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 A letter of thanks from SERVE, INC., Manassas, VA          20 June 2007 
 
Dear All: 
 
Thank you so much for continuing to make SERVE, Inc. one of your missions at home.  We 
appreciate the canned chicken that you always set aside for us. 
 
The donation of this canned meat has been included in our food distribution program for at least ten years 
(that is how long I have been here).  We have used it in a number of ways: 
As one of the dinner meats we include in our monthly package, we have written recipes on how to use it at 
home. 
As part of a course on Nutrition run at SERVE by the Prince William County Cooperative Extension Office.  
This meat is used in an entire meal plan on how to use the food SERVE gives you. 
As part of the meal plan for our 60-bed Family Homeless Shelter, we use it in casserole recipes. 
 
We have received many thank you’s from our customers who enjoy this canned poultry as a meal stretcher 
for their families.  We are happy to pass this information on to you so that you can understand the value of 

your donation to us.  Please consider your donation an integral part of the success of our food 
assistance program. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mary Jo Dick 
Food Assistance Program Coordinator 
 

If you have a testimonial from your Food Project,  
please send it to the District at mad.cob@mindspring.com 
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OPEN HOUSE   September 30 
 
Please join us for Open House on Sunday afternoon, September 30, from 2-4 pm. 
We will be dedicating the newly paved road  and breaking ground for the Heifer Global Village.  And of 
course, there will be some punch and cookies! 
 
The Road Paving Dedication will include a Parade of people powered wheeled vehicles, including a 7 person 
conference bike! You are welcome to bring an entry for the parade! The theme is wheels – be creative with 
lots of wheels or unique methods of wheeled travel (all people powered, please) There will be prizes for the 
most creative, most wheels, biggest wheel and biggest bribe. Yes, we did say bribe. All bribes will be donated 
to the “Paving the Way”  capital campaign to pay for Heifer Global Village construction. The Parade will be-
gin at 2:30 pm and proceed on the newly paved road from the maintenance road around the circle at the 
Lodge. A short dedication service will conclude the parade. 
 
Groundbreaking for the Global Village will occur at 3:30 pm at the Heifer Global Village site in the woods 
below the Lodge. 
 
Tours of the Open Air Greenhouse, the cabins, the lodge, and trails will be available, too! 
Join us September 30, 2007, from 2-4 pm for a Great time! 
 
 
Continued on next page... 

August 31  Family Camp 
 
Sept. 2  Get out of the bumper to bumper traffic and enjoy a relaxing weekend of camp- 
  ing and spiritual growth with your entire family.  Activities for all ages. 
 
Sept. 12 Apple Sauce Making Day 
  One of the most fun Sr. Citizen activities around.  Join us as we peel, slice,  
  cook, and strain enough apples to make applesauce for the Camp Supper and  
  next year’s summer camps! 
 
Sept. 15 Camp Supper 
  Come enjoy an evening of outstanding food and fellowship during one of Camp  
  Mardela’s largest fundraisers. 
 
Oct. 14-19  5th Annual Volunteer Work Camp 
  Come share your time & talents w/friends as we work on various projects at the  

                   camp.  This week is free in exchange for your willingness to work 
 
          Oct. 20        Camp Benefit Auction   
           Plan to spend your day bidding on the many dinners, services, & other hidden 
           treasures at this annual fundraiser.  Breakfast & lunch are provided. 
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Shepherd’s Spring...continuation 
 

Long Awaited Heifer Agreement Signed for  
Global Village 
The agreement with Heifer International has been final-
ized! Plans for the houses to be constructed in the Heifer 
Global Village at Shepherd's Spring are well under way. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help the morning of Sept 3 to get 
the pathways reclaimed from the multiflora roses! This will 
make it easier to begin the needed site plan work and get 
the area ready for groundbreaking. 
 
Several Heifer, International guests will be present to help 
with the groundbreaking service during Open House on 
September 30. 
 
Hunter information meetings 
Information and sign ups for the managed deer hunting 
program at Shepherd's Spring are scheduled for September 
25 at Frederick Church of the Brethren and October 2 at 
Shepherd's Spring.  Both meetings will begin at 7pm. 
 
Hunters should bring a valid Maryland hunting license and 
their calendar to select days from those available.  It is our 
policy to permit hunting only when there are no groups 
scheduled to use the facility. 
 
Summer Camp Success!! 
Many thanks to those who donated money, time, talent and 
cookies to the summer camp program. We had 264 camp-
ers, an increase over last year! Campers enjoyed a weekly 
fiesta as part of the “on the Way” curriculum celebration 
day. Campers also generously donated more than $2,700 to 
the “if a Tree Falls” rainforest reforestation program. 
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Pastors and Laity  
Leadership Training Event 

Friday, Nov. 2, 2007 
Chambersburg Church of the Brethren 

260 S. 4th St., Chambersburg, PA 
or 

Saturday, Nov. 3, 2007 
Carlisle Church of the Brethren 
1340 Forge Rd., Carlisle, PA 

 
Event contact information: 

Stan Dueck-Area 1 
Congregational Life Team 

717-335-3226 
Sdueck_gb@brethren.org 
Subject line:Shane Hipps 

 

Early Bird Group Discount Registration for 4 or more  
before 9/28/07  $30 Pastor—$20 Laity   
Regis includes event, lunch and CEU 

Indiv Regis $35 Pastor; $25 Laity 
Regis closes 10/29/07 
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Reflection: Meeting with USAID. 
 
Early in June, four members of our Growing Project Committee made our way to the offices of 
USAID, housed in the grand Ronald Reagan Building in Washington D.C. This was our second 
visit to USAID. 
 
Welcoming us was Jim Thompson, head of the Global Development Alliance, a division of USAID, 
and members of his staff. Also present were Marv Baldwin, president and CEO of the Foods Re-
source Bank (FRB), and representatives of two other growing projects, one in Wisconsin and one 
in Iowa. FRB staff members were also present. An international guest of FRB, Pastor Stephen of 
Kenya, was there to share about an FRB project in his country. 
 
A meeting of government representatives, a member of the developing world, food security pro-
gram staff, and folks from the "grassroots " like us is a wonderful encounter. USAID staff wanted to 
learn more about how programs like FRB work at the grassroots level. Thompson of USAID 
seemed to exude joy as he heard of tax dollars being matched through the private sector. Pastor 
Stephen seemed joyful at the new life that programs like FRB bring to his part of the world. And we 
on the grassroots side of the discussion were filled with joy at what can be accomplished when 
government and private sector, and a measure of faith, combine to do wonderful things. 
 
I wonder at how God truly can be present, in the beautiful offices of USAID, building a kingdom on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Later that day we made our way to the offices of our Congressman, Roscoe Bartlett (6th district of 
Maryland) to keep an appointment to encourage support of USAID matching dollars in the farm 
bill. Some $2 million dollars are in the bill designated to match dollars raised through growing pro-
jects. 
 
Charlie Johnson, an aide to the congressman, sat at a table with us in the conference room. Marv 
Baldwin of FRB joined in the visit, but waited for us volunteers to take the lead. Patty shared about 
our growing project. Jennie talked about how wonderful it is to be able to tell people that USAID 
matches every dollar we give. I raised a voice for the USAID matching dollars in the farm bill. Bald-
win spoke from the perspective of FRB staff, filling in the gaps that we left. 
 
On the way to Washington that morning, Robert, the final member of our delegation, had said, 
"Now I'm along to learn and to support, but don't ask me to say anything. I just don't do that." 
 
After the rest of our group had spoken during the meeting at Bartlett's office, Charlie Johnson 
turned to Robert and said, "And what do you have to add to the conversation?" Robert's eyes got 
big and he swallowed hard. He looked Johnson in the eye and said, "I just want to help feed hun-
gry people." 
 
For a brief and incredibly simple moment, Robert spoke truth to power. "Inasmuch as you do it to 
the least of these...." 
 
--Timothy Ritchey Martin is a pastor at Grossnickle Church of the Brethren in Myersville, Md., a 
congregation that is sponsoring a Foods Resource Bank growing project. 
 

Newsline 08/01/07 
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DISASTER RESPONSE LEADERSHIP SEMINAR  
 
All Disaster Project Directors AND District Disaster Co ordinators  are invited to New Windsor for 
the Disaster Response Leadership Seminar. DDC’s will meet November 12-14, 2007, and DPD’s 
will meet November 13-15. A joint meeting between the two groups will take place the morning of 
November 14. Our hope is to see as many of you as possible in attendance at this important semi-
nar. Let’s see those registrations start pouring in! Let me know if you need me to resend the infor-
mation to you...Jane Yount, (410)635-8730. 
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Have you turned in 
your registration form?   

Position Openings 

CHURCH STAFF POSITION  
YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT  

MINISTRIES 
Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 

Available 9.1.07 
20 hr/wk 

Minimum annual salary $17,800, negotiable 
Focal Goals: 

1. Coordinate, support and nurture junior high, senior 
high and young adult ministries.  Train and support 
leadership, as well as personally challenge and 
encourage children, youth and adults in their faith 
development. 

2. Design, develop or arrange leadership to facilitate 
a ministry to strengthen family life for:   families 
with children, young adults, married couples with-
out children, youth and single head of household 
families. 

Apply: 
o Relevant education, training or experience required 

o Send letters of interest and resumes to: 
  Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
  15 S. Mulberry St. 
  Hagerstown, MD 21740 
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300th Anniversary Curriculum: Piecing Together the Brethren Way 

 
My heart in the Lord, my hand in yours, 
My mind in gear and my feet in a bowl. 

The colors of my life sewn together with love 
And a little of the river still running in my soul. 

 
Andy and Terry Murray captured the essence of our faith and our hope for the children 

of our denomination in River Still Running, the theme song they wrote for Piecing Together the 
Brethren Way, a heritage and identity curriculum developed in honor of our 300th anniversary. 

Our faith is like a quilt.  Each prayer we say, each person we encounter, each 
Scripture passage we study, each experience we have, each song we sing is like a patch 
added to a quilt, making it ever stronger and more beautiful. 

Our corporate faith is also like a quilt.  The pattern of the Brethren quilt has been en-
riched through the years by faith filled people, experiences, and principles.  It is important that 
we help our children add these patches to the pattern of faith they are stitching together. 

 
Piecing Together the Brethren Way, written by Joanne Thurston-Griswold and Jean Moyer is a curriculum 

resource developed by Brethren for Brethren to help children, kindergarten through grade 5, add uniquely Brethren 
patches to their quilt of faith: Believers Church; Seeking the Mind of Christ; Counting the Cost of Discipleship; Be-
lievers Baptism; Worship; Love Feast; Reconciliation, Forgiveness, and Church Discipline; Nonconformity and Sim-
ple Living; Peace and Nonresistance; Peace and Justice; Mission; Service; Health and Wholeness; and Call and Voca-
tion. 

Through Piecing Together the Brethren Way children are encouraged to explore these marks and practices that 
make the Brethren expression of the Christian faith distinctive.  Not only will they gain an understanding of the his-
torical and theological foundations of these marks, but they will integrate these marks into their own walk with Christ. 
 

The curriculum includes: A CD-Rom containing: introductory material, lesson plans for fourteen sessions, 
take-home “discussion quilts” for each lesson to further the learning through conversation outside the classroom, quilt 
block patterns to create a class quilt representing the concepts covered, and three original children’s books illustrated 
by Kate Thurston-Griswold, the young daughter of one of the writers.  The curriculum also includes a music CD fea-
turing River Still Running and eight other well-loved heritage songs by Andy and Terry Murray as well as three tracks 
featuring the words and music of Ted Studebaker. 
 

One unique feature is the inclusion in each lesson of a section called Youth Connection in which the writers 
suggest ways to engage youth in exploring the topic. 

Designed with flexibility in mind, the fourteen lessons in Piecing Together the Brethren Way can be used as a 
whole or selected sessions can be chosen.  The lessons provide great material for Sunday school, an after school pro-
gram, summer day camp, Vacation Bible school, or a once-a-month intergenerational program. 
 
Piecing Together the Brethren Way is available through Brethren Press for $49.95 plus shipping. 
 

A sample lesson can be found on our website: www.churchofthebrethrenanniversary.org under Resources/Curriculum. 

�
Inspirational DVD 

 FAITH ALIVE! Surrendered, Transformed, Empowered, a  DVD, written and produced by David Sollenber-
ger, together with the anniversary committee, tells stories of contemporary Brethren continuing the work of Jesus. 
Three hundred years after the birth of our denomination, this inspirational DVD explores distinctive marks that make 
our faith peculiarly Brethren. It profiles Brethren members who live their beliefs in ways that make a real difference, 
daily exemplifying the values of baptism, simplicity, peacemaking, service to others, respect for creation, and the need 
to share with others the good news of Jesus Christ. As we learn their stories, may we all be inspired to continue ex-
panding God’s kingdom now and as we move into the future. An excellent resource for worship and study, the DVD is 
available from Brethren Press and sells for $20.00. 
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Will Our Children Be Stewards? 

November 26-29, 2007 
St. Pete Beach, Florida 

 
Sponsored by the Ecumenical Stewardship Center, this annual leadership seminar for 2007 has a theme that is very 
timely for the Church.  The event is designed for stewardship staff, Christian educators and youth leaders to: 
 

Identify the culture of materialism targeted toward children 
Offer an understanding of the spirituality of children 

Explore ways to teach stewardship to children 
 

For details visit www.stewardshipresources.org or contact the District Office at 410-635-8790. 
 

Since there is a group discount per denomination, and another discount for ‘early bird registrations,” and another dis-
count for ‘first-timers,” please contact Carol Bowman before registering so that all can take advantage of these specials. 
 

RSVP to Carol Bowman, Coordinator of Stewardship Formation & Education 
509-663-2833 or cbowman_gb@brethren.org 

 

 
 

 
Sept 4—Oct 26 Introduction to Teaching & Learning in the Church  
8-week online course, Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. For details, acad-
emy@bethanyseminary.edu 
 
Sept 10—Nov 2 Introduction to the Old Testament 
8-week online course, Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. For details, acad-
emy@bethanyseminary.edu 
 
Sept 24-Nov 3  First and Second Thessalonians 
An online course taught by Susan Jeffers. Register through SVMC, 717-361-1450 or email svmc@etown.edu; 
Biblical Studies credit. 
 
Nov 15-18  Introduction to Preaching 
Location: Stone Church, Juniata, PA. Ken Gibble, instructor. Register through SVMC, 717-361-1450 or email 
svmc@etown.edu; Ministry Skills credit and Brethren College Experience.. 
 
May 2008  Church Planting Conference 
For planters, coaches and catalysts.  Event details available August 1, 2007.  planting@bethanyseminary.edu 
 
 

COMING UP  
All courses are open to TRIM/EFSM students, pastors and lay people 



SENIOR HIGH YOUTH 
MID-ATLANTIC DISTRICT CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

2007-2008 CONGREGATIONAL ROSTER 
 
This form is used to compile the District Sr. High Youth mailing lists (both postal service and 
email). ONLY THOSE LISTED WILL RECEIVE THE MAILINGS. Failure to return this form will mean 
that you and your youth will not receive information concerning District Sr. High Youth events. Our 
list is updated each year. You must complete and return the completed form each year to keep 
the mailing lists updated. Your prompt attention to this is CRITICAL to you and your youth being 
kept informed and involved. Please complete and return no later than September 25, 2007. 
Thank you for your work with our youth throughout the District. 
 
Congregation Name  _________________________________________________ 

and address   _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

 

Church Phone(s)  _________________________________________________ 

Church Email address _________________________________________________ 

 

Pastor(s)   _________________________________________________ 

Email for Pastor(s)  _________________________________________________ 

 

LOCAL YOUTH ADVISOR OR THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY AT YOUR CHURCH 

 

Advisor Name (s)  _________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address(es)  _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

    _________________________________________________ 

Phone(s)   _________________________________________________ 

Email address(es)  _________________________________________________ 

Date form completed ____________ 

 
Please return completed forms, by September 25, to:  Jan Walker 
         14746 Peddicord Rd. 
         Mt. Airy, MD 21771 
  Or: email to walkerjank@hotmail.com 
  Or: Bring with you to the Beach Retreat (September 21-23) 
 

10 



Congregational Senior High Youth Roster 2007-08 
 

(Include those in 9th grad through first year out of high school for the 2007-08 school year) 
Feel free to make additional copies of this page, as necessary. 

 
 

Name  _________________________  Name  _________________________ 
Address _________________________  Address _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
Phone  _________________________  Phone  _________________________ 
Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____  Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____ 
 
Name  _________________________  Name  _________________________ 
Address _________________________  Address _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
Phone  _________________________  Phone  _________________________ 
Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____  Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____ 
 
Name  _________________________  Name  _________________________ 
Address _________________________  Address _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
Phone  _________________________  Phone  _________________________ 
Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____  Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____ 
 
Name  _________________________  Name  _________________________ 
Address _________________________  Address _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
Phone  _________________________  Phone  _________________________ 
Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____  Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____ 
 
Name  _________________________  Name  _________________________ 
Address _________________________  Address _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
  _________________________    _________________________ 
Phone  _________________________  Phone  _________________________ 
Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____  Graduation Year  _____    Male/Female ____ 
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August 
 18  Leadership Team Meeting, District Office 
 21  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
 25  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 27  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1-3pm, District Office 
 27  Spirituality & Congregational Life MT, 7pm, District Office 
  

September 
 9  ���������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�� at Harmony Church 
 13  Continuing Education TT, 10am, District Office 
� 15  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office�
� 17  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 
 30  Open House, 2-4 pm, Shepherd’s Spring�
October 
 2  Outreach & Service MT, 6:30pm, District Office 
� 5-6� � �����������	
���	����
����������������������������� ��� �
� 21  ���������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�� at Woodberry Church 
 25  Ministry Interview Task Team, 9am, District Office 
 28  ���������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�� at Easton Church 
 29  Church Extension & Evangelism MT, 1-3pm, District Office 

November 
 4  Re-Licensing Event, District Office 
 5  Finance & Property MT, 5:30pm, District Office 
 10  Leadership Team Meeting, District Office 
 11  ���������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�����������	�
�����
�� at Hagerstown Church 
 15  Continuing Education TT, 10am, District Office 
  
 
 
 
 
DIRECTORY UPDATE  
 
P 24 and 46 Brad Wibbing email changed to:  Wibbing@comcast.net 
P24, 27 & 42 Carol & Duane Strickler email changed to: dstrickler1@comcast.net 
P 26 and 43 Harmony Church and Pastor email:  hcob@comcast.net 
P 29 and 42 Clarence Stouffer’s email:  cdstouffer@pa.net 
P 45  Don Hoover, 339 Wesmond Drive, Alexandria, VA 22305, 571-312-2059 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Mid-Atlantic District Conference, October 5-6, Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 
 

 

2007 LEARNING CENTERS  
 
 

Lighten Up, Brethren ( ���������	���
���
���� �� Holistic, Healthy Congregations, is it possible for us to lighten 
our load physically & mentally? What would look different if we encouraged well-being and whole person health?  Would 
our spirits soar if we laughed a bit more in church? Let’s seek healthy answers together.


Introduction to Deacon Ministry ( ��������
�
���� 2
Deacon roles have been growing. What are the biblical 
and historical foundations of deacon ministry? What is the role of deacons as defined by the 1997 Annual Conference 
Statement? Let’s talk about the role of deacons and brainstorm how to handle difficult situations. 


The ABCs of Life Planning ( ����������
���� ) Transitioning from active worker to retirement is not an easy 
process. This workshop explains the terminology and strategies of life planning in easy, understandable terms. Partici-
pants will leave with a better understanding of what to look for in advisors and strategies regarding their life’s work.


Spiritual Direction ( ������
��
�������
����������� )
We will explore the church's ancient practice of spiritual direc-
tion both for individuals and in small groups.  Questions covered include: What can you expect from a spiritual director? 
How does it differ from counseling or therapy? What does one actually do in a session? How often do they meet? How 
do you find a spiritual director? What resources are available to learn more about spiritual direction?


As a Mouse to Cheese: What Draws People to Church? ( ��������!
����������
������
"��#��$ ) Dis-
cover what new church members hold as the common keys that draw people to church and experience a growing and 
active faith.  


The Welcome Home Project: Hospitality & Healing for  Those Returning from Active Duty ( ���$�
�����������%�
������"��$���
�������&�������
������
�
���
��
���' �����$�
����(
����$�)��
��������������������
����*��"���"�$
�
����"����)
���$�$+��� ) Current estimates are that 1/3 or more of returning military personnel suffer 
from post-traumatic stress disorder or related conditions.  How can the church provide real hospitality for these women 
and men?  Hear stories of the impact of war on soldiers and how to provide effective ministry for them.  

Gun Violence ( �����������
���������
������
"��#��$
����� ��������������
�,���������� ��� ) In the wake of 
such tragedies as the Virginia Tech killings, we will discuss the spiritual, emotional and legal aspects of gun violence.  
The workshop will focus on strengthening ourselves, healing and health in the light of tragedy, and creating a Christ-like 
covenanted response to such violence.


Hymn Leading for the Music Lover, Not Music Major(  �����$$��
��������� )
Lay people and pastors 
will be introduced to helpful techniques in leading hymn singing for the church.  Using the Brethren Hymnal, participants 
will learn the basics of time signatures, conducting gestures (and which pattern to use), and how to cue the congregation 
for lifting their voices in praise or prayer!  The session also includes helpful hints in motivating congregational singing 
and how to present new hymns to your congregation in a non-threatening way. No experience is necessary, only a love 
for hymn singing and a desire to learn a new skill.


Don’t Shoot the Messenger ( -����-
������! )
Learn more about your denominational magazine and the issues 
and stories it covers. Take a look at the magazine's history, how it does its work today, and the plans for the future, 
along with an opportunity to look at and discuss some current content. 

Spirituality: The Experience of God �.#���$������������"������������� /�Discussion will center on three ar-
eas: 1)Congregations as a spiritual home & the world as a spiritual workshop 2) Movements of the Spirit 3) Roadblocks 
to the Spirit’s movement.�����
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