APRIL 2008

NEWSLETTER CHANGES IN MAY

Dear friends,

In an attempt to reduce costs in the Mid-Atlantis-D
trict Office (time, paper and postage) and to beemd
ecologically friendly, beginning in May 2008, wellw
begin electronic distribution of the monthly newsle
ter, “Together on the Journey”.

If you have an email address and would like to ke
an electronic copy, please let us know by sending
email to mad.cob@mindspring.com and we will in{
clude you in the monthly distribution.

If you do not personally have access to email yay
know someone who would be willing to receive it g
print out a copy for you.

If you cannot receive the newsletter electronigally
please call and let us know and we will send itdo
through the mail. A suggested donation of $7 stho
cover the cost of your annual postage.

If we do not hear from you we will assume you dbo
want to continue receiving the newsletter.

Each month our newsletters are also placed oni$h¢
trict website. http://madcob.com

If you have any questions, please call me at 413-6
8790.

Thank you for helping us become more efficient af
accountable in the use of District funds.

District Executive

m
ind

ul

Nno

0|

Harmony Church of the Brethren will be featurecdtio& cover of
the 2008 Summer Quarter of the BEGINNER Bible Teacle-
Jies, printed by Union Gospel Press. The writénside reads:

The Harmony Church of the Breth-
ren is a group of believers bonded
together by a new birth in the Lord
Jesus Christ. A small group of
Brethren migrated to Maryland from
York County, Pennsylvania, in
1756. The current church was built
in 1870 and has been added to and
improved through the years.
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28th Annual
Mid-Atlantic Disaster Response

Handmade Quilts & Comforters, Handcrafts, Gifts &work
Baked Goods & Food, & much more

Carroll County Agricultural Center and Arena, Weistster, MD
Sponsored by the Church of the Brethren Mid-Atlantic iistr




Camp Mardela

APPRECIATION DAY

When: Sunday, April 27
Where: Camp Mardela pavilion
Activities will begin at 3 p.m.

program featuring

The History of Camp Mardela
followed by
A Picnic Dinner
This is a free event!
Join us as we celebrate
our 60™ birthday!

EVENT SCHEDULE 2008

June ¥

June 18 to 20"

June 22 to 27"

June 28 to July '

June 38 to July ¥

July 6"to 11"

July 12" to 16"

July 18"& 19th

July 20" to 26"

July 27" to August ¥
July 27th to August 2nd
August 29 to 3T
September 20

October 19 to 24th
October 25th

October 31 November

Spring Fundraiser

5th, 6th, 7th Grade Camp
Performing Arts, Horse, Jr. Outdoor Advert@amps
Mini Camp (2nd, 3rd, and"4Grades)
National Sr. High Work Camp

394" and 5th Grade Camp

Annual Conference

Me & You Camp (Pre K to 1)

& 7" and &8 Grade Camp
Outdoor Adventures

Youth Camp"(@® 12" grades)
Family Camp
Camp Supper

Work Camp

Annual Camp Auction
Birding Retreat




Shepherd's Spring

SOUNDS OF SPRING— Music Festival and Chicken BBQ—Ticket $10 per parsé\pril 27, 2008

Come enjoy Spring with great Chicken Barbeque, 8ddeans, slaw, scrumptious cookies and great music.

Includes: Full menu chicken BBQ (served 4-6pm)smuatertainment, featuring:
2:30 pm — Wildflower Walk
3:00 pm — Living Water
3:45 pm - Janet Fink
4:00 pm — The Gospel Travelers
5:00 pm — Celebration Ringers
5:45 pm — Joyful Noise

Tweet Retreat— May 16-17—Calling all Birdwatchers!! Join Doug Ruby and h&berly in discover;
ing our many feathered friends - as many as 6@mdifft species have been sighted and heard durshg pa
Tweet Retreats. Includes meals, lodging and FUNY ®40. Call for registration 301-223-8193.

Camp Nursesneeded!!! Camp Counselorsneeded Lots of openings still available to help with
summer camp Come make a difference to a young person, helpiag their relationship to God and His
creation! Call Chelsea or Annette at 301-223-8193.

Second Saturday- August 9(corrected date!) 9-11pm Stargazing! Free progratease call to let ug
know you are coming!

Heifer Global Village - Approval has been given by the Washington Courayiihg Commission to
proceed with the Heifer Global Village. Buildingnmits should be ready by summer with the comptetio
the Guatemala house expected in September. Liyewpwork group now! Dollars and elbow grease &tk
needed to create this learning environment. Bamimck and wood mementos are being offered foradon
tions to this project. About $80,000 still needbeoraised to supplement the work of the volunteebsiild-
ing the homes. Annette is available to make ptesens to Sunday Schools classes and congregdtons
learn more about this unique arrangement with Héfeernational to teach people about hunger arvey
issues worldwide.

Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village of Boonsboro has nes@ a $1,000 donation from the Nora Robef

Foundation. The money will be used in Fahrney-K&eBenevolent Fund, which assists residents wimo r
out of money to pay for their care. “This is a g@@mple of local community support for us and resi-
dents. The funds will help us continue to provide high quality of care and service our staff hasoime
known for in Washington County,” said CEO/Presidémy Shell.

Nora Roberts Foundation is a means by whiclbést-selling Boonsboro author assists humanitar
and other non-profit organizations.

Fahrney-Keedy Home & Village, a continuing ceeérement community, is located along Route 6
several miles west of Boonsboro. Fahrney-Keedpmmitted to enhancing the lives of seniors throcagh
ing quality service. Contact: Michael Leiteliyéztor of Marketing & Development, www.fkmh.org,
301.671.5015
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‘NEW HEART ... NEW SPIRIT”

Pentecost Anniversary Offering Suggested dates: May 11 or 18, 2008

The way this special offering will work is quitefigirent than any we have conducted recently. When
offiering is received, your congregation will keepe third for local ministries and within thirty ykafor-
ward the rest to the General Board. The Generat®Bwill then gather together all the offeringstthige
sent by your district churches and return one ¢fahat total (2nd third) to the district officerfdistrict
ministries. The final third of the offerings wihien, after expenses, be shared in various amuouthtsev-
eral other denominational ministries. A gift frath of us to the whole church for the new day!

We encourage 100% participation by congregationssadhe country. Feel free to contact Ken Neber,
rector of Stewardship & Donor Development or C&olwman, Coordinator of Stewardship Formation af
Education at 800-323-8039 for resources or additiomaterials.

L

“You have made known to me the ways
of life; you will make me full of
gladness with your presence.”

Acts 2:28 NRSV

DEACON MINISTRY

The role of deacon in the church has taken on neaning in the last decade. In 1998, ;
the Deacon Manual for Caring Ministries was puldsland deacons were trained across A/
the denomination. Deacon training continues asnastry of the Caring Ministries of the \

Church of the Brethren.

Now deacons are asking for more resources to help tarry out their role. The Caring

Ministries has been commissioned to develop a resdapok which will be an anthology of prayers for
many situations in which deacons may be calleditoster, as well as suggested hymns and scriptures.
am inviting you to submit original prayers to bensmlered for inclusion in this resource along veitigges-
tions of hymns and scriptures.

This Resource Book is scheduled to be made avaiktbAnnual Conference 2009, so entries need to be
submitted by May 30, 2008 Please send your prayers for consideration to:

Caring Ministries of the Church of the BrethrentrAtDavid Doudt, 1451 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120 o
e-mail to: ddoudt_abc@brethren.org
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Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership

"Intercultural Competence: Key Skills in a Multicul tural World"
Dr. Darla Kay Bowman Deardorff, Instructor, is teecutive Director of the Association of
Intercultural Education Administrators, a crossaal trainer, and instructor at Duke Univer-
sity. She was a member of the Annual Conferémegecultural Study Committee.

This course will be held April 27-29, 2008 in Elgih at the General Board Offices following the C@IBoss
Cultural Consultation and Celebration. The cowvidkbegin on Sunday at 3:00 pm and end on Tuesday
4:00 pm. Students are encouraged, but not requoettend all or part of the consultation. Infatron about
the Cross Cultural Consultation and Celebrationlmafound ahttp://www.brethren.org/genbd/clm/clt/
CrossCultural.htmITRIM students will receive one Academy Level/CEQt of Ministry Skills Credit for
successful completion of this course. Pastorsotimer ordained individuals will receive 2 CEUs amitl be
required to do the pre-course reading in additioparticipating in the course.

"From Reformation to Jesus: A History of Christianity" Josh Brockway, Instructor
Josh is a MATh graduate of Bethany Theological $anyi, earned an MDiv from Chandler School of Thepl-
ogy at Emory University, and is currently a PhDdgtot at The Catholic University of America's Schobl
Theology and Religious Studies working in the ase@hurch History. This on line course will be thélom
September 2 - October 28, 2008 TRIM students wdeive one Academy Level/CEQ unit of Bible/Theolagy
Credit for successful completion of this coursastBrs and other ordained individuals will rec&@€EUs
for successful completion of this course.

Please direct any questions about either of thegeses or other offerings of the Brethren AcadeanyMin-
isterial Leadership to Marilyn Lerch, CoordinatdrTé&rIM lerchma@bethanyseminary.edu Office Phone at
the Bedford, PA Church of the Brethren: 814-623509

MANAGER OF PUBLICATIONS, BRETHREN BENEFIT TRUST

Description Full-time salaried position based in Elgin, Hbr a not-for-profit organization that has 6,000
members and clients nationwide. This third-levehagement position reports to the Directar
of Communications.

Brethren Benefit Trust is an agency of the Chwfctine Brethren, a Protestant denomination
founded in 1708 that includes 1,100 congregatifwes,colleges and one university, one semi
nary, and more than 20 affiliated retirement comities

Applying Please send a letter of interest, resume, thfeeerees (one supervisor, one colleague, ong
friend) and salary-range expectation to Donna Matctb05 Dundee Ave., Elgin IL 60120, or
dmarch_bbt@brethren.org. For questions or clatibcaabout the position, please call 847-
622-3371. For more information about Brethren Berefist, visit
www.brethrenbenefittrust.org.

Application deadline is Friday, April 25.
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Anniversary Writing Contest for Youth is announced

The 300th Anniversary Committee is sponsoring ani¥ersary Writing Contest for Youth, grades 6-12,
the theme, "Why will you continue to be part of thleurch of the Brethren?"

O

"Are you passionate about your faith?" the comnaiisked Brethren youth in the announcement. "Do you
have a deep appreciation for the Church of thetBea Do you enjoy thinking and writing? If so, have
an opportunity for you."

Entries are limited to one page in length and aamthe form of poetry, short stories, or essaye fol-
lowing information should be on the entry: namedgr, congregation, and district. Contact infornrafar
the author should be submitted on a separate shpaper. The deadline for submissions is Junenfrids
will be exhibited at Annual Conference in RichmoN@,, in July, and some may be published in
"Messenger" magazine. Entries will not be returtoeparticipants.

Submissions should be sent to Lorele Yager eitleetrenically at loreleyager@aol.com
or by mail to 425 Woodland Place, Churubusco, IN28 Newsline 3/27/08

Commissioned anthem, praise song
are available for Anniversary

The 300th Anniversary committee has commissionedthation of an anthem and praise song in honor|of
the 2008 anniversary of the Brethren movement. 48p® Lord" is the anthem, with text and tune bytkKe
Getty and Stuart Townend, arranged by John Fergikord, Empower Us to Love" is the praise song,
composed by Ron and Linda Sprunger from the Braet@teurch.

The anthem has been published by Morningstar M@pies can be ordered at a reduced price by using
the downloadable form located on the worship pddheanniversary website (go to
www.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org/worship.fjtmi

In addition to the version of the praise song teleg by congregations, the Sprunger also haveeoffe
choral arrangement or anthem version of the psosg. Published copies of the anthem version cam-be
dered by using the downloadable form also locatethe worship page of the anniversary website.

The 300th Anniversary committee also has devel@peariety of other worship resources for congregesti
and districts to use as part of the Anniversarglogltion. The resources are posted on the anniyenss-
site under Resources/Worship and can be downldadedwww.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org/
worship.html. Newsline 3/27/08




CWS Emergency Clean-up Buckets
Needed

Recent floods across the central U.S.

again highlight the need for CWS Emer-

gency Clean-up Buckets. Demand has

eclipsed supply of these vital items as CWS tiges t

meet the needs of damaged communities. Assemb
kits is a great project for any church or community

group.

More information on CWS Emergency Clean-up
Buckets is available at:

! http://www.churchworldservice.org/kits/cleanup-
kits.html.
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Annual Conference Office searching for a

webmaster or student
The Annual Conference Office is seeking a webma
ter, to make regular changes to an existing website
( & This is an excellent opportunity for a studentesr r
, # - cent graduate who wants to gain more experience i
012) build up their portfolio! Experienced webmastemns a
welcome, too. Time commitment is approximately
4 hours per month updating the site at
www.brethren.org/aclf qualified and interested,
( % 4/.-56/78.72) please contact Lerry Fogle, Conference Executive
Director, at 800-688-5186.
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National Young Adult Conference

ies and is open to all young adults ages 18-35.&Ctonthe Mountain with us where we will ex
plore God's call in our lives. See new perspectivesonnect with God, and learn what it means tikx vwma
God's paths.

Reqistration is $325 and will end on June 1, 200870 register go to www.nyac08.org and fill out arioa reg-
istration form. At least $150 deposit is due te Wouth/Young Adult Office upon registering. Plea®ntact
Rebekah Houff, NYAC Coordinator with any questighs300-323-8039 ext. 281, rhouff_gb@brethren.or

Those interested in giving gift certificates to pguadults may continue to do so. Gift certificatas be pur-
chased in 50% and 100% increments. For more infeomavisit www.nyac08.org. Please provide youilm|
ing address and the name of the recipient of theegitificate along with your payment mailed to:

National Young Adult Conference, c/o Rebekah Hoidf1 Dundee Ave, Elgin, IL 60120
Please make checks payable to the Church of therBreGeneral Board.




Annual Conference Delegate Briefing
With Moderator, Jim Beckwith

Saturday, June 14, 2008
Bush Creek Church of the Brethren (map included)
Refreshments: 9:00 a.m.; Program 9:30 a.m.-11180 a.

2008 Upcoming Event
April 20-22 RENEWAL SERVICES

Meadow Branch CoB, Westminster, MD 410-848-747&a&er: Rev. Douglas Wantz. 6:45p Hymn Sing; 7piServ

April 24-27 HEALTHY CHURCH & EVANGELISM
TRIM level course offered by Randy Yoder. The seuwill begin on the evening of Thursday, April&4d run
through the afternoon of Sunday, April 27. Call B61-1450 for details.

April 27 “SOUNDS OF SPRING”
2:30pm-Wildflower Walk; 3-6pm-Music Fest; 4-6pm-Ckén BBQ. $10/person, Shepherd’s Spring. 301-2Z881

May 2-3 “A SIMPLE FEAST”
300th Anniversary Dinner Theater, 6pm both evenifs§$ person, call 717-624-8636 for tickets. DealApril 25.

MAY 3 MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT DISASTER RESPONSE AU CTION
9am, Carroll County Ag Center & Arena, WestminskD. Everyone welcome!

MAY 3 HEALTHY CONGREGATIONS
Camp Harmony, Hooversville, PA. 9am-4pm, $25/perseader Jim Kinsey, certified trainer/consultarafgitioner
of the Bowen/Friedman/Steinke Systems process ponsored by Western PA District. Register-call 282-8595.

May 14-18 THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME

The new brochure for the Brethren Academy coufBiee Shape of Things to Comginstructor Bob Krouse) which
is inclusive of thePlant Generously, Reap Bountifully: A Church Plamig Training Eventis now available on the
web. The cost of the course is $200.00, howeveadaitional $79.00 registration to the Church Rtantonference
is requiredhttp://www.bethanyseminary.edu/files/academy/Shéidgngs.pdfor http://www.churchplant2008.info/

Summer 2008 National Workcamps

Please visit www.brethrenworkcamps.org for regigirainformation and updates. If you do not haweess to the
internet and would like a brochure, please corgiher the District Office at 410-635-8790 or thgi& Youth &
Young Adult Ministry Office at 1-800-323-8039.

August 2 300TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SchwarzenauGermany. For information contact Dale Ulrich,@6llege Woods Drive, Bridgewater, VA 22812,
540-828-6548, daulrich@comcast.net

Sept 1-5 NOAC 2008—"COME TO THE WATER”

Lake Junaluska (N.C.) Assembly. Registration is o@en -Cost on or before 7/18-$150/prsn; after-#180/prsn,
registration fee does not include lodging and me@iall ABC at 800-323-8039 with questions or wsw.brethren-
caregivers.org
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FOOD DRIVE TO BE PART OF SERVICE PROJECT
NHNHELEL AT ANNUAL CONFERENCE

In an effort to "shower the Richmond community wiking acts of ser-

> vice," a food drive is being planned in conjunctieith the Service Blitz at
the 2008 Annual Conference. The drive is sponsbyetthe 300th Anniver-
AL sary Committee, to benefit the Central Virginia 8d&ank. The scriptural
theme for the project is from Matthew 25:35, "Favds hungry and you

bk ~ gave me something to eat."

"Food banks experience a drastic increase in demackl summer,"” ex-
plained the committee in an announcement. "Dutlvegstchool year, children in need are ensured ooé go
meal a day through the free and reduced lunch anogn their schools. However, during the summenifa
lies in need really struggle and many of thesedeéii would go hungry without the help of organiaas that
provide food to those in need."”

Founded in 1980, the Central Virginia Food Bankridistes almost 49,000 pounds of food each dajeo t
most vulnerable people--children in need, the &darorking poor families, disabled individuals,chathers
in crisis--through more than 500 organizations agencies feeding the hungry in five cities and @&inties
in the region, according to the announcement. "$H&.6 million pounds of food a year!"

Conference-goers are encouraged to bring a donatibealthy, non-perishable food. Particular neadiide
canned fish and meats, peanut butter, canned fmidsegetables, hot and cold cereals, pastaj@dona-
tions will be collected in the registration lobhiytlae Richmond Convention Center. The goal is ftecb
three tons (6,000 pounds) of food in celebratiothef300th Anniversary. Congregations are invitetdld a
food drive in advance of Annual Conference and gkant donations with their delegates.

10









pril
21
23
27

ay
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3
4
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8
28

ctober
10-11
21
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2
8
10
12

ecember
2

Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, Districtfioé
Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office
“Sounds of Spring” at Shepherd’s Spring

Mid-Atlantic District Disaster Auction
Ministry Interview TT, 9am, District Office
Spirituality & Congregational Life MT, 9:30am,ddrict Office
Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office
Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office

Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office
Annual Conference Delegate Briefing, 9:00am-1arB80Bush Creek Church
Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, Districtfioé

Anniversary Sunday—Observance of 300th Anniveesy
Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office
Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office
Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office
Leadership Team, 9am, District Office

Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, Districtfioé
Pipe Creek Church of the Brethren, 250th Anniasrs

DISTRICT CONFERENCE, Frederick Church of the Brethren
Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office

Annual Re-Licensing Event, 2pm, District Office
Leadership Team, 9am, District Office

Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1 pm, Districtfioé
Continuing Education TT, 10am. District Office

Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office
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Don't forget to let the District Office know if you are interested in receiving an electronic ver-
sion of “Together on the Journey” beginning next m onth. If we do not hear from you, we will
assume you would like to discontinue receiving it.
(See Front Page of this edition for details).




