calendar for this great opportunity to come away and be refreshed. 
 
     Specific information on this retreat and registration forms can be obtained through the camp office.  

Call 410-479-2861 
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YOUTH WINTER  

WEEKEND 
Grades 9-12 

 
FEBRUARY 15-17, 2008 

 
 

JR-HIGH  
WINTER RETREAT 

Grades 6-8 
 

FEBRUARY 8-10, 2008 
 
 

4TH & 5TH GRADE 
SPRING RETREAT 

 
APRIL 11-13, 2008 

 
 

 The cost of each youth retreat is $65.00.   For a brochure and further registration 
information, please contact the camp office at 410 479-2861. 

 

Attention All Scrap Bookers 
Need a time to get away and spread your materials out without your family getting into it all???  We 
are planning times for overnight crops during the next few months.  We will try our first one on Feb-
ruary 1st and 2nd.  Imagine the fun and fellowship of working on your book pages and sharing of 
ideas and materials.  Information can again be obtained at the camp office and online at the website. 
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Shepherd's Spring   
 

�
PASTOR AND ADVOCATE GATHERING  
Pastors and Advocates are invited to the annual gathering at Shepherd’s Spring on Saturday, February 16 from 
10am- 2pm. Camp brochures and posters will be available. Lots of new information on new programs, includ-
ing Second Saturdays and Sounds of Spring. Please let us know you’re coming so we’ll have plenty of lunch. 
 
SECOND SATURDAYS 
A free program at Shepherd’s Spring on the second Saturday of each quarter. The first program will be on Sat-
urday, April 12 from 9-11am. We will explore the wildflowers along our trails and worship at the Spring. 
Please come prepared to enjoy whatever weather comes that day! No charge, but please let us know you’re 
coming! 
 
SOUNDS OF SPRING 
The pig roast has morphed into a Chicken Bar BQ along with some great musical entertainment. Reserve Sun-
day afternoon, April 27 for some great fun and food at Shepherd's Spring – and help us raise some funds for 
the summer camp program.  Watch here for more details next month! 
 
TWEET  RETREAT  
Calling all birdwatchers – any age, any level of experience. A great overnight of fun and learning! Join spe-
cialists Chris Eberly and Doug Ruby as we explore the migrating and resident birds of Shepherd’s Spring. Re-
serve May 16-17 to join us learning more about our feathered friends. Hone your skills or let Doug and Chris 
teach you some new ones as we identify Jays, Orioles, Woodthrush and many more. Full registration informa-
tion available soon on our website www.shepherdsspring.org 
 
SUMMER  CAMP  SCHEDULE  
Summer camp brochures will be mailed by the end of January. Here are the dates so you can begin to plan 
your summer now! 
 June 13-14  Volunteer counselor Training 
 June 15  Adopt a Staffer 
 June 19-20  CIT training (all CIT’s must attend) 
 June 22-27  Youth Camp 
 June 23-27  Day camp (2nd-4th grade) 
 June 29-July 2  Mini Camp 
 June 29-July 3             SAMY  ( 8-10th grade) 
 July 6-11  Middler 6/7 
    Jr. Wild I  (4-5th grade)   
 July18-19  Big and Small 
 July 20-25  Junior 3/5  I 
  July21-25  Day camp (4-6th grade) 
 July 27-Aug 1  Middler MADness 
    Junior 3/5  II 
 July 28-30  Grand camp 
 Aug 3-8  Middler 7/8 
    Jr.  Wild II   (4-5th grade) 

7 



Mid-Atlantic District Church of the Brethren 

2008 Disaster Response  
Auction Booklet 
 
Dear Pastors, Disaster Coordinators, Witness Chairs and Donors 
 
We deeply appreciate and thank you for your past support of the Mid-Atlantic Disaster 
Response Auction Booklet. 
 
If you have not advertised in the booklet previously we invite you to consider doing so this year. 
 
The 28th Annual Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response Auction will be held May 3, 2008, starting at 9:00 am 
at the Carroll County Agricultural Center and Arena in Westminster, Maryland. Your support will enable 
us to provide even more assistance to more disaster victims this year. 

 
Last year’s auction raised over $70,000! 

 

Of that amount $65,500 was given to the Emergency Disaster Fund of the 
Church of the Brethren General Board to help victims recover from many disasters 

all around our world. $4,500 was given to the Mid-Atlantic District to provide 
transportation for volunteers working on locations around the U.S. 

 

During 2007 the Emergency Disaster Fund supported these efforts and many more: 
• Sudan - Darfur Crisis • Jakarta, Indonesia Flood Response 
• New Orleans Road Home • Colombia Displaced Families 
• Florida Tornadoes • Northern Indiana District Tornado 

• Hurricane Katrina Rebuilding • South India Floods 
• Kansas Tornadoes • Minnesota Flood Response 

· California Wildfires • and many more 
·  
Your local church is an important part of this effort! 

• You can help by placing an ad in the booklet. We are once again offering many size options with 
photographs and clip art included. Ad sizes and prices are as follows: 
Full page...$150 Eighth Page...$25 
Half page...$75 Patron Listing...$10, $25, $35, or more 
Third Page...$50 Donations of any amount 
• Encourage your members to place business, personal or patron ads and print announcements 
about the auction in your newsletter and bulletin. 

 
Here are more ways you can help make the auction a success. 

• Create craft items    • Hold a fundraiser to support the auction 
• Donate baked goods    • Donate high quality items to publish in the booklet 
· Donate plants, shrubs and trees  • Publicize and attend the Auction! 

 
We need your advertising commitment by February 22, 2008. 

Please call Debbie Noffsinger at 847-289-1499 if you have any questions. 
Thank you for your continued support of our Disaster Response Auction! 

Look for more information in your mailbox soon, 
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Disaster Auction Craft Committee 
Needs YOU!  
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Seventh Annual Benefit Dinner 
At Union Bridge Church of the Brethren 

Saturday, March 15, 2008 
6:30 pm 
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Church of the Brethren Anniversary Tour 
 

Switzerland, Germany celebrating the 300th Anniversary of Brethren Heritage 
July 25-August 4, 2008 

Hosted by Rev. Glenn & Helen Kinsel 
 
Fly from Washington’s Dulles Airport to Switzerland to begin the tour.  Visit Zurich, Lucerne-
Engelberg, Basel, Heidelberg-Heppenheim, Worms—Mainz, take a cruise on the Rhine 
River—Cologne, Schwarzenau—Marburg, Frankfurt.  
 
If you would like information or a registration form, contact MTS Travel at 717-721-7300 or 
800-874-9330.  To be assured of reservations, mail a completed registration form with a de-
posit to MTS Travel, 124 E Main Street, 4th Floor, Ephrata, PA 17522.   
 
Tour Price is $4,190 per person based on double occupancy. 
 
 
 
Hagerstown Pastor Pens First Book, Offers Cure for Spiritual Doldrums 
 
1/10/2008 (Elgin, IL) - The rigors of Christian living can bring one to a place of spiritual stagnancy. Author 
and spiritual director Edward L. Poling understands this dilemma and offers readers a way to reengage their 
faith in his newly published Bible study guide entitled Hebrews: Beyond Christianity 101.  The study guide, 
the 38th title in the Covenant Bible Studies series published by Brethren Press, focuses on the book of He-
brews in the New Testament and challenges readers to take their faith to the next level.  Poling's study of He-
brews will bring believers beyond the shallow shorelines of elementary faith and into the deeper waters of 
lasting spiritual maturity. 
 
Edward L. Poling is pastor of the Hagerstown Church of the Brethren in Hagerstown, Maryland.  He has fa-
cilitated spiritual direction since 1994, receiving his training through the Shalem Institute for Spiritual Forma-
tion in Bethesda, Maryland.  Poling has been a contributor on past Brethren Press projects.  This is his first 
book. 
 
Brethren Press has been publishing the Covenant Bible Studies series for over twenty years.  The series, pri-
marily designed for group study, can also be used for personal enrichment.  Each ten-session study contains 
suggestions for prayer, sharing, and action. 
 
For more information 
CONTACT:  
Jeff Lennard 
Director of Marketing and Sales 
Brethren Press 
1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120 
800-323-8039 ext. 244 
brethrenpress_gb@brethren.org  
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Fahrney-Keedy Receives Excellent Marks in Resident Family Survey 
 

Families have an excellent opinion of Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village in last year’s state survey of 224 nursing 
homes, the Maryland Health Care Commission reports. 

 
From September to November the commission surveyed family members and other primary responsible parties with 
regard to services and care available for residents in the nursing homes. Respondents answered 58 questions about 
seven aspects of residents’ life and care.  

 
For Fahrney-Keedy, 87 families received surveys. On a 1-to-10 scale of overall satisfaction, they rated Fahrney-Keedy 
at 9.3. Statewide, the average rate was 8.1. As for overall care, families responding rated Fahrney-Keedy at 9.3, com-
pared to an 8.2 average statewide. Asked if they would recommend the nursing home to others, 99% of the responding 
Fahrney-Keedy families answered yes, compared to 88% statewide.  
 
For more information, contact Michael Leiter, Director of Marketing & Development 
Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village,  www.fkmh.org 
Phone:    (301) 671-5015 

 
National Young Adult Conference Registration Begins! 

 
 
Registration began on January 7, 2008 and will end on June 1, 2008.  Those who register before Valentine’s Day will 
receive $25 off of their registration cost!  Early registration will conclude on February 14, 2008 at 4:00 pm, Central 
Time.  At that time registration will increase to $325.  
 
To register go to www.nyac08.org and fill out an online registration form.  At least $150 deposit is due to the Youth/
Young Adult Office upon registering.  Please contact Rebekah Houff, NYAC Coordinator with any questions (1-800-
323-8039 ext. 281, rhouff_gb@brethren.org). 
 
Those interested in giving gift certificates to young adults may continue to do so.  Gift certificates can be purchased in 
50% and 100% increments. For more information, visit www.nyac08.org.  Please provide your mailing address and the 
name of the recipient of the gift certificate along with your payment mailed to: 
 
National Young Adult Conference 
c/o Rebekah Houff 
1451 Dundee Avenue 
Elgin, IL 60120 
Please make checks payable to the Church of the Brethren General Board. 
 
NYAC is scheduled for August 11-15, 2008 in Estes Park, Colorado at the YMCA of the Rockies and is open to all 
young adults ages 18-35. Come to the Mountain with us where we will explore God’s call in our lives. See new perspec-
tives, reconnect with God, and learn what it means to walk in God’s paths. 
 
 
 
 

National Young Adult Conference DVD 
 
A copy of the 2004 National Young Adult Conference (NYAC) DVD is available in the district office for congregations 
to borrow.  This DVD can be used to show to young adults and/or congregations to encourage NYAC participation, sup-
port, and to show everyone what NYAC is all about.  If you would like to borrow the DVD please contact the district 
office. 
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2008 Upcoming Events 
 
February 21    Brethren Mission in the 21st Century     
Another Way of Sending:  Brethren Mission in the 21st Century, scheduled for Thursday, February 21st from 
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Juniata College. Registrations due by Feb. 5, 2008.  Call 717-361-1450. 
 
February 23    GIRLS OF GRACE Simulcast 
Frederick Church of the Brethren will host this event for teenage girls grades 6-12.  Call 301-662-1819 for details. 
 
March 28-29, 2008   Facilitating Healthy Pastor-Congregation Relations 
Led by: Lombard Mennonite Peace Center at Juniata College.  $55, Contact Middle PA District 814-643-0601. 
 
March 29-April 3, 2008  New York City & Washington, D.C. 
NATIONAL YOUTH CHRISTIAN CITIZENSHIP SEMINAR  High school aged youth and their adult advisors are 
invited to participate. The theme of the seminar is genocide in our world.  The cost is $350 for this event which takes 
place in New York City and Washington D.C. and gives youth an opportunity to explore the intersection between their 
Christian faith and important current events in the world.  For more information go to:  www.brethren.org/genbd/yya/
ccs.htm or call Chris Douglas at 800-323-8039 x297. 
 
April 3, 2008    Keeping a Cool Head in a Hot Meeting 
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Educational Opportunity from the Ministry of Reconciliation of On Earth Peace:  Co-sponsored by Mid-Atlantic District. 
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April 12, 2008    Neglected Voices: Peace in the Old Testament (Book) 
David Leiter will lead 3 one-hour sessions on his book which can be ordered from Brethren Press, Herald Press, Ama-
zon, etc.  Bring your guitars and food to share at a potluck lunch. Soup will be served. Please RSVP to Ruth Auker-
man at 410-775-2254 or aukartist@aol.com. Please put BPF in the email response box.  Limited sleeping space is 
available for those who might need it. 
 
April 24-27, 2008    Healthy Church & Evangelism 
NEW DATES for this TRIM level course offered by Randy Yoder.  Call 717-361-1450 for details. 
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February 
 9  Ministry Interview TT, 9am, District Office 
 24  “Winter Festival” at Manassas Church of the Brethren 
 29  Camp Mardela Incorporation informational meeting* 

March 
 4  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
 8  Ministry Interview TT, 9am, District Office 
 17  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 
 24-27  MEAT CANNING PROJECT, Ephrata, PA 
 31  MEAT CANNING PROJECT, Ephrata, PA 
 31  Auction Committee, 7pm, Johnson’s 

April 
 1-3  MEAT CANNING PROJECT, Ephrata, PA 
 17  Calling & Credentialing MT, 6pm, District Office 
 19  Leadership Team, 9am, District Office 
 21  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 
 23  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 
 27  “Sounds of Spring” at Shepherd’s Spring 

May 
 3  Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Auction 
 6  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
 10  Ministry Interview TT, 9am, District Office 
 19  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 

June 
 11  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 
 14  Annual Conference Delegate Briefing, 9:00am-11:30am, Bush Creek Church 
 16  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 

August 
 4  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 
 5  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
 20  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 
 23  Leadership Team, 9am, District Office 

September 
 8  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 

October 
 7  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
 10-11  DISTRICT CONFERENCE, Frederick Church of the Brethren 

November 
 2  Annual Re-Licensing Event, 2pm, District Office 
 8  Leadership Team, 9am, District Office 
 10  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 
 12  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 

December 
 2  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 



�������	
������
�������
���������������������
�
�����������
������
�
�������� !""#������
�
����
����������������

�
�		
���
��������
� �

�����
��	���
��
�������
�����

� !"�
����#	��
�
$�%"�

��
�	������&&�

 
 
 

 

������������	

�������
����
�������


�
����� ��	���
���	���������	��������
�	����'��	���
� �
��	����� �(����%�
�����

�	������'��������'��)�
����('�
�'��� ��'��*
��'
���� ���
+��
��
��&, �' ����-./0������

�
�����1'������	����	���	�������������
�	����� ��'��	� ��
��
��	����
���

��1'�
��
�	���������	�����
��	
��

	���������	����'���
�
��� ��	����� ������	���
�
����

	���'	
��
���

�	
�������������	��	���������������� ����
��������
(���� ��	�	
�
���
$��	�����
�
'$����230�24,�&5-3��
 ����	��'�
����

��
����6	���
��������	� �����'��������7��
�	��
��


