
APRIL 2008 

NEWSLETTER CHANGES IN MAY 
 
Dear friends, 
 
In an attempt to reduce costs in the Mid-Atlantic Dis-
trict Office (time, paper and postage) and to be more 
ecologically friendly, beginning in May 2008, we will 
begin electronic distribution of the monthly newslet-
ter, “Together on the Journey”. 
 
If you have an email address and would like to receive 
an electronic copy, please let us know by sending an 
email to mad.cob@mindspring.com and we will in-
clude you in the monthly distribution.   
 
If you do not personally have access to email you may 
know someone who would be willing to receive it and 
print out a copy for you.   
 
If you cannot receive the newsletter electronically, 
please call and let us know and we will send it to you 
through the mail.  A suggested donation of $7 should 
cover the cost of your annual postage.   
 
If we do not hear from you we will assume you do not 
want to continue receiving the newsletter. 
 
Each month our newsletters are also placed on the dis-
trict website.     http://madcob.com. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 410-635-
8790. 
 
Thank you for helping us become more efficient and 
accountable in the use of District funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
District Executive 

 
Harmony Church of the Brethren will be featured on the cover of 
the 2008 Summer Quarter of the BEGINNER Bible Teacher se-
ries, printed by Union Gospel Press.  The write-up inside reads: 
 

The Harmony Church of the Breth-
ren is a group of believers bonded 
together by a new birth in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  A small group of 
Brethren migrated to Maryland from 
York County, Pennsylvania, in 
1756.  The current church was built 
in 1870 and has been added to and 
improved through the years.  

 
 



 
28th Annual 

Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response 
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Handmade Quilts & Comforters, Handcrafts, Gifts & Artwork 

Baked Goods & Food, & much more 
Carroll County Agricultural Center and Arena, Westminster, MD 

Sponsored by the Church of the Brethren Mid-Atlantic District 
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     Camp Mardela  
    APPRECIATION DAY 
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When:  Sunday, April 27 

Where: Camp Mardela pavilion 
Activities will begin at 3 p.m. 

A program featuring  
The History of Camp Mardela 

followed by 
A Picnic Dinner 

This is a free event! 
Join us as we celebrate  

our 60th birthday! 
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EVENT SCHEDULE  2008 

 June 7th    Spring Fundraiser 
 June 15th to 20th       5th, 6th, 7th Grade Camp  
 June 22nd to 27th       Performing Arts, Horse, Jr. Outdoor Adventure Camps   
 June 29th to July 1st     Mini Camp (2nd, 3rd, and 4th   Grades)     
 June 30th to July 5th    National Sr. High Work Camp 
  July 6th to 11th      3rd 4th and 5th  Grade Camp   
  July 12th to 16th      Annual Conference 
 July 18th & 19th              Me & You Camp (Pre K to 1)    
 July 20th to 26th         6th 7th and 8th Grade Camp  

July 27th to August 1st  Outdoor Adventures 
July 27th to August 2nd  Youth Camp (9th to 12th grades)   

 August 29th to 31st   Family Camp 
 September 20th   Camp Supper 
 October 19th to 24th  Work Camp 
 October 25th   Annual Camp Auction   
 October 31st November 2nd  Birding Retreat      
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Shepherd's Spring   
 
SOUNDS OF SPRING— Music Festival and Chicken BBQ—Ticket $10 per person—April 27, 2008                  
Come enjoy Spring with great Chicken Barbeque, baked beans, slaw, scrumptious cookies and great music. 
Includes: Full menu chicken BBQ (served 4-6pm), plus entertainment, featuring: 
 2:30 pm – Wildflower Walk 
 3:00 pm – Living Water 
 3:45 pm -  Janet Fink 
 4:00 pm – The Gospel Travelers 
 5:00 pm – Celebration Ringers 
 5:45 pm – Joyful Noise 
 

Tweet Retreat – May 16-17—Calling all Birdwatchers!!  Join Doug Ruby and David Eberly in discover-
ing our many feathered friends - as many as 60 different species have been sighted and heard during past 
Tweet Retreats. Includes meals, lodging and FUN! Only $40. Call for registration 301-223-8193. 
 

Camp Nurses needed!!!  Camp Counselors needed!!  Lots of openings still available to help with 
summer camp. Come make a difference to a young person, helping grow their relationship to God and His 
creation! Call Chelsea or Annette at 301-223-8193. 
 

Second Saturday – August 9 (corrected date!) 9-11pm  Stargazing! Free program – please call to let us 
know you are coming! 
 

Heifer Global Village  - Approval has been given by the Washington County Planning Commission to 
proceed with the Heifer Global Village.  Building permits should be ready by summer with the completion of 
the Guatemala house expected in September. Line up your work group now! Dollars and elbow grease are still 
needed to create this learning environment.  Bamboo, brick and wood mementos are being offered for dona-
tions to this project. About $80,000 still needs to be raised to supplement the work of the volunteers in build-
ing the homes.  Annette is available to make presentations to Sunday Schools classes and congregations to 
learn more about this unique arrangement with Heifer International to teach people about hunger and poverty 
issues worldwide. 

 
 
  
 
 

 Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village of Boonsboro has received a $1,000 donation from the Nora Roberts 
Foundation.  The money will be used in Fahrney-Keedy’s Benevolent Fund, which assists residents who run 
out of money to pay for their care. “This is a good example of local community support for us and our resi-
dents. The funds will help us continue to provide the high quality of care and service our staff has become 
known for in Washington County,” said CEO/President Jay Shell. 

 
   Nora Roberts Foundation is a means by which the best-selling Boonsboro author assists humanitarian 

and other non-profit organizations.  
 

   Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village, a continuing care retirement community, is located along Route 66 
several miles west of Boonsboro.  Fahrney-Keedy is committed to enhancing the lives of seniors through car-
ing quality service.    Contact:  Michael Leiter, Director of Marketing & Development, www.fkmh.org, 
301.671.5015 

4 



�
�
“NEW HEART … NEW SPIRIT”   
        Pentecost Anniversary Offering                        Suggested dates: May 11 or 18, 2008 
 
 
The way this special offering will work is quite different than any we have conducted recently.  When the 
offiering is received, your congregation will keep one third for local ministries and within thirty days for-
ward the rest to the General Board.  The General Board will then gather together all the offerings that are 
sent by your district churches and return one half of that total (2nd third) to the district office for district 
ministries.  The final third of the offerings will then, after expenses, be shared in various amounts with sev-
eral other denominational ministries.  A gift from all of us to the whole church for the new day! 
 
We encourage 100% participation by congregations across the country.  Feel free to contact Ken Neher, Di-
rector of Stewardship & Donor Development or Carol Bowman, Coordinator of Stewardship Formation and 
Education at 800-323-8039 for resources or additional materials. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
DEACON MINISTRY         
 
The role of deacon in the church has taken on new meaning in the last decade.  In 1998, 
the Deacon Manual for Caring Ministries was published and deacons were trained across 
the denomination.  Deacon training continues as a ministry of the Caring Ministries of the 
Church of the Brethren.   
 
Now deacons are asking for more resources to help them carry out their role.  The Caring 
Ministries has been commissioned to develop a resource book which will be an anthology of prayers for 
many situations in which deacons may be called to minister, as well as suggested hymns and scriptures.  I 
am inviting you to submit original prayers to be considered for inclusion in this resource along with sugges-
tions of hymns and scriptures. 
 
This Resource Book is scheduled to be made available at Annual Conference 2009, so entries need to be 
submitted by May 30, 2008.  Please send your prayers for consideration to:  
Caring Ministries of the Church of the Brethren  Attn: David Doudt, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 or 
e-mail to:  ddoudt_abc@brethren.org  
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“You have made known to me the ways 
of life; you will make me full of  
gladness with your presence.”    

       Acts 2:28  NRSV 
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Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership  
 
"Intercultural Competence: Key Skills in a Multicul tural World" 
Dr. Darla Kay Bowman Deardorff, Instructor, is the Executive Director of the Association of 
Intercultural Education Administrators, a cross cultural trainer, and instructor at Duke Univer-
sity.    She was a member of the Annual Conference Intercultural Study Committee. 
 

This course will be held April 27-29, 2008 in Elgin, IL at the General Board Offices following the COB Cross 
Cultural Consultation and Celebration.  The course will begin on Sunday at 3:00 pm and end on Tuesday at 
4:00 pm.  Students are encouraged, but not required, to attend all or part of the consultation. Information about 
the Cross Cultural Consultation and Celebration can be found at http://www.brethren.org/genbd/clm/clt/
CrossCultural.html  TRIM students will receive one Academy Level/CEQ unit of Ministry Skills Credit for 
successful completion of this course.  Pastors and other ordained individuals will receive 2 CEUs and will be 
required to do the pre-course reading in addition to participating in the course. 
 
"From Reformation to Jesus: A History of Christiani ty"  Josh Brockway, Instructor 
Josh is a MATh graduate of Bethany Theological Seminary, earned an MDiv from Chandler School of Theol-
ogy at Emory University, and is currently a PhD student at The Catholic University of America's School of 
Theology and Religious Studies working in the area of Church History.  This on line course will be held from 
September 2 - October 28, 2008 TRIM students will receive one Academy Level/CEQ unit of Bible/Theology 
Credit for successful completion of this course.  Pastors and other ordained individuals will receive 2 CEUs 
for successful completion of this course. 
 
Please direct any questions about either of these courses or other offerings of the Brethren Academy for Min-
isterial Leadership to Marilyn Lerch, Coordinator of TRIM lerchma@bethanyseminary.edu Office Phone at 
the Bedford, PA Church of the Brethren: 814-623-6095 
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MANAGER OF PUBLICATIONS, BRETHREN BENEFIT TRUST  
 
Description Full-time salaried position based in Elgin, Ill., for a not-for-profit organization that has 6,000 

members and clients nationwide. This third-level management position reports to the Director 
of Communications. 

 
 Brethren Benefit Trust is an agency of the Church of the Brethren, a Protestant denomination 

founded in 1708 that includes 1,100 congregations, five colleges and one university, one semi-
nary, and more than 20 affiliated retirement communities.  

 
Applying Please send a letter of interest, resume, three references (one supervisor, one colleague, one 

friend) and salary-range expectation to Donna March at 1505 Dundee Ave., Elgin IL 60120, or 
dmarch_bbt@brethren.org. For questions or clarification about the position, please call 847-
622-3371. For more information about Brethren Benefit Trust, visit 
www.brethrenbenefittrust.org. 

 
Application deadline is Friday, April 25. 

�
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Anniversary Writing Contest for Youth is announced 
�

The 300th Anniversary Committee is sponsoring an Anniversary Writing Contest for Youth, grades 6-12, on 
the theme, "Why will you continue to be part of the Church of the Brethren?" 
 
"Are you passionate about your faith?" the committee asked Brethren youth in the announcement. "Do you 
have a deep appreciation for the Church of the Brethren? Do you enjoy thinking and writing? If so, we have 
an opportunity for you." 
 
Entries are limited to one page in length and can be in the form of poetry, short stories, or essays. The fol-
lowing information should be on the entry: name, grade, congregation, and district. Contact information for 
the author should be submitted on a separate sheet of paper. The deadline for submissions is June 1. Entries 
will be exhibited at Annual Conference in Richmond, Va., in July, and some may be published in 
"Messenger" magazine. Entries will not be returned to participants. 
 
Submissions should be sent to Lorele Yager either electronically at loreleyager@aol.com 
or by mail to 425 Woodland Place, Churubusco, IN 46723.  Newsline 3/27/08 
 
�

Commissioned anthem, praise song  
      are available for Anniversary 
 
The 300th Anniversary committee has commissioned the creation of an anthem and praise song in honor of 
the 2008 anniversary of the Brethren movement. "Speak, O Lord" is the anthem, with text and tune by Keith 
Getty and Stuart Townend, arranged by John Ferguson. "Lord, Empower Us to Love" is the praise song, 
composed by Ron and Linda Sprunger from the Brethren Church. 
 
The anthem has been published by Morningstar Music. Copies can be ordered at a reduced price by using 
the downloadable form located on the worship page of the anniversary website (go to 
www.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org/worship.html). 
 
In addition to the version of the praise song to be sung by congregations, the Sprunger also have offered a 
choral arrangement or anthem version of the praise song. Published copies of the anthem version can be or-
dered by using the downloadable form also located on the worship page of the anniversary website. 
 
The 300th Anniversary committee also has developed a variety of other worship resources for congregations 
and districts to use as part of the Anniversary celebration. The resources are posted on the anniversary web-
site under Resources/Worship and can be downloaded from www.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org/
worship.html.  Newsline 3/27/08 
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National Young Adult Conference  

 
NYAC is scheduled for August 11-15, 2008 in Estes Park, Colorado at the YMCA of the Rock-
ies and is open to all young adults ages 18-35. Come to the Mountain with us where we will ex-

plore God’s call in our lives. See new perspectives, reconnect with God, and learn what it means to walk in 
God’s paths. 
 
Registration is $325 and will end on June 1, 2008.  To register go to www.nyac08.org and fill out an online reg-
istration form.  At least $150 deposit is due to the Youth/Young Adult Office upon registering.  Please contact 
Rebekah Houff, NYAC Coordinator with any questions (1-800-323-8039 ext. 281, rhouff_gb@brethren.org). 
 
Those interested in giving gift certificates to young adults may continue to do so.  Gift certificates can be pur-
chased in 50% and 100% increments. For more information, visit www.nyac08.org.  Please provide your mail-
ing address and the name of the recipient of the gift certificate along with your payment mailed to: 
 
National Young Adult Conference, c/o Rebekah Houff, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 
Please make checks payable to the Church of the Brethren General Board. 
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CWS Emergency Clean-up Buckets 
Needed 

 
Recent floods across the central U.S. 
again highlight the need for CWS Emer-
gency Clean-up Buckets. Demand has 
eclipsed supply of these vital items as CWS tries to 
meet the needs of damaged communities. Assembling 
kits is a great project for any church or community 
group.  
 
More information on CWS Emergency Clean-up 
Buckets is available at:  
http://www.churchworldservice.org/kits/cleanup-
kits.html.  
�
Annual Conference Office searching for a 

webmaster or student 
The Annual Conference Office is seeking a webmas-
ter, to make regular changes to an existing website. 
This is an excellent opportunity for a student or re-
cent graduate who wants to gain more experience and 
build up their portfolio!  Experienced webmasters are 
welcome, too.  Time commitment is approximately 2-
4 hours per month updating the site at 
www.brethren.org/ac.  If qualified and interested, 
please contact Lerry Fogle, Conference Executive 
Director, at 800-688-5186. 
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Annual Conference Delegate Briefing  
  With Moderator, Jim Beckwith 
 
Saturday, June 14, 2008 
Bush Creek Church of the Brethren (map included) 
Refreshments: 9:00 a.m.; Program 9:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. 

 
2008 Upcoming Events 

April 20-22   RENEWAL SERVICES 
Meadow Branch CoB, Westminster, MD 410-848-7478. Speaker: Rev. Douglas Wantz. 6:45p Hymn Sing; 7p Service. 
 
April 24-27   HEALTHY CHURCH & EVANGELISM 
TRIM level course offered by Randy Yoder.  The course will begin on the evening of Thursday, April 24 and run 
through the afternoon of Sunday, April 27. Call 717-361-1450 for details. 
 
April 27   “SOUNDS OF SPRING” 
2:30pm-Wildflower Walk; 3-6pm-Music Fest; 4-6pm-Chicken BBQ. $10/person, Shepherd’s Spring. 301-223-8193 
 
May 2-3   “A SIMPLE FEAST” 
300th Anniversary Dinner Theater, 6pm both evenings. $15 person, call 717-624-8636 for tickets. Deadline, April 25. 
 
MAY 3    MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT DISASTER RESPONSE AU CTION 
9am, Carroll County Ag Center & Arena, Westminster, MD.  Everyone welcome! 
 
MAY 3    HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS 
Camp Harmony, Hooversville, PA. 9am-4pm, $25/person. Leader Jim Kinsey, certified trainer/consultant/practitioner 
of the Bowen/Friedman/Steinke Systems process. Co-sponsored by Western PA District. Register-call 260-982-8595.  
 
May 14-18   THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME 
The new brochure for the Brethren Academy course, "The Shape of Things to Come" (instructor Bob Krouse) which 
is inclusive of the Plant Generously, Reap Bountifully: A Church Planting Training Event is now available on the 
web. The cost of the course is $200.00, however, an additional $79.00 registration to the Church Planting conference 
is required. http://www.bethanyseminary.edu/files/academy/ShapeofThings.pdf or http://www.churchplant2008.info/ 
 

Summer    2008 National Workcamps  
Please visit www.brethrenworkcamps.org for registration information and updates.  If you do not have access to the 
internet and would like a brochure, please contact either the District Office at 410-635-8790 or the Elgin Youth & 
Young Adult Ministry Office at 1-800-323-8039.   
 

August 2   300TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
Schwarzenau, Germany.   For information contact Dale Ulrich, 26 College Woods Drive, Bridgewater, VA 22812, 
540-828-6548, daulrich@comcast.net 

 

Sept 1-5   NOAC 2008—”COME TO THE WATER” 
Lake Junaluska (N.C.) Assembly. Registration is now open -Cost on or before 7/18-$150/prsn; after 7/18-$180/prsn, 
registration fee does not include lodging and meals.  Call ABC at 800-323-8039 with questions or visit www.brethren-
caregivers.org  
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FOOD DRIVE TO BE PART OF SERVICE PROJECT  
AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 
In an effort to "shower the Richmond community with loving acts of ser-
vice," a food drive is being planned in conjunction with the Service Blitz at 
the 2008 Annual Conference. The drive is sponsored by the 300th Anniver-
sary Committee, to benefit the Central Virginia Food Bank. The scriptural 
theme for the project is from Matthew 25:35, "For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat." 
 
"Food banks experience a drastic increase in demand each summer," ex-

plained the committee in an announcement. "During the school year, children in need are ensured one good 
meal a day through the free and reduced lunch program in their schools. However, during the summer, fami-
lies in need really struggle and many of these children would go hungry without the help of organizations that 
provide food to those in need." 
 
Founded in 1980, the Central Virginia Food Bank distributes almost 49,000 pounds of food each day to the 
most vulnerable people--children in need, the elderly, working poor families, disabled individuals, and others 
in crisis--through more than 500 organizations and agencies feeding the hungry in five cities and 31 counties 
in the region, according to the announcement. "That's 12.6 million pounds of food a year!" 
 
Conference-goers are encouraged to bring a donation of healthy, non-perishable food. Particular needs include 
canned fish and meats, peanut butter, canned fruits and vegetables, hot and cold cereals, pasta, and rice. Dona-
tions will be collected in the registration lobby at the Richmond Convention Center. The goal is to collect 
three tons (6,000 pounds) of food in celebration of the 300th Anniversary. Congregations are invited to hold a 
food drive in advance of Annual Conference and send their donations with their delegates. 

“ To equip leaders  
for ministry in a 

 regionally based, 
Christ centered,  

culturally relevant  
context in ways   

that bear  
witness to  
the beliefs, 

 heritage, and 
 practices of the 

Church of the Breth-
ren.”  

 

– Mission Statement 
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��� � pril 
 21  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 
 23  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 
 27  “Sounds of Spring” at Shepherd’s Spring 

���� ay 

 3  Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Auction 
 10  Ministry Interview TT, 9am, District Office 
   Spirituality & Congregational Life MT, 9:30am, District Office 
 19  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 
 20 or 27  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 

��� � une 

 11  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 
 14  Annual Conference Delegate Briefing, 9:00am-11:30am, Bush Creek Church 
 16  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 

��� � ugust 
 3  Anniversary Sunday—Observance of 300th Anniversary  
 4  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 
 19  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
 20  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 
 23  Leadership Team, 9am, District Office 

��� � eptember 
 8  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 
 28  Pipe Creek Church of the Brethren, 250th Anniversary 

��� � ctober 
 10-11  DISTRICT CONFERENCE, Frederick Church of the Brethren 
 21  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 

��� � ovember 
 2  Annual Re-Licensing Event, 2pm, District Office 
 8  Leadership Team, 9am, District Office 
 10  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, District Office 
 12  Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office 

��� � ecember 
 2  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
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Don’t forget to let the District Office know if you  are interested in receiving an electronic ver-
sion of  “Together on the Journey” beginning next m onth.  If we do not hear from you, we will 

assume you would like to discontinue receiving it.   
(See Front Page of this edition for details). 


